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bese: W. 8. Clark

P. G. Sutton - Wilmington .
John Van Gelder - Wilmington

Aprid 19, 1971

MNpr. Joseph Giordanc

Teohnical Direstor

Products Researoh & Chemical Corp.
410 Jersey Avenue

Gloucester Oity, New Jersey 08030

Dear Mr. Giordanoc:

Your request for information and status on our
chlorinated terphenyl produot line has been re-
ferred to me for comment by our sales representative,
John Van Gelder. Aa I understand your need, you
would like to know more about 1) the behavior of
ohlorinated terphenyls in the environment, 2) the
PCB contens in these praducts and 3) our long ters
plans for these products in the market.

As you know, we made our deoision last spring to with-
draw POBs from open system applications. Needless to
say, this dedision was made only after much deliberation
and evaluation of the data available to us. Based on
this study, we eoncluded that it would be in the best
interssts of Nonsanto, our oustomers, and the environ-
ment S0 stop selling POBs into open system appliocations.
Ve believe that this was a good decision based on the
facts availadble at thas time.

All during our evaluation of POBs in the environment,

we attem) to £ind some evidence thas pelychlorinated
terphenyls (PCTs) were aleo affecbing the ecology. AS
ne time did we £ind these materials in the environment.
8ince last spring, we have continued te search for NTs
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in the environment and eur findings are still the
same. POTs do not show up in the lakes, streams,
fish, birds or other natural stdtes.

While Nonsanto would like to be able to say that we
have a complete explanation ss to why ohlorinated ter.
phenyls de not appear in the environment, this is not
the case. Ws believe that in genersl, they resist bie-
degradetion to a degree similar to the FOBa., Hewever,
we do inow that the ohlorinated terphenyls are mush,
muoh less solubls in water than their ohlorinated bi-
phenyl analogs. This would csertainly make thea less
availabla in the streams and lakes, and thus less
likely to enter the food chains. PFurther, judging
from 1) the sisze and configuration of the two mole-
oules, and 2) the relative solubility data of chlorin-
ated biphenyl and ohlorinsted terphenyl in organic sele
vents like hexane, one would ocertainly be lead to the
oonclusion that the ohlorinated terphenyls should be
lsss soluble than chlorinated biphenyls in the fatty
tissues of animals. Hers agein, this would make it
more diffioult for the chlorinsted terphenyls to anter
the food ohain,

Our ourrent NB content in our ohlorinated terphenyl

1line is less than 0.4% by weight. We are bringing a
plant modifioation project on stream at the snd of this
year which will reduce thie level to approximately 0.01%.
We are cenfident that this is a level whioh will not cause
any environmental problems.

When Monssnto made 1its decision lsst spring to withdraw
chlorinated biphenyls from open system appliocations, and
te leavo ohlorinated terphenyls on the market, we eon~
sidered all the information whish was .vnuubic to us
st that time. The comments given above summarised some
of the thinking that went into that dacision. 8ince
last spring, we have continued our studiea ad owr
evaluations, and have not as yet formed un‘ new data
which would tend to change our dscision. We fully
expeot that the ohlorinated terphenyl products will
remain in our product line.
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1 hope these ocomments will be helpful te you as you
proosed with your program of reformulation. Please
feel free to oontact us if we oan be of further
service or if we can provide additional infermation
to you.

Very respeotfully,

W, B. Papageorge

Manager, Environmental Control
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