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with a Iov ol attention to pistoricsl data and epidemiolsgical
studies. Dr. Irving . Selikoff and pr. Kaye H. £iiburn
Siracted the confarsmoe. & mRiordty of the gpealtsrs seemed to
airact thelr prasentationy 6o the needs and nlbuatiops of
plaintifls in asbeaﬁ&a*%&lateﬁ discase litigatvion,

The first day of tﬁe conferenece invoived very little
“nawt infurmation. I sensed that many mewbers of the audience

. wers new to this area and g thorough historicsl prasentatisn
was Leing made for thelr psnefit. Events and stufies with
whlak we are all famlilisy were yrésentad and emghasizéd,

The confarence began with ah‘znﬁradﬁctiea by Dr, Seliwsff,
quoting the fugnst B, 197§ statemsnt of HEW: “spproximabely £-11
miiliﬁm WOTKers nave bhesh axnosed to asb&atoz..‘lQﬁ to 2.5
million sre now baing expazed...effects of sxposure 'wr:m"%»

appery for 15 to 30 years.™

Wwitkewt being exhausbiva, coma BT the nanes and gzvoe
that verce prasentad in bthat fipst day of the conference were:
{13 1367 - Do, H. Montagué Hurray reporbed first recorded deash

ol azbasrosls in Sreat Britfan; (2} 1930 - L8t cuse veport

>

study an ashestosis in U.8.8., exposure was 1 South Afvioas
{3} 1838 -~ Dreassen, et 8l, proclaiwed the TLY of Smppary (4
1855 - Wrlght ploneered analysis of pulmonary fanction patterns

and (5} 19%7 - O'Donnzll and Yerd callsd attention to lung

- -
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Fuckher, wmany general statemwents aboub asbestos-related
dlsapses were maﬁe. Egampies are: (1Y changes in normslcy of
Z-TRYS ars lgygely segn aftep Iong lahsncy period - apbroximately
20 yezrs: {2} one out of ev%ry Tive inﬁu}.atic'n workers in this

sountey dies of lung cancer; (3} historically, casecsy bas

o

gerr Sepent mych more in She lowser Lobes of the lungs ang

linings instead of the non-peritoneum and higher in the lung
Wiere those careinomas normelly ogour; and (4] asbeston.p &Ea e
gancers are often beyangd tha.skill of a surgeon’s knile {(autopsy
pho¥os supperting this ﬁrcposikion were prasented). Dr. Selikef?
siptad that vecent duta shows a statistically significant fnerazse
in The apprarence of carcinomas in the larynx, pharyns, and
kidney In pshestos workers. The oliniczl labtency pardiod for

these caneers appears to be roughly 1§ £o 40 plué yenrs,

Pr. Belikef? Teely that the real problem with expUsUre

to asbestos 5 cancer not ashestesis. A significant fastor

in thix area 15 the end preduct use. Dpr, Selikoff seems to feel
that workers In companies madufasturing asbestos-containing end

products have more health problems than those in  the produstion

end mining segment of vhe dndustey.

br. Seliko L7 asmerbed thar, in 1952, dostors hegan

- to see messtheliomz cases in workers exposed tg only amosile.
This was suprising, sinve sarlieyr modlcal opinion held thal
rezothelions was gpused %y crysoti&e axposyre., References

were:  Wagner~-1974 ,2eitish Journzl of Medisine, and Molly
Fewhouse. He further asserbed that briefl expozure te sghestad,
if exogaslve, nay be 25 hazardous a2y long tebik sxposurs {9 lowsr
exnmantrations. Znrphasis was plaaeﬁ an rroRrts Lhas an

wa B

o
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Incressed incidence of cencsr was found in workers whe had bges
sxposad Vo astestos for only one day at the Patterson pfant
{such workers were purpartedly exposed to wvery nigh dust levels
and bad eonditions),

