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Mr. 0. R. Mercar 
Superintendent 
Algoma Pljwood & Veneer Co.
Algo»*, Wisconsin

Deer Mr. Mercan

Endosad aro t hree yinie»Jot the report Of dust counts Bade 
la  /our 1*7X0 department on (^ugus f̂i.

We were pleased to find a ll  of the counts to be vary low, 
Indicating excellent design and maintenance of jour dust exhaust «jetea.

I t  is  d ifficu lt to set an accurate MAC (maximum allowable con­
centration) for the dust liberated into the air at jour various Zejlo 
processing machines. An analjsis of dust fron the dust collector was 
analjted by the laboratorj of the U. 5, Public Health Sendee and «as 
found to contain 13t  free silica  and 5 to 12% asbestos. As both of these 
Materials have about the sane degree of tox ie itj, an MAC of 20.0 Billion 
would b* permissible, assuming the dust breathed bj the men to be the 
same •» that caught in th* dust collector* Experiments bj a great 
number of investigators over the past jears hare shown that dust at 
the breathing level of the workers often has a different analjsis than 
dust caught in ths collector. The explanation is  a matter of particle 
sise —  certain parts of the raw material break up more readilj than 
others and result in different analyses for different site fractions of 
dost.

111 that we cmui eaj, with anj re»sonable degree of certalntj, 
is  that the MAC for Eaylo dust would very lik e lj  he somtwhare between 
5*0 and 20.0 aillion  partióles par eublc foot* Portunatelj, dust eounts 
at jenr Kajlo Processing machines have been so lov that an axact MAC is 
mot too necessarj, *

Z belitre that Mr* Blahnik migbt llk» to have a copj of the 
roport for bis records so I have sent along an axtra oopj in oasa jou cara 
to giro i t  to hln. c i

Sincere!j jours,
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1 - ‘ Portablo sa« — thtrd floor 0.7
S fax aad Ì4 *n doubla «ut-off sa* l .i
9 Magia «ut-off sa* — «aehiao #21-90 * 1.1
i lattlaoa rip «a« — ftad «od ‘ 1.7
5 ' Matti«oa trip aav —dUeharga and 1.6
4 ¿solla» u t —«ftod n i 2.6
7 Jooklas «tv —dlsebarga «ad 1.1
« Ora »andar — foad «ad 1.1
9 '' Ora »andar — disabarge and 1.1
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