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February 12, 1958

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe  
The Kettering Laboratory  
University of Cincinnati  
College of Medicine-Eden Avenue  
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Your very helpful letter was received today and read  with  
interest. I appreciate the points you brought out an d will discuss  
them briefly.

1. The emphasis given to this proposed program by Dr. C ann  
(director of our Poison Control Information Center,  and a pediatrician)  
will be on lead poisoning in children. Since no cont act will be made  
with large city health officers except by Dr. Cann,  he can emphasize  
the excellent point you made about the paucity of le ad poisoning in  
adults (other than from occupational causes).

2. Concerning the mention of the finger prick method  of blood  
collection for lead (screening) analysis. This proc edure is proposed  
not to the exclusion of the orthodox method of blood  analysis, but  
merely as an additional investigative or research d evice. I share,
and I am sure Dr. Magnuson shares, your doubt about t he accuracy of this  
method. However, I feel no harm can come from invest igating the possi­
bilities potentially inherent in this method if the  analyses are not  
used for diagnosis or as a basis for treatment. Even  negative findings  
would add considerably to our store of knowledge as  activities develop,  
and because of our limited staff they are bound to develop slowly. I  
will keep in touch with you and I am sure that Dr. Mag nuson will be  
seeing you from time to time.

Please feel free to comment on our activities as yo u have advice  
to give. I recognize and respect your long associati on with this problem.

A. L. Chapma#
Assistant Surgeon General  
Chief, Division of Special

Health Services
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D r . A. L .  Chapman 
A ss is t a n t  Su r geon  G en e r a l
C h ie f,  D iv is io n  o f S p e c ia l  H e a lt h  Se r v ic e s 
D epar tm en t  c ? H e a lt h , E d u ca t io n  an d I ' /o lfar e  
W ash in gton  23 , D .C.

R e fe r e n c e : SHS-C

D ear  D o c t o r  Chapman: Re: Lead  P o iso n in g

I  t r u s t  t h a t  you ' jd .l l  n ot  r e ga r d  th e t a r d in e ss  o f my r e sp o n se  
t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  o f  Decem ber  20 th  a s e v id e n ce  o f  an y l a c k  o f  
i n t e r e s t  on. my p a r t  in  fu r t h e r in g  th e w ork o f ou r  Com m it tee, 
o t h e r  m a t t e r s h ave crow ded me an d  h ave made by d e lay  u n av o id ­
a b le  .

I  h ave gone o v e r  th e  copy  c f  t h e  "P la n ” an d  in  my view  i t  
c o v e r s w h at cer , r e a so n a b ly  be done t o  im prove th e  s i t u a t i o n .  
7 n o te  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no sp e c ia l  em p h asis cn  le a d  p oiso n in g  
in  c h i ld r e n  in  t h e  e a r l y  p a ge s c f  t h e  cop y , e xce p t  f o r  t h e  
p a r e n t h e t i c a l  n o t a t io n  u n der  th e u n d e r sco r e d  t i t l e  on  th e
f r o n t  p a g e . T h is may o r n e tbe w ise , b u t I s  o f  some
s ig n i f i c a n c e  t o  r e c o gn iz e  t h a t  t h e  prob lem  o f  n o n - oc c u p a t io n a l  
le a d  p o iso n in g  among a d u l t s  i s  a lm o st  n o n - e x is t e n t , an d  t h e r e ­
fo r e  , many p h y sic ia n s v-'ould w on der  what i n  th e  wor ld  we a r e  
t a lk in g  a b o u t . T h is m a t t e r  w oiild  be o f  im p or t an ce  in  an y 
-pu b lic st a t e m e n t  t h a t  m igh t  be i ss t ie d ,  an d  t h e r e fo r e  I  c a l l  
a t t e n t io n  t o  i t  a t  t h i s  t im e .

One o t h e r  m a t t e r  -  n am ely , p a r a gr ap h  2 .  in  th e Recom m en dat ion s 
o f th e  Ad Hoc Com m it tee, t o o k  me by s u r p r i s e . I f  t hi s  r e l a t e s  
t o  a n a l y t i c a l  work -  i , e ,  d e t e r m im t io n  o f le a d  in  a d rop  o r  
two o f b lo o d , J  b e g in  by b e in g h ig h ly  s k e p t i c a l ,  s in c e  t h e  
p rob lem  o f co n t am in a t io n  o f  su ch  sam p le s w i l l  loom  so  l a r g e  
(u n le ss some s p e c i a l  t e ch n iq u e  i s  d e v e lo p e d ) a s t o  r e n d e r  t h i s  
p r o ce d u r e  n o t  o n ly  v a l u e l e ss  b u t  f r a n k ly  m is le a d in g. I  h e ar d  
no d isc u ss io n  o f t h i s  -  I  presum e t h i s  came up a f t er  I  l e f t  -  
an d I  may sa y  t h a t  I  w ou ld  h ave th row n  a g r e a t  d e a l o f  c o ld  
w a t e r  on  i t .  Our p r e se n t  p rob lem  r e l a t e s  a g r e a t  d ea l  t o  t h e  
am b igu it y  o f  t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  r e s u l t s  which  we now o b t a in  from  
a  number o f  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  O b tain in g, b lood  fr om  c h ild r e n  i s  n o t  
alw ays e a sy , b u t  u n le ss th e  t ech n iq u e  i s  s u b s t a n t i al l y  f a u l t ­
l e s s ,  th e r e s u l t s  a r e  w orse t h an  w o r t h le ss .  I ’ l l  be i n t e r e s t e d  
in  h e a r in g  m ore ab ou t  t h i s ,  b u t  I  a d v ise  go in g ve r y slo w ly  in  
t h i s  d i r e c t i o n .

Sin c e r e ly  y o u r s,
N 7546.01
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