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"05 SPRAYING STOPPED: Asbestos spraying operations at three New York City skyscraper 
building sites have been stoppea ana summons were handed out at three other loca­
tions m the wake of the Department of Air Resources newly promulgated regulations 
concerning use of the suspected carcinogenic material. The regulations do net bur. 
outright the use of the material but rather impose severe restrictions on cr.clos:ng 
the work area during spraying, mandates the use of respirators and coveralls by 
spraying crews and cleaning up any loose asbestos from the pob site....The Depart­
ment of Air Resources held a five-hour private hearing on alleged asbestos emission 
from one of the job sites but the exercise was largely a matter of record-building 
since only medical experts, engineers and an air pollution inspector testified, 
contractor did not testify but voluntarily stopped spraying operations. The pnvat 
hearing was adjourned until today (May 11). The city is expected to have a two-da;, 
public hearing on the asbestos problem within the next few weeks. Medical experts 
contend that certain types of cancer are 1,000 times greater among asbestos worker, 
than among the general population.

...One of the major spraying contractors in the New York area told AW that the situatior 
was largely political. The new regulations were issued on a Saturday and were to 
go into effect at 7 a.m. the following Monday. The contractor claims to have beer, 
unaware of the regulation until he received it in the mail late Monday afternoon. 
Even the Department of Air Resources concedes it may be on shakey ground promul­
gating and enforcing such regulations before a public hearing is held.

...Being tested as a substitute for asbestos in New York is a plastic material produced 
by U.S. Mineral Co. And in Canada an intumescent mastic material is being marketo: 
as an insulating material. The problem with both of these substitutes, however, 
is their high cost.
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