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LEAD INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION
Groybar Building, 420 Lexing’on Aveave
New Yok, N. Y.

Merch 21, 1933,

To Venbers of the lead Industries Association

CALEING LEAD SPECIPICATION

Oone of our mezbers has suggested the advisae-
bility of the Lead Inlustries Assoc{ation preparing
specifications for the use of weter departzenis sand watsr
coopenies in the purchase of gic lead for calking pure
poses, Tro2 tipe to time we havs also besn requested
by water corpanies and their cest-{ron pige suppliers
to furnieh recocmendations for a calking lead specifi-
cation, sll of which would {nd{ecate that s need for
such & specification exists,

A survey of the procedure of soms of the
larger cities in purchasing calking lesd reveals the
fact that the reGuirements in various cities 4iffer
greatly and {n wany csses call for lead unsatisfactory
for ¢slking purposes, Yor instance, t2e Pci:sral Govern-
ment Specification for Grade B lead, which is used for
calking, requires only 93 per cent pure lesd, and Chicesgo
requires 99 per cent lead, Obviously either § per cent
or 1 per cent of {mpurities euch as antimony, would makse
the lead unsuitadle for calking, Sowme cities {nclude
chenicsl lued in their specifications snd others do not,
In other words, there {s no uniforsity {n the specific~
ations of the iarger cities, some of the eprcifications
Yeing entirely too rigid and others too lax,

¥ith the requirements oi & good calking leed
in mind, we have prepared the enclosed tvo suggested
specifications which sight De used alternatively dy water
departoents anpd water coopanies, but which require virtu-
ally the same lead regardless of vhich of the two speci-
fi{cations !¢ selected, Ve are sudaitting tvwo suggested
specifications to permit those water cozpanies familiar
with thes to use A 8.T .M, specifications whereas others
wvay prefer 8 briefer rocozmendation, It {s felt that
either of these cgcciric;ttoao, if sdopted will protect
the {nterests of lead generslly bty cuntmhnc unsatis-
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{;ctory lead which pakes poor jofints and causes di{ssatis~

action with leed, It would also protect our zembders from

the compatiticn of poor lead sold at low prices,

¥e would like to have your opinion as to
(1) whetber you think the Associatfon whould adopt some
sort of & specification for calking lead and {2) your
criticiss of ths enclosed suggested specifications, IV
standard specifications are adopted by the sseociation
we will attempt to have thea accepted by the American
Vater Yorks Acsociation, but whether adopted by that
Association or not, ws will see that water departments
and other users of calking lead throughout the country
are thoroughly informed about our recosrendations,

Sincerely yours,

Gecretary,
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GPECIFICATIORS FOR PIG LEAD POR CALXING PURPOSES,

Specification A
_Pig lead for calking purposes shall meet the

spucifications of the American Bociety for Testing Me=
terials for pig lead (A.8.T.M, Designution B 29-23,

Page 94 of the 1930 Standards, Part 1) except that the .
lead may bde producad from secondary or reworked materisl,
previdald that {t me~t the A.83,T.¥. lpe:!tiettloni {in all
other respects,

The A8,7.¥, specifications estadlish the 1imit
of {mpurit{es, the methods of sampling and analysis,
pethod of marking piga for the identification of the pre-
ducer and the grele and pethod of settling claims,
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Epeeification B

Pig lead for calking purposes shall contain not
less than 99,7 per cent pure lead., Ispurities shall not
excesd the folloving limits: ¢

Arsenie, Antimony and Tin together 0.015 per cont
Copper c.08 * °
Zine 0.002 ¢ .
Iron 0.005 * *
Biszuth 0.26 b b
Sillvep 0,016 * .

The producer's nase or brand shall bde clearly

east upon eaeh pig,

Lend shall bBe of wniform softnrss and casily

cslked or 4riven,

N 3432.01




