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£ GEORGIA-PACIFIC -
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION DATEL: July 27, 1971
TO: *See Below LOCATIOM
FROM: M. F. Fiok LOCATION: Portland
SURJECT:

MICA-ASBESTOS CONTROLS

Upon reviewing the Occupstional Esalth and Safety (OSHA)
Scandards, we note a change in the Threshhold Limits as regerds mica.
It had been established that mica containing 5% or less of free silica
(5102) rated as nuisance dust, limited to 50 M.P.P.C.F, The nev Hazard
Control Act specifies that there shall be a conversion factor based on
the perceant of free silics and Threshhold Limits shall be reduced ,
sccordingly. The Threshbold Liaite valus for minsral dusts as adopted
by the American Conference of Govercmantal dustrisl Bygieniacs is
250/% S102 + 5. Mipsrsl dust containing 2.5 free silica would be
limited to 33.4 M.P.P.C.F. instead of 50 M,P.P.C.Y.

When placing & purchase order for mica requast sn analysis
of the product especislly the free silica coantent. Do not confussa
combined silica with free silica. The snalysis will {ndicate percent-
ages of combined and free silica.

The problem will be crested when the employes empties the
sacks of wica into the mixar or blender. BHs and other employees in
the area shall vear dust respirators. We recommsnd the ''Dustfoe 66"
obtainable from Mipe Safety Applisnce. It gives maximm protection
sgainst toxic dusts, to the parmissable limits of lead, plus fibrosis

dusts.

/ Asbestos: Ve have s similar problem with asbestos, that is
when the employee empties the materisl into the mixer, No Threshhold
Limits have besen established for £ibrous asbestos. This is the raw
material that i{s added to the batch or mix. ¥We must take every pre-
caution to eliminate tha hazard and to protect the employee. /

L

. /The "Dustfoe 66" is recommended for respiratory protection.
The medical profession and hygienists have stated that exposure to
asbastos dusts are harmful as the respiratory systea csnnot expel the @ -
dusts. The paraicles lodge in tha lungs and keeps building up and .
asbestosis results from the exposure and breathing of these dusts. It
shall be mandatory that ths employse or employses handling the bags or
containers of asbestos wear respirators. J
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Mica and esbestos are included in the Federal Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970, (OSEA). The inspactor vill review rulas
and regulations pertaining to safe handling and preventive mesasures.
The procedures referrsd to in this letter shall be adopted and enforced.

M, F.
LS
MFF/ab .
"wMr. K. W, Brm-m“'@&z /

Mr. J. D. Rauch - Akraom, K. Y.
Mr. P. A. Jackson - Chicago
Mr. H. W, Scharf - Marietta

cc: All Plant Managers (except Cansdian)
Mr, G. E., Wilson
Mr, E, B, Hollingsworth
Mr. T. W. Richards
Mr, J. W, Bart
Mr, C. W, Lshaert
Mr, J. B, Mocss
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