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7- For this Dcclaration, 1 reiterate the primary points from the carlicr comments and
providce additional updated facts. 1 have also evaluated the changes from the Proposed MATS2
Rule to the final rule announced on April 25, 2024 and published in the Federal Register on May
7. 2024, “National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pellutants: Coal- and Oil-Fired
Fleetric Utility Stcam Generating Units Review of the Residual Risk and Technology Review™
89 Fed. Reg. 38,508 (May 7, 2024) (“MATS2 Rule”). The MATS2 Rulc is a complex regulation
that NorthWestern continucs to cvaluate.

8. Nevertheless, there are certain conclusions that can be drawn at present regarding
the impacts of the MATS2 Rule on NorthWestern, its customers, and the rate paying citizens of
Montana. My comments here focus principally on the implications of the MATS2 Rulc on the
futurc of NorthWestern’s ownership share in the Colstrip Steam Electric Station, located in
Colstrip, Montana (“Colstrip™) and thus the potential cffeets on our portfolio. Presently
NorthWestern owns 222 MW and starting in 2026 it will acquire an additional 222 MW for a
total of 444 MW of capacity in Colstrip Units 3 & 4. Colstrip Units 3 & 4 arc coal-f{ired clectric
generating units (“EGUS”), and other than small waste-coal units not relevant to the MATS2
Rule, the only coal-fired EGUs in NorthWestern’s Montana clectric genceration portfolio.

9. In this Declaration, I make the following points:

a. NorthWestern has analyzcd various potential closure dates for Colstrip through its
public Integrated Resource Planning (“IRP™) process. Prior to the finalization of
thc GHG Rule and MATS2 Rule, NorthWestern had planned for reliance on
Colstrip through 2042. Finalization of the GHG and MATS2 Rules creates two
additional closurc scenarios: July 8, 2027 (when compliance with the MATS2

Rule is required, unless the State grants a one year cxtension), and January 1,
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