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The Kanager, { 20th Deceaber, 1960,

Australian Eluo Asbestos Limited,
WITTEROOH.

Dear $ir,

Acslotant Inspoector Simmons Los supplied me with

- figures and information ovtained during hio lost inspecticn

of your mingQs -

After correlating all the facts emd studying the
%phm,zmuahtoadﬂum,mtomnawmu
followat=

The long dreok between shifts ie heving tho desired
effoot of clenring tho mine atumosphere bvefore the commancenent

of afternoon chift operations in your upper ssam workings. Xt

vns also found that greater use was being made of secondary .
ventilation appliances, This 1s aseisting tosords more healthy -~
conditions but many working places etill require the instollation .
and constant acoietance of se  ventilation, I suot request:: - - .
that you install secomdary ventila fed from ths purcet TSt T
source in all working places which are not in the direct airflow
end that the uso of ouch ocpplionces be enforcod at all times,

In the Lower Seam workings the long break dotween
chifts 1s waetod, Your present gining aystom ocn the lower sean
48 to ming froa e manvay and chute and form 'Blimd Gtopee'. As
thesa stopeo oxtend, an ares is opaned, which cannot be adequatel:
ventilated at any timo by & fan and duecting,

Further to this, ths ducting carmot de correctly
placed until 8 vorkman enters tho sicpe afier firing, and thero-
fore the long bresk baotween shifte io wusted, and the woriman
{0 axpesed to fumos ol dust,

T mst request that all stopes hove a *through'
airwey, end that faces away froo the through air current be
ventilatod at all times by socondary ventilation. .

It {8 cuggested that these stopss can be ventilsted
by "stope drivee' &s used in your old mining eystem in the
upper soan workings.

) mmdigcriminats orid time firing is having a dotrie-
mental effoct upon cur offorts to make bottedr working conditicna, - -
Thore sbould ¢ 1o necesoity for man to fire at orid time,

tecaves of ths abundonce of working feces.

Saconlary blasting in chmtes 8 increceing end this
increases the dust ond fumc hozard, There should de No noecessity
for this in your ghollow chutes and the praotice could quits
ensily be eliminated by anchoring the etope grirzley bers in
ploco, so that they carnot be ‘epread’ by scraper drivers.

Duet 18 etill being gencrated in your main adit ot
the comveyor transfer point end at No 4 level bin, Dust counts
0f 350 PeDeCeCs and HE0 p.p.C.C, Tespoctively were recorded at
these positions, I met roquest that sction be taken to remove
this aust vhich at present onters the main ventilating flow, It
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48 osuggeated that fans, exhausting from these points will be
the only efficient remedy.

It 48 epperent that some 'bed practices' are the
result of inadequate supervision in your Miners' Schocl, ard the
ney men are deing instructed only in the st of uvsing e machine,
charging up, and firing, Vhon my Inspectorn viacited this
School, the studenta verse boring some 150 feat froa the mamvay
aend through eir current. Although an eleciric fun vas instslled
to drav air from the upper seam workinge to ventilate the stopo,
no ducting was sttached, Acide fram the ventilation aspect,
students were boring in faces 4n which butts had not been .
cleenod out, and dbroken rock not completely bogged dback from the
face, It vus thercfore impassible to examins the bottom of the
faco, Theee breaches of the Uines Reguletion Act can not de
tolersted and it is recuested that decisive sction de taken,

lying .
zajor »olo in mining activities, If striot supervision is not
given, and regular safoty acasures enforced, hapharard methods
will result. This will de followed by upsafe mining and
unpleazant action, .

. At the tine of my Inspectors® visit, ths lower seanm
wat deing opened up off the 2, 3 and L levels. The scme sanveys
and clmtes ure used Lfor both the lower snd UPper stam woXcings, -
The ¢ir possing elong Koe 2, 3 mkmntggundimﬂy»'-
up the menwaye and chutos (uhen open) into _ C
and thence to exhuust without serving eny.useful . purpoS@e-—Aldser sl - -

stoping on advenoed

Follewing my ventilstion Inepector's survey in June 1960, all
panways on Nos 2 and 3 levels were bratticed off; slso all chutes
on Yo 2 lovel, Since ocur visit in September 1560, the mining -

- of the lower néan has cozuenesd resulting in the brettices being
either dismantled, blown out, or dameged, The position nov is
thnt 3,000 cunins entering Ho 1 level, plus 21,000 cumins
entering o 2 level, plus 22,000 cumins entering Lo 3 level are
going to wests (excopt that required to supply the secondnry

fans on 2 and 3 levels, uwhich would amount to apgx'oxmteh
15,000 cumine,) Approximately 35,000 cuminas at least, are

going dirdct to the exhoust fan without serving eny wsefud
purposs. Tho exhoust fen wee megeured at 92,000 cumins, therefort
wvestage 18 greater than ons third, end could probably spproach
onn half of ths total eir supply.

Ry Inspectors reported that only on two occasions,
d4d they £ind the epray vorking over the main mine trensfer bin.
This epray must be operating at all times vhen the bin 1s Yeing
fed with ore. .

It was aleo reported to ms that in many inatances the .

tcraper men were not oorrectly uaing the sprays providod. Flease :
ensure that thesc sprays are used, e e

The only air, fron the total of 92,000 cumine, that
ie avallable to ventilate the workings below No 4§ level amcunts
to 31,000 cunmina « thie illustrates how unevenly the air is
distridutod throughout the mine generally.

The risce froo 54S manwey to the surface vill, on
breaking through, alter the ventilation eircuits, and e more
controllad systen of ventilation chould easidy bo devieed,

Tho moin edit 1s very Adry, and dust is raised by
novenment of miners in the edit. If the adit floor was spruyed
with water collected from the botiom of the adit, this dust
misance vould be corrected.
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Ircptment Fleat.

Camditions in the mill were consistont with
previous inspections, and dust counts are still high.

Horo 4ust appearod 1o be lideratod froz tho
crushing section, then ocn provicus visits, The transfor chute
and turnel contoinsd bad conditiens, end a count of 900 pP.PeCecCe
ves recorded. The 12" EP draving air froa cuteids ventilates
the chute position. Any dust liberated is carried slowly out~
eide by the retum airflow, caousing the turmel in vhich tho
chute i oitunted to be f£illed with dust, This son be prevented
by having the fun exhmusting from the ond, instead of dlowing
4n, This would ceupe Ture air to fiow into the tunmel, and the
duct loden air will be exheusted through the ducting. Fleass
have thie alteration effected.

112 you pleamse advise me, what elteratiore have beer
nade, 1f any, to the dust collecting circuit of your mill, and
vhat action is to be tuken.

You will have wticed that the Mill dust counts are
still ﬁtoohiabmdaetimmetu tokon to dmprove this
condit

I fully reslioe the hardehips encountered and the
retardation of your uxiergramd programss oocasionod dy the
chango in your urderground staff, but I lock forvard to improved
‘onditions in the near future,

w111 you please give all these¢ matters your immediate
attention. .

Yours fuithfully,

SERIOR INSPECTOR OF MIN=S,
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