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District Inspector of lines,
LKL EZ0IAR.

Special Inspector Of.ﬂg.me;(venti},ati ﬁ) ——e T—
Hines Pepartment, oRs _ (:) ﬁ
Kalgoariie, har/WY

DH [T20

Mr, As IBbotuon,

Dear Biy,.
Astegtos Dusty

Dy, Lethanm peferred to me your query regarding
the use of ssbestos ming taltiings for raasd suriacing
around Marble Raw, ‘

“his prectioe muct cewse, The use of
avbeatos Mins talliings Lor purposes where the geveral
pubtlia mey be sxpoced awnnot de perultied,

ummw«uﬁmwmammg the
shire council, let me Xnow and action ean probadly
be taken under the Heslth Adts .

s Thia matter is Smportant and 1 would be gralew
ful® Tor word from you that the practice has ceansed,

“4mack you for drawing sttention to it,

Detatls in regard to the £idre/size 4€ quart: .
content will be obtained and & copy sent to you later, o

Regards,

3
§

Yours faithfully,

*y

2, Holulty
CHEST PHYSICIAN

PLAINTIFF'S PLAINTIFE'S
EXHIBIT j - EXHIBIT
Wv-044s8 § B -lo72z.0

WV 04458
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JHCH/PL,

Dr. H,M. Rennie, o |
Yaoguarie Chambers, e P
183 Hacquerie Street, 8th March, 1963, .

-

Dear Dp. Rennie,

Thank you sgaln,

The encloned copy of s letter frok Dp; Wagner. may '
interest you, He is in error in assuning that tlhere
have heen three other cases of meso‘bbelim aasociate&
with ssbested exposure.

The reference te tha poasible al.i@tuess of
expasure cipeclally iIn childhood I8 oneg that has
alvays worried me and vhy I hoave siwaya decried the
practice of using mill tai).ing;s for lagfmg paths atc
in the tovnship,

For the rest of the letter, mtura',lly hetip _ I
or asglilstance would be very welcome and the. Gomyaxw i A
has certainly been quite co~operative in so . fpd B8
investigetion, at lesst, is conseyned. X doubt: ‘tha:
there wonld be any need for an approach to- z}a_a Fellepst
authoritiers and the cc-opemts.on o&' 't;ha Sza can‘be—'f X
teken for granted, o :

Don Letham 1s in Sydney now staping it G4, Peud
College and he would, 1 know, be very piesged Ho have
the opportunity of ﬁ.iscusaing the mwm _wit.h yo\x.
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1APvee & rov bt XE LG40 SBYOMEY

25th February, 1943,

Dr. Bruce Hani,
X7 Ord Strget,

ES? PERTE. .4.

Deayr Bruce, /

Many thanks for your pote of the 2¥gt Fobrmu¥ri+ T-ameaply
diatressed to noy thet you cannod mske it to the Council Hesting
bt I fully appreciete the ressong that you bave gives. ¥s ere
8ll vory sad mbout this end sbell nles you greatly, 4 -

s

Re Wittemcow ~ I fully agree that there 18 need for further
aotion to be taken » XY im sbout 3 year ago now when I Lirst Yook
thip matter up with the Uompany and they clelmed that Vhey had
made quite a pusher of slterationeg which shoundd prove helpful in
golving the prdblems £t that polnt in tlee 14 wus not, therefore,
poesible tc do morse thar te place pll the bitter facts before them,
which 1 d4d. However , I have Initisted thir later move by writing
to Matulty snd elsc asking him Yo get r current report from letham
on the positian ¢o thet I may approsch the Compeny agsin. 1 gather
thet the conditione are,. In fack, worge ihans they wera sand thias give
ma & tremendons prlls I will let you kmow vhat goen ome.

Harmegt greotings,

Yourg sincerely,
o

Ha REN
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br. J. SeHally,
Dletrisd Rogpitel,

EALGOORLIE oon Wohe
Dear Dr. MoNul€y, - : /fd'

Thaink you for your lelter of: 8th l’m. b lu' MO\Q‘W"K

professional work agein dbat X awm afwatd that “fally mw )
really an scowrate description of wy current pﬁqacm Atats HAoRREe
recoverad no powsr at all iz the Yafl mpper-axtresily m whth

- aft log will only enshle me 4o slmfflae soms 20 oy 30 I"q“lf Pty

mldmmhilmthhyhdomwrkstdimﬁjim

Thank you for the wrticls which 1 hawe ”tﬁ vith Mﬁ L
have written direstly to Br. Rennte and X enclose » ocopy of €hix Ioﬁw« '-
Yo shall obrioosly bave to keep om Baewering sid sf any time 4503 you
thivk ¥ can be of essistance Xa thie sattar I siall do v‘!a!‘& M

co~oporote. 2y
Tith Kiotest regends, ' h

¢ .
I am yours wvery sincervely,

Broge Hent.
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MACQUARTE CTHAMBERS
19T MACQUARIK FYREET,

p——

fAFYER 5 #0003 Ki. 2840 SYHney

1ith Tebrasry, 1052

e J. Ve v,
otrint Vogriln],

FIS00RIIT. LA, . =

Daer Dy, HoWmlis, ;{t’

Thant von very auch Sor . your letter of tho 6th

Vel runes, 1063, with ennleorures.

T+ werr intgramied ~nd eand aoncerned o koo
thet in reite of o niember of . ehances in both the mina ond
~3iYT ot MifRerana the Mines Yennrivent inspecior reports
rod fha ~311 o Aindier than aver.

ald £t Ro worzitle Tor won to ark Dy, Lethewm to
wpite dp e avepaanine Ble snwwent oninion on the voniiics
(3 Ahp wing end wiﬂ;;o thet T wmar be iy inforred for
oAl nppe s 3o the Tompeny?

.
T oan acanre rop Lot T il Ao v best to get sone
o1

I
k
affeskive antlon ‘n thie astier.

Vil ViR yaeards

Yours gincerely,

et

By

. B, MAVERAED REIIE
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. DISTRICT HOSPITAL
e FRIOOORYTE .
JHCH 1RY : Date..... ... 6th Februaey, 19634 ...
Pr. B. Bunt,

37 Ord Street,
WEST PERTH : W,A...

Dear Dr. Hunt,

T wag very pleased to see that you had returned to

" practice and hope that your health ig fully restored.

Dr., Rennie still writes 10 me sbhout Wittenoom but
conditiona sre stilil bhad. 4 50 year o0ld man who commenced
work in the mill in 1954 and ceased in 1959 died of Cor Puimonale
due to pulmonary ashestosis in 1962.

Enclosed fe & reprint which might interest you.
¥With kind regmrds, Sir,, |

L

Yourg pincerely,

A P Ao mard
Loy ot
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Tours sincerely,

. lyrann goeire
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KALGOORLIE,

Bry H.M. Rennla,
Hacguarie Chenbers,
183 ¥acquarie Sirest,
SYDHEY- ¢ FaSeWe

Ceea A it e k"4 oy D

Thenk you for your continuing interdet In our asbestos
prohlem, ... .

Dear Up, Rennie,

_ Unfortunately the latest ingpecilon of the mine and mill
&t Auatralian Blue Agbeatog suggesnts that I may have been too
panguine in my laat letter, The Ninesg Department Inspecior
reporsed 4o ma thet the mill was dirtler than ever., TDegpite e
reduced ore production from the mine, a higher rate of fibre
extraction has been rmchieved at the expense of hicher duetd
concentrations, . Is it to be wondered that this cynical attltuds

towagés their workers' heslth makes mo Bovbt the Compuny'a good
fatth, g

. ¢

Fnelogod is a reprint which might interest you. Alno
endlogsed are coplea of letders concerning a rsmn born 1510 who wag
mnfortunate enough t¢ be employed in the pill by Australian Rlue
Asbestos Prom 1954 to 1959, Such rapidiy progresgive Gleease im
unconmon in the literature of industrial cheat digesse and confirms
the fenrful hszard to which the vworkers are exponed.

Yours raithtully,

- T HaNulty. -
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r-‘u:}unr. I.!.

lunEe. but nene of tie classicn] shiowers of fine metaliic
etopliations assaciated with asbestosis  Aan d-ray film of
the chest showed exlensive plewial thickening (bBroughout
the lett hemithorax and & left iadernt view showed &
wetdefined shadow projecting iawards from the anlerioy
chest wall, The heart was displaced slightly towards the
right. The vight lung was novmal, The hamoglobin value
wag 12-) grammes per 00 ml, the red znd white cells
were noral and ihe erythrocyie sedimeniation rate waz
128 mm. in one howr. Tho sputum coniained asbestos
bodies. An attempted aspiration ¢! fuid from ihe loft
side of the chest was unsuccessiul and a plevral blopsy,
performed by Mt. F. 1. Clark, produced a thickened,
white, rubbery wpecimen. which e reirted to be &
matignant pleural masotitelioma,

Treatmd with ifoleps was commenced and coniinned
uniil ihe patient died in Junc, 1361,

Auntopsy Fingings
The only relevan! autopsy todings were Jun the lell
hemitherax and {(here was ne obvious' primary of secown
gary 1umour in the vight Jung or tbe ahdomen. The lefi
HINE was grossly compressed and <omplotely enveloped
1n the taickened, rubhery, adherent pieara.

The pathotagist (. J. Stirral) repoerted as follows.

hHe ppuocirien consiate of twe wadges of material
It X £ X 3and 7 X 6 X 4 coms. The hurger jwrlicn of
tissue coneisits of & portion of spongy grey.brown lung
tismue coverad by ihe thick Rm  pleuru. metroring
+ o €NAN 3B Lhickness fFigure 2}, The wmnfler posijon
of tixsue §3 BPODEY Erey-Brown inag Wil 2 gmooth
jeurgt surfeco In which there iy one smadl grev-
tzm wedule.  Micrescopie; Ssclions show & Ppoor
diFsrentinted sdtignant Wwmour infAltratieg €he pievwra
and gdjecent lung tfssue  This tumour consists of
pieotagrphic ceiis which tend 20 line spaces and.form
small knots and psendotabuliar structures: In zome
tnstances (he space lininp cells nre fattensd or low
cuboidnt In wvpe, initoses are Drepent. but gre hnet
numercus. ‘There t5 o marhied fbrous iissue siromzl
lncrease in the plemra (Figure 1)

In edditdon 1o Lhe tumout, there ix & nodutar my aline
fibrpsix fn tie lung showing the wharling around bt
browa <ryetaiine  deposits,
{Fieure IEI) together with n more dilfuse intersiitial
fornsts ¢f the ung whith asbestor bodles In considerable
nombara distributed In this Abrous stroma [FPIurs IV
Tastiy thele is an acute broAciopneumontu present,

The mnlignant fesion i€ a2 PRLE3L mesothtiioma asz
provicugly Stagnosed by pleurs) biopsy. This 5 supern
tmpoged on o tony showing the combined pleture of
silfeogis, asPesitosin Sud & WOrPAngf Wronchopnstmonta,

) praAld . K
ot i Rl S ST .
ol SEN, ‘ﬁ{i i
P T AT S
A PTRS ML

Yeorns 3177, N

charagteristic of sHicosis ™

¥Freuar 1V,

Pluapnoesigs  1Pfesri ~— pleurat meoscihabioms
axbitsdar]y it sHicasts — bronchopneuymonts,

Diggcyssion

There appeirs to be a relationsbiyp Letween exposure
to blue asbestor and lhe development of the pleurz) meso-
thelioma In this case. Pletral mesvtheliomss are very
rare tumours and delails are Known of only three cases
in Western Ausiralie. Ashesiesis has, regratiably, become
{ess rare., byl there sre Jess tan @ Known oyses in the
State. The rvelatively chort periad of expusure 1o ‘blue’
asbiestns dust confirms an  impression  received  [rom
Wagner ¢f alif {1580, 1801) ithat these 1umours may arlse
after trausitory oxposure o0 crocidolfte In  susceptibdle
PErsoOns,

aperience fn Weslers Australia certainly confirms
that dlue asbestos is & very harmful and iethal fihre, The
dust Is oné (hal urpgently requlres further expevimental
segdy  (Barnes, I881). The folterval hetween exposurs

"and he deévelopment of fhe tumobr is mueh shgrfer than
has heew Ppreviousiy reperied. This alse applles 1¢ the
Interval between expostre to bime asbeslos and  the
development of asbestosis In this Stale, which in éne
inslance was less than four years. )

‘The surface pgold wmining in which the patient was
engaged miy huve contributed to the siiicosiy which was
present, bug  silieosls $s  rarely found in ‘Western
Anstrelian gold miners with only 10 years’ surface mining
experionce.

{ apg e

. Bummaty .

. A cane I reporled of malignant pleural megothelioma
in av Aabentos worker guffering from eshbestosls apd eili-
cosin after two yemrs' work in £ bLive ssbostos miil 14
Years previeusly,

: Atknowledgements

My thanks are due to Dr, 5, Webster, for referring the
pattent: is Dr, W. Harris and Dr. D D. Letham, for
heipful ndvice; and fo the Public Heallh Commlissionar,
N 1. Hengell, for permissios to pablish thiy case.

References
TARNES, J. K., (126} ). “‘Mode of Action of Some ‘Toxic Sub-
- swnee, RBrit, sed. J., 2: 1879,
Heanp, B, ansd Witniaums, B, {3303). "¥Fhe Pathotogy ot
?ss::esums with Referetce to Lung Funclion™, Fhorex, o

WaONER, ¥, €. Swemess, €. A, and MarcHawn, P, (19£0)
“TH¥uxe Iieural blecothellomz and Asbeatop Expotures in

?;e i}f;gm Weatern Cape Frovinge”, Brit, o} indusi. #ed.,
WaeNeR, I, £,

7

SrEcery, C. A, whd JsilraXpo, P. {13%1),
m;fgns.ngicumi AMespthetioma h South Afries™, S.4, med.

ACeraRARIAN MDICAL PUBLLYHING

Cottpany fadITED

Famgy andg  Arundel Siroeilx, Tiiche, Hydaey, NENW.

N




Reprinted tromt Phe Hofical Journal af Awxtvidia, Decembier i, 1362,

. L
MALICNANT PLEURAL MESCTHELIOMA IN AN

ASBESTOS WORKER

3. G, McNuywry, M.EB, B.Ch, B.AQ,
Chext Physiciar, Kalgoorlice District MHospital, Kolgoorlie,
Western Awstralia . .

Brugp AsorsTos has beer mined in Western ATuxlniia.
sines eboud 1948, and with fucreased production over
the laet 10 yosrw, dust coutrel and supprostion kave becn
sericus prebiems, The nshesios veln iHes 18 a rock body
whichk §s mzlply guurtzite. A number of mep have
gevedoped asbestosis, sllicosls. end wm wized type of
pacuncconfoaiz contrining elements of both,

The biue wsbestos fibre 1s crocidolite, mnd 'Wagner ef
«ti (X960, 39%1) wmuggestsd the yprobable .relatfonship
beiween etpozare to thie fBbroms minersl and the oceur-
renee of dlfuse plewret mesolbeiiome. The patholegicad
eviderce for the sssociation of these tumours with asbestos
expasura wes not conclusive; {n only elght of B8 euses
was evideres of ssbestosis present, However, with one
excepiton, ihere was eirctmsiantial evidence of at lsast
transitory esbesios exposure, in lhelr serfes ke meso.
thelioma oceurred 2¢ o €8 years sfter the expostre ta
gust. Most mulhory stress the long iaterval between
exposure to ashesios dust and the deveicpment of ashes-
tosis, and theories of the pathogenesis of the disease have
veen bhased on this long Interval and s effeci ou the
ashentos body {FHeard snd Willlams, 1861},

The following is belleved 0 be ithe firsl <sse of pleyrald
mesathelloma reported In an asbestos worker outs|de
Seuth Afries.

. owa, IER I L s e e

Cilnlcat Record

A while male worker, born (n 1313, now cmpicved as
a fabourer, had beéen u surface gold mimer from 1837 to
1846 and 2 Wil worker jo Rn asbestos mine from 1948 to
1850, He had also heen an vceasional prospecior for gold.
On Docember 13, 1959, he was roferred to ihe chest glinie
for_ tudictogical examination of the cheat, The Xy film
chowed whai appeared (¢ Do a smail ioftslded plontrad
offuslon, dul the paifest refuse¢ fo attend the hospital

for & report or & clinical examingtion, and returned fo
the “Hush”.

Fiqung 1

On October 25 1960, he was referred again 10 the chest
clinic for examination. e had bad eome lozs of welgha,
malaise, cough, moderate dyspoes on ewertion and heavy
night pweats, He looked ili and wasted, and bad early

finger clubbing, diminished air entry to {ie lungs end

4 duwil percussion hote over the feft gids of the chest,
There wea a4 few crepitations al the base of the Joft

fo "
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Continmadae,

The plans and inprovemert menticned sariiey tnaxn e
hopaful that steady irprovement will be maintained,
coinoidental dlagnonin of disenoce 4in co many wen in 1958-59
highlighted the-Droblem and had a dramatic e te . The modblem
1z 8t4ll acute ond mouch more work will be needed belore the
hazard to the men will be reduced to et least that of golé-mining.

I eam otill a 1ittle concernod sbout the carcinogenic
effoct of crocidolite and wish that the Cospany wouldn®t vee its
tatlingo- for roads and peths. Tailings were used gy fillers at

the golf course Bo that the poor devile inhele ncbeatos al rES-.
reation gs well.

Yony thanks for your interest, Anything that you can
do to impreas upon Australisn Bluve Agheatos the oeriousness of
the probvlem would be appraeciated,

Yours faithfully,

Copy forwarded 10/12/62 to:

m‘c I}-D» 1:&1‘;1’}&!11,

Phyeician Cccupational Health,
Department of Public H&alth.
57 ¥urray Sireet,

w‘m r W.A.
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KALAOORLIE,
JUSY 1R 10th Decamder, 1862.

D’:‘, Halte .Rem\is
F.ch.?. (Lmd. ﬁ.R.A.C.P. »
Y¥acqguario Chanxbera,
183 Macguerie Street,
"3 Helalda - -~

Wl S T ety € i o

Tedar ﬁr. Ronnda , /Hﬁ

Thank you for your leatter reogarding dust ocenditions at
Auvatralian Blue Agbentos.

Infortunately the situation has slitered Ifittles, the dust
hes not been laid and, to date, $t 1o dowbiful 1€ any major lossen-
ing of the hazard hnsg taken place. In July of thias year duast
sounts at the wine and mill were ag hed as ever, The Konlmetax ie
at41ll be'ng used for Adunt counting and elthough 4t is not the 1desl
instrumant, there fo 1iitle point in presging for a {iner instrument
mtil the coarse dust has been suprounede.

Rowaver, since July several evente have cccurred vhich may
radically siter conditions, Through ventileticn undergrommd is
poasidble- now that shefte have broken throuvgh to the surface in
pevaeral vlinces, A recent carth movament altered tha geogsaphy of
the mina and this 1s expected to conpiderebly improve ventiletion,

A new type of Supt extractor erbodying a eynthetic fibre sook has
had euccessful experdments and is Deling installed in the mill,
This 4s a pretiy expensive duot extraection process oand there are
great hopse that 1t will help 0 polive the prodlen, “Anfummation
in rogard to this is dawived from diecuenions with Dr. Lethan, Hines
Pepartmant - Ingpactoyrs and Mr, Thanae, Superintendent off the company,

T?an"ly ghort exposure is stiil ea‘uamg -amooeiq'_m .
sthentopis and the trfidedy 1s aparavated by their relative youth,
Thhre are now sbhont 42 men fairly soriongly affected, or desd,

‘in mbot instences their only expostre to harmful dust wan st ¥ittenoc
- The indootry has been produsing £0r aebout 15 years end ¢ ths hage
- jabour turnover praventsd dissipe on an epidemic scels, - BO p.o, of

the wvorlers, ot eny one time, have bheen empluyed for Jass then P
yearg, Many of them have scattered closwhsre in the mining Snduetyy
and now complicata the overall pleture,

v ¢ A
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264h ¥ovember, 1962. - v

Or. J. MeMaity,
Thest Phyeielan,
Bistrisk Hospital,
XATAOORLIE WoA.
oo " cTee = R S N,

Nesr Dre HeMulty, _ -

& little over s yeror age we had some correspondence
eoncerning the heslith of workers employed by Australisn
2lve tshestos.

T understand tha"e the'com;ian;r' hee made gome Turihen
ettorations to allow for the tust vroblem and T am anxious
o Vhow vhether vou hrve sny Sorther views on the matter.

Yould wom ta rood enoorh to bring we up to dale?

Youry sincerely,

H. MAYHARD PEMITE
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oy MEETING 8T JANUARY, 1962, IN MR, BRISEANE'S

fy
SEA

DFRTCE, MINES DRPARTHMENT, DFATEH.,

Prepent: Mr. Brisbeneé, State Yining
' Boglinaer,
Mr., Boyliaen, Crled Nines Inspstiod,
br, HeBulty, Chest FPhyslelan,
- , Ealgooriie Cheet Ciinie.

¥r. Thomas, Manager, Anstralien-8lne. . .. .
Ashestos. . _

Dr. letham, Physioian, Oceupational
Eexlithe. : " '

Dust couvnte ware reviewsd. -Those In the!mine: showed .
goneiderable improvement and ¥r. Boylan expresoefigeneswl - .
satiafaction with the inmprevement of conditiecns in: the mine,
High ootmts still prevailed in the pill; a recent:vigit had
been made by a vepresentative of Gregorys and Co.,: Sydney.
It is the irtention of thig Comperny to seek further inform-
ztion on 2 form of stocking fiiftretion which has heen -
developed in America. This, apparently, is of excesdingly
£ine monh and will trap the fine particles which are a :
rroblem in the mill at present. ¥r. Thomas ssld thet Anet-
ralian Blue Asbeston le prepared, I necessary, to pulld out
t{e_ existing exheuat aystem in the mill and extirely replace
it, virtually regardless of cost. He stated aleo that there
are five empioyees from Hart & Co., Perth, &t present con-
tinwously employed on the duct work in the nill iw an all-
gut effort to improve conditionsa in the existing plant. -

A Durther meeting will be held sbont July or Auvguet
by which time it 4s hoped that the ventilstion iIn the nlll
will be satisfactory.

{p.b, lLethenm)
PHYSYCIAR

OQCCUPATTONAL HEALTH.

p/cne
25tn Janvary, 1962,
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H. MAYNARD RENNIE 11
r.R.C.», w3, FLRA S
RGP LTNE.D . FRAEE MACGUARIE CHAMBERS.

- woneer .
: 153 MAGCQUARKL HBYREGRT.
YZLEPHONE: BW 77if ? ‘EvmétY. " I

m%’ A X P KL 2BAD

: 10th Noverwber, 1961.

D+ Bruce gx;n“h, _
37 Ord Str - )

WEST, PERTH )

0 . TR T i Ay RPN uy&h_

/m

Many thanks for your note of 6tk November.

Dear Bruse,

Dre K.I. Sutherland is a Doctor of Sclence es
you surmige and bo was slready on the point of
depariure fros Perth when I veceived your letlers
Bo le due in Sydnsy om Monday next and T will geb

in touch and see what goes oOne

T A1l let you know if there &rs &0y
tmmediste developmente.

Warmest regaTds,
Yours sincerely,

(9%

. PAYEARD:  RENNIR
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#th Novembar 1561

Dr. H, Mayoard Rennfe,
Macqguarie Chamborm,
183 Macquarie Stread,

SYDNEY,  N.S.Y,

TATINATA

Dear Ted, T - . : . 17254

4 very brief note a8 I am Just in Perth sfter three woeka'
Boiiday. Thank you for your ietter of S0LK Uclober ensleelng your reply
‘o Don Imthiam. 1 nlso Love copiss frow Modnliy of yonr letter (o him of
 28th Septesher and hiz lotter to you of 24th Cctober, I sw wvery glsd
fudeed that ‘ateps ere deiug taken fn this yery urlm nthﬂ

o

My necretary this worning showellse s nete !mu lu't Sa.tuﬁq s
peper {4th November) whieh readss "Pr, K.L. Sutheriend, direwctor of 1ty v4
rosesrch of the Colonial Sugnr Refining Lo., of Sydmey, is visiting this
Stete and will gtudy the bive wabeston indusiry asn & visii o ¥ittexoow
forge mine.®. My presusption would be thet Dr. Sutheriend ia s Dector of
Scicnoe rather than of Medicine btut ¥ wonld be gied of fuformation ou this
point and alsc & nole a8 to vhethor you would itke me to do moybhing ter
the geuntlomac while he is here. s :

conl e a ey cseae L e

¥ith bast regavds, ;




K. MAXYNARD RINNIE .
F.R2.C.P, 1RORG |, A SP MACQUARIE CHARBERS.

’ 189 MacQiiafted STRENT.
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#t. MAYNARD RERNIE
FREN, (faxke.), T RACH

MACOHUARIE, CHAMBERS,
tHA MACQUARIE SYRTET.
GYLREY

ThLLrRQEs: BW TN
Larzéal 4 tow ik 2540

30th October, 1961«

Dr. Bruce Bunt,
37 Oxd Shrael,

WRST PERTH.

My Dear Bruce, e e

W-h.

ve e 3
% T f'”l'l"!“““'“'

Just to enclose s copy of & letter 1
have written to Letbsm on the current toplc.
I hope you feel that we are making &t leagt a
1ittle progress in the matler.

ferribly sorry to miss you in Adelanide
but ook forward to seelng you early next year.

Ali the Test.

Yonras a8 ever,




otk Oetober, 1961s
Dre D.Di Letham, o o

Bax 13 G.P.Os

IEEYE. W

Dear Dfv L cam vveme /f}? “ M ) W A ST ey e - L
Thenk you for your letter of the 2nd Ootober 1961 canoerning the

evslayes ) - 1 bave perused his history with great interest

sl nise Jooked gt the slides whiech I yeturm berewith us you requested.
Thapk you for lwtting me see them.

T bavs bean in toczh with the Compuny agaizn's few dagu sgoand 1
e informsd that a eonference wvax held with the Minew Departamt ia
Perth, a Mr. Thomss of Australian Rine Asbestos s wining sngineer snd

an exr senagsy &t Yittenoowm vare presants. The Campeny My now mde
srrangemonts 1o take reguisr dust semples and ke ootnty on the
konimeter and this will be dome regularly in order to give a series of
resdings tnder varying oomditiocng. Samples of dust bave sixo besn sent

to ventilutory enginesrs in Dnitad Htntes of Awsriex sesking thely
comsenta o dust eommting pertionlarly in relstion to agbestos.

o The Company uill siwo be wory lsased Sndeed to receive from
podibal sonrces sdvice on what is rogerded as *sefe dust oount leveis®.
Tt w111 then be porpidle ¢ ovapure guch recoassndstions with astusl
findings over & period of s feuv monthes It will then be possible %o
deternine whether further sction Ie vecesssrys In the mexntime I am
sontinning oy enguiries slong the Ilnes of ewauring thie informstion
and ¥ ghalil be most havpy to retsive from you any comments or sdvies
that you say beve at present or are akle to procuies

Thin secum to Ws to be the gort of saticn that is desired in the
sireunstences and I hops that you sgress If not, 1 will be moet
mm%hurmwwm

1 o5 senling o sopy of this lstter to Dre Broce Eunt and Dr.MeNulty.

