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S6* Discussion

About a*bcMo* works or in households of Asbestos workers, but these Art preMinioM) heavier exposures 
than we now observe in (he general cnvitonnvnl, and die cited of general asbesios nr pollution 
remains lo he (termed (Suiteort et at., 1912; bi.UKOtr et at.. Ivr.K).
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OviAsenTAnvt results for the concentration of asbestos in New York. City areValuable and a reprodu­
cibility indicated by a difference of only two or three limes is impressive. Values for (he 49 other cities 
tcil) tv of great interest.

The difference shown hy these figures between concentrations of asbestos fibres near to a [soinl at 
which asbestos was being sprayed and the concentrations found in the general atmosphere was little 

. vmore than the difference between duplicate sample* estimated in the laboratory, except when the.-..; 
7?' sampling wss carried out irnmedlatefy downwind.frooh'*o6eoe.'XhH j>obves'lhat,there Is.widespread ijs 

J»nd rapidd^Mt^liwbf^he dui^ftw^be'j)^ df 6f^^.^?,^^^^^'^r^^^t''~ •■ • - ■ r - •
The neighbourhood hazard hat again been emphasized in a report given by W. Douchd at the meet- 

.. ing of the InternationalSocieties foe Hygiene, Preventive and Social Medicine* 1972. The report showed . w 
‘^v lhal,^4fte. J9G patients with mesothelioma reporiedfr ihe efijr ofHaroburg. JJ had no known':•.> 

'* ihdustfSaf exposure to asbestosTsut had lived in the neighbourhood ofr asbestos factories. Thh indi-' 
cates the importance of independent surveys of the type carried out by SclikolTand his collaborators.

The object or our investigation was only to ddcrminc whether asbestos fibres are present in the 
atmosphere of towns where there is no asbestos industry. The result was positive in every case.
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>; DISCUSSION

ASBESTOS FIBRES IN THE AIR OF TOWNS* „

Tksavjhom stress the frequency wfth which asbestos fibres are found in human sunt 
■n.>i'-.iJr-»vr-'r:v.'.'."- •• •r.\«. •♦'••»•,•* ■- ••*.•• '•.p>a.,v

P. F. HOLT and D. K. YounO (1971) Atmospheric Environment 7, 481—483.
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