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& Commerce Secretary Maicolm Baldridge says he is “cautiously
onlimistic’ an agresmant can be reached with tha Eurapean govarnmenis
accused of lllagaliy subsidizing steel exports to the United States. **I think
the Europsans do wani to sattle thase cases as well as the Americans,”
he said. The Commerce Deparimant’s preliminary ruling last week found
1hat niné countries, Inciuding seven in the Common Market, unfairly subsk
dized ateel 82ports to the United States. As aresult, U.S. importers must
postcash Sonds equal 1o the estimated subsidy on the ateel entering the
Uriled States.

o The Virginia Electric & Powar Co. announces sarnings of 70.1 cants a
share on common stocmk for the first tive months of 1982, a 35 percent
increass compared to the same five-month period ot 1981. The ulility
reperted net income of $100_7 million lor the first five months of 1962 on
operating revenues of $855.7 miilion.

u Vinyl ficor tiles containing asbestos are a previously unrecognized
source of 2Ir0orNe asbestos finers, a cause of cripping respiratory disease
and iung cancer, researchers say. In a report pubdlished in Science maga-
ine, French resaarchers say they have the lirst evidence that worn Hoor
tiles can significantly conribute 1o the amouni of asbestos people take into
e iung .

u A smali.band of steeiworkers raflied against contract concessions
Fricay as union ieaders met to consider the faltaring steel ingustry's
fuQuesl to negotiate lower wage costs More than 500 local union presi-
Ienli metin a private session convened Ly United Steelworkers President
Lioyd McBride at a hotel across the street from the headguarters of U.S.
Stea Corp. in Pritsburgh,
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iiesearchers say tiles asbestos source

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vinyl floor tiles containing as-
bestos are a previously unrecognized source of airborne
asbestos fibers, a cause of crippling respiratory disease
and lung cancer, researchers reported Friday. Ina report
published in Science magazine, Frénch rescarchers say
they have the first evidence that worn floor tiles can signi-
fiantly contribute to the amount of asbestos people take
into their lungs. Inhaled asbestos causes chronic lung dis-
eases thal impair breathing and can lead to lung cancer
decades aflter the initial exposure, scientists say. Enviren-
mental health specialists have concentrated on defecting
and neulralizing asbestos insulation and [lire-retardant
materials sprayed on ceilings without paying much atten-
tion to fNooring, the researchers said.
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‘Researchers say

floor tiles may be
asbestos source

WASHINGTON (AP} — Viny! floor tiles contain-
ing asbestos are a previously unrecognized source
of airborne asbestos fibers, a cause of crippling
respiratory disease and lung cancer, researchers
reporied Friday.

n a report published in Science magazine,
French tesearchers say Lhey have Lhe first evidence
that womn floor Liles can significantly contribute Lo
the amount of asbestos people take into their lungs.

Inhaled asbestos causes chronic lung diseases
that impair breathing and ¢an lead to lung cancer
decades after the initial exposure, scienlists say,

Environmental health specialists have concen-
traled on detecting and neutralizing asbestos insula-
tion and fire-retardant materials sprayed on
cetlings withoul paying much atlention to flovring,
the researchers said,

*The weathering of asbestos flooring under nor-
mal use patlerns can yield concentrations ol.indoor
airborne asbestos similar to these measured in
sprayed buildings, which are the subject of much
concern,”’ said the report.

The researchers pointed out that in the United
States, France and other countries conterned about
asbestos pollution, moniloring programs are not du-
signed to check for asbestos (iooring.

he researchers, P. Sebastien, J. Bignon and M.
Martin, of the Oftice of Sanitztion and Secial Affairs
of Paris and other Institutiors, said they discovered
the flooring problems while examining an olfice
building 12 miles south of Paris.

The 10-year-old building, occupied by an engineer-
ing cempany, has cetlings sprayed with an ashestos-
containing material. While the ceiiings were fournd
lo contain only an asbestos fiber calied crocidolite,
air samples also showed the presence of another
liber called chrysotile.

This surprising finding put the scientists on 2
search for the source of the chrysotile fibers and,
through Lhe process of elimination, they worked
down to the Noors,

**The only material in the bullding that was found
Lo contain chrysotile libers was Lhe vinyl Door Lile,”
said the report, *“We concluded that the short chry-
sotile Tibers present in the air of the huilding had
escaped from the vinyl matrix of the floor Liles.™

Highest concenirations of fibers were found in
floor areas were there was the most tralfic and in
places where the tilc was scraped or broken, i ,,
noled. '
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Asbestos problem foundintiles
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TResearchers say some vinyl floors
are a source of airborne asbestos

By Warren E, Leary

Ave saied Press .

WASHINGTON — Vinyl floor tiles
cuniaining asbestos are a previously
unrecognized source of airborne
asbestos fibers, a vause of respiratury
discase and lung cancer, rescarchers
reported yesterday.

In a report published in Scicnce
magazine, French researchers say
they have the first evidence that
worn floor tiles cap signiftanily cun-
tribute 10 the amount of asbestos
penple take into their lunys.

