
PLAINTIFF’S EXHIBIT

September 6, 1945

Paul Cartier, M«D.
Medical Director
Thetford Mines ^
Thetford, Que., Can*

Dear Dr. Cartiert

Referring to your letter of July 19th, I thought you would 
be interested in the suggestions which Hr. Vane of our Statistical Divi­
sion has made in regard' to further study of the mortality from tuberculosis 
and its possible relationship to asbestosis*

To find out anything regarding possible occupational influences 
from mortality statistics, beyond rihat may be inferred from the sex and age 
comparison, either of the following procedures might be attemptedt

(a) Secure death rates by broad occupational classes for men 
employed in the asbestos industry and for those employed in all other 
industries combined by a survey of the occupational histories of the working 
population of the city and of the deceased workers in a definite period*
It would be necessary also to determine the age of these workers, so that 
significant death rates might be calculated*

(b) Secure a rough measure from a careful study of the occupa­
tions of deceased workers alone by the "proportionate mortality* method*
This would require that a complete list be obtained of workers in the 
asbestos industry jho died from any cause in the survey period and the 
number of these who died from tuberculosis* The proportion of deaths from 
tuberculosis to total deaths at a given age could then be compared with the 
corresponding proportion for non-asbeBtoe workers* The method has obvious 
faults but can be useful. It would be necessary to study the deaths for a 
number of years in order to obtain representative percentages*

Sincerely yours,

at. v**'*5
Assistant Vice-President, Welfare
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