Another aspect of asbeshos~reliated dissages wes
diseussed by Dy, ﬂeiikhff.‘ In the profession it 1s now called
*yystandsrs” diseszs. This does not refer ¢ those wirking
direetly with astestos~pnonbeining materials. Haﬁhar, bystanders
are inddividuals whs gontrant an ashesbtos~yralated disease with-
cﬁt primary ccoupational exposure bn asbéétgaécontaining materials.
Tﬁase are genexrglly, bub not nscessarily, family members of the
é&be&tqs\wark&r.l 1
Dr. Sziikelf summarized leésons concerning asbasion-
related dlseases lazrned diwdng the lest 15 years:

1. Dome~dissase resgvnse'relatimnship;

2. Preceminsnce of cancer ig replacing ssbestoslsy

Plaurael razgsthelicme presanting with seank

3
»

SAPOIUTES |

¥, ZImportance of end-produshk use; and

¢

5, Cigarstte snoxing and 1ts affech on canssr in
ashastoy worksaes, 4

" pesearchers are now finding thad, in animal models,

sems moescthelioma as is sgen In

b

glass Jibars can pausg &k
humans expozed £0 sybestos, However, 1T 1S not yalt tnipwn AL the

results will appesar in humsns expused to glass fiharg.
. vl
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* e, Nicholson assentad phat, in the shipbullding industry
¥ % s

-

these sssociated with theemal insujation have the greabest
chance of coutvacting asbestos-related diseases. The speaker
emphasiced importanse of the toval working envarar ent, rabther
than Jjust the parpiculsr trade. The prevalence of fibers and
dust throughout the shipyard 1s, aceording to Dr. Wicholson,
avidenced in abnormalities among all shipyard workers. Guards
wivhout previous yard jobs and drafvamen withoub sny sxpsrience
in bhe yvards bhave Besn diasgncsed as having sume of the ashasios
related fisesses. It is estimabed that approximately 4-1/2
#iilion different individidals wers employed in shipyards 4uring
¥orlid War 31X, ) .

Dr. Belikof? disvussed the faot that vesearchers

have seen 1n BEErQ transfer of asbestos exposure in salmals but

&+

not in bhumans. He slso nsserted that children of workers wha

F

sonbract asbestos-related disessss show sympboms 20-30 years
gfter Birdn. ‘The assumpiinn Iz tnat oney iphaled vibers

i thelir hOm@,.prﬁbablY sarried by thelr fathesr’s elnining
sr halr of body, not from in ugers exposure. Dr. Selikolfd

’ rzund thah exposure cannot reully ke ztopred once & single

s2p avur& nas mccurred becﬁuse sue inhaled ”ibexs sontinue Lo
expose vhe Lungs and the long lining.

The svezkers pointed ouf that, for laymen resding sopse
sf the epldemioclogieasl data, it 413 imporsany o wwierstand tha
zalthy worker efflect”. In genevsl, the negt compavisan for

211 svudies 45 vhe 1.3, populabion daba. Buk for She firse

»*

.

o

-
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five, years of mest stadies sf any type of workers, thore ssems

o e 30w

-3

ol gio

ek p

408 fwwer deaths than among the general sopuiation.

ni3 1y because the general population has a nigher proporiion

a0ple, while the working population is genarslly

nealthier. Therefors, for the Tiras five bo Cert yenrs of

suployment, the working populavinng 13 healthier tham tua

&

ansral population. 4s e résult, if researchere find fdentical

shatiavies from the genersl population and from workers eurly

in ¢

thelr cavesrs, something s WIRng.

