
EPA originally finalized the RTR for MATS on May 22, 2020 (the 2020 MATS RTR).' 
In that rulcmaking, EPA determined that the residual risks from coal-fired and oil-fireci EGUs 
were acceptable and did not identify any new technologies to control HAPs for these units. EPA 
finalized the RTR without any changes to emissions standards or work practices. 

When President Bidcn took office, he ciirecteci EPA to reconsider the 2020 MATS RTR. 
On May 7, 2024, EPA published the final MATS RTR. The MATS RTR lowers the PM 
emission standard from 0.030 lb/MMBtu to 0.010 lb/MMBtu. The Rule also tightens the 
standard for emissions ofmercury from lignite-fireci EGUs from 4.0 lb/TBtu to 1.2 lb/TBtu. The 
MATS RTR also requires that existing coal-fireci ECUs use PM CEMS to demonstrate 
compliance with the PM emission standard, eliminating the stack testing option. The LEE status 
option for PM, total non-Hg HAP metals, and individual non-11g HAP metals for coal-fired and 
solid-oil derived fuel-fired EGUs has also been removed. The compliance deadline for both of 
these requirements is July 6, 2027. 

On March 12, 2025, the Trump Administration announced its intention to reconsider the 
MATS RTR. In a fact sheet released that day, EPA cited concerns regarding the Rule. EPA 
stated that the Rule may be inconsistent with the authority granted under CAA and will require 
large estimated costs to comply given that industry has already successfully reduced emissions of 
mercury and other I IAPs. Otter Tail supports EPA's decision to reconsider the MATS RTR for 
the reasons identified in our comments in the MATS RTR docket. 

2. The Presidential Exemption 

CAA 112(i) sets a schedule for compliance. In Section 1 12(i)(4), Congress provided the 
President with executive discretion to exempt a stationary source from compliance with 
standards and limitations provided under Section 112. 

The President may exempt any stationary source from compliance with any 
standard or limitation under this section for a period of not more than 2 years if 
the President determines that the technology to implement such standard is not 
available and that it is in the national security interests of the United States to do 
so. An exemption under this paragraph may be extended for 1 or more additional 
periods, each period not to exceed 2 years. The President shall report to Congress 
with respect to each exemption (or extension thereof) made under this paragraph. 

The President's discretion may be exercised upon satisfying a showing that (1) the 
technology is not available for implementing the standard, and (2) the national security interests 
of the United States warrant the President's exercise of the discretion. 
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