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/' Joousry 19, 1939

¥r. . G. Taylor,

Dear Coard:

7@ have recaivsd a copy of Nr. B, €. Zurphy's memcrendus of
January 14 conezrning the wreck om the Erie Sailrvoad on January 1l st
Oleen, Bew York, iz vhich & carized of BETHYL Viuid drume was invoelysd,

tulafed on the exgellient
.m ,«ww serival of cur twe
wrnem sod Johnsos.

1 is V/@ﬁ&ﬂw zade by Hr.
ﬁavm oy at Issst ocomsented upon
N

Yo feel that M. Murphy is to be o
manmsr in whichk he nendled this oituaticon prig
Msnufacturisg Departwant representatives, i

Ye do bslieve, however, ihat
Yurphy that skculd bo removed fzon €
for further explarmiion.

Referring 5o the www 3 i ol hig wsmorenduss,
it s stuied thats "YI% wao in $he aw/am & u.a wkich broke out in ons of
the othnr cars s heated the o .wv«mam at the Zthyl drums o such an extent
thet coversl exploded™.  3p m&.ﬁg w(.wwagﬁmw examination of ihe returned

© drums, bogether with % ﬁﬁg&%u o thd inspsetion of thus druws ot the
sosno of the wrepk, by gﬁm/ﬁm do not believe that eny explosion
sogurred from the Fiald, \0 w gass of lnss of the conlenta the welding
on th hesd of ths dram lo /mfa\ ua eativsly $o the liquid expsasion of the
zatorial brougkd sbout by the Ihtense L@at of the gu¥. A8 soon as the
Fluld under pressure was released it immedistely fived dus 414 net explode.
Bagd the druss @ﬁmwgaw Shore would have LHeen ovidange Ivom mum%ﬁngnw

 sestions of the dpwmay such 13 pot the cnse,

The I1.0.0. Regulstions sbate that RINYL Fluld skall be losded i{n-
to pasiages sueh thad s¥ a tezperature of 15097, seme shuell not ba more
than conteipsy Mll. Trasumably the fire greated o head beyond this zo
that through the 1liquid erpuesicn the drues gimply let go, From hydrostatio
tests run om many of our druss we heve found that $he hoads will be releused
at a pressure between 150 and 175 pounds por sgusre inche.

- kr. Barphy elso suzgests that we should insgtitute ciamim szainst
¥rig g»wﬁﬁﬂ Loy mﬁ. expanson involved, inciuding treveliling, sselaries
mﬁm living expenses of our men working om $ho job, es well ss the value of
the matariel and drums lost. ¥We do not cumewr in this view =g we feel that
we have Soue unwwga»wwwnwﬂ in the wﬁmﬁwmﬂ.g&g ‘af the dangercus zaterial
and should bheay cur dus ag 18 g@ﬁnmﬁm an extonsion of the hazards in-
volved., #e are, therefore, setiing up ¢laim only for the waterial yalue.

Yory w»ﬁu‘ wdaw.a.

7. H, Sehee N 5626

S T

23R