Dr. $elikoff dliscussed the fast that, workers uswally

die of lung cancer with gshestosis, though there are cases

¥
“asre death Is due Lo asbeshosis {very short of breath) witgﬂthe

presence of Lumg canser. Polmonary scerring and cop pulmonale

cause ALfficulty 4n pulmonary fanctions, although there sre no pood

date yet about eorrelations hatwaen these two conditions and

heart abvacws.,

v -

Tunere was an intereshlng and in-depth presentabion of

t4e mxna%ologv ‘ol asheskos. In parcy it was quite speoifis

chewically, bhut most of what'was discussed should be COMTON

knculedge to members of the ssbestos industey. Asparently
. . . “»

dezoaibs of crocidolite are contaminated with apssite. This

valses an interssting point with respeet to 1ivigation in whieh

seilice fypes of a8%e8V0s jor asbestosx fibers s important.

. Langsr discussed YSrowplan movement™ which plays

+*

gy imporgant part in the alrborne quality of asbestes Fibars,

-~ ~

B
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The very small {lbers do nob fall rapidly due to sthar astoms
and wmolgoules moving in the atmosphers. These ofhay aaé%icles
push the small ashestos Pilbers around - oféey 2us5ing Pham upvards
In 2 vacuum, the swallest fibers would setile ~ bab this iz not
56 in the atmosphersz. Thersfore, some filsrs may naver setble
regardless of gravity. This leads_to an ducweased duranion
of pussible exposura to the Tibers.

Dr. Langsr asserted that thape are no known sale
gxposure levels to asbestos. Howsver, he helisves That, as
dose gyposuras décreazs, there should ba 2 &ecra&seAin the

invidenine »f the various éiseas&s, He said that there is 1o

'knaun exposurs standerd in the United States to pr evenﬁ CANYeTs.

A3 & reault the Industries and seienqas wark en & régwlatnry

systew trying to minimiz# eXPOBINE and possible relat ad diseases.
D Nicbalsoa disaussad ﬁiffigultins with early dush
mepgursnents.  Phe basic prohlems nobed were:
1. Pew sounbs warz Jone; -
Z. fThoga thet wede dene did net use pulrent techniguss;
3. ALl partisles (mppef) were counted rebher than
\uvnl‘;{';«fimrs $ and
s ccnversién;Sgc@céa‘waxg‘unﬁertain,§
Mr. Mlnhazl ¥ood, ‘J:ﬁfac'tc;z* w8 Bafesy end Communizations,
Inteenationsl Srotharhoed of Follar Makers, Tl
,
Pribune newspapey arviclzy "The Tedersl poveramsrt hkas che

hegviest of responsisliisliessin finding srlutions to grablams of

miLlions of vorkers expused.t . Woud thun esserted that

o
UCC D0RIS9 .
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RPN N pasrar AL e e b e A

ranagement must ¢olleciively bargiin cver the safety andwhealth
insult™ LU hes rendeved its warkers '

During a quesaimn‘ané mgwar period Wrere way & dissussion
conoerning the devalued Ameflean dollar and the effect 4t
say have on asbestos~-related dlsesszs. A speaker asserizd
that many forelgn ships ara‘being brought to $the TUnited States
for yepair. Therefors, shipworksrs nay be working ou tha e ships
without kaowing what malerislis they are being exposed to. This
ray Iincreaseg the likelihsod of their eaposurs Lo asbastos and
agbasbos~senbaining materials. ’

1% was stated thst medlcal expertise in cliniesl snd
pathologienl interpretation throughont this combry is generally
sufficlent. ¥urther, the Amsriesn Cellegs of Radivlogy is
) tfaining,its~£echnicians %% read and inberpreé K~Pa¥S 5Q
that there will be a bi gﬁer Jegree Of aocuracy in Ghe specifie

srea of PulMORAry pProblems and x-vays relating fo puinonary

~

Flgwasny., ’
fr. Selikeff gave & arisf pressntakion on the ILD

{Interuztisnal Lakor OF ce\'czas $Zication system. This system
a8 designed 5o ¢lassily IMllms and z-rays for spidemislogists,
stabisticians and osthers in ,ha field. Itz fukotlon Ls puraly
ane of slaagilication {the preambdble Yo its dasign stza%es thak
vhis classilication i3 not
What Tollows 1 a very trisf mumary of what Dr. Selitoff said.
Preumoceninses ave ¢ust dissases of vhe lung. IO
pagan labeling x-re¥e 50 provide @ standard clagsifieation

gystem for lung dlseasses. Th2 claszilicstions originally shoved

------ eew e,

Tar workmen's compensarinn and the like).