Kind regards, ' Yours M’

B2 BAXNARD PENWLY

e

R R T St L R T
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oF - : . g
s foa b DISTRICT HOSPITAL
RS KALGOORLIE. .
' JueR: TG, Date.. .2%th October, 1961. .
i Dr. H. Hunt,
oo 57 Crd Street, :
- o WEST PERTH. .
L Deayr Or. Hunt,. .. ) o /"f-b,, o
- Attsched is e copy of another ﬂetter £o Dr. Maynard
s Rennie summing up the present situation.
v " : . . Xing regerds, | . :
— Yours falthfully,
m Y
H "H; ‘/-J'
-
s ) I, MNulty

CHEST PHYSICIAN.

T
- A s ralt L,
W2, 7 g i Aty
(814 :a’u“ v




11 etarted mining in 1950

c ks " s ¥ 1951
h ” b ® 1952
5 " o * 213853
¥ _ 5 - -J:. b - " 195& . wen ATy v o et
3 " " " 1955 "
1 " " * 1957

€ are snged lese than 35 years.
1) men ure aged lesa than KO o
23 sre less than 50 ysars of age,
14 were U/ground miners.
20 " Surrace workers,

I ¢t might be argdad that these are u product of the

“huad old days, but I would counter thul by saying that these

men repreuent the groessest of exposure to dust and that the
renl health hazard wil)d net be reaiized for snother 10 years,
particulariy the cuficers. i
LN

These men sre alse the majority of workers who
remained at Wittencom for wmore then 5 years, A survey last
year showed that over 70% of workers had been leps than 2% years
in the enployment o¢f the cowmpany.

The Company mway resent my interference, but only
mordal pressure ie being exerded and 14 is uy wish that the
situetion be improved sand controlled without adverse publiolity.

Yours faithfully,

#. KoNulty
CHEST PHYSICIAN.
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

JHa N1 ¥, . - Daote.... .25t Octebar, 1961, .. . ...

Dr. B. Kuynard Rennile,
FOR.GLP. {(Lond, ) PuR.&4C. P,

-¥uogusrie Chambers,

3183 Musoguarie Street.
BYDNEY, . K. 8.¥.

Pear Dr. Rennie, /}?j

Kany th&nka for your letier and for your Interent
in.the health of workers employed by Anstralisn Blue ‘Ashssios,
At a meeting in Perth recently, beiween repressntatives of the
Qompany, ard Hines and Publia Health Department, we dincuneeﬁ
the situation snd it ia to be haped, that there is now & better
sppreciation of the seriousness of the gcongeguences of &uat
in the wine and mill,

I wan able to supply details of 3y men, seriously
affected by a mixture of ssbestosis and silicosis, whoge
2isesye pould reagonably be attributed to Wittenvom, One of
them 1s dead &lready and at least 3 are dying. Thera are
also 22 men in whow there are reasonidble grounds Lor sus~
wecting that they are Jeveloping disease,

The mayy who died was aged 48 and workad aboug 2 yesars
1n the mill, Post mortem showed groes ssheptonis and sillcosls
and & malignany csnoer of the pleural directly sttributable to
his work in ¥Wittencom. I am geriously concerncd thal these
canoers of the pleura which are being reporied in large
numbers (rom South 4Lrics, are due 4o an individual sus~ .

ceptibility and wminimal exposure %o bliue asbestos (Gnaozﬁolite).

crysozite appears $0 caufe Lunhg oancers,
33 had less than 5 years mining.

3 " " ® & on -
5o " L " ™
2 ” ®© g ” "

11 " about 10 or more yeara mining.

14>
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the gonditions under whiich thay work. 3 d
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inapecte
ocoupational health
and ppeventing cocupat
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by purcese In supgesting Lhis sesting was 1o show ihe !5j
nrice of asbestos mining in LeXms of health.

; T have detnils of 34 men seriousiy affected by 2 mixtare ™"
of ssbostoeis end silicosis. Y Cne of them is desd alresdy and st
least * sre dving. There are slzc 22 men in whon there are

.....

re-gonshle grounds for suspecting that they are developing disease.

1% had less than 5 years minings.

3 t1 tt 1" 6 ¥t 1
ﬁ 1t 14 tr ? tt (33
2 a';’ 11t " 8 1t "
. 11 ¥ about 10 or more reamsmining. . .. ,
e £ - - T e Tk ) e iy s e A

‘ The man who died wsg aged 4R and worked sbout 2 yvears in
the mill. Post mortemy showed grosz asbestogis and silicosls and
2 mplignant cancer of the pleura directly attributeble to his work
in Wittenoom, 1 am seriously concerned that these cancera of the
vieura which are being repoerted in large numbers from South Affica
are due to en individuel susceptibilitiy and minimsl expopure-to- - :
blue assbestos (Crocidolite). Crysolite appesrs to chuse lung cancer

11 wf these started mining in 1950,

oo " "o 4951,
E oo Mmoo g8D,
5 " " " " Y1953,
5 " " “ ) 1954,
3 v " "o 955,
. L " N " 1957,
6 are aged less than 35 vears. 1§ wann w [ pramir

11 men are aged less than 40.
2% are less than 50 yrs of age.

20 o Ww’[“’“'

It might be argued that these are a product of the bad cold
but I would counter that by paying that these men represent the
grossest of exposure to dust and that the real health hazard will
ng? be realized for anocther 10 years, particulariy the cancers.

Thege men are sleo the majoriity of workers who remained
at Wittenoom for more ihan 5 vears. A survey last year showed that
over 70% of workers had been less then 2% yrs in the employment of
the company. 3(' :

The condiftions in which the men work may be hetter now
but the most recent dust counts compiled by the Mines Department

do not suggest that dust control and suppression have lmproved
much at sll.

I am not really competent to discuss dust counts but
would suggest that we study the Inspector’s report mnd compare
it with counts taken in previous vears.

Inderground:
Average dust count for day shift, June, '60 230 P.R.C.C.

" n o woow o Nov, '60 180 P.P.C.C
A Avier . 'R L2 B P,

113 Tt Tt L] L]




DISTRICT HOSPITAL

- o BALGOCRL IR .
B JMer . AW, Bale 9tl’l OCtObQI‘., 1!‘61- ...........
5 N
G Dr. Brice Hunt,
e %7 Ord Street, L
. ¢ ) = e . : A .._'"‘71'7"-:4-..4- i s i s
5 Neatr ?r. Hunt, . ;7{D
To keep vou in the picture, enclosed is a copy of &
: rather more encoursping letter from Dr. Rennie.
ff We. .are heving an offficial meeting with repregtentatives
et of the Banagement of the Australian Blue Asbesgtos on Tuesdsy ,
;o 40th October in the Mines Devartment.

S

-Kind regards,

P
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Mr. OJA. Allen, .
Avetralisn Biue Asbastos Fty., Ltd, e T en e X

. EXTIXKOOK. ¥.A. .. .

SO Mt AR & E2IIsn - 1 ,_|~_ L
ey Afternoms 0L Gofoler TG -
A " R *L Ty e . ‘

Iw Thia Department 1s begosing inoress) o
cernsd at the nmther of eaployees andl sx-geployeas of
Wittenoom who are prasenting ss patisnts saffering from
eshostonis and/or allicosia. I have Deen nble to trace
26 gueh cases in whieh the dlagmosis is elthor certeln
oy probable. A diaturbing ferture ia that scwe of thepe
patients may First experience sysplioms yeers aftes thelr
last exposure to asbestos. ‘

e Dr. MeFulty informs me that be cousiders a nupber

of the dust counis at Wittencom 1o be too high., The 1lm- !
plication may well be that, notwithstanding consideradle
expenditure on ventilation, the latter is not yet adsquate.

e Dr,. Heulty and ifr, Boyland will be coming down
from Kelgeordie Cor a meeting &n the morning of Tuesday,
10th October. The original intention was to soek
representation from your Company from Parih st 8 specinl
neeting in the afterncen, spesifically to dlscuss Witenw
oom. However, 1t is found that r. Thomae will have lart
for overseas ul that time; having cheokoed with your -
Company'e Secretary in Ferth, it 18 sppropriate that

? mhould ask you to pake the Journey Trus Wittenoom..

T spologise for the ahort notice but I hope that you
can appreciate the reason. 1 have done ny best to
prolong the notice by sending & telegram toldiay.

I you are wmable to come 1t might be possidle
to send & delegste. In any event it would be apprecioled
1 you would let ime know your intentiong.

Yours sincerely,

PHYSICIAN,

ATV ANEYW NN A T RITRR Y Py




- DISTRICT HOSPITAL

KALGOORLIE,
FhieH . AW, Date Uih Detover, 1961,
Dr. Broce Hunt,
37 Ord Strset,

. WEST PERTH.
- com e . ?‘g v e VLA alt ek Ty ettt it
Desr Dr. Hunt, /f -
Meny thanks for your letier. 1 fesr that we may

become foundation members of a mutual admiration cliub. X
have been vrivileged to read your letter {0 the State Govern-
-ment Insurance 0ffice concerning -~ gnd when asked to
comnent merely said that I agreed with every word of 1t.

I have proposed a conference between Ausiralian Blue
Asbentos Officers and repregentatives of the ¥ines and Public
Health Departments snd am awaiting developments.

Yay our Joini pressure at all points produce resulis,

. Yours gincerely,

U 2

. v
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M. MAYNARD RENNIE

CLRALIE JLOND Y PR, AT MACOUARST. CHAMBERS,
. 193 NMACQUARIE GYRELT,
HELEenOaRE: W 2T
W TEP I NV S -1 GYDNEY

P

o Jetober, 1041,
Or. Erace Hunt,
37 Ord Street,
HiT PRI,

Ny -desr Bruce,

W.A.
(77

3 wl -A”/.-.N,._.,! e
Yany thanwa indeed for.rour '},en"t*w and aelpial Tebtor
aunserning the Wittenpdxn oy shblem.  Pricr to reasciving 18 I had
Loken up the metler arein with the Company oz the letterz from
Mel¥uity snd Lethem which ot Bave saan.

'f’bx- Sompaity is ouite willing Lo listen to rocomwerd:iiong
fraw 4he spilest pessle inwelved snd the appropriate point hers
seens %o Yo ke Ashevrninetian of “safed dust levels. 1 think
that Lethsuwis suggestion thot the Compeny toke an cotive interesi
v measurine dust levels is a good ons and I em puting this wp o
TYve Gompeny. '

¥ have ne douind thal the Comoany w11 toke
2e FOON As we coen provides this evidence.
with Ov. Gordor Smith of *‘w Seheol of Fublie Health, of the
Triversity of S2ingr, T0 the svidence put forvard by both lethan
znd HeWolty faile £ nvbicove the desired resulé T ¢hall certzinly
cone over and see A1 for arrelf.

enitstle ection
I ax working on this now

1€ I had not elrendy ‘aken scetion your helpful letler woisa
have been nmore than effective in bringing sbout this repult.

T shsll certainly keep you posted Tegariing developmenis.

Xind regards,
Yours sincersly,

Y o

H. MAYNARD RENBIR.
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH s
5? MURRAY STREET - Al caMMURICIINAY 19 Le, L. -
PERTH adtiesied 1o the

“COMMISEIONER OF
. it L Lk ia T
) PLELIC HEAETR'”

e 208 OO OB T 18T
. Dr. Bruce Hunt, ’
37 ord Street,
“WEST PERTH... W.A. . - . L LA

- Dear Dr. Hunt,

Here 1s a copy of a letter to Dr. Rennie,
Pollowing a telephone conversation with him in Sydney,
-1 mentioned that I would send him information sbout
thig patient whose case history I presented, with the
relevant slides, at the recentfmeeting in Sydney.

Yours sincerely,

'@’Wv_

(D,D. Letham)

o fc-wztm Tl L et imfottn MICM,
S QOCUPATTONAT, HEALTH.
Encl.
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BOLB LWL d5G% € v 0o 8 vt st bmas vomiogmnet T L 0t - B . N
aidered sa possibly having disease duc 1o these organisma snd of Lheso & armailer nurs bor ghowead & robabiiily

of such an infection. Dirug nensitivity tosta showod resislancs 1o 81l three, or two, etundard anti-tubprouious
druge in the largy mafority.  Nearly &l patients frem whom ananymmous mycsbectarie wore isaleted had
chronic pulmonary discase, o.g., tubsrculosis {sctive of insctivey, sificosis, silico-tuborculosis, pulmonery
fiurosie, bronthitis and emphysema, corcingma, esbertosis.  Tho orgarniams hove ot &6 for beon identifed
it eputinm fram petients with normal jungh.

Cesta with L P DR,

U In 1860, £00 roenta) horpitad pitionis wero gimtltaneowly skin sted with 2P DS, and PP.D-H,
{obtained from America), vsing five tuberculin units or ia oquivelent, given Intrudermslly. 50 per
gont. resctad to PP.D.~B., and 8 por cont. gavo a lrgdr roaction t¢ P.IND.-B. than to F.P.12 -8, One
shauld be cautious in interproling theoo Toaults, st lonsy untdl farther group coranunity toats ary carriod

dut, including tosting of achool chifdren with Battey-type P.R.D. deriyed fror the focal ondemic strain _

(%f Group TIL orgoniema, : ; _
i ; PNEUMOCONTOSIS IN RELATION PO PULMONARY TUBERCULOSTS
i Tubsreiosin Yormeing & problom in the mining arean. A third muses survey of the Kelgoorlie-Boulder

GoldBolda dlstrict during thir yesr produced & crop of new notifications repressaling nn-dneRi¥nss ofL-i-por-

1,000 persobs X.rayed. , *

- fables 7 and 8 show the state of 6ffaits, in that yearly notifications amongst miners, exX-tuiners, and
the non-mi:{ing population in the goldfields have shown no feliing off in the Jast few yoars, despite astive
control measures, such aa Topoated surveys, close suporvision of tuberculosis eases nnd careful follow.up
of roine wotkers, whether showing ovidenco of ailicosis or not. Thie dizappointing result must bs due to
other factord, such 03 the predisposition of silleotics to tuberculosis and the inoffectivensss of dusi control
1meanures, B3 suggested by the large aumbers of siticosin cases still eriping in the industry.

: FUTURE PLANS _

{1) Continuation. of mass compulsory X.zey surveys in Motropolitan and country arsss, with ruore
frequent purveys in diatricte whore larger aumbars of crses have appeared.

{2) Special comsideration o the mining problore, including possibly prophylastic chemotharepy to
minors and ox.miners who phow a positive tuberevlin reaction.

{3) Continuation of schoot fubereulin gurveys end prophylaciic doniexid therapy for strongly positive
TenctoTs. )

{4} Coraplotion of the inataliation of minidture Xray units in the larger hospitals for routine Rlming
of in and out patisuta, 3

{5} Tightening up of the syrtern of routine becloriological testing of all patienta attending clinicy with
any svidence of eignificant tubsrculosie fesions, including thase with calsified focl.

a {6} Corefut follow.-up of contasts of knouwn cases, eapecially mimed at thoee living in remote country
CTESR, :

{7} Skin tesving of peiients bocteriologicnily positive for Group IIY {unclessifiod} mycobactere, their
contacts and other community groups with .70 derived from the endomic strain, and with other * fubew
culine ' a8 thought nocessary.

F. G. B- EDWARDS, B.A., LLB, MB, BS,
Director, Tubsrculonis Contral Branch.

LRTRACT OF £
Sranliins. REFSRT

/56,

31
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PAD.815/59 DOL/CY

Hare 18 & copy of ths histery of this patient
togethes with relevant chest T-rey siides and alidesn
of bicpay from the lung.

in

He was born 19th Ootober, 1921, Poland. He
left school dn 1935, and unti) he canme to 2 In
1950 he was & fars worker. In that year he
work with Australisn ue Asbentoe at tten:gi‘bunm
n new powerhouss about half & mile from the o AL
this time he wop not aware of wmch Guat,.  In the years
195%-55 he woprked for 2% years in the mill, which, he
sald, wme very dusty. By the time ho left the mill 4in
Sentember, 1955, he had become n lsading band, watohing
wmachinery ete. After leaving Wititenoom he dbeesme &
yardman in & hotel.

: Hie felt well until February, 1961, when he
noticed that he beoume eanlly tired end short of hireath,

Tnis

walking upstalvs snd walking fast along the flat. e

does not congider that 1t hae become wurse since the
onset. There has beem o whoege. Since-the onpet ha

has beon aware of a congh, aspociated with yellow sputum
which dipappoared atfter sbout twe or three months. It
wat mont noticesdble in the eaxly somlng whan he would
cough up approximately hnlf a tesspooniul of spuatum;

the sputum hag naver besn bloodmatainad. He hag lost

1% ptone in weight since the onset. He amckes Lour or
tive cigaretten during ths ézy and drinks one or fwo :
glasses of dbeer g 4ay. There 1is no higtory of any previcus
ilinsen. Rig wife is well and he hae rive children, 3 to
13 years, si) well. ¥Hie mother and father nrs both well,

g%

Cont '6'"....’2‘
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LALAOONTY Y,
JHRa N, 2nd Ootober, 1961,

Be. ¥, A, Telfor,

Under lecretury,

Zines Vepurtment,

PERTH.

5)8&!' ﬁ&r’ . It S = VOV S
I f2e) thut 4% ip Smperdtive thiat &4 meeting be

held betwesn the Hanapement of Australian Blue Asbestos and

representatives of chc fitnes and Puplic Bealth Departhents.

™his. could perhups be urranged, if you arve agreeahiu, f£or

Tuesday, 10th Ootohber, when both #r, Boyland and I will be in

your Departaent., ¥We have both vieited Wittenoow and the most

recent dust counts show ihui 4 serious health hagard exiate,

Dr. Brace Bunt hag writtien me oonverning & man 4dying
in Ferth Chest Hoopitsl Tro: a dlsedse contrauted at Witte~
noom, I know the pstient and confirs Dr, Hunt's ddagnapis,
¥ havoe muny other men seriousnly arffected by siligosis and
agsbestoris, One tan has died of a cancer attributabie Lo
2 yeurs work in the K111, Mr, Colisrd, General Segretsry,
Anstrgilan Zorkers' Union has slso consulted wme snd exspréeppged
Prave coneern over working conditions, Re atuoted that he
intended to pursae the matter further, '

Hwould appedr that repealed advice nnd warnings
about the health hazsrd from dust have been ineffective and
th .t sironger uction will have L0 he taken,

Yours fuithfully,

Copy forward to Dr, Lethan,

J. KaRulty
QRRST PHYSICIAN.
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H. MAYNARD RENNIK
¥ h.c.r. tLone. ) F.R.a.C8, MACORIARIE CHAMBEAS,
IB3 MNAGCQUATH SYREET,

Ve pNEY

e TeLEPsORE: BW 274)

GRTYLL A wowls UL ZV%AC

29tk Septemhsr, 19631,

Dp. J. Yolinity
Chest Physicisn
DistTict Hogpital : —_

RALGOORLIE WA, } .
Dear br. MeNalty, /{!fb

BT .
DRI SR v A e L

Thenk you for rour letter of the 18%th of September which I

‘wms Very plessed o Taceive.

The additforal informsticn that you have glven concarning

the dust counts are wery interesting snd certeinly 4o not reflect

any improvement during the working period of the new mechinery.

Your comments conerning this may be the snswer.

T am guite eatisfied that the Company will teke actlion when
we produce the facts for them to wiudy. Al the moment I am readine
a1l the articles 1 can fet hold of and have discussed the matter

vith Dr. Gordon 8mith of the School of Public Health at the
University of Sydney. He is both interested shd helpfule.

T shell let you know what progrsas we make in the nesr futurs.
with kind regards and sgain meny thenks for your helpful letter.

Yoursg sincersly,

fi. MAYNARD RENNIE
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o e a6¢h Septewber 1981
'_:_.o: i}r. D' Lﬁthm,

o3 Department of Pablic Herlth,

$s 57 Murrey Streeb,

' -_'_"; ?mm “.*0

bose Domp T

JETNL -~ N

* -

- ' Thank you for the copy of your letter to Bannie. Harevith
oy own contribution to the gaiety of vations,.

¥ith best regerds,

-\
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Saptember UG

Br. 3, YeNwity, . _ §

Biztricl Ugsuitsl, : i
EALGUORLIE. VA S
Detr Jis, (if I way make se boid), L

-

Two things. The first A’ fnt your—i-
renly to Hennie Is a literary wnsterpiece. I should hatve been very proud
to hieve couched such a coucentrated and effective eriticism in such
courtecus phraseoclogy. ILverybody te whom I Tiave shewa the letter is loud
{1 its pz':lbe. ;2’3

I euclose a copy of mﬁ own reply. If
between us we do net got & sntisfactory bite T propose to talke it straight
eionz fram there, frichdsbip or no friendship,

¥ith congratunleiions and warg regards,

Bt Mt




2.

T Brall, Maveard Rennje. 345 Seplender 2067

. Ilwuwu_-mshaxmp_ottotmmm.mm.
; ebtain sacens o the resd.,

G I resnil that vhen X waa interviewimg My, Alian be Yold
e that in the twslvw yoars be hed bean ab ¥ittenewn leaa then 31 onsee
i *Susting™ had beesn Bronght te his motice — I queted thin in wy fepert 4o
. you, 1T eme takes this atatenmt, pets it alengeide She tisn with

which you have heen ampplied im Sydmey, amd then on the otdmy:

» glante st the figures auppliesd by lethem, ene aemss «i
- sither that the vreupesmsible «fficurs af the Coupaay !
. vary atroungly dwwelepad, or tiat the eemmad fn »y N
batk ¢ we and Lo vhickh yom tesk somsiderable axeepiies,

My dear Tod, this matter ssnset pysaihl

A

pgg

the foolling
the satrieh faatined

4

;s
i
%i

y o allpved ta vead.
: xg‘mrrmummmamuumwmmmmt«
= soue ssasiderable time to get (he Coupany t4 reslise ant to yemaly e

situstion ~ mo far withewt much effwel. It veuld abiviemsly mush ware

sstistastory if the Cempany i4asif tock the sswesssry sotlen ~ whieh I

saggost ahonid start vith an fuspeatien by yourself asd by « wellwgqulified

veutilation engineer, ATtar exsuising the evideuss which haus dews prodused

‘foryou T tind 18 very 4iffienls te Deliows that/repusable publte m

ceuld rewnin fn fte apperently eslf-extisfiad state sad saatinmn. to ollew

the sabestons mining induetyy 40 go sn killing wen upfeitnuste o he
JSpleyed dm 46, If havever the present situstien is to remein waakbered

1 vould fuel it my bewnden duty to bring the mabler ta the 1 sthention

of the Premior. I would mmeh prefer wot te Mauve to de shisy T dom's weat o

chuse worry and poxnible distzess to the wery good friend of wind semsd Resale,

and T prefer not to atert & hout of pudlic sl elinging. Berely yeu will comw
~ and e for yuurscl? ~ fellewing whieh I ns guite confident ‘tarthor action

ol wy pard wonid be wansceeRary. :

i

fia 4

|

o
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25¢h Septewher 1931

Py, Ga w hm‘, ?.R.C.?., ?.R.L.{I.?.,
183 Maequarie Strest, e
STWET. WaS.X

sy dear Ted, o P /3.
1 am beth very surprised sed very dissppeinted with Fidr littar
of Tih Sephawbey, You sught Lo koew me woll suough to lnev that I
start making n fuss il [ om vory sure of my fosts. I Mve Semt & sopy
of your letber s Ma¥uliy and ¢ kolhon sud have
with smah furdher infermsiion as you sesk « they :
their replies. 1 bawve, in (he wesntine, extendsd uy sngnivies 4o sther
sourees. Kensell and Davideen, Comissiomar amd lsxistast Cennissisner of
Pubifc Bealth, heth speak of Yittemeon in Blasphemens ferws ~ "o festering
sore” was ene of the chelcer expressions vhish came fwle ihe saxversatlien.
Bots Elphivk, the wery efficient Hediesl Saperistendent of the Peril Chwst
Hompital, tells ne that hie has wesn wwre exriows chesi disssse frew ¥iltenoss
during the paat five years tham he bhas ssen frem sll the geld sfwen of Yesiern
Apatralia iz ths past £iftoen Years. Yarsly My chanee the State Geoverammt
Insurants Office ssked we three deys sge to oxsmine in hoapital eme -
e Yogoslor of 48, Thic sms oses {5 Australts i 1951, spparestly in geod
banith, Ho woried on & fare im New Ssuth ¥Yalea fer fwe yuars, sad thereafier
im the Cisber Indestry im Yeatorn Australis fer twe’years. EBe was still
apperontly fn good hoalth fa 1958 when he was so mufortunsts sa $o tain &
job at ¥ittencen, Hia cheat J-wuy Iz ihat yesr (I have sson L) wax perfeetly
olear. In 16058 his cheat Xwrwy showed gresus sbbesteiin shuoges, e in maw
dying of asbestonis in very comsiderable distrens im the Cheat Hospital ~ 44
in doubtfu)l £¥ he will live wors than & few weeka. I think if the eofficers of
the C.S.. whose petker smmg sod sell~antigfied gtatomenis fo you are gaeoted
fz your Pirst paregraph were %8 he compellad to leek at Karkovig and te hear
his atroggliing for breath they woold e s Xittle Jeas satisfied “that thay
hovs gote as far ss they sen with the preswnt knoeledge™.

Dre Lethas has leoksd up Vhe recerds of thone casue of chast
discane whioh have boen sent. to FPearéh from Witiensos durimg the yesrs 190801,
“e hos ss far treood 26 canes whioh be glsssifien as

hﬂ.halhai‘ BRI EE NG RV RAINREOI QRIS
Prohable subanioufs siavenascvens

i P

SEYi00aE% soneansicvsnenavansosss 4 (m of vhew has edded taber- .
culesia)

Prohable nillconin vnovanvovos Q
71
i

Posvro-ailicosis snd asboatosis «

PR

Total 28

A -
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA " seeios phovs e
— SR .1) #74 oy SN

JITEERS . SCaA M a,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH DA
57 MURRAY STREET Mt sommonications 1o be

QERTH 2Argdyed 10 Mhp

“COMMIZSIONIR DOF

PRI, (Avvhawal Wi by
FLAUC HEARTH
pOel oS S

gwber, 1961.

Pr. Bruce Hunt,
37 0rd Street, : - N R
WEST PERTH, _ .

Dear DI‘. ﬁunt»,

Asbestosls ~ Wittencom Caused

Hepe is @ copy of a letter which I have =
written to Dr. Rennie on this subject.

Yours sincerely,

%

{D.D. Letham)
PHYSICIAN

OCCUPATTIONAL HEALTH SECTION.
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ating.

%MWWQ“
to be how mach, however .Mw

on vantilati Mtasumcwm;mmg“
Sl S Ty ke
zmmttmmmmm .
Wmmwmmmm m.,

‘ment of the mwed fer proteoiing thely esployees from

ashoestonic,

est. sonters ﬁmmm‘%”’l&‘“ Ww“
s veatilerion

18 the Jesst theat can bo scked of o gompany with
gzmmm«mmmmmmum'
oyeete _ _ -

It would be much tod 1f you %
bring ny point wmwm-“mw.; .
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mmmmummm'maw.m
Hmtm&nm pugvmsecnienis In workme snd ox-
workers from the Augtralisn Hiue Asbentss Yorks at
Wittenoom. I have been adle to Jodmte in Perth rescnds
of 12 omgen of stbestoals, plus three prodabdle ospon,
four oasex of slligosis or silies Subergulonts, Bix
oases of probabhle gilicosis and one in which ashesteals
anf silicosis doth nppear to de « Sons of the
cuses of asbestosls also show of siliconin.
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

f:\q VRALGOMMLIE. . L

FHeE AN, Date 190 Sepiember, 19671,

Nr. Rruce Hunt, )

37 Ord Streest,

UVST TPRRTH, :
Deer Hr. Hunt,” ﬁb ' ST T e

Kany thankg for sending me¢ a copy Of Dr. Rennie's
letter, A copy of my/reply is enclosed.

