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Dawdling on Toxic Chemicals

Never have the arguments been stronger for
@ strong national toxic substances control act.
The evidence thet a growing number of chemi-.
cals increasingly threstens humans, animails

tually untouched. EPA has plans to prevent

PCB discharges by major industries, but these
deadly chemicais enter the envi from

many other sources—ranging {rom discarded

and plants—and even entire has
burgeoned during the past two years. Among
the chemicals: the ubiquitous polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBa} that are persiatent, pol

industrial compounds found in |mln| quanti-
ties in the environment; the polyvinyl chlorides
that cause human liver cancer; the lead from
auto exhausts whick more than likely poisons
inner-city children.

The stronger versions of toxic substances
control bills now being considered by Congress
would give the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy authority to require toxicological urmlu.
and; if indicated, axtensive testing, of all com-
mercial chemicals, both those already on the
market and those proposed for marketing. Al-
though EPA now has substantial powers to pre-
vant pollution of the air and water with chemi-
cals, these powers leave some substances vir-

old electrical equipment in junkyards to smold-
ering trash heaps. The only way EPA can get a
handle on the problem is through strong legisla-
tion giving it the authority to restrict the manu-
facture or importation of toxicsubstances.
Despite all the new evidence, however, Con-
gress has dawdled on toxic ssbstances control
{egislation. This appears to bea result of a mis-
guided reluctance to impose my additional reg-
ulation on industries sufferirg from the reces-
sion. This reluctance has bittled up a strong
Senate bill in committee, anl threatens to cow
the House into incorporatingweakening amend-
ments from an industry bil. The justification

that represent tremendousthreats to the public
bealth,
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