ety -

»
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£

whab was aecurring i thosge szpused va coal 'dust ang 3ORE

o

iliza, 'The clas *if;cat ons gegorited nadules, bul vhen the
redical profession began seeing %8848y £ilms tasy sould not
use the same desceriptions for Ywo reaszens. ¥irsi, Shave were
ne npodulas.  Segqond, ssbastoswrelaved problems were apparent
not only in tha lungs, but alss in thz pleurs, and the inivisl
elassification slidaé ald noeu relate Yo non-lung problans.

Lr. Selikeff reiterated that it is importast o
remenmber thet there is & much restey emount of patholegy in
the lungs than can be seen 00 x~rays. X-rays always mnder-
sstimate what 1s there. BecsuSe of this, a whole new set of
stag&ards aﬁd classifications weve dereloped regarding ssbestos
and asbestos-relsted disesses ard films showing esch Qf;zh¢§a.
The result 1s a new {1978% ‘.assi oahia syﬁtam,” Thiis will

inglude a proposed set of stardard “ilms so that enyene looking

£t the films will know exmetly what 1s meant by the vardieus

12

lassificationa. In evheyr worls, Joesers £in sumears th: Iitow

of theiy ga&ieno %o the stegndard fLlzs thed come wibh Owx

{5

lassification puckage. Thew=s %3 €283 & propossl Ynalt thewes be

o

set of ar&»ﬂatvgpr“ filme. These 2ilrs would showt 30Lh ards

3f eanh cabegory su that a partfoular classifidation w31 iesluds

film from the widdle {ox avebige) of vhat category and both

3
e
poce}
led
oy
3
]
w
0
®
3
&
[s%
¢
e
e
1
£
3
%
e
Y
]
and
W
g
»
&

s rarely sncountevsed anong P2oply without any £39%e8508 sxposure.

Ha sbated that aubwpsies will reveal less than onz oud ¢f 15,000

3

«

. -
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ns have mesothelloma = the pleura, yar 2 vo LU5 of rersons

<3

wish zshestog exposurs é&ﬁﬁlrﬂ pleural masothslicrza. ?é%ref@r

‘ *
according to Lr. Rsbin, shere i3 g delinile noérelatian batwaern
EXPRsSLLe 6w asbassos {pither wicugpationslly or by ~entaet wWith
.ona so exposed) and the develnopmant of plzural mesitheliona.
Nobe, nowever, that accoprding to speapkers ap tre esnlarsnos,
studies in Turkey hava revesled pleural pescthelicns 88 @

4 .

rasult of expusura to xeoslite.

niffuse pleural thickening, diffuse pleursl plaquas

g

meinly on the diaphragm) and plsural ealelfioabicn are olten
seen in ashestys workers. In sleural thiskening, “he ﬁleura
often areates a case around <he lung Qauﬁinv shortness of breath.
pr, Tierstedn statad *ﬂa: & cangﬁmmeraua shagdow un the
lung w-ray ﬁoes\net necessar;ly preEan CErclnoxs. rzac, t %
prasence of an asbestos Tiber on 2 Wiapsy daes'not necessavily
wesn asbestoslis. ﬁswever oimary earelnoms of bha lung
ia metasvabic fo the»plaur”,’ Iha“e ray e 2 very sophistloateld
t

g 3 {lzrentisz

;..J

new instrument on she horiszon shileh will ha

hanyeen ﬂ&?ainoma and pulmsnavy [idbresis., Iv g rallsd 2
mpety sean,® {spelling phonesisl. :
— %

Tne Tollowing is 5 s;“ﬁ ”v of points nads ov
r. Tisrsteln gith reﬁpaat 4 grlmary broacshoganie cwnoinona.