I may have been & litile too hard but tha lengusge
is certainly plain. - e ST :

Thanks again for wour interest.

Rind regards,
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E; dovbhts concerning the atatement thai eaverytning possibie ham

been done, T heve reason to belive thet much of the dust
oxtracting machinery is ineffective et tlmes and, further,
before extracting the dust, some means of Giaposing of 1t’ pwsy
from the workings ghould be discoveresd. increa proéuction
should go hend in hend with ventilation end not precodc 1.
Frankly, ¥ 40 not think that ihe company (C.38.R, or A.B.A,)

" mow how to control the dusi.

In littie more then 40 years the industry hasg producaa
20 eapes of induptrial chest disease {including ope _proved’
pancer) and a number of puspected cases. A8 the yeare go O
Y have no dovht that many more will come to lighi, ¥t should
ba remembered that many experts $n thig field ¢laim that the
asbeptos 'i{bre tekes many yeers to produce signif'fcant puimonary
disease. If this is true, the uon dimgnosed now represant

. gross pathology .end expogure, snd the real nature of the hazard,

in terms of dieeaaa, may not becoma apparent for anothsr 40 years.

No one connected with this problem should rest until
conditione st Wittenoom ere ideal and the foregoling doen nod
suggest thaet this stage has been reached. 'The known hazard
{8 real enough but reading pepers on pleural mepotheliioma
{nctably J.C. Wagner, {,A. 8Sieggs & P.Marchand, British Journal
Indust Med 1960, 17, aéo}onw i Jef't with & nuﬂpicibn that a
corbination of inddvidual 1diosynerasy and minimal aghestos
exposure, such as from roed surfacing, may be dangerous.

¥ bave written this lettsr becouse Dr. flunt has espcured
me of your good Paith mnd in the hope that your infivenocs may
effoct an improvement in the working conditions of the asbestos
vorkerss which we have been unable t0 sehleve through the regnler
channels in W, A,

Yours faithfulily,

ve ¥eRulty
CHES . 1AN




o . | 17
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e : The inspector commenited that there were asbestos flibres

in every underground sample {the Xonimeter used for dGust ssmpling
{8 not s reliadle inatrument for covnting asbsstos Tibres)d '
Dust and fumos were obvious during the afterncon shilft.

L)

He gnotes the following Tiguresie

m
L)

Averaga Ehxst emmt fer ﬁay ahirt - June, ‘60 - 230 P, P.C.C.
- K‘W. . 59"‘ 180 ,,...P.P.C.

Average duat count for aftemoo:-; ahift - Nav. 60 «~ $10 PR.P.C.C.
" - Aug. Y61 ~ 630 P.P.C.C.

All these averages are very crude and ?he in&if&ﬁml
readinge vary greatly.

» " ” N ﬂ "

e

9
s

B

The mine sir scemed more dust laden than ever, due to
inereased production, Ouvteide sourcas contnibuie, and the
main A1t air is polluted by dust from the wmill {130 P.P,IC,C.
in one instancel.

{..a.;.;

In the ¥ill, figures were as followgiw

330 F.B,0.C.
120 Pir.C.C.
Nava ‘60 P. p- Ca Cu
Auge ‘6 1 390 PaPu Lol

At the primary crushar, Tigures of 1000 4+ P, P, 0.0, were
recorded.

3

TNy "0
Sept. ‘60

r

-
.
vida

Average Dunt count
54 ] "

. " » »
.| * "

|
§ 1t
101
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These flguree spesk for themselves snd 4o not sovggent
that conditione have jumproved over the lagt 3 yesrs.

The wsitstement in your letter concerning the mk of "a
well Jdeveloped conscience® 414 not come Trom me 1 have sliways
foumd ¥r. Allen snd kr. Thomap sourteous and heipful, One

scannot hellp feeling that production comes first enldl that the

: heglith of tha workers recelves sgecondary congiderationg The

1 primary concern of e Company, 18 to produce a-product profitsbly,

gk bat 1t has been phown, time end time agaln, that apart from gross

i sxploitation of 1ahoma~, this 48 beet achieved wvhere the interest

- and health of the workers ig considered. The contrary, where

i the product is produced at the expanmsa of the health of *the

e worker, cannot be tolerated in a civilised community. IFr X
thought that this state of afffaire existed st Wittenoom, and I

could not cormct it or elige close the mins, X would vesign.

what I do eay, is that the dvgt hasard is ot Propexly appraciate:

and that the companies attitude ig ostrich-iike, Y &m cemm

that working conditionp &re not idesl and have very ghave -

3

i
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL

£ K AIBOORL IR e e
g X | Date. 18th. gaptember, 1963. . .

Dy, H. Maynard Rennie,
Facgnarie Chanberas,
183 Maequarie Sireet,

SYDURY, e

Dear Dy, Rennie,

LIS e kTR vt P e raded B,

Dr. Hunt hag kKindly forearded a copy of your weply to
hig letter sonecerning tonditions st Austrelifan B’.t.m Asbaatou,

- Wittenoom, W.A.

¥y approach to the problem s entirely mdlual, Y ract
an engineer and my concers for the health of the workers at
®Wittenoom, 18 caused by the mmber of men sariously affectad by
silicosin/asbestonis at relatively early sges and shopt -
8XPOsUreBe These include a malignant pleural mescthelioma

after two years as a4 shif't bose In the mill. At congideradle

pergonal inconvenience, I have visited witienoom on two cocapions,
and in my copinion, conditions inthe mi13 were worse in August,
1561 than in Rovember, 1959, In certain levels when 2 iight
breezs stirred the duat, viglbhility wan appretiebhiy reduced,
Fueming & hand along a rall, produced & mound of blsek dunt
containing coarse ashbeatos Tidbrem. Fande, hair and clothsu
were filthy with dost after a ghort time, #dmittsdly some of
this dust 4s imnoovous. Colour photographs show thet the wmill
and surroundings are enveloped 41n 8 pretty but lethal biune hane,
Toring my viait, met of the men Tere woaring respirators and
this, m f1tgell, ia a confesaion of complete feiluve in s‘.lt,zat
uontz‘olﬁe 1;: éo n’-g; ses hoz atmn “: i;urk %;1 mt BN m
saneer host wear & regpiretor continuous at any fl
efficiency wost be groatly reduced, Dust ox%mtea W

mil) Prindg 1ts way inte the main mwndargeound sir mt.m. i mw
ore reeidve 1s dumped a few hundred yapds from the main Mm
and in a breese, biows all over the place. Even in the téw-
#hip muceh of the voed and path surfecing is made of waste
materisl from the mim ant bioe asbentom fibreg are ob'vio:m.

Hines nepamm inspectors have prepared umtq o
dunt conditions 2y Wittenoom and I would vefer you €0 tm
Buring an inepection between Avguat, Tith and August, 19t
1964 dnst sounts of 1000 + P.P.Cil, ware not uncomwon in u&m
and mi3l. This 1ie over three times the maxizun permissidble

conoarntration of dnst containing free ailics and the mx mu
ie hipghly siliclous.

z
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Py, D, Lethnu,

g mmy S*&N&fu.

I
W, :

N m. “i.
Pots e I : e et
Deer Pon, : Ve . < T
- 1. onthe & copy of Ted Rennie’a vept uorn
PLY which arrived tuiy i
| snd siso & COYSL my lettar 4o Feluity despatobed Jmnzdingel
T . X1 you yourselwald erite 4

_ Irectiy to Ted eud afa

T thersatter,
¢ Lo Allay,
TABLY Lo miort the

dreas

4y I s sure help conside
eall rolling Mbo right direntiogs ¢ 0P

(33
zg . aith L regarde,
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37T CHD SYTREET

WansY HRTH
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114 Zaptenbar 104

Br., J. McNulty,
The Distriet liospital,
RALGOORLTE, Wad.

Deur DLy, dcNulty,

. . 1}3 S . . Lo

I have just heard from Ted flennie and eaciosevzf;apy of his
very_disappoiéiiag tetter. I3{ seems clear that the C.5.R. people are heing
rather unctueus and self-righteoud sbout their doings. ¥With respect I wounld
sugpest thet Ted {vwhose address is 183 Vecguarie Stroet, Sydsey) whom I hawe
always found to be a very recsonablie persos, would derive a good deal of
Yenefit from & personal letter from you setting out the situation in plein
language. Tt might glso help if you sent a note Lo Allen King telling him
the situation. T am sure Allan would beck you up und would, if necessary,
get at Ted personmally.

¥ith best repards,




H. MAYNARD RENNIE

Q‘:Tﬁi.npwnﬁs'. 8BW YT .
STiNtea 4 momy XY, 2540 : . WrDREY

20 BL T RCPEE S T 8 O P D PEACDARIE CrMAMEBTRES,

123 NiCCuaRklE G¥ReeT.

7th Septenber, 196l. -

Br. Bruce Hunt,

¥R PERIE. WA : :
Dauy Brucs,

1 have iust hed & conference with the Officerg of C.5.R.

‘concerning the Wiitencom problem. It sppears that gome three

years ago & lot of money was epent on fmproving the wvery had
dust conditions st the will and tbig hae Iead to & mick improved
atmosphere In which the met now works It is sugpgested that it is
ss yot too early to determine the Renefits or otherviae of the
inmproved conditions but they feel that they bave gone as fer as
they can with the prezent knowledge end they are gquite willing fo
lock &t any further information that may be fortheoming.

Folloving my meeting with the 0fficere I am very firmly of
the opinion that your gtatement "Hoth Docktors sre of opinjon that
the Compeny has not got s well developed copscience on the matber
snd feel very strongly that very urgent sction is required® can
hardily be fustified by the facts. However, for ny own Information
I shall gee Allen King and I ghell aliso agk MeNulty to send #e wore
information sbout the messursment of dugt comnting in the eshestos
industry reforred te in the Addendum to his report,195%.

It ie not intended therefore that 3 should come over to Witdenoor
In the immediete future. T shall certeinly let you know Lf there ie
any change in plans and if you have eny further informetion on the
subject I shall be delighted to receive Lt. I will keep you posted.
Warmest Tegards end many thanks.

Yours sincerely,

/,w*/

H, MAYNARD RENKIER

i e e
SRR
‘m-l-',.' Tt s pi L
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* & Dr. Lethem

.« lovestigution of cases from Wittencom.

ke b
e v .
'g.;-:--‘t':__‘,,‘ Tretty firm diegnosis of agbestosis seas 12 céses
o=t Probable asbestosis suev 3
' : 15 cases
h . Silicosis ceee 4
!Ja«&"?}%;’* bone of_wi‘uch‘xs probably silicotuberculosis
Ty probable silicogis B
- 10 cases
poneumo - ailicosis #nd ashestosis ) 1 cuse
_ Putri investigated or seen by Terth doctors 26 crses in &i.
A
a

S



#H, MAYNAHD RENNIE
FRLEr. {(Lown,) F.R,4, .0 MACTHIARET CRAMBERS. .

“f SEREPRONE: BW YPE
fAreyry A wow.] X{, UAD

183 MACQuARIE SYpeey.
Syphoy

e Eurast, 1961,

Ny, Fraae Bant,

7?7 Opd Siveet,
m\‘r ﬁ""""?wx\. ‘-‘.] -_n, 4 M . oar.3, _',"‘ w;:_“'.mv'

Dazr Tpraa,

Phanle gen gory mat £or veaer tya Tetierg with enclosures eoncernin
the rughlems oF the urrrare at ¥Wittensom. It jg certainly not s
placeant it ra n~d T heve conveved the infermztion referred hy you
Lo the aroranriata affieer fn .0.R.0 ¥y ig, indeed; word eretefu} for
the intavent tzken in the orabpm and ther ave, at the mament,
imeactirating the resovris

T4 $o poreibla thet T mov came over &% the fompany's reouesd
and yepr detailed tioetable is mnct irteveetine in t-is res-r? as wall
ze heipe yary hein®l indeed. T ghe* VYapn o poeted ar soan ac ¥
gy finer anvp, :

+
-

Mool reravdg,

Yeours,

%

", Yamasrd Benniea
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Br. B, Maynard Reunie,
183 Macquarie Strect,
SYDREY N.8.¥,

“! dear Tﬁé’

Farther ¢ the possibility of your sesing ever to ﬁt\mn
4 buw; Iad & Jengthy conaultation with Dou Lethas regardiog plans. timstables
and the Iike, It would sesa that the most suitable progremme wonld tu for
you to leavs Sydaey ou a Friday, arriving in Perth on ¥Fridsy night.
Saturday it would be srranged for you to confer with Dr, Letham and br.
MeNuity asnd to soe fu the flesh, with sccompaaying films, net lexs. than ten
ex~¥ittenoom vorksrs who sre nurroutly under medical irvatment Is wrlm
hospitsls in the Porth District suflering from ashaptesin er silfcesis.
¥e wonld hopw that you womld take the evening menl with us on the Saturday
and would fly to ¥ittemoes on Sunday morning leaving Perih in the wee amell
honrs, You would then heve meai of Sundny, all of Neondsy and Tossdsy and
poktion of Wed morning in ¥ittenoom which shomld give both you and
the ventilation wAgineer swpla time to zee the aitustion on the spot.
Rodnesday's 1.10 p.m. plane would get yeo t¢ Perth belore diasner sud yew
cogid then either retire to your couch or sgein do us the honour, Thursdey
conid be speat fu comsnliation with Lethem snd McKulty, and poasibly with
your office people., You counld thed go bsok to Sydney hy the night plene eu
Thuraday, by the marning plane on Fridey, of by the night plane on Fridsy
an you wished.

I do most aincersiy Bope timé you can ase yeur ey cllmr to
tollow cur suggestions, The saving of life wosld undpchiedly-result and
further the step wonld roise consldersbly tha sstimation in which the
Compony ia held in these parts by the Fealth Authorfties. Since X Jast.
wrote 1 hove seen several mere of the films of the pationts currestly
ander trestaont fn Perthy they wonld not constitute vary gooed pw«s
for hoaith in the sabestes industiry,

With beat regards,
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seecondly, it mizhit be 4ifricult to get together on
Saturday afternooit several people from several hospltals

oy who would probaoly wish to present their own cases. Thia.

PR TR, SR R LT

l=aves bul ang alternativerw
To ioave For HittﬁhOOﬂ on & Tuesdhy at” S:ES 6?‘“““
7.30 2.13., arriving there at “1.10 p.m. The return trip
— would have to he made on the following ézy, leaving

SRR Wittenaow at 1.10 p.m. via the Fokker Friendship. This

el would give littlo less than 24 houprs in Wittenoom, which,
ir cﬁrefuljv nlatned, would probably suffice for the
PUrnos T would be necessary Lo use the Tuesday after-
nean fnr inspgetion, the eveniug would have to be spent
in diccussions with management, and, on the foliowing
o morpping . Vednesday, the inspection could be continued.
T Tt might be desirshie for a ventilation engineer to

- ety Tor 2 loawer meriod bHud I think that this time

vanld te sufficient t2 allow Dr. Rennie g reasoneble
. appraisal of woerking conditions. With this programme

. ha could come ovep in the weekend on Saturday or Sunday,
’ . spend londay witi us here i1 Perth {see {a) G previons
im page) and, 1? need De, spend further time with us on

8 . Thurafiary qﬁﬁ o3 fridqy

— Tt does not seem praciicsble to gonsider ine

i possihility of retusning, via Roebourne, on Friday.

i The niene leaves al 7.5%5 z.m. and 1L 1s aporoximately
180 miles oy road T'rom Fitisnoom o Rosbourne.

1 have resnested Dp. Biphick of the Perth Chest
?ospxual and Dr. Harris of the Repatristion General
- Poepital to let me have s 1ist of cases of asbestosis
: which have been sdmitied to their wards., These will

Lo inclu*e cagses vwhich are comnlicated by silicosis. Royal

“
»

Parth Foanital has no record of any admissions bul I
know of a recent one which has not velt had time t£o bve
classified in records. In addition there will he cases
¥nown to Dr. Yefuilir and possidblvy one or two Trom the
== Chest Clinic neot known to nim., I also know of at least
one referred by a collespre. not on Dr. NelNuliy’'s list,

e’
i
1

Bir the time ihat Dr. Melully returns frop his

C‘Qnt'ﬁo-o.--o;’)a
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSIRALIA s

-— - $FTIER5 | ROX 1),
" < DEPARTMENT OF BUBLIC HEALTH ' 2.0, st , :
--' 57 MURRAY STREET NESSROOMLad st S s
Al Gommumtrrime g e
PERTH wddcesend to i
- . CLAMMISSIOKER OF
- b ' PUFLIC HEALYM™ - = -
e 26th Tuly, 1981
- AP
PR ] Dr. PBruce Sunt,
' 37 Ord Street,
- FEST PURTH,
: Dear Dr. Hunt, N L, 0T T
| ‘
Pl Posgibie Visit of Dr, Rennie
i - Foellowing ouy discugsien, it 1s thought thatl Dr.
R © - Remnie would need to -
. (a) spend some itime in Verth in discussion;
i anpd examination of case histories and
chest x-prays of employees and ex-employees,
. {v) vigit HFittenoom,

{e} vrebably nave further discussions in Perth.

ee s v v
¢
wh

The H.7.A. timetavle {which is enclosed) does not
readily lend itself to this programme. There are four
weekly return trivs. Of these, the plane leaving on
sunday at 5.15 p.m. wenld predicate the need for svending
the weekend in Yitfenoom -~ not desirable. The plane leav~
ing on Batwrday ot 11.2% a.m. stays overnight st Meckatharra
L0 arrive in Perth arter midgayv on Sunday «~ also nol Geasir—
o} able. 'This leaves, then, planes leaving on Tuesday and

- Wednesday. OF the twe the Welnesfay Trip { Pokker Friend-
ghip} is the faster. This limits the days for leaving
i Perth to Bunday and Tuesday. Leaving on Sunday wonld mean
i : arriving in Wittenoom at 8.45 a.m. No doubi the day could
be pleagantly spent having 2 1ookK at the Gorge and/or
- . preliminary discussions. HMonday and half of Tuesday could
then be spgent in Wittenoom, departing thence at 1,30 pum.
on Tuesday. This would presuppose spending Saturday in
- Perth on iten {a) shove,which would, in turn, indicate
- the need for legving Sydney on the Friday. (There is, in
e fact, an A%, A. service which leaves Sydney at 4 p.m. on

¥riday, arriving in Perth at 9.25 p,m.¥. T do not think

that this would be vracticable. In the Mirst place it
would probably be too much of a rush Tfor Dr. Rennie, and
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iaynsyrd Nesnie a5th July 198%

Perhops the worst cese which wea demonstireted io we yestéﬁiny vas
of 2 man who werked for tws years only in the will st ¥ittenoum
aome years age, hod not been in & dosty atecsphbere sinve nnd who

died the other day of a walignant pleurs) mesotbeliows sud pulmonsyy
asbostosis and nilfcosis.

LT

I enc¢lyse coples of nome velevand reports 'sin&"'veglff "i:"r"";m-mn;“"
like to hove ihese back in due oouraws.

-
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{}rc I;- M&J'Ml‘d Rﬂﬁﬁie, FtR.CQPQ‘ gOEQ*Qco?Q’
183 Macquaris Street,
SYDNEY N\SY,

My danr Tod,

frytiall

¥ittenoom, By arraogement Dr. McNulty, the Mines Médicel -Offfver,-whow I

bad mever had the plessure of weeting previensly, and Pr. Bos Lothsw, the
industrial disesse axpert in the Public Health Departmenit bere, whom X

imovw well and regerd vary highly, came to sae me yoaterday and we traversed
the whole field, Before I go any further, I must ask you t¢ be wary cerefnl
sbout the way in which you utiiise the story which I am shout to tell you
becduse Br. Mchulty end Dr, hathew both wake it wery clear that the optimistic
atetament whick Mr, A)lap made to me regnrding the indidence of “duating™ at
¥ittanoom, which I quoted %o you in my letter, does mot convey sn sccurste
picture, YLsthem and McNolty both regexrd the working comnditions at ¥ittenoom
an very poor and atate fudead thyt they comstitutae a publijc menace, They
showed me & nusher of filme taken during the routine aurwey of mine workers
and bhad the clinieal history of these mon with thomy appareutily {6 I guifte
poasible to be so badly dested ea Go be totally and permagently fncapacitated
within four or five yesrs, Buch doctora are of opigion that the Compsny hes
not, got o well—developed consclence on the matter snd feol wery atrongly that
very urgent action 16 regquired. It wosld abvicusly:bhe mach bhetteyr from every

wpoint of view if the cipitiotion-of hetter wentilatiag mossnres came from

*ithin the Company than aa the rexult of external pressure by Mines end Heplth
Departaents, Am yon kuow, in VWestern Australie at the present time we are
eodesvouring te baost sur production i every possidble way sud s pablic outery
is not golng to help to atirect Western Austraifan wminiag c¢apital to the Stals,
I would alap, I am sure, bring sabout very conaiderable difficelties for the
Coupony fn securing sad maiméalafug &n adequate labour Yorse. On the othor
Beod from whet MeNulty and Lothewm tell me sction must definitely be teken, My
auggestion would be that, if you pan apere the time, the C.5,8. authoritiss
abould sand you apd » comu‘li.mt ‘vantilation angineer on & towr of imapection.
¥e could make arrnagemants hare so that on the day following your arrivel
Kcﬂulty and Lothowm, with their filwa and their case records, comid be st your
* digposai for the day. Yom comid £1y to ¥ittenoom vu the following morsing,
spand two or thraee doys there, fiy back €o Perth snd have another day with the
tyo doctora, and be back iv Sydaey inside s working week.

1 do stk you to regerd this request wury aeriovaly becausa both
HeNnity and Lethem are competent men of good fafth and the records and Tijma
vhich they shoved mo yesterdsy, and the figurea which they quom ore quite
horrifying.

¥ith bent ragards,

Mo
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: Pr. Bruce Hunt,
. 37 Ord Sireet,

grRa™ PERT

.- Dear Dr. Hunt, .
. Thank you fo your invitiation to “iunch on
- Yaopday, 2hth Suly, which Y acoept with pleasure,
v d
: Yours sincerely,
: - -~

_—
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37 GRD STREETY

WEST PERTH
20th July 1961

l}rc Jo MQNUI t'}f?
Mipes Medical Officer,
Diatrict Hospitsal,

KALGOORLIE , W.a.

Dear Dr. Mc¥alty,

Can 1 bave the pleasure of your company at iunck in _
roomg at I p.w.~ o Mondey, 24th July, the dey on whith you eXpect €6 be
in Perth, I shal} look forward to the plessure of meetihy you and
discusaing the Wittenoom situatice, snd I have saked Don letham te join
us, The Consuliant Medical Officer 66 the C.8.R. ip Sydsey ie a close
perscnel friend of wine end after our discusaion | ahall meke it amy
busineas to inform him fully regarding your findings; I have a feeling

. that he is not converaant with wlat is actuslly hepperisg in the wmine and

the wiil,

Sipeerely youra,

Q)m--w-&-f I“"“‘""'

!""-"'
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An unforseen, but highly beneficlel by product of the
warning to ¥r. - - » hag been the alerting of the C.5.R. to the
grave health hazard existing in theve subaldlary company &nd
real effort 18 now being made to immrovs conditions,

:

_ 1 Have to go to Darwin on Wonday, h July'6t, return-
ing vie Wittdnoom to examine workers. X would very much like
to pee you and could, perhsps, call at your rooms, by appointment,
on Monday efternocn, 2ith July. T would 1like to see Pr. Werritth
CePEY G Orie of our dirficuitles is that the-Mobiie Fwppy- Uait
£iiming 8t Wittenoom cannet produce. technicslly, ‘perfect and con-
giastent Chest Y-raye. ’ - , i .

Attached ere & few recent reporis which T prepuared on

the health of assbestog wopkers. ¥ don't wish to bore you, tut
I am gratefui for your interest. o .

L

King régards;'

i
Yours faithfully,

i

J. BeBnity
MINES MRDICAL CFRICER
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Dr. B, Bunt, o . | . .

37 ord S8treet, - . . ; R G e

wEST PPRYB. ; : e i

1 jo° i: P
Thank- you for your kind letter and-reﬁartﬁdﬁ%gri“vg*er

of Wittencom. B b : .

‘Peoar Dr. Hunt,

- . b o 1 : ;
I agree thet 8 dlsgnoais of asbestonis camnmot be sgtadblished
on the ptrength of the X-raye alone and em naturally pleased 1o have
that opinion confirmed. Be hae never been Lormally dlagnosed ag

guffering from puimonary dlseass,  Beceuse of hie length of ‘time

" 4n the Iindustry and the minimal changes st both baees in 1960 as

compared with hig originsl X-rays it was considered advlisadle Yo
warn him of the possidility of developing industrial chest diacese
go thst he would avoid unnecessary exposure to asbesion end ailica
dust. )

As you know, the disgnopig of asbestosis In the early
stapes is extremely Aifficult and must often be presumptive. A
normal Cheat ¥=ray does not exclude 4t and the presence of asbestos
boadies does not confirm it. The inaccegsablllty of Wittenoom and
1te dietance from the commonly sccepted ancillary alde to diagnosis
make 1t even more difficuit.

tinder ordinary circumatances there would be no urgency
and 1t would be better to wait s year or two before sufigesting a
diagnosic.affecting a8 workers health and ilvelihood, Dust control
at the mine and milli at Australisn Blue Asbestos wee and is bad.
Workers have developed asbestosis and silicosis with gross clinleal -
end radiological sipgns .and grave disabllity after relatively shori
expogsures, ¥allure to advise a8 worker that there wap gome douvbt
shout his Y=vay and delaying a decligion for a year might expose him
wnwittingly, to half as wuch dust ageline. The disgnosisg might then
be‘pertain but the effect on hig herlih dipasterous.

Histologlcal proof of meny of the diegnoses made, has been
obvteined fronpost-moriem meterial and from sections cbiained st lung
biovay a&nd during pulmonary resections. A few wecks ago post-
mortem on A& man aged 47 years, who hed worked for 2 vesars only in
the mill at Auvstralian Blue Asbeatos (1949-51} confirmed that he had
a malignant pleursl mesothelioma end pulmonary eabeztosis end allicosd
A pretty shocking finding in s modern indusiry.
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WEST PERTM

- 1ith July 1961

Dr, J, Mc¥ulily,
Mines Medicel Officer,
District Hospital,

KALGOORLIE.  ¥.4.

Peaxr Dy, MHeNuity,

’ — Thank you for the losn of your filams of Mrore - e
snd for your letter of 28th June, I wyself was perfectly happy with my
clinical findings e Mr. .. .-y about & stone of superfluova weight snd o
B.P, of 180/100 were the ouly physicel abnormalities I cozld detect,
Clinjcally the lungs eppeared to me perfectly normal and the chest movemenis
fully up to mormal atanderds. Arthur Merrit¢t of the Perth Radiologicel Climic
took o fresh series of filme &t warying exposiures to wske them comparnble with
your filwe, and he wae of upinion thet o diagnosis of sabestosis could not be
esteblished upon the films alone,

I would much &ppreciste the opportunity of & chat with you
regarding Mr. .. - cese and ashestosis in geners}l when next you are in Perth.
Perhope you could apare &8 wmoment to let wme know when your next visit is likely
te he, If frirly soon perhaps 1 could hold the filkwx until then; if however
you won't be in Perth in the immediate future I ahall return the films to
Kalpoorlie with the hope that you will bripg them down again when you are zext
pasaing this way. Plesse let we inow slso whether you would like to see Dy,
Merritt®s Tilme and his repert. ¥ '

¢ With kirdest regards,

I am,
Yours very sincerely,

QM.- k”""‘""




) H. MAYNARD RENNIE
P T ROP (LORC.Y ¥ AAC,p, MATQUARIE CHAMDERS.

