Reg. - U. Gerwerberat St8fen
vaurbcuafcl htsamt

fur den Regierungsbezirk

5430 Montabaur, Reinland-Pfalz
West Germany '

Deay ¥r. StHfen:

Your letter of December 28th has been on my desk without
reply, for the reason that I have been overburdened with heavy
demsndg on my tims since the firet of the new year. There wog a
furtner difficuliy that the guestlons raised in your leitter could
not bes answerad briefly, and that they seemsd to be unduly

complicated by extraneous issues.

For example, you refer to the views of the Soviets with
regpazt to the pormissible limits of the concentratis '
the a--, an . to the opinions of Arthur Stern on this ma
Stern is a good $nvcot1but“r in his own n1'*].(1, but ha 1
engineer, not a ohysiologist. Moreover, the Russian
have not provided evlidence on the point you have cuerisid
only opinion.

Howesver, it is nct my purpose to engage in an argument
with you or anyone else over these matiers, but rather to =upglj
you with such evidence from our erperimental work as hag Dbeen
publighed. The behavior of lead in the human organism nas beser
the subjsct of =tudy in this Lavoratory since it was founded in
1930, as has also been the investigation of lead poisoning, frox
the agpect of diagnosis, prevention and, to a lesser extent,
therapy. The results of some of this work have been studied ant
published, while many of the details have been left for the careful,
critical examination which is costly in time. I have not had
such time at my disposal, and I have postponed such study until
after my retirement from the headship of this Department (this
will come at the end of June of this year).

What I have said about the concentration of lead in
the air breathed by human belngs has been based upon carefully
designed experiments in the Laboratory, together with extensive
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obzervations made in industry for many years. These have shown
(among other facts) that the concentration of lead in the blood
ol persong subjecled to exposure to lead provides excellent
iniorﬂation as to the extent of the abgcrption of lcad by such
pe:co g, and demonstrated conclusively, whgthe they are or arc
not ;n danger oi being poisoned by lead., Thisg is what ig meant
by my statement that the degree of risk can be determined in
advance of any harmful conseocuence. That is, men employed in
insustry can T be removed from further exposure and shielded f“om

danger, before any injury of any Kind hac been sustained. Hot

only can this be done, but 1t has been done with complete succaess
in certain industriesg which we have had the means of *ollowlntﬁ for
Ltihe past 29 yvears Therc ig¢ no quesgtion here of theory; rather.
thig ig Tacy,.

ie appiiecg Te people in a community.
Ty £

(A air, on@ cann appraise the
kel N VF: measuring, with: precision., the lcacd
hlood such an “*mo phoric environment on-
2elve uanger perore 10 has indueced anr
anLu resuLuﬁ. e tinis is notl Thecry but fact, Tnrre
.oubt that lead in ths alr, in roo., or in the human
y Lo tangerous, but Iv is also rer ‘ectly clear. thct
“hanlTL,S of lead 1nn each and all of tn@cﬂ, ip enL yo Ly
WOtLuE ality for harm. I the

ve relationsidns here.
Tribuced 11@’ wansly oo the

¥
d T >
~aﬂ. Those wii0 have ndl veen accushone Lo
; g )
b

¢ to believo,

toxicolion Lﬂal investiraiioneg,

it ﬂas Beeomec ¢ cazr, however, tuat the cuantitative relationeninc
mont all pnysiologlcal nrocesses,

Lhe Iaels somenndgs

TErns w;ll Fine it
gomz roriy ycars oI cXperience ir

With refercnee Lo the statenents whichy I have nade in
tiie literaturs on this esubject, I wouls not be concerned, i I
vicre you, about ny haVLnb Lo revoke or repudiate ti:em, Theres ir
little iikelihood, 1ndecu, that I shall Dn put to that necessit-.
Tiiie ie not to claim that I cannot be mistaken in my lnterpretailion

of our experimental results, On the oz he, hand, I have not rushed

into pr 1nb, nor have I ventured upon brash statements. FWhat &

have saild has been based upon yearg of critical observation carried
out 1n search of facts which would enable nr to take a regponsible
pocition in & matter involving humen gafety. I have never spoken

hastily, but only after careful examinaticn of the facts. My
position hag been peculiarly responsible, 2z a physiclan, and I
have attempted to bear such responsibility faithfully, and in
the true spirit of the physician. I am fully aware, in speaking
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k at no man can speak convinecingly of hig own integrity
and conmpetence. nly his S v ogpeall HY him., I am a dbit
7 id, howevesr, ©O bo concerned about the immediatec acceptance
iews oy that of our work. My concern is to be right, for
stage of my life, that ig the only thing that has
~

