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standard te 500,000 fibers per cubic meter of afir. In 1976, NIOSH recommended

lowering the standard to 100,000 fibers. e A R
NIOSH and OSHA established an Asbestos Work Group iri the fall of 1979.

Its charge was to review all health effects data since the 1976 NIOSH

recquuended standard was transmitted to OSHA and to determine whether any

m?’%

changes to that recommendation were warranted. Was there health d.aanz\}g'e ""‘{3\

'
- ve?

o . . e
occurring at the level of the current standard? The Work Group@nsis% s 'gf
. &, - .
- %
four experts from NIOSH and three from OSHA. - AT q ;‘f‘

- The Work Group has completed its report and NIOSH( héﬁ.—:)fo

n-" a! I.

recomsended r.hat OSHA adopt the Work Group 8 findzg\gg'}\ A copy\of the report
. 1s in your press kit. \'f}‘ -(:\
The Group reconfirmed that there ie \{‘;‘fe e:qn;sure level for asbestos.
- ) Although data suggest that lower exposh-@? resnlls‘ih lower risks of developing

cancer, ' there is no lmmm level 'bel’tQ\w 1c§t‘é§‘hestos-re1ated diseases do not

occur‘ . ‘Q‘gj {:“

'Ihe ‘Group reconfirmea tét a]ﬁ:»cémercial and severasl non—commerciax
.‘r‘w Q
Eom:: of asbestos cau:;&‘ﬁsea ﬂ;here has at timas been debace over uhtch

v \-. 5
types ‘of asbestos, tée’cs ca‘(ee"- disease. The Group found scrong evidence that

all forms are\k& ro skdncluding chrysotﬂe' crocidolite; and fibrous

J
: cummingtonite~g i@be including amnsite, fibrous tremolite, fibrous

actinoclite, andﬁmbmus anthophyllite. The Work Group found no basis for
- J"‘ .
E 'regulatin%\@i‘\type of fiber and not anothar. e et

&E’g‘_ﬁmse tvo premises in mind, let me enumerate some of the specific

findifigs of the Wark Group: R T .

© Optical microscopy continues to be the most reliable and

.economically feasible method for determining airborne levels of

-more-
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