; QIR SYRGEY.
C Toikumanr: Bw T IRY MacouARIE STRGERY

i tATIke 4 mwly Xi. 2BAG SYDNEY
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: Be. T. veity,

Gietriat Yosnital,
¥altronlie,
LMQTTLAT TRt T

e o

- A o Ay et | iyt

Derr Tr, Mely Ity, .

Thenk vour very much indeed for your letter with enclesed
21iniss? rotes spt chest Xeraye of My. " which I received
when T was in Perth recently.

Ae oon indicated, it ir not engy to rrach a definite
Alzepneis in this meng czse, 293 an hie history as given o me by
imerl® T woeld 1ike 10 he arsured of the complele normalily of
Wie pavdioveecolnyr system. Levordinely T have asked that
R . te rarter-p? to Ny, Drace 3. Hunt of Perth for ohyesicat
ereminaiion 29l penort. T have sckod My, P. Thomsy to formrd
the voraws fo Ty, Want, an” then to coltlact them ngain fs goon as
e Mamt bee Cinighed lth them, e, Thomae will then retorn the
Fitme to vou, ond T ¢hodl gend you 3 oony of Tr. Wantts renori.

M

o et 31T mn An T4 Viaahire the ryoblen with Syl D.B. Tethawm
wan arm - ey wnregatod, :

With ¥ind repards,
Yaner gireerels, .

o

W, Ygeoresed Oﬁnrie-
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There $a no need. to cpmmsnt pn Lhe figuren save L0 auy
that only the huge lsbour- turnover (over 70 of wvorkers have worked
at vittenpom for ¥ yearp or lesfa) pravented lurge numhers of ten
from being sifcaeted, ‘The concurrent dust gouhts prepured by the
Senior Inspector of ‘ines Bhoved how duety the wmill and mine redlly
are, and the reaults of the chest x-ray exumfnctions show the effect.
Tt would appesr thet 2ilicosis is w more meripus problein then asbes-
tosis and that Ireguenily the ifgesse 1o of 2 mised vype. This ex-
pleins why the glasslicsl rudiologicul appearance of aabcatoaia is
rarely seefl.

It 45 algo worth noting that mere presenéad the-wine or
wiil over & relutively short perliod is sulficient Lo produce disesse
and that unliks the Gold Hinem, the wvatual oocupation of the morker
s not too important,

oh atteapt wus vade (o X-ray ithe men erployed in irange
porting the ushentus bugs to the ocoust, dut only o few were astuslly
done, It {a degirable that these workers un:d those engsred in loadi:
asbestos ud the Joctke chould be examined regularly and their conditic
of work investimted.

Iflective duamt pupression ot sustrglien Llue .aghestoa, is
sn urgent snd facedliate nucensity.

gy E't"
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The following are the results of the chest x-ray sxaminatlon
of wmorkers employed for more ithan eneyear at Australian Blue Asbeatos,
Yitisnoom, exstmined by the HWines Mobile X.Ray Unly during Sepiesder,
1G60. A few workers have been exoluded but their exclusion doss notd
effect the over-ail pioture. Also excluded are men disgnosed as
suffering from indusirial chesi disease in previous years, who have
left the indusiry. T ' S
The diagnostic symbols repreeénti-

-

P

— N. No evidence of industrisl chept Olsease o%_bfher
- .pulmonary pathology, e
) - . -5 23 Ay .....o...'_w.....'-.»..
N F+ Inereased lung merkings of a non specific type possibl:
i m Aue to the very earliesi atage of silicosls or ashes-—
IR tosie, but too inconolusive %o Jusiify even a proviaio:
f disgnonls, o .
E ﬁi - - ¥+(81) ¥Fairly conolusive evidenge of -8ildccsis/aabeatosis and
P the men oconcerned have been advieed to leave the indua
g try. Definitive diagnomip awaite further investigetio
- to exclude other puluonsry digease and to Resess Jima-~
i bility, if any,
o 54 $ilicosis and/or asbertosis,
: ; _ X«RAY CLASSIFICATION
"1 "No. of gxears at %.of worker
i -aust, Blue Asbestos, N, e Fa{pt) & affeatsd pe
B 52 year of-sx-
-a;i'w GHure,
.;;3 Yent, 84)
3 d S
Zig -4 K&l — - o TﬁO%'
(Hn 2 u3 t - of
} B 3 21y 5 1 3%
. 4 . % 3 7128
ﬁfﬂ 6 L 2 3 33K
a7 ! : B
EL | 8 4 2 2
wy Y
i : ) "
s 10 1 4 4
14 1 14 -
T 2 - - 2 o
Total: 154 25 19 108

.

{The men with normal cheet x~rays after 410 yaarg exposupe
swd Aha man wdth 4R paara axnnentre 8¢ Fa diaaneiis workpin thé
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

R - - LETHAS, $OX 14,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH S, PeRkE

EILAPRGHRE: 231040
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X regrot %o advise that yeur resens ehtut SIOuN .
chonges vers; sugpestive of induaterial diswess, MIV X m.'!#
stoge oF Aisheptoxis, cooplicated by silisonis.  Yem peotah
ploked this up in eurlier ysara vhe:d Jou wers wods int@mads)
sonaerned with the wiil, A you know I was & Wit b3
year, hut the changes wers too indarinite and we- aon’k: m
sasociste managerisl stafd with industeisd chﬁtt ﬁi.ﬂa-.u

Ko final decision haw bosh and m wm mt
receive fopmal o 1ce from’ the Hamourable Rindster Tor NiDes

until your comditton haa bean furtier investigsied.. If you wil}

be in Perth in the near future plesse let we ¥now and I will arran:e
for you to havea further x-pays,iung function and sputus tests am =
outeputient, ut the Terth Chest “oapital, 1 will not da in Porth
intil February 1934, dut you eould conmuli U, Lethsm &t the Pudlie
Heultd Bepa -tmant -~ he 18 fully in the p:eturc and could advise you.

Trera $8 ne io.ediste nead z.‘or aooncern, buk naturally
you shoull avoid rurther exposure to haraful dust Tike the p&aync
until your cheat condition nus heen completely fnvestigated,

_ I¥ you h.ve any g.estlions or need sny odvice, pleape
write,

Yoursg sincerely,

Tans

It #1311 tuke a@oie tive to

e piets oy review poif the z-raye
af your wmorkers, but I am pnot
ta0 happy uhoai the general trend.

RING ea YEDICAL, OFF I‘}§£~

Cop¥: Or, D. D, Letham,




- generally acve wueh higher toial particle ¢ounts and the Iupinger

DISTRICT HOSPITAL
AAIGOORLIE L. L .
Jie iz kv, - Dote.. ... 5% Oetover, 4860 i |
Hr, . D, lethsa,

-Prysician,

Public Health Depurtment,
57 Buryay Street,
PERTH

Dear Dr. Lethaam,

wr ¥

The Senior Enapector of m1nea haﬁ“ﬂ!nﬁiy"given
ne A copy of his findings at Wittenocom, 3Bpig ;gﬁjggﬁcpnaenznation
of dust in both the mill amd the. undarggggqg B3
mhe amount of dust falling on tvhe lawn outs e‘m “office
would not compare favourably with conditions unéergrauné incaoms
gold mines. Silicosis. iz . probably & mich greater hszard. than we
had imagined and this probably explasins why a1l the tien who hove

developed abnormsl chest x-rays appear to have & mixfure of sili-
cokis and apbestonis,

There was litile correlalion between the read-
ings of the Widget~Tmpinger and the Konimeter, The Konimetey

higher fihre counta, but the readings were too inconsisgtent %o
give a worthwhile compsrison., The Inspector suggeeted that in-
experience with the Impinger may have been the cause and he fe¢ls
gput it is u good instrument for use at Wittenogoa.

The Senior Inspecter of Mines has made . many
recomcendutions to the Company and the Mines Departwent have the
vower, under the Lining 4cts, 1o see that the dust hazard -is -

eradicuated, % remeins £0¥ us to Xeep hammering the henlth aspecty
msintiin Lthe sense of urgency regulred,

o preliminary review of the Wittenoom filns,
shovs how urgent the problem ig., It is too early fto commit uyselfl,
put I feel that ihe eneral piciure i& worse than ever.
* _ On conpletion of the rveview I think it would
he & ~oaé idex 0 send a copy of x«1l the resulis 1o the Cowupany
for their inforomtion,

Yours faithfully,

Oyt

Ze Molulty
THEST  PRHYSICIAN.
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I should not have been so specific in regard
to 8 ¥idget-Impinger since you may know meny instruments of
e¢oual, or greater, value. o '

Phe whole picture of industrial chest dlsease
1n this state 1s disappointing snd, whilst I have no.axowmedy. t6--
offer, I feel that much clioser lisison end co-operailion between
your Department and mine is needed.” TFor my part, I should be

. very piessed to =zssist medically in any probliem connected with
- the nmining indueiry.

. L ~_ ‘The School of Mines have a Midget-Impinger '"i
vhich was apparently bouvght through Sandovers. T

Xind regards.

'-f | I. Mclulty
5 MINKS KEDICAL OFFICER,
W
7 ¥nelosures: - 1} Literature from Canada.
. 2) Brochure rom School of Mines. .
- 3} List of references supplied by Er, Tuartermaine.

o Plense retun numbers 1) and 2).
- ' . &*&.{“, .‘{\. .WMMA ;{"W‘v.__.... é”'\v '/,z'g_f/w,gf_:}

~1 4 4 ' . "

(}(’\. ‘%L\w."{;"ﬁ"ﬂ}{t = e 75“"!-.-/-.. /,.'\-"." [CEUS S S A NN PN W
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL 8(‘“,,4: e Ghr

JUCN BT, Date......... 29t Jaly, 1960,

¥r. v,7, Brishane,
State Mining Englneer,
Minew Department,
PERTH.

Dosr Hr. Brigbhane.

Thank you for your letter, I do not preteng
to be fsmiliisr with enpineering methoeds or the detatls of dust
gampling and my opinion on these matters 1s that of en Interested
physician only. My concern for the heslth of the workerse st
"ittenoom prompied me to investipste the whole problem of the
Asbestoe Induetry and thie lead to an sppreciation of the need
for sn accurate count not of dust particlee énly but of acbestos
fgbrea ag well, partieniariy of & criticsl slze, l.e. over
40 micrones in length. The Xonimeter does not appear to be the.
beast instrument for this purpose.

¥r., Jennings, General Secretary, Chamber of
¥ines, kindly obteined some informaticn £rom Canads and &
Midget Impinper was recommended ap the most sultable ingtrument
for use in the Asbestos Industiry. 1 uwnderetood that the Sentor
Inspector of Minea hed receivad cuples and had Pforwsrded them
to the ¥ines Department in Perth.

. In the dliagncsis of Pneumoconlonis a gdetalled
¥nowledge of the occupational history and working conditions ise
esgential. This 1s particularly true of asbestosis, the dlagnosls
of which presents meny dlfficuities. It 1s amccepted, for example,

" that & person with a completely normel chest x-ray may be suffering

from sgbestogic, anl, contrarily, that the presence of the
pecunlisr so~¢alled asbestos bodles in the sputum is not necesesrily
diasanostic of the discase.

The Mobile “wRay Unit wi1ll be conducting the
periodical examination of workers at “ittencom between the Yih
Septenber and the 26th September, 1860. A plmple clappificstion
of workers by occupntion could be made and ueed by an inspector
from the Mines Department and the Mobile Unit. If an accurate
entimstion of the concentratlion of dust, {(particularly critically
glzed Tibres), to which each worker is expoped were made avellsble
to me, it would preatlly faciliitate the examination of the workers.

.
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SCRONL OF KINES

28th July, 1960,

hear Dr. MeNuliy,

I have been &ble to 1oc&te the follbwing”%éréréhééa
t0 the Midget Impinger:

U.S.R.M.  T.€.7026: A technique for use of the Midget Impinper.

U S p.¥,.~R,1.L802: Size of smallest particles determined in
impinger. dust counting methods.

U.8.B. 8. ~R. T. 45682 Relation between and preclaion of dust counts
from simultaneous Impinger, Midget Impinger,
Tlestire precipitator, and Filter paper samples.
{not availieble et X,8,.M.}

Y. SR ¥, ~R.I.3360: ¥Widget Imovinger for dust eampling
{not svalleble here}

Conveyor 8/55 p.3: Dust prevention st %inc Corporation and use

of the midget impinger to check dusi concentrations.
L3

Drinker & Hatch {2nd Bdn 1985Y) "Industrizl Dust! pp.a50-155 plus
extensive bibliography. , '

“Prneumoconiosis Abstracts® Vols. 1, 2, and 3: Various shstracts of

articles referring directily and indirectly to
impingers and midget impingera.

In addition there are some references to the
milling of ashesgtos:

Can, I.M.¥. Bull, 8/55 p.hiB6: “Asbestos Milling at Jeffrey Hill
of Csnadion Johns-Manville, Cuebec.”

: Of the sbove, probebvly Drinker and Hateh and the
7.S.8.%, publicstions pive most Information. .

Yours sincerely,
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Desr Sir »

DISTRICT HOSPITAL S
CKALGOORLIR e
JMer eRX. Date.........tet Joly, 1960,

- - .o Lo G sk Trrebaarg aeamt e S

The Under Seceretary,
Vineg Depariment,
TERTH.

T am not very familiar with the detaile concerning
the trangport of Agbestos from Wittenoom t¢ the coast, butl
understand that it is by private contract and thaet the workers
are not the concern of your lDepartment. These workers may be
exposed to the hazerd of Asbestes dust equal to, if not greater
than, the mil] workere &t Auatrslian Blue Agbestos. This may
alao apply to the men enpapged In-leading shlps at Port Sampson,
depending on the methode sdopted. )

An effort will e made to examine all these workers
duPing the visit of the Mines %obile v-Rey Uit lster this vear,
on & voluntary basis. .

This matter is brought 1o your attention befaune
the conditlone of employment of these workere should be investigated,
the duet hazsrd estimsted, and 1T & hezard exists, consideration
given to the inclusion of tha workers within t*e scope of the
¥ines Regulation Act and The Kine wgrkers Relier act.

) A copy of this letter has been gent to ™r. Letham
end you may wish to dlscuss it with him.
N :
Yours falthfully,’
E

Dr. D.D, Letham, J. ¥elulty

CHUST  PHYSICIAN,
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gxgorure i athestos GUBT Bas 30UT Yours,

Three ¥orkers with o .ixed 0ld wod asbesios -Aning. hisyory,
huve develuped silicoris and usiegtosis., Four workers with a simila
aird 7 history have veveluped pure slliicosis. Of theése seven
norkerb the sveruge cxpopure to dust ineluding ol wining was 12
yesrs 4 8 oxcluding provious wining (which Is nat enairely Justi~
Tiatil~) wan 7 years,

Conclusion:

..l_.‘a

The p(vcentag@w qxateﬁ above (1 a, *2%‘01 asbeﬂtos WOTKOrs
suffering fron industrivi chesw discuse with over I yeurs exposure
conpared wilh 44 of golad ainers with over 10 yeusrs exposure} umre
crade ond Lrobunhly pain“ toa bkluck a picture of the conditiong
vhich exinted. TWith s shifsing working populution £t iz alment
imposstible o work-oat acaapate ingidencean. However, the wvery
high labhoar turnover st Wittencown is necersu¥ily spnocisted with
6 shoPt aver.s expeaudrPe per worker and guny workers st risk were
protectad 58 rply hecuwuse thoir exposure tiae was toe shori, At
leant one of these shori-tors workers han been dlaghosed 4 sulforw
ing o asbertosis aany yeurs after he left the indusiry.

_ CThe prodbles iz essenuially one of ventilation conducted
with =+ prager agy?«cf;tion of the prelitive Inportsnce snd wedleal
eignificinge of the usbeitos Clbre as disgtinct frow the silica
pariticle. Nispite the @ ny m.rked inprovenents which have been
effseted at 4he HMine and Y111, T 43 not autfnfied thut the risk of
industiriil chest 2igease hwﬁ been eradicated or even: brcaght 0 par
®*ith the risk of S1llicosis the pold-mining industry.

The prevention of in&uetri¢1 cheqt digeune In a medico-efgineering
proble:s and rogalires close liwsgn batween the Mines Depsriment, who
errg responsible Fo- ventil tion wpnd dasi eounts, und .the wvedicul

officurs, who wre resnonsihle Igr rhe periocdicdl clinical snd chest
X-3ay eganinutions,

CHRERQT PHYSICIAN XD
WS #EDICE. OFFIGC
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ibr. King, Lth Say, 1960,

The dangerous purticle size In Lillcaslis ie 1ess thun 5
migrong, in dshestosis the dungercus Tibre length is hetweed
20 and L0 siecrons, The dust counis wre Lheretore of litile
vaiue unless they show the number of Libres per c¢c within
that ran~e., The Konimeter in use in this 8tate {5 not
regurde: «i ah effective Instrument Jor duset couniing in the
Agbestos industry in Canada. o didget-Impinger is uged.

It 19 atressed that Libres over 10 wmicrons in length arce of
particular importunce snd whilst the total dust concentrution
should be below 40 million purticles per cubic Todt 6Yair,
™he maxiagm fibre count (ié over 40 microns in length} per—
mitted, is 1 milliion fibres per cuble fooit of alr,

Hany workers remssin st Wltternoow for less than one yeur

" and less thati 50% of the work force, &t any one time, have been

continioasly emnployed for :aare thun four years, A very rough
gstimate of the percentage of workers, with over L yeurs exposure
and sufiering froe industrisl chest disease is 12% {entimuted by
expreosing the number of workers, detaulled below, us & percentuge
of the nuuber of workera egxusined in 1959 whose initial mining
certificate was issued prior 10 1955, )

in recent yesre it would be unusuul fo disgnose Biliconis
in & gold nmiper with less thon 10 years exposure. E.g., in 1958,
there were no new cages of Siticosis in the 0-10 yeur group, 20 ctse
in the 10-20 yecr group and 29 cages in the 20~30 year grouap.
Expressed 48 o perceniusge of the t0fal number of mine workers this
gives an annaul incidence of S5ilicosis of a.proximutely 1%, ‘Thesne
percentage incidences are not very accurdte and are nei really com-
paruble, but they do iliustrate the grave huzard which exiasted at
filtienvom coup. red with ihe general dning industry.

The following are the particulirs of cases of industriul
disease detucted ut Witlencom since 1958, The 148t 1s complete 48
far ar our records go, but there muy be u few cases diagnosed elge-
where who were not exusamined under either of the relevant Mining Act:
ané thergrore not dbrought %0 our notice,

*

Some newly diaghoseﬁ capes of 8ilicosis are not included
because of previcus lengihy gold-mining history whieh could reason-
zhliy he held respovnsibile. |

There have also heen u few cases of workers developing
pulmonary tuberculiosis without 8ilicosis or Asbesiosls, but their
number dces not suggest sny particulur hazurd at Wittenoom, other
than thut upsectuated with smining in general. '

Five 1111 workers huve been disgnosed &5 suffering from
Asbestosis nince 1958 wnd one under ‘Pound workeir. Thelr uverage
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A Bireelor,
SE Tabereslosis Sontroi Branch,
. 17 Murvray “ireet,
-~ PR . .
e . ihatienas SEETS CLEE N
S Fariudfonl chest xeray exwmin.iion of workers in the
o lghentoe ind. stry during 49%4% disclosed no new cucss of ashestosis,
SN 21thaa b thure bre seyve: )l nwen whogse x-rays cust be considered susp-
S ect. “hope whose X-Puys ure considerced zusplelisus oF Asheslosls
‘é will he examinad ¢ -win in 1260,
o . »
iz . .
-i ] The length of exposure 0F wo Kera contragilng asherstoris
: ar Stlicost- is aweh shortors thon compyrably enployed den o ihe
; = galdw=inting Indastry :nd the oxtent of diseuse ls greaier, he
1 73 anmall tamh v o3 workers and the extrewsly hish Judbour turnover
T wive this ler: obvioas, '
4 . -
: “E There 2t¢ a nuwb.r of puzzling «nd digquieting feuuren,
1% In sever,yl inet.o-ces aphestourisz hag been disgnosed 1in underground
i warg=rs although the Jiszuna hud been considered prouldi.xr Lo the
JORE s 5311,  Zne weuner o the itr.in ¢rew undernrbund, not aeuully. at
ﬁ 1 Yrect dast pisk, has ahntappears $o be u mixiure of silicosis,
Bl Athzstosis and pucsibly Tuberculonis,  Another underground worker
ird e has whit o nesecs radiologically $0 be pure silicotis, but his sputt
R ;E cont.ins «spesteon badies,

- The Lines Depeorient f.e peratited me te inupect the
P renualis of Sheir perlodi-a) dusi gounts. IV is obvioas that the :
b e new (111 in 4 greot daprevesent on ihe 036 M1l and thuat condftiom |
Eé@g underaround hove also inproved. It In $00 eurly o telil whether )
- T new -I11l will be reunpongibie for fresh casesn of indusirial chesnt
5 S @igc 2t Or nNOL, :

s - ’
P The disguis ing Testures sbcul the dunt counts are ho 1

A . .

.4 -4 4) The rock wmined 1t dpparently highly silicious urd therelore |

P particelurly Sungesous. The dust gountu are on « par with

Y Tizures Cor the old wines. 4 higher stand:ard ahould be &

in view of the bigh ailica content and the additlionul Asber
tanis risk.

2} The Qusit ¢aunts are € porticies only, the sede ingtrusent
is wed lor éstectiny silica puriicles and wehestons flbres |
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. br, D.D, Letham.

Hth APprii, 19oU.

Hawever,; without propen dust counts it is impossivie o
vnow whether new cases Will not appear after =a retatively
short exnosure, sey f0-15 years. It would appear that

even with the highest standards of ventllation Asbestosis

538 51111 2 hazard overseas.

I could go on, but perhaeps theae few maeas'wili'
show you how my mind 1is running. .

Plesne return the encicsures., Perhaps you could
have pnofontats madew .

-,

Yours faithfully,

CHEST PHYSICIAN &
WINES MEDICAL OFFICER,

L
AL oA ik & sk b
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Ref. 1/815/59,

br. D.D. Letham,
Physiclian,
Depariment of Public Health,
57 Murray Street,
PERTH.

e e PR brarry AW TN, JRPN A

Dear Dr. Letham, _ .

Midget-Inpincer.

Enelosed ave detells concerning thie inetrwment.
.T was keeping them in the hope that gome-one world engulire and
copies were sent by the General Secretary of the Chamber of Mined

"
t¢ the Manager, Australian Blue Asbestos and tha Senior Inspector /
of ¥ines.

The present meithod of dealiing with these matters ip
unaatisfactory t0 me becanae L do not know who has been consvlied
or not. For examplie, has the Under Secretary for Mines or ithe
State Mining Engineer expresgsed any comeente. T feel thgt:

1} the Mines Depariment should obtain puch an instrument.

2} that an operator should remain at Wittenoom for a reasonable
veriod taking regular counts underground snd in the ¥ilii,

33} the operator should be smployed by either the Company as
a ventilation officer or the Mineg Department a8 an
assistant Inspecior.

Y the detaily of the dust counts should be suppiied to all
interested parties, includlng myself, giving the

leboratory Humber of any man working permanently in any
dusty position.

.5} the least that should be done for a worker in a dusty
position, which cannot te relieved, 1s to rotete him
regularly to a less dusty job.

6} Dust counts underground and in the Mill ghould show
levels of agbestos £ibres and silica particlies separately
{as you know some workers appear to have developed &
mixture of Silicosis and Asbestonis).

7} It is immortant to stress thet the short exvosure which

~ave riseé to ihe diagnosed cases was seandalous bui that
the improvaments so far made may have lessened the hazard.
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AshestoaismSilicbais - Wittenoonm.

A1
_ Further of wy minute of 26th February, 1960,
herewith an asddendum to the report furnished by Dr. Nefulty.
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$.420/58 DIRFOTOR, :
« 30th March, 1960. TNPRCULOSLS COR'TROL BRANCH,
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23xd Harch, 1960.

- mdagg. - P C e By, KT ot ¢ oo ade

ADDENDUN TO RFPORT ON 38 HEALTHE OF WORKFRS
AN WITTEROCM, 1959.

Information has now been cbhiained frow Cansads,
through the courtesy cof the General Secretary of the
Chamber of idines, confirming my iwmpression that the
Konimeter in use in the State is nct an cffective instrument
for dust counting in the Asbestos industry,.

In the “uebec Asbeatoes industry a¥idget-Impinger
ig used. It is stressed that the Libres owver 10 microns in
*ength are of particuler importance snd whilst the total
dust concenitration should be below 10 milliorn perticles per
cubic foot of air, the maximum fidre count, i.e. over 10
microns in length, permitied is ! million fibres per cubdic

Y00t of air. .

"I nave fuller detsils 1% required gnd I understend =

that copies have been sent $o the Senior Iauspector of Nines,
Xalgooriie, und the Manager, Ausitralian Ilue Asbestos,
Hittenoom.

d. lEeNulty

CHEST PHYSICIAN and
HIRES WMEDYCAL OFFICER.

¢

v L
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{fertain experts claim that there ia little, if any
progransion in Asbestosis whon expogure to dust ccases, In contrsat
to Siliconie vhich, undoubtedly, cen progrees, 1t 4s _hard to
beliove that thodincase process 1o arrcsted™ il no furthay nast
1 inhnled, Dut ance anain it fs too enriy to dfaw any contlusion
for the capen CSiamioned In this tate.

There is statigtical covidonce to supgest that
gxpooure t0 sguestos Guat may couse lunr cancer. The matier is
controvoraial Lut lung cancer certuinly soncars to be more comuoaon
in woricre cxpoced ¢ oasbesfog dust Shan comparetly ctployed
vorkers in other imdustrlico.

I forvarded & detelled roport on the health of
workers st Tiftonoom to the “ubliic Health Meportment in Jenuvary,
1960, ™. Lotham, “hyoician, Publie licalth "mpartment haa a

copy, 6nd it would he worthwhile  diocusaine 4t with hime Je

i olge Tamiliar with {the renoral prohlem.

Tinallv, T 6 re-asoured 1y vopr loot sentence
thot vour onauiry is purclr expleratory and rou hisve no definite
pustoee in mind. In the avent of myw Doine congulted, vrior to
amantiine the Torkers' Componesation ety ¥ would dinnuivo into the
grhjcet more clogely.

Vvearrg faithtally,

CIeT BHIVCICTAN and
mpws IERICAL GRRICER,

e

Teite Ty Jelp in onawerine sour lottor gac cnuancé by
o oabaonee o lcave.
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JHlolt s v, Daje ...
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The "enerel Hanoper,
State Government Incurance O ice,
184 "¢, Ccorpe’s Torreace,
RTH.

Deay Tir,

Actentonic.

