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hugust 4, 1988
0 Membersa, Health Task Force
FROM: Brad Qelman

SUBJECT: Preparation of Dr. Rauscher for TV Interview
TIMA Statement on OSHA rulemaking

Attached fs the material provided by CertainTeed to Dr. Rauscher iIn
preparation for his inrerviev by WCAU-TV on August 3. Cwana~Corning alse
provided 8 shortened version of its Key Healith Messages {eliminated the two
dealing with {ndemnification and Newark)}.

Br. Rauscher recieved media training frow Rob Flaherty and Vicki Jordan via

telephona August &, and Rob/Vicki report he did very well and effectively
uged his extensive research background, inciuding & stint as 8 Dirctor of

W8C.

Aigo enclosed is the approved TIMA statement about the OSHA rulemaking sod
the NIOSE poaition.

BCOS 1pe
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Angust &, 1988

FAX

et

10: 3. Oalman - Owena-Corning (619/248-5337)
2. Flaberty - Burson Marstelisr (212/614-4263

PROM: D, Wackarmat ~ CartainTeed

Attsched fe mavarfal for usa in preparing for the WCAT-TV
intarview tomorrow,

Pagen attachedr® ff '
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KEY STATEMMNTS FOR WGAU-TV_INTERVIEH (8/88)

A group of worid-renowned sclantists met ip London last
Septembar and concluded that for glast 2ibers the possible
riek of ilutig cander among the general public im very low,
12 cthare ig any at a3l, and spould not be cause for
concerns if the current 1ow levals of axposure continve.

f.ast year, gcientists from the Inteznational Agency for
Regaazrch on Cancar, kanown as IARC, evaluated data from a
substantial sumber of human wcieaotific studies ang
concluded that evidaence wae insdeguate to link fiber glass
with cancer 1n man.

Data from more thad 400 scleatific reports amd studies
preduced over the paat 50 yeara supports the fiber gliass
fadustry’e poaition thar filkgr glaae is safe %o
nanufacture and use, '

The Thermal Ineulation Manufacturers Agsociation, commonly
xnews as TIMA, hag taken a proactive approach to easuring
that Ziber ¢laes is safea by aponsoring lhealtl studies,
which aze conducted by leading sclentists at independent
U.5. national laboxaterises and vyniversitlies, Fraakxly, I
don't Xnow of any other industry that Bas studied its
products as extensivaely as the fiber glase induetry.

The fiber glass industry's commitment to health research
13 denonstrated by the fact that TIMA has an active Health
Safery Group. which is responsible for initiating,
evaluating, directing and administering all TIMA research
activities relating to health, safety and work savirosment.
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Qusstions and Angwers in Preparation for WCAU-IV Intervisw

Lo Ave homes with Fiber glgep insuiation pale?

Yen. Thix beidef is backad by <data from over 400 reports &nd studiss over the

past 3G years that show no cause and effect relationship Derween flber glass

amd di_secse tn man,

It 3w wige to avold inhaling any foreign dustz or vapors, and 50 wa Buggest

that those who work with fiber glasa follow rec;mendté work practices.

ste that fibar

Manufacturers nodified the labels on their insulation producis to reflect a
June 1987 classificarion by the International Agency for Research oo Cancar,
known as IARC, that is based largely on experiments in which tumors were
produced by injecting or murglically implanting lacgs doses of glass fibers
into the iungs of labacatory animalis — studies that in no way resemble

conditions in which humans would be exposed to flder glass.

{add, 1t time allows)

There i% a 1ot of deﬁnte in the sclentific community sbout that classification

because when TARC scientists looked at data from a sudetantial mumbers of human
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studies thay concluded that thers was “inadequate evidence® to Link fiber

glasz with cancer in animals, sven 1f there is o such 2ink la Jusans,

4118 $iber qilass another agdaston?

Bo. Thare are lmpoartant diffecencas bDetweaen the two patécrlisisg, most Imporitany
of which is the fact that fiber glass has ot been shown ¢o cause cancer in

san ~~ ashestos hasn,

Pidor glass and asheutox can be compared 10 sugsr and cocaine. Thay look
sinilar, dbut thay have radicaily different effects on the body,

{Add, if time allows}
The materiala are different in terss of chemlcal composition. physical

structure and, most importantly, in the way they react in the body. #Animal

gtudies show that glass fibers, unlilike asbestos, tend vo dissoive in bodily

fluids and can ba naturally cleared from the dody,

1I'‘m not tamillar with the casa, dut it's very possible that that particulas
worker say have been exposed to matarials in othar environments that could
have caused heaith problems, Tens of thousands of fider glaxs workers have
bean studied during the past fifty years, and the dala has shown nO cavse and

affect relaticashiip betwean £iber glass and disease ia tan,
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diamater (ibers. avparenily becauss it has Deiter inuulating proparties.
Ien'x zhar type of Ciper glasy more peadily inhaled inte the lungs and,

Mas * &

rirat of ali: fidars pust ba alrdborne in order &0 2¢ inhaled; and stidies show
that alrborne exposure levels during production and {ristatlaticaa genecally are
balow recommended faderal government levels, Zven if same Fibers €54 get Into
the lung, studies who that very fine glass fibers are the ounes that dissolve
prost readily in bodily fluids.

(34, 1f time wllows)

M oa study cotsplered at the Los Alanoa National Laboratory in 1986, rats and

hamsters Inhaled Fing fivers == up to 1,000 times the amount currently silowed

in the workplace —— with no sadverse health s#ffacts.

Trts important to point out that Mp, Munson 1is involved in the celiuvlose
tasuiation business, & competitor of fider glass., Hisz statemsnts have to be
consideredin thiy coatext. It would be like evaludating Lae facocca's

statensents about Honda or another competing car manufacturer.

=
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T0: Board of Dizectots
Health/gafety Group

FROM: Public Information Commitlee
SUBJ: OS3HA RULBMAKING HEARING AND NIOSH TESTIMONY

tn updating i{ts propossd rule on alir contaminants,
covering more than 400 gubastances, the U. 5, Occupational
Safety and Health Adminiatratlon {OSHA) 12 ¢conducting
hearings in Washingron, DG, OSHA propodes a gtandaxd of
$mg/m3 for fibrous glass Just and 10 mg/wd for nineral
wool £iber (gravimetric nrathod}.

On August 1, the National Institure of Gccupational Safety
anid Health (NIOSH), resgarch arm of the U, 8, Department
of Health and Bupman Services, ¢commantad on OIHA's proposed
- rule. Richard A. Lemen, Dirsctor of the Divislon of
Standards Developmant and Technelogy Tranafer, predented
NIOsH:g testimony. NIOSH's current Recomnended Bxposurs
Level (REL) for fidbrous glass is 3If/cc (fiber count
pethod). NIOSH doed not now hava a REL for minaral wool,

TIMA supports the afforts of OSHA and NIOSH almed at
provacting worker healtd as eviderced by Its long-standing
and extensiva raseaarch program ahd by ita continuation of
that research, Purther, TIMA believes all pulemaking
should be based on sound sclentific research and tha
aggoclation wiiil coentinue to fully cooperate with
governmental agencies to assist in the collection of all
current medical-gclantiszic information.

Attached 13 a copy of NICSR's wilttan testimony and »
transcript of TIMA's <rosas examinarion on August 1.
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