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SUBJECT! A s b e s t o s  R aw  M a te r ia l  Supply

X w a s  in fo rm e d  today  by A dam  N ovak th at the South A fr ic a n  m in e w hich  
ia  cu rre n tly  su p p ly in g  ou r a s b e s t o s  w ill be sh uttin g  down th is  y e a r ,  b e c a u se  
the qu ality  o f  the o r e  body h a s  d e te r io ra te d  to the p o in t w h e re  they b e liev e  it 
i s  no lo n g er  e c o n o m ic a l  to m in e it . They w ill continue to su p p ly  ua with so m e  
a s b e s t o s ,  h o p e fu lly  abou t 100 ton s, fo r  the b a la n c e  o f th is y e a r -  M r, N ovak 
i s  going to c o n ta c t  h i s  o th er a sb e sto B  s o u r c e s ,  and w ill c a l l  b a c k  within a  w eek  
with w h atev er in fo rm a tio n  he h a s  b een  a b le  to o b ta in .

I  c a lle d  S p e c ia l  A sb e s to s  C om pany, but D ick  W areh am  i s  in  A fr ic a  and 
is  not exp ec ted  b a c k  u ntil Ju n e  16. e.

We w ill con tin u e to try  to lo c a te  new a s b e s t o s  s o u r c e s ,  bu t, in  c a s e  w e 
a r e  u n s u c c e s s fu l ,  I b e lie v e  w e should im m e d ia te ly  in v e st ig a te  the follow ing 
a lte rn a tiv e s ,

1. D e te rm in e  w hat H aveg fo rm u latio n  changed w ill  be n e c e s s a r y  to 
a llow  u s to u t i l i s e  m uch  sh o r te r  g r a d e s  of a s b e s t o s .  We would p ro b ab ly  re q u ire  
add ition al d e w a te r in g  equipm en t in the a s b e s t o s  p lan t to p r o c e s s  thiE type of 
m a te r ia l ,
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2 . In v e s t ig a te  p u rc h a sin g  untreated  a s b e s t o s  to m a k e  H aveg  41 . T h is  
w ould re q u ire  a  m u ch  sh o r te r  g ra d e  o f a s b e s t o s ,  b e c a u se  w e w ould  not have to 
allow  for f ib e r  d e g ra d a t io n  du rin g  p r o c e s s in g , and th is type o f m a te r ia l  sh ou ld  
b e  m o re  re a d ily  a v a i la b le .  T h is  would c o n se rv e  ou r le a c h a b le  a s b e s t o s  su p ply  
fo r  H aveg 61 u s e  and w ould p ro v id e  about a two y e a r  su p p ly . T h e r e  would a l s o  
b e  a  su b sta n tia l  c o s t  sav in g  w ith th is a p p ro a c h .

I w ill co n tin u e  to Btay in c lo s e  co n tact w ith th is  s itu a tio n , and w ill keep 
you in form ed  o f any  new d e v e lo p m e n ts .
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