Too Tew cases of faobestopis have heen dlasnosed
and the tine of obwervation han been toc ghort, to reply
sdeacvately to your reouest for informotlion. There arce «
reforencen to the problem in the Vorid. literaturc but the

conclunions drown arc of'ten vapue and, occssionally, contra-
dictory.

3

. Inaofar as the cases dlapnoped in this Rtate

are concerned, the main difference betveen Achestosis and
“4licorin lies in the lenmth of exposure 10 dust. It is rare
nowadays to dilapnopse Gilicocis in g #0014 miner with lens than
ton gears mining, new cacoe Glarmoged have an averege of 15 to
20 yeoarg. Agreptonis hae been dlagnosoed in six siorkers sl
Tittenoom and thoir average éxposure o agbestos dust was
approxinately four years. ALl of thepe worlkmre appear to have
contracted the dinense in the old nill, wvhich ic rot now in uge,
and 1t ip too caprly to agsean the effoect of the inproved
conditions of the new mill. Jlowever, o few underground workers

have controcted o chent dincase ghich appeara to e o mixture of
*g4licoeic ond Acbentosic.

the amendrent to the Itine “orkers' Uellef Act wes

necegoary bocasuge otherwise workers Jesblod from Aobactonis
would have Leen excluded from bercfits. Since the brood term
“neumoconiosis In the Yorkern' Commensation *¢t 1ncludtos
Asheptosio there does not scenm to e ary neoed to grecifically
montion 4t unlecs temmfit vno to e effooted In v dif{erant war.
It 1o hoped that further irvostiration at Tittenoonm will reduce
the dust hozard to at least war with thot existing in the relde
mining industry. If this connot be assured then the Lrief
expopure to asheston duot reocuired and the eXtent ol discasc so
far noted minrht make it nocensary to compennate and nrogumably

insure vorkers ocxpooed to thio dust on a different peale to rold
minero,

8{
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Hinister's Qffice,

. i Hines Depaptment
“~  wrem ); < ' h S St i, L SP I P
18, PERTH. .

. 174h Harch, 1960.

Hen. Chiefl Secretary,
‘Chikf Seeretary‘s Depariwment,
PR,

Dear Hr. Hutchinson, /,ﬁ.q‘?

Your letter of the Lth instent concerning
industrial health in the mining industry is acknowledged.

- I am very aware and sxtirewnely grateful Lor

the work which has been mmdertsen by your Department in
the mining industry pgenerally, in respect Lo silicosis. The
fizupres on dittenoon are indeed vVery disquieting.

. In tne Deperiment of Kines our officers are
very conscious of dust nuisencs and evary possible precaution
ig taken to minimize ine incidence of dust by the provision
of adenvate ventilation.

In this regard our fines inspectors maintain
corstant vigilence, and we have specinl ventilation inspeciors.

The ashestos industiry is relatively new in
<estern Australis, production having taken place only. over
the past 10 Years or o, and no doubt the industry is still
"gearning®, but as You say, botier methods of ventilation
are peing adonted. : .-

. 2
I do mot guite undérsiand e Commissioner for
Futlic Health's statement that his responsibility is not
elearliy snd uneguivocally laid dowm in the Hining Act.
However, the responsivilities of the kinister for iines and

the fines Department are clearly and wneqQuivoealily. laid down
in the wining Act.

I bave no objection to the conference sugyested
by you taking place between ofiicers of both Departiments, in
tact I think it is a good idea,

(“*“*“. T e EYours sincerely,
SO (e i
} et

{'Sgi'g} Arthur Gritfith
s e MIRTGTUR FOR WINES.

go
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lsth Warch, 1960,

Hon. Kinister for Hineﬁ,
¥ines Department,
PERTH.

As Fou are aware, this Department has
developed a branch of Industrial Healtih, progressively
iy the care of Dr. Letham who is responsible to the
Conmissioner of Public Healih., ,

In addition, all gold and asbestos miners
neve pericdical x~ray exsminations of the chest conducted
¥y the Tuberculosis Control Branch, the Lilms being
reviewed by Dr. MeNulty in Kalgeorlie who c¢olliaborates
with Dr. Letham in this work in its industrial health
aspects.

Por & considerable number of years, the
commiasianer of Public Healih has been concerned with the

hazard to workers at the Blue Asbestos Mine in Wittenoon,

both to those working undergyound andg those on the surface
in asgocigtion with the miii, A further survey of these
vorkers waa carried out last year and the results hsve now
been anaiysed by Dr. McFulty. A copy of his repori is
sttached,

As will be seen, the predictions of Medicsl
Officers in this Pepartment that the hazard at Wittenoon
wonld produce cases of asbegtosis and sxiicoszs save been
shown %0 have been well founded. Dr, McNulty' s.weport 1s
disquieting.

The Commissioner for Public Healih informg
me that his responsibility for the health of mine workers
ig not eclearly and uneguivocslily lald down in mining
jegislation. This is & maiter Tf'or considerable concern
to me #nd I em proposing that this matter be taken.up
betwe.-n the Commissioner of Public Hazlth and officers of
your department in ordé¢r that the position may be clari-
Tied. "1 wonld we&lcome your views.

-

tawsh T Aamte Y (VI oA My
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w ) C.P.He

- T have read the attached, &NA&-tHe T =ie retomm
position certainly does appear sepious. 1 will awsit
your memo, and then {folliow the procedures sugpesied in
Porwarding the various reports on to the Hon. Minister
- for ¥ines.

{8gd) Re.H.

v




oy

COPRY ORNLY.
MINUTE for:

V %/ IHE COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC HEALTH.
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-

Asbestoais—&ilocosis ~ Wittenocom.

“Atiached is .a rether disguieting report in
regard to the incidence of asbestosis and silocosis @ —vwmn
Wittenoom Gorge.

I think the report produces further evidence
8% t0 the necessity of the appeolintment of & further
¥edical -Gfficer fto asgsist Dr. HceNulity at Kelgooriie Chest
Clintec in the supervision of miners in Kalgoorlie snd the
rest of the State.

As Dr. ¥eBuliy bes pointed out, thepre is much
to be done in regard to the prevention &f industrial chest
disease and there will have to be a2 dbuild up in the lisiaon
of s the medical and enginsering aspects of the problem,

Dr. Mchulty hes subniited another report in
relation to tubercuiosgis and silicosis in gold miners
which will be incorporated in my Annual Repard for 195G,
LY

However, I think the position in regerd to
Wittenoom 18 so igporiant that 1T zuggest s copy of Dr.
McRulity's report be forwarded to the Under Secreiary of
¥iners snd the State X-Ray Wedical Engineer Yor discussion
with the Minister for Mines if this s conaidered
NELeSRRYY .

in previocus reports to you I have emphasized
the importance of Silicogis and Tuberculosie in Gold Miners.
1 feeld we should take more steps to alleviate the position
< in regard to Tndustrial Dust Hazards to workers; rather
than appare..tly being more concerned with payment and
eligibility of compensation when ithe damege is done to the
health of the individual,

{sgad) AK.
AX . MeC DIRKCTOR,
26th February, 1%60. TUBERCULOSTS CONTROL BRANCH.

A e
b/’Z, e,
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ta recent yeare it wounld be unuguat to diagaose Biticosis o n gold minor with Jeds than 1§ years ox-
posure. For examply, in 1058 theto wears no now casea of Silicoeis in the G-I0 year group, 20 cuses in the
10.20 voar group and 28 cases in Lhe 2030 yoar grovp. Exproesed 4s o porceniaga of the tolaf number of
minv worlers, this gives an anpual incidence of Sibeosis of Rpproximately § per cent.percentrge incidoncer
These ®re notvery accurate and are not really comparabic, Dot they do illsatrale the grave bazard
which existed at Witienoom cotapared with Lhe general mining industey.

Binee 1838, there have been ons undergrownd and five mill waorkery at Wittenovota definitely diagnosed
aa nuffering from Asbestonts. All wers udvised o lsave the industey but for varions reasons have hot dope
ro.  Five of the six were investigated in hoapitsl. The average exposwre to ashestas dust in theee cases was
four yeoars ouly, ' . :

Thete rre two Hther suapect caace and two auggesting they are nffoctad with » combination of Bilicosin
and Asbvetosin, Coee )

Apart from thess, four others werw diegnosod with Silicosis, three hsving had & pravious history of
voel mining xbroad. These esses auggest thet thens ie alse an increased risk of Silivotis underground at

the mine. ‘The average expasure. in these vaass i 11 years {exciuding previons miningh Xo, taveeolthem. . .

cuses thern it probable superadded tubserculous infection. .

Some-newly disgmosed wssos of Silicosin are not included: becanse of previous lengthy gold-mining
higtory which conld reasenebly be held rasponsibie. .

There have sino heon & fow craea of workess developing pulmonnry luberewiosie without Silicosis

or Asbestasis, but their number does not suggest sny particular harard at Wittenoom, sther than that
asgociated with rining in general.
' Thees workers with 8 mixed gold and agbesics mining history have developed eilicasis sud asboatosis.
Four workers with & gimilar mining history have developed purs silicoeis, Of thess seven workers, the
average exponre 0 dust including alf mining wes k2 years end excluding provioue wining {which iz not
sntirely jvwtifiable) was T yosxy, .

Conchusion

“Yhe percentages quotad sbove {t.e., 12 por cont. of sshestos workers unffering from industrial cheat
dissess with ovor & Yoars expogwre tomparsd with I per cant. of pold minam with over 10 yvears exposurs)

- are crude and probably paint too black & pleture of the conditions which exiated. With a shifting working

popalation, it is slmost imspossible to work oul aconrete incidences, Howwvor, the very high Jabour furn-
over at Wittenoom i1 necessarily emsocisted with 4 short evelsge expomire per worker and meny workera
ot risk waro protected pieply becauss their exposure time wea t0o shord. At lasst one of these shoti-tarm
workers has besn disgmosed sr suffering from Asbestosh, yoany years affer he loft the industry.

““he problewn ia essentially one of ventitstion conduoted with e proper spprociation of ths relative
importafoe snd medieal significance of the asbestcs Hhre as distinet fromn the silica pardlcls. Despits the
many marked iraprovements which have heon effected at the Mine and Mill, X am not satisfed that the
rigk of induztriel cheut dinease has bean eradicated or even brought wo par with the risk of Bificosis in the
gold-mining industry. The prevention of industrisl chest diseome is & medico-enginenting problem end
requires close lalson betweon the Mines Dupartment, who Bre reeponsible for venéilation and dust counts,
and the medicel officers who are responsibly for the poriodical clinjeal snd chest Xy examinstions.

X HNULTY, MB., ChE., BAO,
Choest Phynician,
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entarad the iNdustry devcloped silicosis with an annual incidenco of 10 por thowsend, It i not possible
@0 dotermine whitt percentape of silicotios, recorded, Bubsequently sapposrin the last column aa heving
developad tubsrculosie, A frequent eriticipm made $0 acccunt for the v fon it the numbor of now casss
of siligonis dmgnowi smauetly and the continued high rate is that the di&gmt.io critetia vary, There is
#0me truth in this oriticlesd\ Witk minimal radislogical siliconis & adticctive error is presont bt this nauaity
ohiy reenits in anticipating ohgelaying tho disghonin (ot a fow x0nrs and the effect is-cancelioad out. Cheat
Noreyadeting back to 1916 end Minical recard eards containiny the disgnoses macte at the time are availabie
and reappraisul of the fiims doos bk suggest that the di tic stsndards bave varied grostly. Improved
X-ray technique, high definition scredwg, dust film ing and compotison with atanderd. filma from the
Prsumoconiosis Ressarch Couricli are prade ling & diagaosis to be made st a shightly earlier stage
they hitherw and this is most desiveble. diegrosis i in doubt, complete inveetigative Jucilitipg,
incloding lung function testa, are svailable pt¢he Perth Cheet Hospital and over.incressing use s being
made of these fucilitica. /
Ktatiaticed snnlyeis of the res ¢ e most, difioult, if not Imponsible, because miners and ox-Tincrs
i g BE the large sumber of itinersal and cemal £har.
term wotkers in the industry. Kustralian Blue Asheator adbWVittencom which has been in full production
for a relatively short {ime prése: 3 hag been thsﬂﬁgbjw% OEOW .....- o
.&repoﬂonthaﬂmofmim!mmldnotbewmplm RO tin&ro&}uchzgﬁmqmﬁmafm
mittere guneral suscentidility to respmwry infectwms pmlwlsﬁy
diffiquis o spportip rgnehitis.  Theonio bronchitis
almoat invariably 2ccompanioa ailicosis Bub occure equally commonly without By awdcnoa, whatever, of
silicosis. It in/R disesee arsociated with heavy indusiry and air pollution of whi
a part, P, fumes, sxéificial working conditions, Jack of sunlight, ohanges in temperabqde and bursidity,
cigarettos] alcobol, sl contribute. The aystern of ventilation, which at tirnea direct & sérew
Zan porspiring {rom. over oxertion, ey wise contribute. At the pro-ontry medical axal
appticants for initirl medical certificates with evidence of brenohitin are excluded and minems who

p

evelop
Zpestive pympioms ovs strongly advised 0 isave the industry. Inteneive research it baing conducted
in England into thin particular problems and further developmaﬂw witi depend on the outcome,

INDUSTRIAL CHEST DMSEABE Ii.—WITITENOOM

Periodice! chest X*my exeminglion of workers in the Aabestos intdunatry during 1858 dwcloaeci nae
now casee of Asbestosia, although thom are several men whose Xraya must boe counsidered mmpeuta “Thoss
whoae X.reye ere considered euspicious of Axbeatosis will be exumined again in 1060, :

"fhe iongt.h of expoaure of workems contresting Asiestonis or Silicoeis ia much shorter than comparably
employed men in the gold-mining industry and the sxient of dizesss ia greator. The small numbers of
workers and ¢hs extremely high labour turnover make this fesa obviowa.

There nre s nusmber of puzsling and disquicting festores. In soveral instances Sxbestosic has heen
dmgnme& in vnderground workere sithough the disesss had been considored peculisr fo the Mill. One
member of the train crew underground, nof tsually o great duat vink, hes what eppoart {0 be a tnixture
of ailicosie, ashestosie end pomsibly fubereulosiz, Another underground worker hias what appeors radic.
logiontly to bse pure silicosis, but his sputum contatns asbestos bodiew.

The Miner Depertment has pormitted me €0 inspect: the resuits of their pﬁl‘iﬂdi’ﬁ.'&‘t Juat eounts. It
i ohvions that thie new Mill ia a gread improviment on the old Mill and thet conditions underground have

elso impraved. It in 400 satly. 10 selt whathor the naw Mill will be responeible for freeh cases of induatriol
chest dissases or not,

The diquisting feature sbott the dusi counts ere two fold (-

(1) The rock emined i spparently highly siticions end therefors particulorly dangerova. The
dust counts are or o par witl; the 8gures for the gold mines. A higher standayd ehouid

“ be set in view of tho high sifies content snd the edditional Asbestoniy risk.

{2} The dust counta are of particles only ; the uame irateument is used for detecting silics par-
ticles and asbestos b, T&m&mxgumm particle aize in Siticosis is iy than 5 microns ;
in Asheslosis the dangerous fibre lengtd is betwean 20 and 40 misrons. The dust counts
therefors are of Hutie value uniesss they show the numbor of Sbres per o0 within that renge.
The Konimatsr in uae in thia Btate is not reperded es sn offective itntrumant for dust
counting in the Aabestos industey in Canads, A midget-Impinger is wmed. It is stressed
¢hat fibrea over I0 microny in Jength are of particuler importancs snd whilst the total
dust conesntration ghouid be bolew [0 mitlion poriicies per eubie foot of air, the wwaximnm

fibre count {i.c., over 18 miwons in length} permitted, 7 1 million Rbg per cubic foot
of air.

Many workers romain at Witionoom fur feas than one year awd less than 50 por cenr, of the work
force, at sny ono time, have been continuously sraployed for more thun four years. A very rough estimete
of the percentage of workers, with over four years exposure and suffering from indusirial cheat diseese iu
1Z por cent. (estimated by expreasing the number of workers, detetled below, ax & percentage of the number
of werkets oxamined in 1259 whoeo initisl mining cartificate wos issued prior to 1055},

7
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Dr. A, King 1%th Janusry, 1960.

{lonclusion.

Mo

The percantages quoted above {i.e. 12% of
asbeatos workers suffering Crom indvstrisil chept disecase
with over i years exposure compared wiith 11X of gold minsvrs -~
with over 10 yoars exposure) are crvie aod probebly. paint too
black a’picture of. the conditions which exiated, With s shifi.
ing working populistion 1t 1o almomt Asposcihie to widk ok
securate incidencesn. Howover, the wvery labour: W

i st Wittenoom ig nocepsarily smasoclated with & short mesraen: -

" expogore per worker end many workers st risk wene’ s _;
gimply becense their exposure time was too. mbawrt, : AL Ious :
onn..of these mmummhommmWMumm

: from Asbestosis many yvears sfiar Dha mgmsmw RO

The problem 1 casentially one ot mmm "eondooted
witk a proger apprecistion of the relative fmportance and:edical
atgnificance of ths asbestos £ibre as Aistinet from the gilica
particle. Deapite the many marked imprevenents which have been.
effected at the Mine mnd H111, I @s not patistied that the risk
- of induntyinl chest divease has beon eradiosted or svem Livught
to prr with the risk of silicosis in the gold mining industry.
The prevention of induptrial chent disecass {8 s medico-enginsar.
f.ng problem and reguires cloge liason belwaen the Eines DPepartment,

fam raesponsible for ventilaticn and dost comnts, end the
medical officers, who are responsible for the perio&iml cliinieal
~nd chest xX=-ray exmminations.

Bt

b
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Hamorandum i —

br. A. King. | 13¢h January, 1960,
!
Cone: ¥ining Higtory: . Disgnosis Comment:
- ity i —— i — gt -~ syt
X, 4 yre. coal min . Bilicowis Extanaive Silicotic nodulation with derfinite
Holland. : - grnual wuo reggion, Has veen admitted to
& years U/G, AJB.A, . Pstth Chegt Hosplis) for investigstion,

Thags oapss suggest thay thsre is an increamed risk ¢f 8ilfcosls
underground at A.B,A, and that Asvsatosia s 2isd & hazard, Furtner, thers rré ssveral
vorkara in whom 4t is not possible $o be certain whioh disssse they ars puffering
rfrom and some evidenss $o0 sugpead that they are sulffering from both., Efoluding
G.& H the average expopure alud all previous mining) is 11 ycars and exciuding
813 previous mining {which {s not b8 £air} 8 yeare.

O 14 years mixsd _ ¢

20ld rining, :
3 years A,RB.A. {Rigger) Had & recent pncumonis which hag regolved

conpletaly. Chest xeray now ressonably
. romsal, Spubum containa asbeptos hodien,
Feals very well for ape (65) and denies
* maamnogmowwawﬁmwwuwwowmmdnmmmmmm.

L
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Yismorandus:

“Pr. ¥ing, 13¢h January, 1960.

2} The dust counts are of particies only, the sawwe instrument ' -
i8 uged for deteciing silica particies and asbestos Libreaq.

- The dangerous particie size in Silicosls in less than 5
micreons, In Asbestosis the dangerous Tibre length 48 . .
betwean 20 and 40 miorons., The dust coomts ars thsrefore
of 1itile valns unlsse they nbow the mmuder of fibres par
oc within that range. I 40 not koiow whatier thers la &c
secapted national minimam £ibre conut for mm M.
‘sither in FEagland or Americs bot It seeme v '
complotely 4ifTerent dupt hnmdn shonld be &
the pame way.

¥any workers remsin at Wittanoom foz lmm Them

- ono . yesr snd less than 50 of the work force, st any o tike,

hrve bean continunugly employad £or mores thar foor yesrs.. A
very roogh estimate of the Percsniage of M,MW

Iy years exposurs and suffering from indnstrisa) chewd: SLmenne .

is 12% (estimated by erpressing the nvwber of worEers,

below, ag a percentage of the mebher of workers: m An 1959
whoge init:{al mining certificate wag jssued prioy to 1955,

' : In recent yoarg it wordd be unmmusl to Eisgnose
Silicomis in B gold miner with less thax 10 BAPIBULS «
E.G. in 1958, there were no new casas of Silicosta in the 040
yesr group, 20 capes In the 10-20 vear proupy and 20 cases in
tha 20-30 year group. Bxpresced sg g percentsge of tha foial
numper of mine worksra this gives an srnusl incidance of 8%icosis
of approeximately 1%. These percentage incidences sre not very
accurate and ere not renlly conmparshie, nt thay 4o illuutrala
the grave hazard which existed at Wittencom compared with the
general mining induetyy.

The following sre the partlculars of cases of
industrial diseape detected at Wittenoom since 1958, The
1ist is compliete as far as our records go, bhut there may e a
few casen diagnosed elanewhere who were not axuminsd wmdepr e:ltmr

of the relevant wma.ng acts and therefore mt bmught to ony
natice.

Some newly diagnoaea cnses of Silicomis ave not

inciuvded because of previous lengthy gcld-m:ming Matory which
conid ressonatily be held respossible.

There have sleo ‘neen a few casess of workers :
developing pulponary tuvberculosis without Silicosis or Adbestomis,
bt their nurber doew not suppest any particuler hazard at
Wittenoom, other than that aasoclsted with mining in general,
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»  13th January, 1568,
» Compent

Mamorandums = -3
pr. A, King
Cage: Mining Bistowy, Diagnosie:
APk e
A, 35 vesrs Kill A 0.4, Ashastonis
{ ysar Q\Wa b.w”bg
P, I years undarground Asbegtonia
A, B.A, {(Sarapsr Driver)
c. 6 years MAll A,B, A, Agbeglosie
B, L years orushing plant « Aghestoris
¢ld mines,
Yes&rs M1l AB.A,
E. 3 years #i1l AB. A Asbastosis
* 5 waawm mixed gold~ Asbastogis

spvernl cannct 4o mo,
The exception, (E), shows radiclogical improvement since 19
{th a’'velatively low dust hazard,

piven 8 Job w .
exeluding ¥, the averags expogurs to agbesics dust wap four years only.

minings
15 yaaryg Eill A.BiA,

Thass veprasent tha men definitsly diagnosed ap muffering Prom

Asbectonpis.  All vare adviged to leave tha infuptry, dut for verlous resaons
Pive out of the aix have been wbdmmawmmwaa in hogp ital.

_Aghestonip .

Ceesed work &t A.B.A., on BAO/SL, |
Diagnosed Agdestosis folliowing pneumonia
in 1558 when he hed severe vzmaoumsw
Aisability and persistent agbestos bodier

in his aputum,

Diagnoged sotive pulmonary 7.B. in 1957
with +va spubum, Resacted lobe showed
hintoloplesl evidence of Asbestonis.

Radiocloglesl svidance of extensive
Asbeston bodies never

fourd in spubtum. Has definite
digebiliity., :

Extensive radiclopical lung changes
with possitle Pulmonary Tuberculosis.
Admitted Perth Chast Hopspital., Denies
much digablility, .

Extenaive radiologleal changes, Denles
gymptoms or disability. Asbeptos hopdles
not found in gputum.

Ragidliogical evidence of Asbestopis.
Had definite disability and hee besn
admitted to Perth Chest Boaspital for
fuorthar investigntion, 1

-

WY
W

and has been
it ie esnily meen that,

M g o

=

oL



= DISTRICT HOSPITAL et
. 0 KALGOORLIE... . oo W

Date.... ... 13th Janunry, 1960.

HEMORARDUM «

: Pre A. m‘!lg
The Dimctor,
?ubg;pulosis Contreld Qranah, .
Murrasy Styeet, e B A TT T, it i

Periodicsl chesat X~ray sxssination of. m
at the Australien Blue Asbestos in 1959 Lo lomnd N N [
casen Of Asbegtonip, although there are eeveral aen whode

. x=reys must be cmidemdsuxpeot Thone whose

XwTRYS ATH
m&ﬁg&d suapicicus of Asdestouis will be axexinsd ags:n

: The length of axposure of worksrs cvontrastiing

Asbeatosm or Silicosie is much shorter than canparahly empioyed

L. men . in the gold-mining induatry and the oxtent of dissase in

- greater. The small nuber of workere arnd the extremely high
Jebour turnover mke this less odbviouns,

Thare ayre a nowber of puzeling and disgquisting
fedturen. In seversl instances Asbestopir hme been Aingnopesd
ey in underground workers slthongh the disesse had bhesn considered
- peeulinr to the ¥ill, One mepber of the train crew underground,
not usurlly st greaf dust risk, hasn what appears to be s mixtm
of Silicoeis, Ashestopis and possibly Tebercwilosls. An ex-
] undergroond shifit boss, now an wnderground euperviscer, hss an
vl abnormal chest X-~ray and asbestos bodies In bis mpubtusn.

ia The Hines Department hes permitted me to ingpect
" the resvlts of thelr periodicasl dust coumtg. It is obvious
that the new Mill 1e e great fmprovement on the ©ld Miil amd
that conditions underground have aleo improved, It is too eariy
: to tell whethoy the new ¥11l will be regponsible Por fresh capen
- of induptriel chest disesses or not.

The Almquicting features about the dust counts
i are twoe fold:~

. 1) "The rock mined 1s apparently highly siliclons and therefore

: narticulsrly dangercus. The dust counts are on a par with
the Tigures for the gold mines, Showld they not have a mmeh
hicher standard t6 zim at in view of the dsngerouniy high
silics content and ihe additional agbesiocs riask?
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL | %
JHeR/PR: Date............. 50tk Septowber, 1258,
D &; King' ’ ' R . oy« v+ e
Biracior, 2

rerth Chest Clinioc,
17 ¥urray Strest,

. PERTH......W.A.

e Vg bl 4 iy + -

Degr Dr. King.,

Don informs me that you wish an estimate of ihe incidence
of mpbestosis ipn the iundusiry. :

vour recent answer 4o questions in the Legislative Assembly
contains all the informstion available; Ife.

5 out of 254 workeré were diagposed as suffering
from Asbegtosle or roughiy .5%. in ep X-ray sur-
vey which insluded all the workers at Wittenoom.

A1l the workers ip the Asbestos ipdustry will be X«-rayed
again eaprly 4n 1959 snd it should be poesible to gaiv & wore reliable
indjeation of the incidence of Asbestosnis,

' If the Mine Workers' Relief Act is amended I will re-
classify, after & clioical exasmination, the previously disgnosed
cBRes.

Youre sincerely,

Qo1

J. HcRuléy.
CREST PHYSICTIAN.
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teeh July, 19%8.

Dr. D. Bdequeen,
S PITREO0N,

Drar r. Necquren, o TR e e

PR

Just before 1 left N{vtenocwm, the wife
of this patisnt ppproached ot and asked me sbout thio
man'y chtat x~rayn. & told her I would revliew them

gad if ¥ pad snyihing pertisent to write 1 ahould centsce
yOou .~

I am hoping 1o review his recent tilmm
end sos® BY the $hest Oliate with Dy, Melulyy in the dear
future. He, I hope, will send down the Iilus fros Relgooriie

Tatrict {foppitrl, After we have Seen thaw together I shall
write O you apain. .

Yemre tTuly,

ASTIGIARY
TIRERCULDSIS PHYSILIAN.

e Ay o A 1 Pt AT
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NBL. R

aLr Kaid :
: 14¢h July, 1958,

hr. 3. Hacqueasn,

METTERGOM.
Dear Tir. Kscgueen . B “fR nbRming  ceretometie
SR N 4

You wiii recall that we saw thiz man'e
Xx+ray togethey and ¢that,in addizvion i bilatersi nodulation
typicat of s#ilicoxis, ke had e mass in the yight lowwr zone.

