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Chemical insulator’s
production stopped

ST. LOUIS (UPI) —
the nation's leading supplier of poly-
chiorinated bipheny}, used as an electr-
ic insulator, said Tuesday it would stop
production of the chemical by Oct. 81,
1977, because of possible hazardous ef-
fects on humans.

Monsanto said the phasing out of pro-
duction over the next year would give
ttme for manufacturers to find substl-
tute materials for PCB. Substitutes de-
veloped by the elecirical industry are
being lested, although they may not
prove as effective in resisting fire as
PCB :

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. which tmd cailed polychlorinated
biphenyl a “significant hazard to hu-

man health and the environment,” wel- .

comed the news of Monsanto's deci.

*“The Monsanto decision’'is a signifi-

cant step in deating with the total prob-

lem of PCB contamination,” said EPA ;

Administrator Russell E. Train.

lon will |

continue to be a problem due to the
millions of PCBs aiready in landfills,
soils, river and iake sediments, in our
air and water and in wildlife and bu-
man tissue . __J
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ST. LOUIS (AP) — Monsanto In-

——

oy dustrial Chemicals Co. will hailt

production of PCB insulating (luids
next year because of the public's
lear of adverse cifects from the
i chemical.
i Monsanto will withdeaw com-

i pletely Trom the market po later -
. than Oct. 31, 1977, said Earle H. -

Harbisont Jr., ! manager of
; ulne firm’s speclalty chemicals divi-
sion.

Hartison said Tuesday the tai

, T
" ! "date would have been soomer, but

capacitor manufacturers have said
i they would be unable to convert to
other materials

i electrical transformer and
{

any g .
. Monsanto i the only manu-

of P
biphenyl), a stable, flre-resistant

The Envitonmenial Protection
ncy bas found thst PCBs build
up in the environment and are
thought to cause reproductive
! failures, gastric disorders and skin
' lesions in mammals.
! About 300 million of the
 victually indestructible chemical
;. have been dumped ioto landtills,
leaked into water supplies and
allowed to it into production sites,
the EPA

contends.

EPA Administrator Russell E.
Train praised Monsanio's decision,
terming it “a l({::(.bemt step in
dealing with the ) problem of
PCR contamination."

But be noted
the environment *‘will be there for

years, moving into life systems, in- .
cludi . Twe problems stil}

m"h:ﬂ;«“ A
overnmen! industry.
,'Pcahuhanbhmdaumu
! source of pollution in New York's
Hudson Ri

ver.
New York State officials and the

General Electric Co. recently

reached for GE to

a con-
tribute $3 million toward the cost of
cleaning PCBs troms the Hudson

The accumulation of PCBs ia
“ waterways, Harbisoa said, trig-
* gered {irm's decision o cesse
“aucuu as 300 as the electrical

that PCBs already in *

'IMonsanto to withdraw insulation

industry could find aiternate {luids
and convert its equipment and com-
ponents to their use.

Monsanto had eariier quit making
PCBs for use in carbonless cnry
paper, fire resistant hydraufic
fluids, hest transfer fluid and
plasticizers. N

| -

The chernical is manufactured at
A Monsanto plast in Sauget. IU.
Twenty jobs will be eliminated by
the decition to withdraw from the
PCB market, bet a company

spokesman said empl
in those positions would be shifted te

- ofher work at the plant.
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