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October 27, 1955

Robert A. Kehoe, M.D., Director 
Kettering Laboratory 
University of Cincinnati 
Eden Avenue 
Cincinnati 19, Ohio
Dear Bob:

Thank you very much for your delightfully proliferative and 
most interesting letter of October 21st. The attitudes expressed 
in your postscripts strike me as wholly reasonable and in no way 
"snooty,M and the only reason that I wrote as I did to Frank was 
that he had given the cost of publication as the reason for not 
making the proceedings available in printed form.

While I do think that, carefully edited, much benefit could 
derive from a judicious distribution of the proceedings, the only 
paper that I now have a particular eye on is that of Jim Hammond, 
and I assume that you would have no objection to his letting me 
have a copy if he himself if willing.

I had not known that your Laboratory does the pathology and 
toxicology for the Hamilton County Coroner and am simply delighted 
to hear it. I

I have had an amusing time over that request of Lloyd Hamlin's 
and will tell you something of it when I see you.



O ctober 21, 1955 M r. M anfred Bowditch -  (2) - O ctober 21, 1955
It is  unfortunate that ao lit t le  is  ava ilab le , by way of "before and after"

situation in the lead tra d e s . In g en era l, how ever, 
Safety6611 loathe to r e lea se  such photographs, which  

too concerned to get the job done to provide
*«eoj^}tifi|r<!&5f k v fc w is it iv e  3.
New York City 17
D ear Manfred:
A s you m ay have su sp ected  from  the fact that the infant, David M arler, 
w as in the C hildren'3 H ospital in Cincinnati, and that the inform ation  
concerning the cau se  of the ch ild 's death cam e cut of the Ham ilton County 
C oroner's o ffice , the report of the cause of h is death is  tru e. I have no 
b rie f for the m anner of the new spaper reporting, but obviously  the coron er's  
acts are  open to p r e ss  rep ortin g . (You probably know that th is la b o r a to r y  
does the pathologic and tox ico log ic  work of the Coroner of H am ilton County, 
via  an agreem en t betw een the U n iversity  and the County o ff ic ia ls , through 
certa in  sta ff m em b ers as deputies to the C oroner, equivalent to the M edical 
E xam inersh ip  of certa in  eastern  counties or c i t ie s .)
The child died on the day of ad m ission  to the C hildren's H ospital, having 
had convu lsions and other ev id ences of encephalopathy. There are  som e  
dodli about the d iagn osis because of the ex isten ce  of a m inor ep id em ic o f 
v ira l encephalitis in the v icin ity  o f h is hom e, but the n ecrop sy  and an alysis  
of the t is s u e s  reso lv ed  the doubt. The liv e r , kidney and verteb ra  contained, 
r esp e c tiv e ly  5 .5 ,  8 .0  and S.O m g. of lead  per 100 g r a m s. (The brain was 
not section ed  at on ce , and although its  an a lysis would provide ua with another 
in terestin g  datum, th is is  not required  for purposes of d ia g n o s is .)  There 
is  su ffic ien t ev id en ce o f an im m ed iately  dangerous le v e l o f recen t absorption , 
and the negative ev id en ce , o th erw ise , se ttle s  the is su e  for  a ll p ra ctica l 
p u rp oses .

P . S. I have a note fro m  Joe C ostello  of Ethyl Corporation (en closin g  your  
le t te r  and copy of L loyd H am lin 's req u est for photographs.) I undertook som e  
tim e ago to obtain a sy stem a tic  coverage of typ ical procedures in the 
m anufacture o f tetraeth y l lea d . The job has not been  com pleted , for  a number 
of rea so n s, but if  the photographs w ere  ava ilab le , they would be of little  value  
to H am lin, b ecau se  of the unusual ch aracter  of the plants and the exposure.

S in cerely  you rs.

Robert A . Kehoe, M. D ,
RAK ef



I t  is  u n fo r tu n a te  th a t  so  l i t t l e  is  a v a i la b le ,  b y  w ay  of " b e fo re  a n d  a f t e r "  
p h o to g ra p h s  o f h a z a rd o u s  s i tu a t io n  in  th e  le a d  t r a d e s .  In g e n e r a l ,  h o w e v e r  
in d u s t r ia l  m a n a g e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  lo a th e  to  r e l e a s e  s u c h  p h o to g ra p h s ,  w hile 
in d u s t r i a l  h y g ie n is ts  h a v e  b e e n  to o  c o n c e rn e d  to  g e t  th e  jo b  d one to  p ro v id e  
r e c o r d s  o f t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

r  . a . k .

P , P . o . F rank P r in c i has shown m e your le tte r  o f O ctober 10 on the m atter  
of publishing the proceedings o f the cou rse  on lea d , I do not w ish  tobe 
g r a c e le s s  in  m y resp on se  to your generous in stin c ts , but two con sid eration s  
lea d  m e to an unfavorable attitude toward such publication on any other than 
a sm a ll s c a le , and under any outside sponsorsh ip .
1, I w ish  to con sid er  the m ater ia l that com es out of the co u rse  quite c r it ic a lly  
b efore re lea s in g  it , I exp ect it to be quite sa tisfa cto ry  in the setting of a 
co u rse  which undertakes to cover  certa in  p ractica l m a tters , but it cannot 
p o ssib ly  cov er  and docum ent the subject o th erw ise , T h erefore, the m ater ia l 
provided in  printed or m im eographed form  should, I think, be lim ited  str ic tly  
to the p erson s who attend the c o u rse . We are  not attem pting, by th is m ean s, 
to reach  a la rg er  au d ien ce.
Z . .because of the d irect origin  of the d iscu ss io n s in  a post-grad u ate cou rse  of 
th is sch ool, resp o n sib ility  for  it  should be confined s tr ic tly  to the U n iversity  

o f  C incinnati. This 1 3  not being "snooty" v is a via your organ ization  or industry  
or any other organ ization . Rather it is  m y p olicy  to have the U n iversity  shoulder 
its  own r e sp o n s ib ilit ie s . A s a part of that policy , I b e lieve  that th ese  co u rses  
should pay th eir  own way, including the expense of providing the textual 
m a ter ia ls  that go along with them ,

R . A . K.