I would appreciate 1t 3 you would repeat
WA 2 14° film and sernd £t down €0 wme. with m Winiwun
oFf delay.

{ expect to be able $0 rae &ll hia L£ilns
with . ieNulty when ke comes domn fypm Kaigoorliie in
o wepk's time.

Yourse trildy,

k]

ADSISTART
TIBLRCUIOSES PHYSICT AN .
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14 th*g‘ny ""; q%ﬁ. oasnte gt

Dr. J. MeKulty,
Chest Physician,
Pistrict Hospited,
KALGOORLIE. ’

Dear Jiw,

By now I hope yﬁu have got over the lnitial
shock of my request for 49 sets of Pilus. I would like %o
add one more - that of 42061, .

T bove asked Dra. Macyueen to take another
x-ray following the one taken &t Witdienoom two weeks 8go.

)
. Theye 13, in addition to typlesl silicotic
Py nodules throughout the lung fields, a mase at the right

base which is more than just an accentuation ©f bronchow $
vascular markings.

The filgs of . 2i7 a@hich T have asked
Jou o send down BG that we can review tYhem together, are j
particulariy interesting.  Ip addition to haziness al both f
hases, nodules sre appavent) in both upper zones and he has ]
& large mass in the Tight upper to wmid zone. Dr. ¥acqueen &
told me that & biopsy of this mass was teken at Hollywood. :
= This reveasled carcinoma of ihe lung and silicosis. Fven if }
sghestosis were abaent, I do feel that a biopdy in elther "
lower lobe, would indicate its presence. ¢

X do hope thet you can umansge to aend the
majority of these filma down. It will be & golden epporiuni
%o read thew together on your way to or frot Nelbourne. .
Indeed, if it suits you better, we could make it a day dbeloy
a day on your way to Melbourpe and & day on your way back.

I think that between us we could well plan
a survey of The asbegtos industry in Western Australia and |
Wittentom is an cobvious etarting point,

Yours sincerely, 3

ASSISTANT
TUBRRCULOSIS PEYSICIAN.
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_ ;} ;N “DISTRICT HOSPITAL | | %
S KALGOORLI B n oo o
"Q)ﬁ? VY IMeR/PR: ‘ Date..... 9th. I, 1358,

PR - Crade ™ b L
e edae. a . et i 2 ArF vt~y

Dr, DD, Letham,

Asgistant Tuberculosis Physician, .
Perth Chest Clinio,

17 RBurrey Sitireet, :

?E_gTﬁz.e FEA AL ST AN w‘ﬁ"

Deayr Don,

Alreaﬁy we have found three definite cases of Asbesteais
and still gunite a few cases unrevzewed

I will travel down by irais srriving Perth Friday morning
18th July and seek you &% ithe Clinic say sbout 10 s.m. {After
Breakfast,} We will be able to spend &8 much time &8s you wish,

Will you please send up your 1list of suspect films so
that I can be sure %o briog them to Perth, HMark the envelope
‘Mot to be opened’ and I won't touch it until our review is

complete., I don't anticipate much &1$agreemen% anywey,

I will forward our X-rays By ordipary mail in plenty of
time and bring our records with me.

Kind regards,

J. ¥oelNult ¥
CHEST PHYSIOIAN.
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28th April, 1958
Dr. J. ¥eluity,

ki  Chest Physician, ,
: Digtriet Hospitai,
RKALGOORLTE, :
4
péar Jim,
gf You will by now have recelwved my letter regardw

ing the patient with ? asbestosis.
I heve asked Mr, Woolcott to send you up the

reiative references., I have both Volumes I and II of Pneumo~
conlosls Abstract and I shall send these to you.

Yours sincerely,

°

ASSISTART
PUBERCULOG IS PHYSICIAN

$ *>
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@Oy I6Eh April, 1U58.

Dr. L. ifenzell,
Commissioner of Public Healih,
Public Health Devartment

57 Hurpray Sitreet )
PIRTH, . s ke ’ 571 S S
NE " . \ . o e . Wﬁ‘{c

JURE . —(w“"tiw w:l an “J(\“' -".{‘-::n

Dear Dr. Henzell,

Do AP Lo
. In Septenior lasit yesr patient | P e, W0
admitted at Yooroloo with tuberculosis of the pight upper lobe.

TThe previous-five vonro he had worked nt thoe asbeatos mings in
B

ey M vdnuy

e Ay

g

wittenoom Gorrc.

Recontly ithorneolomy vias done and the specimen of the
rivht upper lohe was roecived in my Departwent on the 2hith ¥areh.

Apart from tuberculouws lesions, acshestosis is present
and severe squanmocus neiaplasia of part of the lining of one of
the bronehioles. © In oiller words, we see in one section torether
the danage done by asbesiosis, the complicating tuberculosis .
which although nol as cowmmon with this form ol pneumvconionis as
with silicosis, iz stiil well Imown o occur and the sguamous
mathplasia witich pipht be the precursor of hronchial carcinoma
which is ¥nown Trom exncrionce ¢lsevhere to ogeur at a higher
rate in ashestos vorkers than in 1 control groub.

* I have heoen infomaed that the woriking conditions in
Tiittenoom arc appnallinsg, and thousht the matier oi sufficient
importance t¢ Bring to your aliention. I am &fraid they if no
steps are made to immrove ithe working conditions we will s¢e in
tne near future g considerable amount of asbestosis with or
without complicating tuberclie and peossibly & rise in lung cancer
amongst those workers wiiliin ithe next ten years.

»
*hat this vill invoelve the State in considergiic expense

in compensation money is sclf evident, and although in my opinion
o leps importance than the nman suffering involved, mizhi be a
nore imporiant argument for the Departments concerned o &o some~

thing about the maticr.

Yours sincerely,

{8pd.) R.T.J. ten SELDAR

Professor of Patholoswr,
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kot AN CGOVERMNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTiRALIA.
_'; . : — W% Eegdaiad pliase -
e w3 Correspmndn - . - ‘_,’/,,.t

<2k preatbfacitii LT
the sranfin .nh{ir 1msl|v>el::ﬁ OFFICE OF THE STATE MINING ENG!N&ER cleanefloa
- \mbr‘hs" AL et{ey tq ou fislziis,
=: i } Wt ine on nue s a1V GF e Py MEN&:‘S Dﬁ.PARTME&T
. . : CENTIRAL GOVEMNMENT DUILINMG S
ISR/, ‘
PERTH.....ocon “ipk Lecsmbar, A2l
= £
T ey g
b
ot The Commissioner of Public Healih,
PRI, \9‘?5‘} _
— - Ce oA 51 R ¢ irmas ® b T
/ I have to acmm}-c.gr:, with thanks, receipt of your
. . memo of tn& 10th instent, enclosing’dapy of & minvie {rom Yr. Hing du
™ geriptive of asbestosis. e
-'..'1_ \.;
~ This minute nhas bren cerefully verased, with great
- ) interest, by our testnical officars and it &p mars Lhet we will have to
i, % Lwateh this problem closely, with the zssisteonce snd co-0p2raticn of the
s - ¥ Commonuresith lealth Loboratory.
et vate s ol
b Tneidentally, Pr. Ring refors tlesasbout his winute
: Yo crrysotile asbestos only, vihieh is & hylrated "LI.c_-xtr» of negresia,
whereas our prestest groblem b the aoment is with crocidolite, Tuinizh iz
e . & silicmte c;f' iron endl soda, It is, novever, very similar tc chrys atiis
- in its fibrous pature and it is f}m.wrzcu ting contm.i i inraletion 0F tho
oo dust would result in the zane lunk condiiion as with chrysotila,
ey
Wi .
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10t December, 15951,

THR UHDER _SRORUIARY FOR MIUES. . _ &Y

vith roference to your meverundum of the 2Hth
ocetoter, 14U%1. concerning ssbeniosis, the enclosed
comonts hove been prepared by De, Alan King, fhe
Direcior of the Tuberculesls Control Branch, for your
inforaution,

LINLTY INHNERLY
COMIISRIONAE OF YUSLIC RALTH

Enelos.1.,
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lilaphragm and o felted or “Yporeupine’ anvearance atl the periphe:,
= of the cardinsme silhouetie, the lust cauvsed vy ihe LISUPODEY I~
ecardial adnesions,

R The onset of the disesse is insidious with gradusal
A Ik . increase in cough, expectoration, dyspnes, loss of weipght and,
- T in time, insbillity Yo work. The physical examination is not
reveseling. fioed and Gioyne draw attention to a pecniier
earthy complexion of the face and a slight, violet tinge in ibs
cheeks and 1ips of some individuals., Occesionally, asbestlos
corns, occur in the skin of the hands caused by the peneitration
cf' #ghesios fidbres into the superficial enidermis.__ 1t tekes,
\{ on the average, emdhosevevesy, between Five %O LET geRr 8- o
“'t\Egiﬂasbestosis to develop, although it may occur in as short a
period as ftwo years where working conditions are bad. Whetnher

i“.}".;?'...\- it

$§¥0  %he disease can progress after contsct is broken with asbestos

VE Gust ds still vnsettled. Death results from tuberculous or
nontuberculous infection, congestive heert disesse or other

¢ 7 intercurrent digeases.  The measures listed for the prevention

of silicesls epply sleo to asbestosis.

L
™~

£
¥ DIRECTOR,
it . TVBLRCULOBIS CONTROL BRAVCH.
1§?§ ¥ Reference: ‘Disesses of the Chest! ~ Rubin.
3 §G§ "Pust and iis Efrfects on tne Respiraﬁory System’ -
1

Gdll.

e

v
L

1t GE,
16.11.51.
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At Asbestosis, '-""“*f, .

i Aobestos is a hydrated silicaie of magnesium in coptsing -
. tion with traces of iren, nickel, ealoium apd almsinumn, The

spbsience 1s mined in many pa?ts of the world, inciuding Canzda,
where most of the American suppiy (chrysotileﬂ in ootajﬂcd.
Kined asbvestos comes in long, thin, Tivrous sirands which can be

A

’,

.
3
A

o

X SPUH Or WOVEN. Its pliable texturs and high registance 1o hent

P and chemicals make asbestos an important indusitriszl product in

o I the manufacture of mattresses, brake-lining, fire-progfing

LR material, electiical insulation, in Jacketing bollers and steanm

- vipes, and in & variety of building fixtures. Although the duet
hazard assogiated with the asbestos 1n&nstr¥ does not nearly col
pare in prevalence with that of the siliea” 1nda§try““mht TRPLE -

. growth of the former puis msbestosis among iné importent forms

N of dust diseasesn,

3 E tnhaled asbestos fibres range in size from 10 t¢ 200

nierons or more. The dust given off from asbestos during indus-
™ t#ial opermtions- consists mostly of small fragments of Tibres
e from 1 to 10 microns long &nd under 2 microns diameter, together
- with longer piecss up to 50 or 60 microns, and particles 0.5 %o

— 0. 75 wicrons dlameter, The action on the lungs is mechanical
4 rather than chemicel. The large particles, uneble to enter the
R giveoli, lodge in the lumen and obsiruct the respiratory bronehiols

Azelectasis of the distal alveoli is followed by s Ffibroilge reaauic
in the collaPSed tissue. Nonobsiructed alveoll underge comper

= satory emphysemna. Contrary to that seen in silicosis, there is-
practically no nodulation unless silica 1Is mixed with the asbestos
gust. The hilar lymph nodes are not much eniarged Lor the reaann
that the lymphatics are not actively engaged in the pathologic
QIroCLSEa

b

af
.t | ~ad -
L e e A ek s VAT Ta -
IR
< <

b The gross appearance of ithe lung 1s characterized by
i gscattered areas of 4diffuse fibrosis, affeciing chiefly the lower
icben, ewmphysems of the uninvolved parits ang nuense pleuriltis.
Depending on the extent of coexisting anthracosic andg silzco“ib,
there are associated changes and pigmentation 2 the lungs snd
iymph nodes. Iinfection with pyogenic orpaniemg and tubercie

o bacilli modify the pathology.  Fuberculosis has been Tound in
i avout one-~third of the autopsied cases, but there ils some doudt
as to whether asbestosis per s¢ favors the development of fuber-
. culosis, or whether vulnerability to tubereniosis is primarily duc
*to Poor working conditions and incidental factors.

2
..;,z_'n.';i‘:.,:.'h...;-. -

.b
PN

IRT VR AR I

A striking feature of the pathology is the presence of
"acbestos bhodiesY seen on histologic examination of lung tissue.
These golden yellow or brown bodies have been showm by Gloyne to
be composed of a central cord of ashestos fibres, covered by a
jayer of iron-containing materiagal whieh is believed 10 be de-
rived from blood vigment of the tissues. AsbHegstos bodies way
be Tound in the gputum of asbhestos workers, tut thelp presence
does not necessarily indicate iung disease. They vary considaer-
ably in shepe, and are from 24 to 60 microns long and 12 to Wi
- microns diameter, golden-yelloy in colopur.

1
e
E

_ The roenigen anpoarance of esriy cftestosis ig not Po-
e vealing. Advanced dissase Oftlen shows disiinsishing chariocisr.
i !u istics. The fine pulmosary Uiprosis, Datchy areas of intsp-
R spersed emphysema and ovariying QECUIitl“ are ,{f' acted FoLni-
: genologically in a Yground-sleash snvearance o2 o uniform nxaiﬂ
in place% snozan"aﬁnuer opaciiices *vich however, %eiaow REHUES

2t A M rm “"r“\\"‘v*v‘ vt a nﬂc‘\ O 4k 1&"1}"‘




COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

B e © TFT /C¥ .
ﬂﬁPﬁRTME‘NT OF HEALTH
- -

T TELIPNGHY: KALG, 173 CONMADTNVE AL TH HEALTE LAROIATORY
MALGOORLIG

. T} INREPLY PLEASEQUOTE ' . .
o 4%y 3Q%h .. Oekobax, 1850
ST Ir. 4. King,
poai Tnbercsloelﬂ Gontrol Eranch, s
57 ? r.zurxay Street, : \Jﬁ/
™ P ‘R T 1; :} v A - i
. : N
Dear Dr. Xing, : {{//,/

oy . Your Reference FED . 63L/48.

'.'?31 i Australien Hive Auhesics Iline.

T No hmirer wag diagnosed as silicotic followisg
B the visit ¢f the Wobile Laberatery in Juvly, 1951.

Taere werg nine casesg dizpnosed as T plus -~
A11 these hzd beer 50 disgnosed before commencing work at ¥it-
tenoom - they n2d 21l beer seme fisme in ftntw induatry in otbeyx
leegiities, except an engineey .

' This man, ¥ho haﬁ been longest on the tine -
had been some five yeaxs acling as enrinetr and Supervisor.
The inérszsed periing in this case may vwell Dave & cardinc
haﬁ?a‘

The next longest period was anobher enginee,
vho had Ysen some Iwe years - three had beegn only t?EiV” mifiihe
and two others zrovt twenty wonths. - It doege not appes Insi

any of these men ghow incerezsed Parxings as & regult of e¥fEiou.

R T(}"i.”:i{io . {(T.P. Tighe).

Yours faisthfully,

( 5.8 .&‘i@xr:mis:r‘s .

MERIC:, OFNOTLMIN ~CRLRED .
be T ALt N ma ey L L

IERICLL. CURICH .
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PED.E18/4L8
vYour Ref:818/51
WSD/Q%

26th October, 1557,

vq,

TUE UNDRR SECRETARY FOR MIWES, . /tfb'

4th reference to your memorandurs of the 27th

Septerber, 1051+ N :
. AR nd b adfinims, B T E e T

Irr the *fabulation of Dust Counts‘ Trom Wittenoom
forvarded under your meme, of 2int Sevitember, 1t io
assuwned that the counts refer ta p.». c.c. - The upper
pernissable 1imit of asbestos Gust for a working
atmosphere . is 176.p.pecl.cs . LT will be noted thal pany of
the ecounts are far in excess of this,

The method of ecount is unknovm and alilthough there
48 no knovn really satisfaciory method it is hirhiy
probable that the one used excindod many loing Yibres
from the count becsuse of their reivctonce to enter
g machine of the Yatson Konimeter typs.

~ Hnlike normal silicosis where small particles
are the danger the main hazard in esbestiesis 1s from
the longer Tibres aand theze will probedly be In excess
of anything indicaied in the countiBe.

Aabestosls produces more rapld Fibresis of the
iune than sllicesis and ig more lliahle fto superimposed
infection., I% is therofore gpwirent con the édte
pubiiitted thet conditione nre Ty Trom satisfoactory,
znd in the interest of the health of the workers, this
Depariment must invesiigate the rnatiter further and nreos
for immediute Lryprovement of gsupervision and working
condlticons at Vittencom,

 LIOSY ERLL
f//W ' COMHISHIOY, T NTEIETID A HEALTH

T
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, ©rovicdec

fattesponidania wiN ST PR T y o> A Yy G
the ininmaciion of lheir#;::}nin t!f‘rl e R MiINES DEPAR?MEN?—! ’ ﬁ&HT/V}} 816/(35

Gos{i‘uiug tach Teler (6 ane snhiecs, CRRTRAR GOVERNMINT HBUILDINGS, e

Waitisg o6 ops 2d¢ 981y of the Daper.

P . PERTH-...; .'.'..".".'.‘.'2...1.;. 3 m@?ﬂ .;'.‘.::Tj.hi 9;’1“

.. Y
COMMISS IONER OF PUBLIC HRALVE: s A

N I shall be glad of 3 reply to mj mémd: of the
24%h vltimo, whevein I ssked fthat if svsilsble #oﬁ might
supply this Department with any informstion you have on the
asbestosis hazard,
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15th Qctcher, 19J1.

bPr. S. B. Alexander,

Hedlical Officer-in-Charge,
Comronwealth Health Lahcratory,
KALOOORI L. e A

. e b T d g e s i 2

Dear Dr. Alexander,

Your ¥ile 45/1, Report 51/95.
Australian Biue Asvestos liine.

The Department of Public Jflecalth 18 par- -

ticularly interested in the noosible developmeni of
asbestosis in the sbove miners. Pr. Henwsell has re-—
questkd me to write to you %o see if 11 is possible
for me to see the X«ray films ol the asbesios miners
who show any departure from the nornal in the way of
any developing asbeéstosis or silicosis.

Would it,, therefore, be possible for
you to let us vorrow the films of those miners in
wvhom a diagnosis of silicosis has bech made following
& previocus diagnosie of & normal £ilim and also those

filme in which there haa been any progressive increase
of ai1llcosis?

If possible, but not essential at ithis
stage, we would be interested in the nining history.

Yours éincerely,

DIRECTOR.
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COMEOINALTH 1.1 LAROM, TORY, HALGOORLEN.

WINE ORKGHSY RELIZR ACT, 1938-1940.

-

Fils ¥o. 45/1.

Report No. 51/97.

Covering period from

RE-SXAINASS .

ittencom Gorga.
Ceme BRETTSEpUEORY, 1951,

Aunstralian Blue Ashestes Lir

¢

let July, 1951,  to 1l6th July, 1651,

Present Diagnosgie. Previous Risgnosis. Tobal w
Report
- Lla I‘Eormﬁi, atc. fornal eic. : l}u?‘

N
.

.
b,
5.
6.

7

9.

1G.

Silicosis l.

i1
Sillcosis 2.
14

Bilicosis pius
Tuberculosis.

i i

t "

Tuberculosin.

Silicosis 1,
Horngl, ete.
Silicosis 1.
Silicosis 2.,
Hormel etc.

Silicosis 1.
Silicosis 2.

Hormal, eic.

Totsl.

17 .
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File HO- 1{5/1-

COMMONALAH Hnbell TARORATORY, KaLGOORLIE .

MIKES REGULALICH ACTL, 1%0G6.

RESULAS OF BigHINATION -~ FOUTUIGHILY ROPORTS. |

RE-EXANINERS,

IR . - Ceditignean, Gorga..

3pd September, 1951.

Report ¥o. 51/96,

GCovering period from . 1ist July, 1951, %o 16th July, 1951.

DYAGTOSIS, Total this

Report.

1._qumal

2.
3.

L2,
13,

25
Prievmoconiosis {Increased.?iﬁfesié).. .2
Winer's Phthisis Bariy (Silicosis 1) )

Hiner's Phthisis Advanced {Silicosic 2)

Query Tuberculosis. |

Tubercglosis.

Ppoumocconiosis plue Query Tubercalosis.
Pneunmoconlosis plué Tuberculosis. _
Minar's Phthisis Early Plus Query Twuberculosis, L
Miner's Phthisis Barly plus Tuberculosis.

Miner's Phthisis lﬁdvameé plus Query Tuberculosis.

Miner'*s Phthisis Advenced plus Tuberculosis.
Other conditions.

Totals., 30




COMMONZALTH FRALTH LABCRATORY .

RALGOORLIE. Kalgoorlie.
. 3rd September,’
- R ¥ines Regoalation Agt. .. R e N

Re-axamniness.

.
i

" Addendum Report No. 51/96.

"y

ﬂetaila of capes who were re-~oxamined snder the
Kineos Regulation Act, and refused Initial Ceriificctes.

PR

B S ey
%, .
— ﬁan'“.
1
"J LY

: Puneumoconiosis,
Lé o Form. 9, 36973 Hightingale Ca Wi ttenoom,
Gy ooa ! . 3703%% Billington _ . B 4
- - |
S | S8iiicosis Early plus Query Tuberculosis.
a1 N o H
; 3‘;% Porm 9, 28318 Reid R, Witteonoon.
"Other Conditions”
3 iﬁ Form 9, 26814 Snow n ; ' k
- ¥ . Wittt -
Y Reject h, 967 aaish Goliy T
-.::\-;*'.:E . ’
; ‘3 | -
fomh o The ebove whoss names are underli
e es before the special certificate Form "g©, nes Feceived
ST
LI B

| __ {sgd.) 8.8. Alexsnder.
B HEDTC.T, OFFICHR-IN-CHARGE.
Doputy Director,

Commonwealth Vepartment of He
| UBSTIRN AUSTRALA. PR,




[N R

gy

L

Ll

it

o I e

v

I

el
i

J

Lot

!54:;3

HELd

s

bt

>

| | q

COMMGTISALTT HealrH LABORATORY, HALGCORLILE.

MINES REGULATION 4CT, Loub.

RESULTS OF EXAMINATTLON - FORINIGHTLY RUFORTS.

.-, v

IE. o ‘.“; k ”13 P ‘;_; ICu_'ﬁ 1-: f‘g.s:."‘.‘:"m.. PRI R
" Fittenoom Gorge.

3rd Septeuber, 1951.

File No. 4571
Report Ho. 51/95.

Covering period from lst July, 195Li. to  16th July, 193L.

Diagnosis. . Total lhis
: \ Repors.
' : .
l: Normal. 62
2. pnoumoconiosis {Increased Pibrosis) L
3. Riner's Pnthisils Xarly (Silicosis 1)
i, Miner's Phthisis Advanced {Silicosis 2)
4 Query Tuberculosis.
6. Tubercnlosis.
7.

d.

9.
1q

Prneumoconiosis plus Query Teberculosia.

Paeumoconiogis plus Tuberculosis.

Miner's Phthisis Barly plus Query Tuberculosis.

Hiner's Phthisis Barly plus Tubercalosis.
1i. Miner’s Phthisis Advanced plus Query Taberculosis
12 HMiner's Phihisis Advanced plus Tabsrculosin.,
i3. QOther Conditions 5
Totals, &8




i COPY.
- COI:’EF;EOH'-.&;}{LTHq!__fimI;‘l‘H LADORATORY.
PR . KALGOORLIE. . Kalgoorlie.
" . . Spd Seplember, 1O
o Mines Repulation A¢E, 7T T
HEY APPLICANTS.
.. Addendum Report No. 51/95,
: Petails of cages wno were refused Initia) Cer-
tificates under liines Regulation Act.
Pneumoconiosis.
Reject L. 41384 Martindale P,  Wittenoom.
““ fother Conditions" ‘ . g
A RMNect L. L1385 Nai i, Witsenoon.
8 NER-T 41386 Albert . B, .
: . 141390 Walker Tode oo
L I Kiho2 Saemnrad M. "
A L41h4L0 Cappe : F.J, H
fa )
o - © {sgd.) 5.8, Alexandsr,
~ s MEDLCAL OFFICER-IN-CHARGE

The Deptiuy Director, . _
Commonwealih Department of }:{ealth,
YRSTERN AUb‘fRaLEA
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTEAN AUSTRALIAYTHers
’ oo v s AT R P
s " N ST AandAm Y IBTETE
I i My L o M MINES DEPARTMENT, C [-«:-:z,-_:.h ot
(onfining ench Tetier to eue Ruldect, CEVTRAL GQVERNMENT BULLDINGS. . 72 : "‘/\ et
Writing oz ete ¥ide only of the ynpar. . o " i ' ":‘}- . N . ot .
PERTH. e cvnenn 200, Septsihertie -
.\. Q:‘ J}(" _ll’:l"“- ;
BN N A o
. . L] el
COMMISSIONER OF FUBLIC BEALTH: _ \é G
1) - £ {‘
- . -u

: Further to my memo. of the’ 2iat instsnt in regsrd
to blues sshestos deposits, I would suggest thst you might meke
pveiieble to thise Depariment sny informsiion you may heve on
the asbestosis hezard, which you stete is grester then thet
o #ilicosis,

This perartment’s techniesl officers think thet
such hezsard st Wittenoom would exist rather in the miil than
gnderground, where all boring is done in siliceous rock rather
then in the ssbestos itsell, snd vwhere very 1litile fibrous
mseteriel wss found on the micro-sllides.
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f‘;\ GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA, Froerorere
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g 8

.': " Correspandesin wi;I Ereasty facililale MlNES_ DE:F"AR?M ENT, . AHT/VE} 818/5 1

| s trensactidn af theit husinesa by:
Confining eeeh letter to one subject, CENTRAL GOVERMNLLNT BULUINGS,
Weiling 4u-ona side ealy of (hr paper,

: |

BERTH.... ... 218 %, Se phember,.. 18,51

.

S COMMISS IONSR OF PUBLIC HEALTH:

A -~ .
- g I would scknowledge recelpt of your memo.
s © - -of the Ll7sh jastent, PHD., H18/L8, .
S ' . : _
l _ As Besired I sitmch s copy of the dust counta
. end the tempersture resdings meationed i¥ psragraph L of
o « Inspector Fsichney's report previously supplied to you.
A . ) . "m’"’,,,,n«"‘""'"~--‘~“'QH
m‘ ™ 1 } _‘r}
h..{ :‘ & "-: /J
ﬂ*‘%/ As et G s
~a (‘ZK
R ' A P  UNUER SECRETARY FOR _MINES
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. 13 Your Relf:$i8/51
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o e 3 354 L/

TG t7th Sentexbar, 195%.
w2 - THB Jm SR_OUCRIEARY, FOR IS8, v
W e

I must thank you for your nmemorandum, of thgyﬁﬁagnwﬁﬁw

- Awrast in which you =nclosed a copy of o réyort of the

" Asziztant Vontilation Inspeclior concerning the Australian
% Blue Asbestos tiine at Wittenoom Garge.

%‘ 5? Tt would be anprecinted 10 you could letw me have
' e Ca.pony of the dust counts and the texm&ruturc reAdiciso

- mentionzd in peragroph 1 07 Inopadior Pulictiney’s renuyi,

2 Yn reading this rencrt 1Y 1c noted thet {he asount

of" dust particles in the area Is kipgh and Vhat the

it ventiiotion of this mine needs more subervision.

