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Fol4 Why Prepared Paint?

other materials in his paiuts. If he did
know the latter facts, the knowledge
would not help him, because he could not
learn the composition of the dryers.
Good paint is the sum of a good formula
plus proper procedure. Bad paint may
be ecither the result of a bad formula or
the sum of a good formula plus bad
procedure, )
Each paint manufacturer has evolved
through experimentation, factory experi-
ence and service results, the formula or
formulas he uses. Each contends that his
own are the best, and each has abundant
testimony to support his claims. The
aceredited brands of paint—that is, the
whites and tints—are made chiefly of
zinc oxide and white lead (corroded or
sublimed), usually with a proper per-
centage of the reinforcing pigments
(barium sulphate, calcium carbonate,
asbestine, silica and the silicates, etc.).
Some contain anly two of these pigments,
others three or more, and at the
present day no one is competent to

say which is the best or the most economi- .

cal combination. It may be affirmed,
however, without fear of successful
contradiction, that a combination of two
or more of these pigments, properly
balanced, yiclds far more satisfactory ser-
vice in ordinary use than any one of them
alone.

Why Prepared Paint? ryis

Modern prepared paint, considering its
cost, convenience and efficiency, is the
cheapest manufactured commodity offered
to consumers, while modern paste paints
are among the dearest—for the two can
be produced, gallon for gallon, at nearly
the same manufacturing cost.

The general public, through the recent
clamor over the purity of products, hzs
generally lost sight of the fact that in
something like half the paints consumed,
neither lead nor zinc has any place. Yet
we occasionally hear of intelligent people
gravely proposing the use of a blow-pipe
to determine the purity of paint. Let it
be understocd that the blow-pipe will
serve only to determine the purity of
untinted white lead. If color or if any
other white pigment Las been added to
tke lead, it is useless even for this., Fur.
thermore, pure white leads differ widely
in quality, and of these differences the
blow-pipe will give no hint, Finally its
use is limited to one kind of white lead
only, as sublimed white lead—the most
stable of its class—will not yield a lead
bead to the blow-pipe in unpracticed
hands. No colored paint is susceptible to
the blow-pipe test and for other determi-
nations it should be limited to the chemi-
cal laboratory, where it has an important
place, in the hands of those capable of
interpreting its results,
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