L. Fulmonsry asbeyiisis mar mesk 2otamorg

-

2. Tue cander is wove frequent in the Liwer lcoles;

e, .. 2 b3 g -
3, The cancer iy wsually “periphaxgl¥y

e
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4. Larcinocmg ia irgreasingls cormon wABhout relzsaary
asbestosiag and K
‘ 3. It is Girficuls xo diffarantiaze setveer plau&ai
carcinota, pleurel metastasas and mesctielisma.
There appears to ba z PO38L0LILILY of using rucleay

medicineg in deteraining PIARAYTY bronchicpenic acaves omzs
gallivm snan mEY be able t¢ detact some of the Libers in *he

lung tissues, Thosse Patients wish maligrent meaotieliome would

be detgcted by gallium saaﬁning ang dif?erantian&d frcg thvge with
berdgn pleursl involvement, ¢ '

Br. Rabin stated thas - xung sanser is eignt tiﬁes as

gr 2% In those exposed to as;es 3% &8 1in the genersi 7.8,
population. He alsy asserted that blocd-ges studiss sye

n71{eiy to help dizguose asteitesls, Apparently 1t ‘s eoren
to neve negative x~ray§ alvbeugh varisus aulmon arJ t“fo?c”w
exist, Et 1s Dr. Rabin's vien what anbestosls ard
vareinonas have no dose~tesponss TRlasiunelip 3 one Laokhem ew
esen has thelr gwn dasewresgcnzg eaeva . Diagnhostis horgaobomies
are not revommended by Dr. Rabla, He nmored that trews navyg Lesen
w“rea dantlts dus to GLagnovtLe thoracehamies at N, Sevas “hers

Sabe s Sob s Wt an o -

EpEeErs £o be @ low resfskenc: te pasi-shorsced

Acnavding ?Q br. Chorg, mssothsliema s myeh ~ess

¥

sommet than the lung esncers o

-

PR

o ) J
[N BIre syecilin.  avaioooa

*—‘ot

R LThe pleura s lung pavenchrm: rrrurdsd bY mesctihzlinwa .
HisZologically, wessthelinma TR Leok very similar 89 saveimpma

of She Pleura.  Any tumor thas §8%s Irte the pleur: will ETOW

UECB08163
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in the same manner. Mesobheliomas ave 70-75% epithslisl.
Dr. Guzukl noted that a histojogieal seciéion iz not sz FRUG way
to dessrmine asbestosis, )

& light mioroscope may be used, axcording to Ir. Langer,

ivng A one understanda the caveats £o Ity use., Uare

2

. sophisticated lnstruments Include the 1ight beam ani the eiectrén

Deam migrogconas., .
An interesting caveat to the 3ritish ssbesvcs svasndands

weg discussed by Dr. Nicholson., The British standzvrds ware

desipned to prevent {or lower the incidence of} asbsstcsis.

He zsserted that no one knew vhat were “"safe™ standerds &

prevent canger. The problem with the standsrd for zgrsinegens,

as stated ab the cﬁnferaneeg iz that sven as the pragent tims

we do not know thrasholds for carcinegens. Thevefore, Dr. Kisholson

reocanended reducing exposure levels as saian 8% possible .,

In diseuesing curren® standards ha noted thas Shere is
*

¥

ne historic or sedentific basis For ths "<wn fthas x

«

Furvher, the five micron lengih was atztad 3¢ Wg an ariizrary

3

w281 to allow the counting of Fiders with the Tigh+ rlesraseogn.,
Dr. Hicholson shated that we don't xrow shes shorser Mhavs

do net cause prodblems. Similarily, he asszrted thay havz are

100 times a3 many fibers shorter than Iivs nicréns 2z -hoss

more than five microns in lengih.