T¢ ir to be noted that the a-cn in the vicinity
) - of the treatment plant is still very dusty.

i = ) 7he interest of this Nevariiient is Lo e underutood
; — vhen it 18 resliised thalihe haszned {rem anbestosn im
SR o s ponsiderahly greoater than (hat Lrom silicw and that
w i we have reason o Leliove Ihat atiention to this aspoct
o ' of mining operations nt vittenoom nas been insdeguate in
EY
38 e
SR
T - LINLEY HEIPRLL
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y et -
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PHD.648/18

— . . L m;:mg.«zﬁﬁﬁa

2hth Auguot, 1951,

THE UNDER _SECRETARY FOP_IIUDS,

Rave you received any reporis recently from your
pigtrict Inapector of liineg and from the Dust Ingpector
with reference to the Ausirslisn Bluc Asbesios mine
at wittenoom Gorge?

Accbréing to reporis received by this Departmént
from other sources the dust ‘hazard remalns unahated.

4

LINIEY HFIZTFLL
COLAISAIn N OF ribLaC HRALTH
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Yhilaet barins, thy meebline nins v epdesvoars pod o bowr o
i fibre and thas he ig oubl ooisd feovome 1ELUIe ngtsel L 4l
Tihre,  TH- (,QLN'!\:'P‘“ pLATLE T A foomonr ATy
variously oo v Devpaginoos SERTR VPSR VR &
oty o wlich roeln ixnv* -

The hiph fempderetores ongaresd i U An
mife can be Ettrlbug_h wa ki o e g fors, -
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(2} he anlﬁct b; mibhrr: te bees the weaturi cloths b ic
the working plsces, sad 2 luek OF sapeyvisiorn In fhie matier.
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Tt i¢ £e19 that ventiladien confifions gege Hﬁlly wouis
be inp oved by 2ftention to itg aho & nutie YhE yopier as o
of wairy.in the mine could BF schiev:'d 1f @ Lrécess of Tibua-
arving ves inc 20T porE ted in the troginent pl :

Sinse my visit Lo the mint, the Zeplor Iatgecteor of I'ipes
hag been =dvised 4h=s Uy, 1. Hellshon hes boon sprointed Vaeslis
tion OFfPicer atisohdd te 0 oongapy. I3 is bonzd shet fhis
aesointment 211 have the 20707 of imweorvding sopryvicioen, =hd
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- 3D o8t coses wers dying -

ST A R R R
V%mturt ducta Bnd cloth sere pot & sfended 'tothe watia &od “UT
.0 - tiei £3 00 r o8 TEEWO TR e G LOL DS
were 86t up ke the workiag “rce and iv kD bake xere they noarey
thon 15 1. sud-this distance waried, belng Gp to appmrmnelv
T0 £v,. in the Wo. i Drive ou the Upper Sem.

CHRTH MBS pOOT, In the ;:sﬂic..}.sr rca'é"
Ten 46 pheed OF en opening. to.. mamppo
the aix %6 e x‘eczrcu},stea. :

-The ventileting of stopea TEXh Ye'i-‘ﬂ %e S "
ceecondary mechenions: ventilation is Wged' ahheré’%ms ‘EEation . of
the stepe 15 edvanced more thao 30 L5, ;met thc gcnern‘.t $sca of
the 3‘-0930-

'Vtm ttlaticn Officers

4% the t dme of nmy viait the serveyor wss £5lliog She - -
posision of ventilstion officer. The sppointment of & ynermenent
officer i6 # pecessity. Ventiistion cn thio mine needa more, |
sopeyvision #s evidenned ¥V¥ neorrecy gelfciion o1 L
Et‘%%‘s"”é“é'”{nmsnceﬁ Broves The recording of tempavstoren snd
ection neceseewy when they are Ffound to be 00 grest, i8 of -
great imporisnce, snd §f possible, &gt samplen sgggu}.é be: token.
Lore supervision ghould ba given by ah ~BEESEE W0 £eit
Tor xeeping vensturf ¢lioths up to the fete, snd the co-operetiun
of the m&nﬂrs elso cbtalned. -

;p—:-atment Fisnt:

By compering the results o7 Cult ssmrles token duringy thid
viglt with those token by fir. Lloyd io Sepientier 1950, 1§ wllpi
he sgen thet conditions have lmproved. The lwupmveneny is -

robebiy due to the iastellstion of & "Siywan fust odlleior
gwct), erd fane shich cximust ¢ etmosphere ebmne ﬁ;.g“gin buxw
ng. T

e ares in the Vicinny o“ the ?.Nstment plsnt appears
very Guaty spd is provebly <ue to the exbisugt, from the feny in
zbe plent, Srifting dowp or heing Torced down by. the wind, = .

The- axtuatiun of the sisst in reepest %o the walle-of the ‘ao FOXIE
mey cruse the %ind {o beasr &owp,) T1% ves sugcected thet move .
Iengths of funts would caryy €he exhuust éust bigher nd in i
gomge meseure eliminste the duat nuisances : e Tt

QMumﬁguse H

Sevew I drpvings of chanpercoms 88 1p use £n Kalgwr&ie
were ohtainsd and aunvlked %0 the mine supsrintendent, . Phey wey
dincussad em infolmoticsd remwired wes ghoplied. The prefent
chengerpom pppcare 10 b2 teo emell for the aumber of men osipns
it sud shether Lallding 2511 we rouired. ‘the E=lection ¢f a
5ite Tor the uew changeroen Lzuemh to e the mojor problem,.

.t . B T =

Genersi-

Cn exeminetion &l the dosy: .«emniv‘z;* _bog;hd‘ :
£nd the treatment flent, the ‘a2otunt.of ‘Flvve vis*b}.e"is Ve
ame 1i. -ao“:.w-' Es?‘t;il!'" a.n'sy i heve go Pivre nmnent, ool sn
eatimase N the '-‘frf“‘n«f-s % af Tibre -’«r"mat. ‘f} the uir negld -
ve vers 2 frsen1y £ ek, . ¢

il rgﬂa

e devel R TR arar Laitss Gwsd A
Pird by § PL. Lide pby contnin oAl & ol of ne
in & elghy ol B L 2 Enshrm. Thiz pives pbo ‘1.-2.
ac sihestos, L :

Iy ofope faces laken 3 LY, € im:ne5 'h
percentene OF TLbre rises Lo Ta. -,




Stote Nolng Dogineer,
tiines Depsytment,
STWEH,

ventiletion ~ agsirelian Biue Lopeptos Mind w

raden THY
A ROTIANLE

AVe he tpbule-

A visit was masde. to the __a:abg_gi?!%}i’*'ﬂ.“lg
Blae Asbestos Lid. et Wiitenoom,” end GAderyX
tvestment plant inepec ted, Thy e itsched ohen
tion of éust counte snd lempersture eéq?j\gg%'
- EAEES

tn conjunction with the veatilséion Officer of -tiie
gn sip turvey was comuieted ppd the sacompsaritg plan prives
divection end volume of aly £1low, iemperature reedinhee, shd

' &ast counys recorded in tRe six cheonels. :

sne following points -—neged Wy sttention Bnd Tere ALBCUREC
%ith the mine memangeyr, Hr. Fau) FThomss. . :

Engeraround: |

. pir volume of eir {13,56¢ c.fum.} enters ine mine Lhyea;
the South Dsulsge edit on the idpper & -em but pftey floving =
epproximg tely KO fezf this volame diminishes to 11,56C ¢, S
gtd pfveyr apother HLC L6, the inltiel volume 1§ 9 inmicicked fo
6,250 g.fom, - lecs then half the volane shich enters the mloe
ft this perticulzy snirence, Bratiices 4n pooy cHndition snd
fevity stepsinra allos thiy geed alr to esespe throngh old
corkin e 0d short ¢civenit 1o <he e fsast fra, Some of he doer
ased st stoLsings snd recaisiara to the £ louw of pir sre of
pooy ¢ enztran ¢lon, sud uckled contideravly cue to contLnsion:
fror exglutiong during Tiring. Home d00rs need eantoring i th
s self-closing device ©, . 8trong SPrINIE, especlally noeisd 4as
& door nesr the battery cherzing sistion. {t'r, Thomeza ia reply -
to this sbgpestion sald that » ceif closing cevice bed been fAt-
but had since eélpaptcared sné sujgessed thefe. )}

S ATy s o by

Do the iomer seam 27,260 c.f.m. eaters the wmine end throu;
winsze~rise conhectiows £iows fo the Gppex B oM, $hereby ventiie:
ting the workings on the norihern side. Thia sir iy exhscsled
vy the mein 2xhaust fen. - C

Intie sir. Upier Sesm 13,560 o fam,
" ® lower Suam 27,260
Tota} Intske sir 40,820 ¢.fim

“exnsupy ALT (Nessured past Ten} .
» 39,950 oLt

sipce it 18 necrrzory thet the sslestos when mibgd Eiopid
bot be wet Lbe sacgnt of dust partialss in $hBe pLY LB Hiph. R -
Depecinily 48 this noticed whore the  oro teCseTeped Intilos
rockets by & craper hoiiis. tne poist ooersyer iz sub el ve
inte dnat. Besmraters sre 6 oréey:a3nd wiRlZbeiicsudd
heish operrtors wheép Teealved. Co

vepturd fecte and cloth. X1 onac notzé fhnd oY Sheen,
phoen fivee ib vse Ten gontigornple 81 syaomr fron the Ten,
= PR £ G R : ns foimion fan Lo
Lob the iots of €ffigieecy by tho YoM GAL L0 Tarovic
hih, »bd e Qecrsste in velune et wd v supilied, LIS
~h-yetare the vie 8T these €9 dimx Sleed [Llyes.in i
{¥r. Th~mas seys they bye endeavouring to gecurd 1%,
povberised’ vehiort eloths). S

1e. "esed s an
i ooy D 2




PR
4

! . .
Do vou have & record on any of the files of an~
sonointment of a Dust Inspeéctor by the Mines Depariment
_ to wittenoom {The Blue Ashestos)? v
* Pr. Henzell would like to know if a report has
4 been received from ithe pust Insnector.
é;{.- .’I'- - ;'-i -
: 248t August, 1951,
- .
L
] \ . .
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Cotrra, ,'tr.m= will greatly facilitate
tht siansaveion of thelr Gusibers hHy!
Confrying  ench leter 0 eng ufiject

Writing en su¢ aide o3ly of the naper

COMMISSIONER OR PURLIC FbLIH:

L I

MINES DEPARTMENT,

CENVTRAL GOVERRMENT U DINGS,

. GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.

42

. L
/
*w =T i T erte tn wm
. 3
2w, 3

iz te a?r;nlg pirace gaete

618/1:8

AHT/VD

PERTH oo 230, JUIY L 19,25,

T sm forwardibg for youn informetion copies
of reports I hsve received from the Diatrict lospector of
Mipnes snd the Stets Mining Eangloeer ia refercnce to the
Austrplisn Blus Asbestos lipe snd plant st Wittenoom Gorge.

) /
| g

3 "00TWs:- 24
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H.BD. 523/42,

UNDER SHCEETMIY POR LS,

Inspector doyliond'e letest report on the veatllation
of Avptrnlien Blue Anbestos mine wad plunt et ¥ifitenoom in hereunder,
You will note .thet he voez not snticipsiz much rvurther frotvle in ihis ve-

gard,

¥ wisited this mine myself on the 1lth und 13¢h inutoat.

- Underground ventilation sppeared to-nw im.de-rvaganably
sutinfactory, but zonditions ia the plont s{iil leavesmuch to be dosiyed,
Tnig, however, is Lsing %e¢ien core of sud the fasger is glving it wvery
attention, One Warrmen Gusg collecior nas heen installed, and enother ves
ordered, but wes wnsvailable nt e tine, £ nimiisy unift wus thorefore
conatructad st the mine and instellod,  The second Wsrmnn umit i® in ¢ran-
Bi¢ and wiil be installied on srrival in edditicn $0 the ive alrendy in usec.
Pollowing: the Inspsctor's logy wisit tle aommpouent do installing & geriss
of ‘suction pipes in thr rool of ¢irm Luiliing, which whon iw opersticn will
draw off thie dust ss it Tormu,

% fesk dket, under the present mansygement, we Will
raceive every co-cperation in thiz cetier.

%
14tk July, 1950, . STANE LNING EHGINEEH,
ISF/S.
% ,{: ;}e 7
//i
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Adverting to your minute of the 2nd March
sddressed to your Hon. Hintazter, will you pleasé advise’

the present pvosifion in regard to dust hezard st Witienoon

L ngeaa mer
% -

Gorge and ventilstion conditions st "the M1XL, °" -~ -

i
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5th July, 1950
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COFY from file M.b, 52%/49,

. Sh g
o = ey  u s < oo

-

MAHBLE BAR.
18.6.50.

“The State Mining Zngineer,

FERTH,

Australian Blue Ashestos, fittencowm Borve,

Wity Worimen's Inspector Hunter I thoroupgnly inspected
the workings on this property and teel confident that in future complaints
will be noticesble by their absence.

Although cerswin improvemenis wére noficeable, theve wasg
84111 much reom for more improvewent end I ¢alled in the fanager, Assisten?
Mapager, Underground Superintendent, and iorkmen's Inspector Funter snd leid
down & fairly hsrd golicy and 12ftf the maptgement fully acquainted as teo whnt
was expected and what repercussions would evenfuate if that poliey was rnot

fulfilled,

Az I hod plresdy niopped svery develouprent placs, exeem
two, until adequate ventilation Was supplied, I Teel confident that tie fave;
ment foe fully understands my welhods and knows thet supsrvision must be

. tightened,

I mm satiafied thot all metters which were iacring in
both wnderground and miiling sections ere now being brought up teo sersich
and i, Honter will pay geriodicael cslls {o maintain a b;s.gh degree of

efficiency.
1 shell also relurn to f:h'e'mirée and chtck up,
(Sga) J. Boylend
DISTRICT BEP20T0R OF RS,
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(NDIR SGRZTARY_FOR MGNES. _
Tnspecter Boyland visited Hittencon frorge on the
19th and 70th Jenumry. I3 veport i at page 189, file 1301/47, tied uwp
marevith,  You will mote thef ho hes requented the Compuny to cncicoe
f tue mililag peckion and instal exhaust dust collectors s I
) . . . e .-."‘:" . .

z pcrumal'i;\r £oe) ‘that B LORAEILGR 4 nqsama rathar
ehsn & request, although, 85 the Inspeator 'ruiuri;:si'it{«il}_b‘e'_diffi_dult %o

Meoure the nectssary mstepiak, fae L0 :

u ) 4 fuptier report from Vorkman's Inspector Huntar 2t
page 144 on Yz S Tile stutes that nothing hox been dore to improve (he
ventiletion end that toe wenturis mke stil} not cerried into the fuce. Ye
propotes Y0 reaumind prosacation if tiwre 4 aet Usmedinte improvenent
in this patter, and I propiss to coneuy 4n such recormendation.

T

At prge 141 the Aoting tanager reoarts the sppointaent
of lr, T, Powedl, 4 surveyer Gell end fovourably pewn to me, 38 Yentilntior
Otficer. It 34 hoped thet this 3Ippointment wil}l hsva the deaired effect.

1 propose to have this matier follomed up and to take
whatever s%gps may oe nucessery to enfores complidnce with the Aepulntions.

| g,w/‘ J{@mﬂm

HTaTe FINDNG ZCHNEN.

-ty B

ist ¥areh, 39SC.
I57 /5.

R, BINISTTRR:

Phe positicy i »E set out shove by the Siote
Hining Buginser, sad I woRld recomtRd that bBis repoxrt mighd
he Torssrded op ta the Hon. Hipinter for Heslth for perusal
by the Gommimsioner of Fublic fienith.

mEyiR SICREPaARY JOW RINES
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§ I was up in ittenoon Gowse &l the end of 1970, and K““‘m

i found that the dust nezard in the oregsest &LLesOs plaund
must be veyy serious. ‘Yhe uhole ol the SUMTONRSALTS .;;o.r&m
a radius of onc wmile o more were smothered with the. duads .
yhieh is produced in the $rentaent. "4 Loy as vas. ac ceri.w:t
very few, if _sny, pr&c&mions nere taven. Aaheste _m_f}.u.at
if inhaled constitutes & very ,\favc rigk and i, ITETVIRIETT

é, vorse than silicosic,
-

LH/Qs : - COUMISSIONER OF PUBLID 1BSALTH

A, A

20th Februapy, 19%0. : -

THE MOH. MINISTHR VOR 1TH=S (LR, PARKERY .

For comuents, please

CE.{ }mdg:'jﬁqi .

rr

shith Februsry, 1950, HIRLORER

s s, | A

CL8 D

27 FED 1958
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HON, MINISTER:

I have éiscusged this metter folly with th
Aeting State Miniang Engineer who hes advised me thetlhis
Inspectors hsve been corsfully vwstching the dusts position
&t the Asbestos Hiil at wittencum Gorge‘

R TN P e e i

During the vieit by our mein Dubt inspector

4n Hovember lest he w.8 advised hy the Mensger ithet the

precent freztment plent woulid be discarded z2nd 8 new one
built, but no ection slong fhese lines has yet boen tsken.

Another Inspecicr is shortly visitiag Witicuoum g
and he hst been ssked 30 go into the matter ogein vwith the i
menagement, and elso to recosmend vhether he CaniCEFS the ;
eompany should be reguirsd to appoint a ventilgiion ol 1cer.if

i Ab;wr'v!*‘“"“ml'u fe Ol i (-—vS......,..’.‘.iﬂ'Jﬁ—-\‘crr« AT J?
. df v :..{-\ prlr w'é
7/2/50 . DNDER_SBCRUTARY, FOR WINES
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PP WO, THE BRINISTER #OR PUILIC LS. m: o8
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$ Pr. Saint o porty that coudiiions at the #il:
t where the asbestos ore is crughed ars: Guasiprous to gesith ovinyg
to lack of adeguate dust suppressiey uieasires. §

. The Bon. Hinister Tor iines may please be
asked whether or not ventilation officers have been appojated
by the Hanazer and if so what do thelr records show ¥ L6
ventilation and dust suppression conditions at the mild!
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WSD/EB ACPTNG CUIIBT0NES OF PUBLIC ifi.swil

9th January, 19850.
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- | Des» Dr. Saint,
3 The Hininter Fow Dince afUimas that Llnes
- Resulation Act is strictly enyorsid &b Jititucom antd oll
" employees are thoroushly cruinagd il Bt dala o
centificate $hat thoy v fvoe Droa Juboveulocis bulewd
tucy are enployeds
” fle aiso ptotos that ohe nen redertod wiih
Tybereulesis vere ciployed in the tewaship cnd not at
. the mincs. -

Will —eu plecse, iuformi me te

- 3. 3If you conslder sultable precantions 8r0 now
i taliens

»
B 2. Did you com3ider nny of the gascs of Yehoreulosis
_ atteibubable te the cendi lony at Tittonoo,
2.  fae the worke puvely miaing and therelore under

the Lines degulabion Asty or i therp in auwdltion
- any foctory or worplace Lo wiich the Faotory Ak
: nay o tdoe applicubic.

i Mg |
. 4
' R Yeours ¢ incencly,
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ordinary capacity and vithout a voie.

Finally he considers that the Nines Repulsiion
Act and Regulatlons should ve ameaded to make provision for
the suggestions made wnder headings {A) and {B) sboves=

- e . v .. A P ILyvur USRI WIS A
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There ate 0 TUEDER of napects of tfie m'ining"
industry which soncern the com:aeiongrmxbuc g},_th.

B - i

e MRS A5 A SR

A

A&be&tos fine ot Wittenooe, 3 el
stafT, a cheel on the health of thene mmeenplweas is
B regulaply nade. However, he feels that his Department could
te .more sotively coucerned in the prevention of this disenae.
Por example, ne would like to see eslablished & more efficient
method of dnat counting at Wittencom. The ¥dneneter methos
of counting, used Tor cilics dust, i3 not the nest sultable
for the 'coun'? of asbestos Tibres, ’

He is concerned:with problems in other nining
ficlde.

Leads

In the years 1949-1953, theye wiere wote cmaes
of lead poisoning in the wmining industiny in Vieeiern Austrelis
than g}l otper industries. Fat Aesaa than 30 caties axe
recorded; many are probauly not yeesrded.  This high inciw
dence hss occcurred despite the relstively few ben engaged in
the indwstry whioh is indeed only of an intermittent nature.

He 18 cancerned with manganese mining. Henganse
polsoning may resuli in a grosply dza'abnne,. cnippling disgease
with severe mental changes. Thic condition hes oconrred
mostly in mangancse winers, drilling underground in dry, poori:

+ ventilated conditiong, He conziders thet the manganese

mindng industyry in Vestexrn isetyalia enould be sssessnd by io
Departmont, with s view to ihe prevention of poleoning rather
then to awalt a firet ceee. '

{B} “he iiines Rem}latign Aok

ﬂegu:tatmn Act Na. 51; of 191,6 _
Thée asgsesenent of t.-xe depger af DORLIERY, Tunes
{(Resulation 158} should be that of this ,m;pm:nont.
The only stociric meniien of the Gmar'-:tq..»io‘"zr )
of Yublic Health is in Reewlatfon 137, Thiw 6tiolie
he shatl be o mermEber of the MNires V@J;Li_lgi,zon_ ’Ei__o”m Ay
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HON, HINISTELR POR LABOUR: : S
3 - |
Witiéééference-ﬁo your minute of the 15th RNovembor

{see Polio ¥6), the guestion of extending the operations

of the Factorxies & Shops Act hes received the consi@eration

of* the Chief Inspecior of Factories. &Sy

Re-apranged for a proclamation bo be pul up 1o &x-
tend the operations %o Wittenoom Gorge, bup after gividg

" the matter consideration, as disclosed by this file, I -
' {opk the matier up with the Solicltor General, and he poinits

out that that the Pactories & Shops Act does not inclads
any mine oy colliery, and as the works at Wittenoom Gorge
apparently constitute a wmine it is not possible to cover
them under the Factories & Shops Act. o s :

. Therefore 1t appears as if we cannot assist the
Miniater for Health in her efforts to enforce improveneuts
ana improved working conditions CLor the employees at ihe
Ashestos ¥orks. ‘

.C O

SECRETARY FOR.LABOUR.

1%¢th hec.19LG.
CR/HE. -

JHE HON. KINISTHR FOR HEALTH.

. AS requested in youf minvte of the 17 i
17t )
ﬁhe above comments by my Secretuary for Labour érg-;iﬁézgz a
or your information, rlease, e

“IL
20th Deceamber, 1TOLQ, EIISTER W02 L*BGV”.
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: I forward herewith pepers ralzting to the extelsion
9f the Shops and Pactories aAct to the Wittehoom GhFIEvorksy -

I would be extremely grateful if you could advise
as to whether or no the Shops and Factoriss isct could legally
be applied to the Wittenoom Gorge Asbesios Works. I am
Cforwarding this mgtler direct to you as I understang that

Mr. Warman giscussed the proclamaiion wiih You somg time ago.

CR/EC. ' Ci’a%?fiiji;,

8th Decembar, 194T. C SECRETARY FOR LABOUR,

¥

SECRETARY ¥OR TABOUR:

The term “Tactorys in the Facltories and Shops
_ Ahet, s, U4 does not include Yany mine or colllery, or
‘any place in vhich machinery is used about e mine or
colliepyt. ) '

. 2. I am informed by the Asgf, Under Secretary
© of the Wines Depsartment that the works at Wittenoom

Garge of Austraiien Plue Agpbestos Limited conalst
of works Tor the wining oFf ssbestos ore, Considerable
tunnelling anhd blasting hawe been cerried out, the ore
is brougnt out in trucks,} crushed and asbestos fibre
is recovered, All employees are subject to our mining
taws and pey into the iHioe Workers' Relief Fund., The
ground held is held under the provisions of our
¥ining act for the purpose of mining for bilue asbestos.

. In these cipveumsiances there gen be 1itile
doubt but thst the works at Wilttenoom Gorge constitute

a "mine! and therefore the works ave gyeiuded from '
the definition of the word “factory" within the ' '

meaning of the Pastories and Shops Ach,
8th Decenber, 1949, s_ig.ébﬁx?( '
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'Ei'"~ ' Poi.D. DRG hey a,

—_ DHIER THSFLCE0R OF ”*Gmo‘“
!

Before nassing these papeérs (o the Hon. Minister £or
S Lebour for nis signature, I Should like forther information,

I drsw youy attention to the definition of “factoyy®, .
o~ subclause {e) which states thet "the term factory does net ;
on ot include any mine, or colliery, or any zlace in which machanery
o is used about a mine or colllery.™ R

This ‘Seenms 1o me to indicate thai o isspe.she, proglamatlon

vhich is nov submitied vwould be compleiely useless for the
purpose We pow Gesire. '

% _@ . gan you advise me, please?

5“; & g
o 26th Movemver, 19LY. SRORATARY FOR LRGN,
CR,/EE'I- .

3w -

— Reference ; F. and S, 499/49

e ..‘ .

# - THE SYCRETARY FOR LABOUR :

4 Plesse refer %o your originsl minute vhioch rajsed
I the guestion of the gpplication of the provisiona of the
R sct to certein texrritoxy, also il tbenoom Gorge isbeshy
s YWorks® wes mentioned,

: N :

e e have no first hand kuowledge of =il the eper.

P stions which are ¢erried on., Quaryies - lime stone emd

: grsnite . have bveen subject to registratton since the in-

o centton of the fct: Génerslly spesiting, Peing & bvuillding,
L yremises or plsce having meechanicsl power Or apbliances
M ezceeding one horse power, or iI no mackineyy, then Teing
placen eapleying fouy (now one) G pore persong, ede.

fhe Wittenoon Gorse vorxs, a8 T have olserved Lroa
regding and pictures, cowld nod de, in e generelly &ccgepied

sense, gcqlli¢r=, pat.a . guery could arise ve the berm “mine’.
2 w“l i LRPRL Toanu T OF O pant, }
E ~ E RoEIvEL, :
A e I
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Reference: F. aud 5. 4783/4%

THE SECRST-RY FOR 1.ABOUR 1

.

o o
; Further o my minute of the 24th Hovexber here-
under, a Prodlamation prepared by the SolicitdrTeneral Ts
submitied to bring in an area.of five miles” of the estab-

iishment and works of the sustralian Blue asbestos Limited
atl wWwittenoom Gorge.

25th Hovember, 1949
Fad 1 ¥




£

iy -itd

s
PRATIRES N

2.
A

A

'-,f”w_-_'-ﬂ" o
- £

0

ol

LY MITOTNT, 3

;’%. ﬂ' BT o A
A
[HE

W d: L EPR TR PC N

- r;

*qp‘. ' . [/

THE FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT, 1820/48.

Section 165 3

\ aaral, T

. S
(1) The Governor may from time to time by proclamation
exeapt any pontion of the State from the operzliom=afl Hhis~

_Agt, or any Fart thereof; and may atl any time recvoke any such
proclamation. '

{2) Whilst any such proclunation is in force this act
or the Part thereof, as the case may be, shall not be opera-
tive in the portion of the State thereby exempled.

- {3) Rvery proclamation made under this section shall
within fourteen days of the date of its publication in the
Government Gazette, if Parliament is then sitting, be laid
on the Table of both louses of FParliament, and if Farliament
is not sitting then within thirty days of the opening of the
next ensuing sSession, such proclamation shall dbe 1aid on the

- Table of boih Eouses.

