DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE . : WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

BUREAU OF STATE SERVICES Refer to: SHS=C

Februery 12, 1958

Dr. Robert A. Kehoe

The Kettering Laboratory
University of Cincinnati
College of Medicine-Eden Avenue
Cincinnati 19, Chio

Dear Dr. Kehoe:

Your very helpful letter was received today and read with
interest. I appreciate the points you brought out and will discuss
them briefly.

1. The emphasis given to this proposed program by Dr. Cann
(director of our Foison Control Information Center, and a pediatrician)
will be on lead poisoning in children. Since no contact will be made
with large city health officers except by Dr. Cann, he can emphasize
the excellent point you made about the paucity of lead poisoning in
adults (other than from occupational causes).

2. Concerning the mention of the finger prick method of blood
collection for lead (screening) analysis. This procedure is proposed
not to the exclusion of the orthodox method of blood enalysis, but
merely as an additional investigative or research device. I share,
and I am sure Dr. Magnuson shares, your doubt about the accuracy of this
method. However, I feel no harm can come from investigating the possi-
bilities potentially inherent in this method if the analyses are not
used for diagnosis or as & basis for treatment. Even negative findings
would add considerably to our store of knowledge as activities develop,
and because of our limited staff they are bound to develop slowly. I
will keep in touch with you and I am sure that Dr. Magnuson will be
seeing you from time to time.

Please feel free to comment on our activities as you have advice
to give. I recognize and respect your long association with this problem.

;Eijerel urs,
.Af?7 (A G AA

A, L. Cha

Assistant Surgeon General

Chief, Division of Special
Health Services
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Fabruzry 6, 1958

Dr, A. L. Chapman

Assistant Surgeon Jsneral

Chief, Division of fSpecial Health Zervices
howartme¢ cf Health, Educsticn and elfars
wgahington 25, D.C.

Refsrence: SHS-C

Dezr Dcetor Chapman: Re: Lead Polsoning

I trust that vyou will not regardé the tardinecss of my respcnse
to vcur lsetter of Decembar 20th as evidence ¢’ any lack of
interest on wy part in furtherding bthe work of owr Comenittee.
Nther rathers have crowded me and have made by delay unavold-
akle,

I have gone cver the copy cf the "Plan™ and in my view 1t
cvers what econ resso nabl* ce done lo inmpreve the situation.

1S

7 e thet there is no shecial e':has¢s cn lesad polsoning

1 1ﬁ.’Llar'e‘ in the early pages cf the copy, except for the
sarenthetlcecal vototion under the underscored tl4ls on the
Tront page. ™is mayr or may nct te wise, tut it is of soae
sigrificanece to recognize that the preblem of ncn-occupational
lead 0oisoning eriong adults Iis alnost ncn-existent, and there-
Teore, meny phvsiclans would wender what in the worla WwE &are
taThzﬂD about, This matter would be of importance in any
sublic statement that might be issued, and therefcre 7 call
ut“untion to it at thils time.

One other metter - naonmely, paragraph 2. in the Recommendations
of the Ad Hoc Committee, took me by surprise, If this relates
to analytical work - i,e, destermination of lead in a drcp cor
two of- blood T begin by haing hichly skeptical, since the
problem of contaminatiﬁn of such «amples will loom g0 large
(unless some specisl technique is developesd) as to render this
procedure not only valueless but frankly misleading. I heard
no discussion of this - I presume this came up after I left -
and I may say that I would have thrown 2 great deal of cold
water on 1t, Our oresent problem relates a great deal to the
ambiguity of the analytical results wnlch we now ovtain from
a number of lsboratories. Cbtaining blocd from childrean is not
always easy, but unless the technique 1s substantially fault-
less, the rssults are worse than worthless. I'il be interested
in hearing more about this, vut I advise going very slowly in
this direction.

Sincerely yours,
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