Dr. Selikoff delieves that 13 Lz very Silliauls %3

;Kf

X » - A e o 3 PN
have dust wsounts done. Puarthsar, he zsserdad thar gprroxiravely

» M}'EM

U nogt6a
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i%% o & man's 1ife is lost 4f ha Yaoomes an ASVRELOS whrlear.
*

He 414 note thab 1% is important in reme
strietly aversges ane that the results
worker, The Pasaagn of time Irom onzet
% L3 fmportant to rememter that for res
pariod ol less than 20w Eﬁ years 13 not

perisd after 30 years.

mber that we are Laliing
ara Gifferant for BRETY
af exposurs s eritical.
sareh pRrBoses & siudy

&5 significant zs the

Or. Selikelf continued by stating that there is 4 sharp

dose-respanse relationship fyr lang cane
< has worked with a&bessos, the more likel
canesy - buk again the latensy period is
durdsn ﬂantinuaé£to affect with no furch
the 1nitfal exznsure whivh caﬂ be one me

week The smaller the ﬂnit*a? dose, Lhe

er ~ the longer & woriar
¥ he 13 to get Iung
sruclal. The tissus
ey nxposura other than
nth, ﬁn@ Fear, evan one

1onger the induction

perind (aoae~induction peried}. These ware 4234 to be the

ra

biclogieal pavemeters that must e talken

inte consideration.

One segment of the conllerenss was dirscted *owepd ‘

discussing “family woruact Giseameg.t &
this relates to children and women expos
eacu;atisnally Faposed to ay ehtos It

§n‘ ibers ornugh* oack in»a the Hame by

on hw” ac&i&b,.in thelr hair and on th

-
N

’-J—

T oAndersorn sinlzived thay
24 Lo workars who vwews

fs belleved thal tam dast

BN

the vofkar weyy agryrlel
2
eir~work elothes. Thars

§ & velabive visk factor of ten Por women with mpaothelloms

Thiz peans that a woman with masobheliame s ten times as likely

80 ilve (or have ldvad) in 3 homs with an as

& waman In the control Broud.

»1 3-¢
UCC 008165
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* According uo Dr. Anderson, asbastos fihers PEYSLIST in

whe Abmosphere. In some homes that were tested, ashestos Pivers
© wepe found on the walls, cellings and Tramewsrk over ihe doar
v much a8 30 yesrs after the lust knawn working date of the
sbestos worker. Wives have besn found t¢ haye the greatesst
shangs of sentracting asbestog-prelated dlseasas, Suriously,
gaught&rs ware found to devalop asbestos-related diseasss the
least, lesx than their mals siblings. No one is sure why this
is s,
Following the apovs background In the mediesl anﬂ
epi&emial@giaal aspeets of gshestos«aysoninted dilsesses,
. bresentatlons were made relating to workmen's ﬁambenuatiuﬂ
‘ prodit f:‘b liab4lity ang legal sspeots of the ashaston disease

-

problam, I will Haow tuen to a Suamary ol soma af thote presens
tations . * '

In éiscussing the sclentifie vasis for regulzbory
deternination of disabiiity, Lr. Xiibumn nei a8 that “di&aiili i3
an opinien.”™ He expluined that vhers are four‘claases of pulnmonavys
respirasory Lmpairmeny Lhab sorrespund o the four glzsses of
sgrdiovascular ianpairment, Me. ﬁaward Yincent then said phat
. the length of time from tins of injury o vthe Mrst disadbilicy

check receivsd by the clailmant ias approximataly &0 davy in gngury

*

i

e.