{4) If either House of Parliament passes a resoluiion
disallowing any such proclamation, of which resclution notice
has been given at any time within thirty sitting days of such
*House after such proclamation has been laid before it, such pro-
clamation shall thereupon cease tu have effect, but without
affecting the validity or curing the invalidity of anyiiing
done or of ihe omission of anything in the meantime. This
subsection shall apply notwithstanding that the said ihirty
sitling days, or some of themydo not cccur in the samg session

of Parliament, or during the same Parliament as that in which
the proclamation is Jaid before thée House.

(5) When a resolution has beer passed, a6 hereinbefore

mentioned, notice of such resclution shall be published in
«the Guzetie. '

csesnea D00000C00C waneosas




P T v YHD. 618/48.
L™ CHIGY IHSPIOTEE OF FaCiomng:
™ AS you are aware, at the present momeunt, it is nov
X % the Government's intention to extend the cveration of the
e - Pactories & fhons Act generally above the 26th parallel,
o However, I should like information as to whether it would
R be possible by proclamation to bring in an isoclated area
s i3 such as the Wittenoom Gorge Asbesios Vorks.. . W
| The.file attached herefo discloses the reason why
it is desired to take this action. B . AT T et s
o C O g et
20ud Hovemver, 1%49. - SECRETARY FOR LABOUR.
- CR/EE,
By .
Rl THE SECRETARY FUR LABOUR :
Section 165 governs'this matter, copy appended.
e The origzinal proclamation exempting from the operation of
B « the Act zll that portion of the State which lles vo the
: North of the 28th parallel of South latitude, was published
B o in Government Cazetle Ho. 1., Friday, 7th January, JB21.

Ty In the case of other types of districts, the
: action which has been taken by the Crown law Department was
i 10 reveke the original proclumation, and prepare and publish
: another exempting sil thet porticn of the State which lies
bl to the Horth of tre Z6th parailiel of South latitude, except
F% e the territory which lies within a five mile radius of the

(G

¥ittenoom Gorge Blue ~sbesios plant,

{urt

1
PR

subzit that the ustier of bringing the Wittencom Gorge Blu
Asbestos works within the meaning of the acl may be easily
accotplighed.

E?

N Subject to confirmution by the Legal Officers, I /
e i

=t I had some knowledge of this matier unofficially
wvhen I sobeitied the previous recomsmendstion some little
time ago for the revocation of the original proclamation in
its entirety.

' ‘_,; p ff/
T3 b e
. «/a: e

H

v
s _ 24ath lovember, 1948, ‘CHIEF‘LHSEEQTUR OF FACICRIES.
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THE SECRETARY FOR LAEQOUR.

For your comments, please.

: ‘7{ ' o
. MINISTER WOR.LABOUR, _

18th Novembei, 1549,

a
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s HOw. 3 WInIstis OF PUBLIC io Lo :
z ~ .

N e S 1 e
e

In Pebruary by this year or. Jaloy &§ ort staiacu
i ;; aprew attention to ile vnsatisiactory plEGMLLLOQQ G iuss

L] cust taren at tie Jittenoom Gorge Asbetow JorXe.
f, During the past monlh fwe miners and one cadpseio)
j“:ﬂ from there have been pobified as cuseg o ralmonary xuugvculnnzﬁ.
wt e . Tt .
- I pndsrstend that certuin provisions Of Liuo
- Factories Aci. have not begn made applicable rerih Q&.JGﬁh‘bu”&?’U‘
I think it is & wmatter of some wrgéney that {ue Pat B ¥ TG
up with the rinister of Labour and the areu prougnt into line
oy with the rest of the State whereupoh a fagtory lﬁSo@GtOP chuid
T in conjunction with Dr, Saint iaspect the vor.s and enioree
v improvements.
-3 d.5. Dgvidsou
e 73 Wsh/PB ACTIRG 00 £850m0e OF vURL I8 fHunkiyd
e i Ihth Wovember, 1949.
M . '
j-1 - ?HL HON. FiE MIISTYR OF kUﬁhlc AL
TR -
- You apparently minuated ihe above {o the dinister
L of Labour., The file is Lhere now,
o
Further, the Asbesvos Qonpany anticlipale a
- population of 300-600 at Wittenoom Yor the next three yours
-?;j and thersafier a populetion of 1000,
3 ke
b :
e 2 : Sanction Tfor snothner Joctor for the Worih-west,
SE i if not already obtained, is reyuired, .
.-1 _"E
3 . He w3ill be stabtioned at Jittenoom oy Roebowrne.
-

- | y ’:,?%w/ N

- Ash/PB ACEXED ‘?-J:é G Qs G 0BT 25 T
- 2ond Hovember, 13445, .
. "' — _.‘:v.,._l...m:-ﬂ-"""":"" ;
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Toh HON. TBE MINISYER OF PUBLIC HEALYH:

h,m.wwi:uwh,‘__i;##m

ol ”%ebrddry of ﬁhls“§€ér Dr. Saint at Port Hedland
Grew - @ttentlon $0 the unsatisfaciory precautions ug gainst
dust teken at the Wittenoom Gorge Asbestoes vorks.

Daring the psst month two miners and one

carpenter from there have been notilied as 0&838 ef Palmonary
Tubereulosis, )

-

L ounderstand that certain provisions: ofsdhea. .
Factories Aot have not boen made appiicable Noria of 26th parslliel,
I thipk it is a matter of some urgency that the maiter is taken

ap with the idinister of Labour and the ares brought into line

with the rest of the State whereupon a Factory Inspector could

in conjunction with Dr. Saint inspect the works and enforge
impcavemenuu..

/

i O
"’_.r' . /
,;455?43%;3n@vaéaﬁhg

Wab/PB ACTIRG COMBiISSTONER OF 2UBLIC HEALTH

143k November, 1949.

THE HON, MINISTER -FOR LABOUR.

would you picase consider whether the Factories
Act could be made appiicable 1o the Wittenoom Gorge aprea. ‘
L]

./ an 1L Gl
fﬂ/’ /—\\ . HEINISTER WOR BB ALDH.
1 .

i 17th November, 194L3.
% HES/LM .»}

£, __,»"'/
s -




T

§iv

ﬁ‘»

-

. . s i -
P aXiusiucy. PearpeSios Vjﬂ%\’i’,mﬁ# b

g st mepphr et =

3

Herehin renoris on s .eat.os R 5 S
who wers a-payed abk Lne rerty vhesk Tlinic on 27,7.48:

HOPIEal TRIFE.

\t_-- _f-?.

Slight £1lling 3n of Lhe lefl eosto—
prrente aagle, suprestive of oa old
plerisy . sneve is neo evidecte of
any pavhological change in the lung
parenahyms .

_-— There s a parlizl fusion of ihe Tirst
and second *ibs on bthe rigat side.
T In zddition, Lacyse 3'}“""&1‘3 %-o be &
i roundsd opacily hehinei the anterior
Ces 3 half of the Tirst rib.  ~his is §ite
- st pated gt the point of fusion of the
two ribs, and the case reduires Furtper
" investipgation. ne hna voeen asced bo |
attend For a further exqaination.
& N .

e .
tl

. normel x ange .

%‘ ".I.:.z“i E; LD Gl 1 i
YheTe are A0LE rounded, nard ooacities
at e right enoex, above Lhe ¢lavicle.
A thrse ].N:-icris are pearlly obscured
by bone, 1t is Qifficuiy Lo 2 sure
'.'.'nea.:r-:!z' Laere ig ragloloical evidepe
of zovivity. e bas been asied Lo
atlend e clinje Tor farther inveslignis
& “NY m.mt' AT NS --.ﬂ-L-n.lr‘J - R

there are $.all 4iscrete opaeities at
the rizal apex., ie appeprsices ate
consistent '-rii»n an okd, miniizal, negld

infection, .dis a=rey Shouid be rg;ﬂ-;.,«c
in Sve)ve .mri.hs. h\q}«{c‘ & (.,-“*" LY
LSl Attt s Y87

nOTMAL XANEE. \QW:@( 6 deesl 5 el 3

. n Homany racges {cha&d G pleat~{evesring
S :

Larn

LHiveebor, tadeverlosis vontral raceh.

Ve 3 A &
2601 duly, 1948, ' = : v
TR W - 1l et ST RS
i - il . '
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o OB Jutizg 23S

Pr. .8, UBAnb, .
PUTT_TOLAN,

RSPVT R S

Duear or. Seint,

1 pave Oiscaggad you™ X-Tay probiews wiih . Yenzell
puTticularly with Peforence to Shest work. e sgrees 83 (0 the
grazt Giffieniliy of dolnyg chegt filue which era oF any volug vith
g portoble plent, aven 1£ the pomsT dupply 16 £ll thedt it Shoudd be

¥ou will appPeciotie that this gueetinn of XeMay
funtnlission I Huels i2olnted pasnt®y hotatinlsa $& o vary AL -
CuEi4 onas Firstiv bocound of the oxigencies of the power Stup)hly,
and sunsniiy, becuuse of the leck of trainiag »f the peoplo

who would hendic the piant snd Lyt orayet the X{luwa,

‘It Bes dren tha poiiay of thi2 hawvartaanl B thene
1t eoumity wospitelis VO jnnvEl ooell pisxte of tha porionle
types.  Thoma ore qultc 596 for frociure work, erd ero wsullly
veosonebly: adequate 100 &1y othet bimoe work. O1%% core they con
toke & fhim of @ chest wbich wil} Yevenl, 2% swy Patey, D (Mozn
tecions / g

i Thin policy kea oot been arrived et witaont 4n enrnes
eppreciation of this Eiff1calitee of the doctor iIn tha aatlkigk fvoa.
it 1o parsllsiled by the ditrioultfas orpcrianced ta ofirg o
pufficiunt poathaloriesl #Sovvice, adthoerh tho Zatisr Hny on Secinie
be pora epally overcome by <he fxol thdt Cpeetaent onn H6 kont ihy-
the noegb, vheress £ e lOl cennvhe .

In the cobe of wAticats who requile specfalised
Y-ray fnvest{pgnt fon, ond wps Ilve ZEiEbIn £.ppaebablie diatonce off
tho dotlopnitlzan otnn, 11 £ aswally fourd pozoible Lo aeng tho

patieat to Perth. It 18 agreod thaet hin ta vory Abfficuld fron
1 art ftetand.

f am afrals thet of the presant T as unsdle so
bgrther Lo helip yoi to nolve your probloos .

In your lottes you 4lsouss the anshoatod sinses
at Vittendan Gorpre. AYTIRcomed HAVO Just Unen cortluled <o
nave 013 thans omn X-roysd bafors they ledye Perih Of JC)Ro0vile
te ¢ononce work at Vittencon Covpe, onf the: Commonwenith obiic
Laboren.oty wag up thevo Insl gear, 254 46 dua to pay enothoy
windt pext Januairg. IZE0CMs ara boing urde to aske Lhis &n

Jeman). vistt L 1t can be conegeds

Your comisrta on %hs “inaobatisn perial” of poyertos
Bre intavazfing, and {t o rencpnited thor thess wodisres omid
coatly fnqur n preat Hozard than do wmrkern 4in our ol cinas,

whon T Bm ¥p your way sgadn T waid Lixe 10 &iscucs

thie mettor oith you on She apots :

Youra sineeraly,
\ - : : ‘\
e e
\ P
NoL L OmEenYow T em ovongs g e
.- PN
e .
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¥not are the chances s f:
iyeyosene powar pientl The tewd wupp.
i15able to braor dows dn thy'mlddled
Jgiven at n;:e twayﬂx;ﬁ?‘wﬁ; )2
: mactine . i¢ statios Lenple

‘| sbout £200.. - } R

L R v

L end Ineiy . . ef g 2
Ve oo [3)i-Would tne-Health Departs gy o neLl
C .} sestallidg,. wi!}x{g_}.;ﬁ‘jgdgﬁg% .

) - you ¥row are”not mudh biaitet Slnesridh

Tolle’e bup’ you hre Juut 6a 7700 305 155 £

of the carpal scophald, end -._totgt_:_lﬁg = :, y

. more miskeading then of wae. Po 2ive Yadlgameidndical

of the nead of decent plant §n tha padt 24 dsye Alve

' paon two Jumber dises thob.should huVe Dewd yeaiepraphs

iSaally contirmed; two resal’ calids fhst pesd Llat Xorayw

‘Bod M.0. eelections and sbout half &iddzen ohest that xw
need investigriing carefully. I3e impoenible to Ao goud
madfcine giving coundr medicine when_ you_dox't know 3
whether you're dealing with & chronlc hrondiitis, .
Lubsreuie pr. carclnms. of the (R mafs bropehiddyive. ' -

- Yoreovor, Iive un eve on the futire -:ithospbhéstea mirie
st Wittencom, lot the record cperatord Withoulimiy.sorl

of dust oxtractor whatscover; snd uinve’the Unoubation -

perisd of aeheeton is 9o much leoss than Bixa, 39 8 yonr
or two A.B.A. wiii produce the vichont xxen &id moeat

lethal c¢rop of pasay of asbeuionis in the Vorid!s J

1iteynture, - I've Jooked at two dpits snd found a0destos

podiea, net ovidence indewd that fibyusias actuslily N

prosent, tut clearly Proving tha abserbtien of the bosi.

agent, Maturally 1 think some of these chopt wouid. oo -
lcokad into. . VoL b ag s Tl

- ; . ¥ith best wishes, -
* . Yours fattht‘uily,‘ ‘.
{sgd} Zric 0. Bs

JRTSL
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A+ anASLATION COMY 3 Orselned sm 295/

’ LAt S pATEE Y Fo? K

Yhawr vou for your ¥xind letisy ‘_l‘!s_i_p?.lm‘lfx;_v_g‘ R
‘and brought blushas to my chuoks PR ARy b ot
Y AT e & -

P i

.
N S

a‘.uﬂﬂ‘ ﬁ‘ml. 1';48‘

L . o . e, o ST, smaut ket |
Pr. £.B. Cook, Lo C ¢ |
Dopt. of Fubilc Heslth, .ot : : !
5% Horrsy Street 1
Eiﬂ;ggo : '

\

Peor Ir. Covk,

vty S Al

It 44 some Yimo aince X ngul yeu & epeet”
ot up which 18 voeginning te work with.toloxable impootintana. -
ho f4rat thing I found NOCARBAYY to 4o wae ta inprove tha -
Factiitfes of this hospital, Watva-Lidlied the thestrs up and put
in orders for mouy essentisl instyimosnts for abdominil emergene
cies 80 that we oasn now cope with about 3. or 4 tonafis s weo¥ and
wo'voe done about a 4oxen mblomisal operations without dizastor or
sepaisa. The Hatron's oid is jevaluanle: 1t is & pliy she ls
engnmed Tor but six months fo¥ her studied efficlency dm o welcoy
yelief to the apathatic pridvanee prevelont 1a the H.¥, A few
atructursl improvements aye prétty urgent and I°have appealed to
Lhe Gpder Secrotary: new iino én thé theatye floor, einae stone”
55 impounihle; & washing sink, & coat of paint in the bathyrpon ar
somethtng Lo scparate the alufoe ond Bdpens from tho dath and
HNLWAL - N i -

1 heyo manazed to work throurh mbout 600{7) natives.
Yhere fg & fair amount of ursment uxg Ty to ¢o which ¥ @hsll worl
tn with loeal facidities. I fipd it clounar ond mora efficiont
to do 81% majer cutting, white or black in rort Rediand BHaounitsd
ttere, for you cian well imasipo tha danges of dolog hum&thaphice
{7) &t the Locki There aye sbout fivo Bornlus lined up e be
done and n couple of {(?iecclomiva, and eys luncleation elc, It
iz of course prelty lmpossinlie to.pollocty accurate statictice of
sative hoalth; only & Veen full time pan couwld do that, and one
sap only gs by imprassionB. . ) R

“ V.D.Jwease prevalent particulariy whoro the gine and

vucks pre hevaded into thase shaetly "Twelvedilek FiveMile" etco.
“eampa Whore one womta with & chronie €.C. coureitic osn infect
dozenps of biacks, The interpretotlon of whoge kehns i, I agreo
wost difficult. Of about 20 namplegs I tock for s wariely of
reabons, ©8. Sabre tiblee, nnsal discharpes {2tumma) otc. mont
were potiiivo; whethear agemliinatlon Ras necanioned by Rontlesy
syphilin o yews s difficult to way. Porsonally ¥ would ssy
that often objechtive ovSdence - such as the prevalence of Hd.
I.X., #bout & babos end the odd harcet'e poipt I have BaAn
suggeat thet Gr. pox £m pretty prevatant. . .

. 411 thie hav relsed subpidi ary prodlams, The Locw
doupitel 46 not iarso and ¥re, Hand who rups i3% {away on lenvo
ab the momont, Whnnk Christ} ie.eo 3wy, X do paiicye 8he gotso
the rioe to feed her with B #puony.To TUR 2 WNSieiinio inoods .
tntenaive orawmigation; 4 hrly. sulphinitées T3 Hry Soniciilin
pond intravensus technlgud, ‘ursihra; _g{lag:}‘&;_i__'ojgg1{6{#‘:&}1_{5_9&70}1’19'.__.‘
prostates ote, ote.l. Widt 4o, W9 .do.K joly thuy 2 a0 beappanys ¥t

Thnd sntive Affolrs want 6 policy - elfhep yasoaliy i
; {2} Don't bother with honatives; push Shiem back

P : to the bhueh. - Tl Neie T
or fr} e¥a tThew werk ap etock¥nen ang give thrae wmedical
nitontion, 1In wiich oz3e you wont woncthing a
bit botier than one nurse of ratiringepe la:

hospitsl nbout to collapea at apy 'moment
4 . IR ). .

SuppbaTs o

v *
'

‘ e DOPiC
There ara thres othor gueries I heveiat

(1) 'Ye the combined Diphtheris

& Petruce:
P o
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GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRAILIA. -
in relying uﬂuu _ e ) %%E@
LA . DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH,
LETYERS : BOX 134, . PR i ANV O
GBO_ PeaTR, - v 57 Munmﬁ"“Sm 3
Taaremony: B EESS,
AN m“iiu!.b;:::u e ’ ?ﬁf—?"{i—é
addrean 1 0 a
S COMMISEIONER OF 1)&-’130116, 1948» --------------
PO G HEALTYH,

Br. a,. G, Guthred,

Coanonwealin lealth Laboraboriss,
B ELUOUGAL e

Jear Or. Luthred,

liany thanks for your tetber of 26in
:va,v eoracerm 2 the roullne rexominetion foz- NIiNers.

) <€ are underiakiny the initial exam-
ion for t{ae men who are ::;;me vo work at Jitbenoom
e The iines Jepartment would 1ike us to use the
e AE are usedl DY you at nxljoorlie. 1t
afore be very mudh apn recisbed if you couid
nd e dowt & bdypl},r.

iL is estinabed trab we would need
some of all tﬁe Tor.s wiien you sent e, waich 1nelud¢d*

Arpiiecation for Examination for Ilnitial ue*‘tiricabe
initial vertificete




AR LURTLGCIUNER OF Ul dl AT
_ | Iris file will, & tning, expl-in itseifl.
Li ; 1 - - l.
AR il This mornise I orans op Faxsll, the Siate mlr;lt‘,:_?,_'
o nipineer, znd ~r Teller, tLiue naer uecrebnr” for mlue
. nnﬁ d;sc'sseﬂ tiie mattey wita Lhe; As 0 resurb, &
T foraai avuiiesiion is Lo be sudad Lbeﬁ Lo you, Lieal our
w & hese wiooatitne fBRwwoen
tor 2 ue;urtugnt 5! ou]& do bhese roubtlse eXani Aty ]
,mlu Jesire Lo work al the austiraiisn diue -soesios td.,
thenoon sorie. ‘ . R Ay DN et e
- . - . In order tuft these men sicuid be fully eivered
- waieyr tae Jine Sorkers eiliel Act, our exsminations
L = wonld heve Lo confora to bLanse &b rresenl piven ab anl-
: G2 & Q I R
- sooriie oy tvae Cosrconweazlln wawerabory.
- it will e noted thal at Aalgoorlie the fee
i for ealth edeinnLion, whien 48 nayadie oy Lhe san, 4s
-t 30/ 64. ais fee ie vers douw For iLhe service rendered,
1"c¢udldﬁ 8:F A-TRY X% ;;qﬂaion, pud ia view of the extreue
: mBiic Aen}in Luportziee of tne conlrol of siilcosis,
L astestosis and tuberculosis in mj-:eTs, you wight consider

tha t%xs 1s thie responsiviiity of las thﬂrtmcnt.
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Mave apnrose:ed WLs denartusnt
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Preziv coinn e owenl at dbbenodn
it gagn 2 Lwege con ooblhing o
o Lol oo

ab Aeluzoorl

L'b P.I

Stote WHnime “nuincer, s
_nther,

it dn ymderstood that lir

wrd f.le
i owould be nieng
me now 4o
-~

setnils
eshnny .
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of Lnr ormiicoa
: oL e erawrs Lon
e verT ekl 2 would Like
the am. ag yours, ang taerefore
anpreciasted.
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girsct,
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i1,

T Lite rempect vint

ooy telor Lo
NI . it i cesired
certificate equivaiont

et is cnvaen by Lhe Lomtdrrenili Lahoratory
1e

¥orzall, the
n he you oo this

et 1 o coted il

atdans Lhsl mRps e
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sincereiyv,
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Trvees> AUSTRALIAN BLUE ASBESTOS LIMITED

18 WILLIAM STREET I
?ERTI'* o - P T T P Y TR U

' qe J < . G.P.0, ROX NQ, 96d {2
ﬁ’::rt:c:a:f :et.‘f. . WESTERN ASISTRALIA . . THLEPHONE 82236

nr.L.Henzell, '
- Dirsctor of fuberculosis Branch,. =

b IR S P
Public Health Deparinent, : . '

Marray Street, bast, '

PERTL. W4,

bear Sir,

T wish to confirm our comversation of 11th inst.,
when w2 requested that wyou would e goocd enough Lo make vha
necessary msdicel examinstion of euployess of this Cospany,
vrior to their proceeding to Witltenoom Gorge.

-+

* .4

It is desired Lo obtain m certificete equivalent
to that given by the Co:mamnwbaltn Laboratorios ab Kalgoorlie.

4

Lot

After our interview, & visit was paid te the Stats

Eiininb Enrlnaer M, Toxall, who advised, that he had already
vritten o the Cmmmn*aalﬁh Laborsbavies asking thew 0 _
advise you of ihe nocessary detalls requirsd. _ 2 N

LeArrrrs -..( N,

A certimicate along the Yines suggested from the
Comrpnrealln Leboratories .."ouj,ﬁ e accontanle to the Deparimen
of IGnavs. finy ¢ost lhvelved are Vo be the reepcn¢1hi13.1:y o
the emrloy2es.

£3 yeauested, the Iollowing s tiie fexl of the Jetia
received by us from our iine iensger at Wittenoom -

wEENICAL,.  Emeloyvecss bafore engagement are required to
be ezarined and nave a medical certificate 2g sot out in tho
terms oFf the Hine Vorkers Reliel Act. At the moment the grest

a mzjority of our employees engtged in Perth obbein a provicions
: ocrtiﬁic te permisezble under tie Ifins Ragulations feb. It is
undersgtood that Tull examinoevisns are possible ab the Pertsn
Public Hosnital which will give zrn employee a certilicstae
to  comsly with the Relis? ieb., Please visit Perth Pudlic
Hospitel &nd Tind oul 17 $ils 15 possible &nd 1€ there is

anybhing to zrevaenst lebow that you engugs bzing sent vo the
baspited nrior ©o cominy here.

. Oliver, of ke ASLUL iz telins the mobier up wilth
the Ztato lining .“?;n;-.;lner.ar ans will g;rc,)'ibly czll on You in ‘}"-
ressect shortls, RLs 2im iz o Tmneilitate an emploves havin
thae sane medicnl Servics 05 one 2ngiasd In the mwineg 8% Kol »'
onrlie of & similar cost, Vis.1R/84. Ve comoemr with this eiw

42 4

C?‘

Thoomting vou in aubicinztion.




Lile GAM:HR COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

‘Ifau;bﬂons No., B a4

COMMONWEALTH DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
YELCGRaPKIG ASOAKESS : ' 80X M 70
TOURBANTINE T PLAYR . .
G PR.C. PERTH

IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

22T 78 e, 1 68h February,.. 19 Lé.
: Pr. A. K. Xingsbury, ACRE)
*  Department of Public Health, . . f\i‘ T i
. B7 Murpay Street, \j e
- : ; PERTH, W, 4, ECEIER <L S
v ' ?.
Dear Dr. Kingsbuxry, \X’
= | 2 Asbesbos Mining:
— 4 Referring %o your letter 1143/1d of
i3th February, the Mobile X-rey Unit examined the workers
E at Wittenoom Gorge area last year, andwill prob&b:ly 4o 8o
. - egain in 19&9.
!' m“ : o The minlng aress to be vislited by the
y Unit are deeiﬁed by the Mines.Department, and I understend
- — that Wittenocom Gorge will be included in the usuel visits
e ¥arble Bar and Yilpgarn areas every second yesar.
- R
B

Yours faithmiyA

t':: wat . ’ (G. .ﬁ. mY
. ‘ Sexxlor Commonwealth !&eaieal Officer
Western Australia

"’T‘%’ \ ,/-.t..@ -k{l{\! ) . ) . ) ‘ { ’ _ R
. ’ ‘\, N | "
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136h Febrespanids

D G ,,iu“ra?,
Senlor Gorrwnvealth Hedical Officer (¥ Ae)

Dear Dr. Mareey,”

' in t;he Vittonpoom Gorrne nrea ar
by your stalf,

. P uo
N R I 2 ¢ 4
3 PR NN Y
i ——_ T AL AL Ty

Aebertos winingd Wittenoom Coroe.

oy L aek 47 *hc vorkers in the sobeptos denssite

¢ being p¢r10 dicaliy ¢xenined

Yours faithfaliy,

{A. Neave Kingsbury)
ACTC, CONLISBIOH R OF PUBLIC HIALTIL.
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HE S amEn OF PPULIC HES TUH:

- Aeoar v e

The Tuberculisisg Brawnch 1S intcrezted in industxisl
aisengeathat produce chianges in ibe lungs. These conditlons are
‘e pneumoconioges, oif which the commoneat is salicosgs.

E .

2
oIy 53

y

Asbestos is mined at «ittenoom Goz ge and’ 1t is
not hnown «hebner the supervision ¢f the noglith of_dke men ... _

e would come under theflaboratcery, & lthough this.is presuwmably
i ..E.{ ) the cose. Commonsealth .
ST in the mitrepelitan ares this agbegton is used in
the mopufoceture of $ibrolite for buildingg purposes, &% the
R aresent, the wvorkers ir this irvdusiry sre not subjected ftc any
- medJGul exa:sination, slithounn 3t i3 intevded 10 give them enrly
{j_“‘ -y2y examinstion shen the ¢linic iy opened at Ufthedral Holl.

: Your dttention is drawn t¢ the report of 27ih Janwiry:,

- 1948, frem the Jircetor ¢f the Government Chemicul Taboratories
on some specimens 0f asbestos powder crushed by the Lddland
ining Co. Wncatshed | Dassendean.
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FE e Linles :denzell.

I Jirector, Tuberealouls dDranth.

T JEVEE

i 4rd February, 1948, :
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