I am sending you some of the more recent publications
that bear on gueations which you have reaigeld or implied., I
grpaect, in the pear future, to be able to publish more of our
worii on thig subject, Suffice it, for the pregent, howsver, to
rivae you some 0f the background information.

Cordially yours,

T, Ve b
L. Yohnoe, 11.D,

Ern-losurcs - The Harben Lectures, 1960
(other publications under separate cover
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5430 Montabaur, den
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28. bez. 19064

criel tectory inspector of thie vlace 1'm competent Lor 3
cerdursie lewt ploant arno $0 piave desldi witl tie provlers
i oweodutions by desd wust. o 1 HeT YOUD TegesrCnes 0wl
Lotec rictor 1ueldl eno bwuve sludiew tihen vl ¢ dmierecs ang
vt preoiit. Lhey realiy nelrey ne LetteT.
LORBVEe TwWo rrobiens 10T widch
R
Doosrkiy reoenwer Lonel Lo, oltern, woOn You crotalbil snew,
sormewiere apcutl Tthe coviet Gl sienu UUET.
thot the Loviets allow on'y very low lesu
ng in the sir, wut I ocon't Zrnov the sclentiiic
resson of this decigion. 1 hore tnot r. otera coula we inio:
Coula vou be kind enou to give me nis address or ¢ conteac:
I by forwarcing this letter tTo im¥
v,‘::;':
g £ 1z your reyport "lublic resith ssyecis ¢i ircreasing leirsastil
T - . L .- o 0
o Lead Content in l.otor suel" avstracted LYy (r.o.h.byae,
g; Lo osey -~ anc ] coupletely agree - tiat time 1s the importar:

tactor in the develovnment of a phrys
307

vtion of ninute guantities of

anolying the wmethiods of vour invest
the effects in
aorit that I don't waree with

T

I nave found in the

this

environment of

advance of any harmful consequences. I

1010»1c response to the
lead.

igaticon yvou

You pretend that by
coulad
nust
I'm
rlant for whichk

orinion. rather sure

the lecd

estatlicsh
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viich are evident stilil 10U years aliter tihe innelatlion

e

¢i ihe lead ausl oy the mother. roriunateir 1 succeeced

1: interesting 2 scl.olarg ol the University of .ainsz

tor my ideas. slthough 1'm sure that my lueas cnc
riences will be acknowledged, 1 shoula be hayppy,

it you too would exanmine them. Your possibili

far superior of course. The eifects of the lew

touch the problem of the defense of the .est againet

the voviet Urnion, tnat's to say the common saxe of your

courtry and mine and that of the oth norn-cormunist

t

states. Cn the other hanc I'm conscious Tx-1 1t woulc wue

very «ellc &te dor WO 1O revoLe v CUIY TeSuLlly SLTer e.er
xr e o N S AU S R T aad et a
heve veer Torwarded to Tre Lo resa,, 5o 1L osesitats Lo

coie 10 &lrost &oi CoOuniTrleasr 0L LuXOrle VWIT: Cuwy CLIIIZIZUuiilled,

oo Y e o T e e ~ T B S e e =
neyre 1e o Cioarnce CL o oversChLEL ULl L.,.

= 218 Fen
“hen continuing the study of your rempcrt, 1 see trlat you
were able to make out the lead "bedy burder"., If this means
toat you are stle the determine tle lezd content of the
cornes and other tissues teo, ist would Te very impoerialt
for the Germen schience, I think, cnc 1 shcula be trankful
to you, if you could tell me, how this procedure goes on.
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