Erd

and 2povoximatsly ons ¥ear in occuptsional ilinssses. He

Py

€

saabinued Thit one oot of every Ten injury cases is gontastad and
Thare 1s an average award of &2%,000, $iz nut of evary tan

iliness cgses are conhesbed angd thers i Bn average award of less

N T A ——— .
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than $10,000,

Avcovding £o My, Pasl Oillarwat the sariisst
Gt opeupational dizeases are set apart from gocldantel injuries
£or Lm0 raasons {1} the diszase $5 not 2ceidental dub i wskally
expented; and {2) the dissase haw developed over & long perlod
of time versus 4 sudden omset {(like an agcidane) . '

Compensable 8isabil 1%y can alus be dividzd fnzo
two cabegories -~ a diaahiliﬁy «f & medival or physical natupe
and 2 de fasto inability £0 earn wages. The twn types uswally

©acour slmultanecusly, but they cun cacur indeperudently.

There ars four classes of Alsapllity: torprrasy-total
temgoraryméarﬁiéi; gzrmaﬁ&nt«@ozal; and permansnbeparkial. 4 pore
deteiled dlseussion of these four clatses of éisability is contained

. ‘ in'tkw Amez‘i»?:axa '.M'édiéaﬁl‘ Assoeiaﬁicd Ysuide” to perzanent disgbl i%:.'.
It 4s important to remenber that in detarmining disability She -

faeuz I3 not on the loss of earning cepreity but dn the szuge z2f

€t
1Y

the Lo%n of sawiag capacity {1 e., i3 it conupaslonsity,  as
Uetober 1, 1978 ¢he maximum rabs of compensation vazs €398 par week.
Pl 8 atthew~$aa per revealed $hat a ﬁétésﬁiﬁaﬁibﬁ 37 Sis-
abllity is not only dependant on g dlagnzsis bar zlse on zgs,
=ducatlion, industris] histnry'amd"ﬂva lable em,l sraeny whieh

’
She $laimant van Sbtain aft&” Aajury., Furthsr, dizabilivy ¢

o 4
e

clegal wease does not become permanent mtil it vesshes mavimes
medical Improvement. This determination 1% meds oF & adminisirativg
iaw judge. Nr. Shafner sald that wrltten medical reaports rmay
rot ve introduced lo¥e evidence in disability ﬁearings gad in

axbestosis cases {b I3 generally desivable ~ and aften BECESHREYY -

> -
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‘of the tissuss whish follows thé cessation of exposurs, It is

L3
L0 Tmve medigal esxpert wibtnezses fesvify.

—-q
542
<3
32
g
fror
s
i
o)
143
3
Y
er
§e
s
3
&

bo work zfter infury this dosg nOT preciuds a finding of permansnt
or total disablilty, My, Shafneyw emphasized thab ddsability is a
forwvard~loocking eanceptk, net just‘an graminatlion of past evanta,
Fr. Henderson added that the statube of 13emd én tony bn disability
claims Degins to pun when the claimant knove or reasonahly should
hgve knawn abaul his (1) exposurs op {2) diseasw or (1) hapnful
exposyure,

There was e discussion of some particulariy A1 81 eult
selentifle and legal guestion whiek arise in werkmen's compensation
proceadings partieularly when there L3 & long Zabency perlos,

., Selikoff reiteratsd that tissue change Is generally wndetectable
N .
in asbestos~related discases until a 20-year letercy peviod has

rurt.  Theps¥ore, there 1s a puogression of dleznilicy and bupden

possible that the incremenizl insulls BMRY oL e ooming from

ouly one sourcs. This zas pelated %o the comhlines effacts of
smaking, environmen tal probiems, pollutents in the water and gir,
zd che like.

