Re: Polyvinyl Chloride Piastics and
Vinyl Chlorice Monomer Problem

ich has recantly reached
~Plastics Industry, Inc.,

In light of informatiorp
us, on behalf of The Socicty of
we are deeply concerned about L
we understand may now be under @ Bideration relative to
polyvinyl chloride plastics foodjckaging materials. We are
fearful that some of the salientijlicts are not clearly under-
stood and that, unless they are taken into account, the
plastics industry will be sevax) dversely affected without
any concomitant bernefit to the- ¢ health, safety or
general interest. £t
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for the first time to assure ‘€% Rhere will be no vinyl
monomer (which is not prior sAIfSENed) in the food supply.
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recormend strongly that the folg
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1. 1In our view, ;T thec most
important things the:JY# and Drug
Administration can an#¥fioul: do in
dealing with this prob lén is to employ
the Preamble of any prdposal to explain
carefully tnat, while vinyl monomer may
be a carcinogen */ and s not the ‘ub-
ject of a prior sancticn as the same is
defined in the Food Additives Amendment
Qf 1958, polyvinyl chloride is an

P
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*/ It is conceuec that vanI‘honone , & highly volatile gas

at room temperatir>, 1s a carcincgen when innaled in high

doses over long ¢ riods of “i-a. There is no conclusive data
to indicate that -.ec same .s true as rcoasds ingestion of vinyl
monomer; it may n.c, theraw:cre, pe duirit with as having beern
found to induc: tancer 2I- o westis "aspropriate I[Sr the evalu-
ation of tl. 2f 1 v wudiTivos,
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these new materials can be documented.
Use of them will assure there can be
no reasnnable expectation that poly-
vinyl chlor:de packaging materials will
lead 'to vinyl moncmer becoming a com-
ponent of foods, or will be ingested.

We believe that many _}as
and compound supplying &

Administration on an ind

as to the changes that I

in their food packagin .

to provide this type i If

more data is needed, howewver, we can

ask that it be supplied :Mind would urge
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