Inhaled asbestos causes chrunic
Jung diseases that impair breathing
and can lead w lung cancer decadus
after the initial exposure, scientists
5a¥.

Environmental healin specialisis

have concentrated on dutecting and
neutralizing asbestos insufation and
fire-rciardont materials sprayed on
ceilings without paying mtch aticu.
1ion 10 Nouring. the researchers said.

“The weathering ol asbestos oor-
ing under normal use patierns can
yicld concentrations of indour awr-
bornc ashestos similar 1o thuse mea-
sured in sprayed buildings, which
are the subject of much concern.”
said the report.

The rescarcliers, P. Scbasien, J.
Bignon and M. Martin, of the Office
of Sanitation and Social Affairs of
Paris and other institutions, said
they had discovered the (luoning
prublems while examining an olhce
building 12 milus south of Paris.

‘The ID;year-n!d bailding, occupied

by an cngineering company, has ceil-
ings sprayed with an ssbesios<on-
taining matenizl. Whate the ceilings
were tound to comoin only ah asbes-
tos tiber called crocidolnte, air sam-
pits also showed the presence of
anather fiber catied chrysotile,

This surprising finding put the
scicntisls on a search for the source
of the chirysotile fibers, and 1he pro-
cuss of clhimination ld them 10 the
Nuors.

“The only material in the building
izt was found to eontarn chrysotile
faibers wus the vinyl [oar tile,” said
the report. Highest concentraions of
fiburs were fuund in (loor arcas were
tt:cre was the most traffic and in
places where the tile was scrapad or
breken, it noted.
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lTiles May Release Asbestos Fihers

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vinyl floor liles containing
asbestos are a previously unrecognized source of airborne -
asbestos fibers, a cause of crippling respiratory disease
and lupg cancer, researchers reported yesterday.

In a report published in Science magazine, French
researchers say they have the first cvidence that worn
ficor liles can signifiantly contribute to the amount of
asbestos people take into their lungs. Inhaled asbestos
causes chroni¢ lung diseases that impair breathing and can
lead to lung cancer decades aiter lhe initial exposure,
scientists say,

Environmental health specialists have concentrated on
detecting and neulralizing asbestos insulation and [ire-
retardant materials sprayed on ceilings without paying
much attention to fleoring, the researchers said.

The researchers, P. Sebastien, J. Bignon and M. Martin,
of the Office of Sanitation and Social Affairs of Paris and
other institutions, said they discovered the flooring prob-
lems while examining an office building 12 miles south of
Paris. The 10-year-old building has ce¢ilings sprayed with
an asbestos-containing material. While the cetlings were
found to conlain oniy an asbestos fiber called crocidolite,
air samples also showed the presence of another fiber
calicd chrysotile,

“The only material in the building that was found to
contain chrysotile fibers was the vinyl floor tile,” gaid the
report. “We concluded that the short chrysotile (ibers
present in the air of the building had escaped from the
vinyl matrix of the floor tiles,*
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Old viny} floors moy leak asbestos

\_VAS}IINGTON (AP) — French
’rt-aenrchers_ say they have found
'_he firs{ evidence that worn vinyl
0 tile containing asbestos can
release asbestos fibers inta the air
i0 cause crippling respiratory dis-

cn_.:_:;l and ung cancer,
_The report by P, Sehastien J
J . 8 shen, J.
B’Ig'l_!t)l'! and M. Martin of the Office
?'a;';.:mtnlmn émd Soc1at Affairs of
3 Was published Friday i
ence Mag:nfme. W }mfi.u in_Scn-
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Frenchh Research Report

Floor Tiles (ited as Source
Of Airborne Asbestos F 1bers

United Prew Intemational - -

Worn floor tiles containing asbes-
tos appear to be a source of airborne

ashestos fibers, & cause of lung can- -
cer, three French mearchers re-

ported yesterday.
They said in the June 25 issue of
- .Science magazine that if - further

. stydies confirm their’ findings, the -

use of ashestos flooring “could be-
come an important enwronmental is-
sue.”

Inhalation of asbestos f berl bas
bren blamed for telatively. large
numbers of cancer cases among as-
beatcs workers.

The French researchers found the.

asbestos fibers in the air of an office
building 12 miles south of Paris. The
ceiling had been sprayed with asbes-
tos-containing materiais 10 years
. earief pnd it was for that reason
that the study was conducted.

Fibers from the cellmg were
found, as expected, in air being dr-;
culated through the structure. But:
the report said, “An additional andv
unexpected source of asbestos was'
discovered—the asbestos floor tiles.” :

The tiles were linked to the asbes-:
tos because two kinds of fibers were:
found in the air,. crocidolite and: -
chrysotile. The ceiling amuined,
only erocidolite. The chrysotilo-was
traced to the floor. : ,

Many of the tlles were wom and
damaged and the highest concentra~
tions of chrysotile fibers were found
on the floor whera, acnv:ty was the:
greatest.

The report said that-up to now,
flooring had not been considered 2
serious source of asbestos. It said
that flocting materials in 1976 rep-
resented ahbout 15 percent of the
total U.S. market for ashestos.
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