. Shafner continued by mentioning thay the lasth
erployer ov lasy insursnce carrder 1z generelilrvraspansible Pov
compensation, In f4ling mulniple claims there sasuld he no
ovarlepping of benalits, but thewve should 2l3¢ %2 no gaprx. The
govermmant has a pright fo g third-party lisn 17 the enrlayee hag
been treatad for compsnsable dizease by a Wi clinie., Uolkras's

i .
gompansation may affect the amount of sogial sscurity reneived

#ithough soelal security dYoes pot alfect workesn's sompensatian
& ¥

3
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deternmining lzgad points in workmeu's compens

awards. It iy hard Lo obtaln Seval compeasablon throuph seeial

-~

Nr, Gens Locks gosed the Tollowing erucisl questions for

£

tion «4la

%S
£8

o3 ﬂoes

b

disease exlst 8t a subw-clinlcal stagz? or only when it is

o

detectalkle at radlographis stages? or when pulnonary function
changes become avident? \

With rgspect %o the ?&; rying statubes oi’ Jimitaticon,
in He. Henderson's op*nzgm, the time when the ¢ause of achion
-noerues could be: {2) vhen the plalnkiff suffers harmg {27 when
the plainbiff becomss aware of the disesss process; (3] when the
:Qlaintiff rgeognlzes the causual realtlonshlp belwesn exposure
and the diseasei m? (k},she defendant s dale of‘duty {1ast
sxposure date), i - '» S . ‘

¥y, Bonsld ﬁotlnx asserbed that a guod radiolabis+
should ke ahle to distinguish batueen fibrﬁsi caused “y smakiﬁ
apgd fibyosis cauved by asbestos exposurz, Hg also stated thad
&s&ésﬁp& fibers and o4 gar te smo mying ast independerntly and
aitner can cause Iung cancer. He pointed out thal o non-smoking

aééﬁstﬁz warker has & Live Cimes greater shance ol cuntraeting

4t
#
e ]
*
£
g.°
tk

ung cander then the gensral pogularian.
! v

r. Roy Steinfurth stated that corpensaiion bﬁairﬂ sy

~r

wsually Soo late or insdequata o halt the chalin of Feoollaverall

a%enys Lhat Qeoud whan 3 worker has eontvactesd an gogLpationgl

T digzase.  Some of Lhose events are deprassion, Lreak up ul the

femily, depletion of savings, loss of wages, avd the iike. He

- )
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zsseyted that it is of ubmost, lmportance o have atbtorneys who
are well varssd in workmen's compensation and products 1datidivy
1a. He noted that the time Trom applicabtlion to che award of
nenefits 45 often two ox thrae ¥yeears during which vime the plalatif?
often diegol mre burden of proef iz then on ghe widow or shher
representative, sspecialliy in state compensation zases,

\ Tneye are Luwo states which, as yet, bhave not awardsd
any compensatlion o asbestos workars. Those stated ars Hississippl
and Louisiana. '

Mr. Albert Willus poinbad oub there iz no guch thing

as an inert dust, but there are great individual differenass
in the susceptibiliby to dusi, expesurs and pulmonary insult.

s1ixoff sdded thet in 15% of all wesothelloma nases

92

(3328
* .

Jasbestos cannot be identifizd as the cause and that it does not

make biclogical sense that only one agent could causs a ¢ancer.

The last stabtemant was supparsed by evidence Prom Turkey of fwo

Casffereat types ¢f wxolite causing g pyoe of asneer,

4% & 4 of tha Parsnes 4 A e
On the last dey of the sonlersnes &p§~0§§%§§f§§§§éf&

% At Aoy, AN ans

hours of the afternocn 528slon Wers ased- to demonstrate 3 workuen ' %
Ay -
ALY BAGY

v

corpensation hearing. Theye was 4 direct exaninatfon@nd ¢ross-

&

e
examinativa of The plaintiffts pathologlst, 2 ﬁ;recﬁ4axaminatian
e

sreas-exanination of the defendants' riiflclan, alosing

ghd
jo3

K3

vy

>

rpuments and a rabuttal, ;omglﬁta tapes ot vhesze presentations
aprs zvailaile.

If any AT&ASHA membeé wishes further {nformation conoarning
this aoﬁferenc&& pr wishes ©Q shtain coplies of any »¥ the tap?s,

-

‘nleuse contact o
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