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GLENN PAULSON: If the city took a leading role perkaps in
this particular project, as another one that I've been interested
in for some time where the city also seems to be moving fastest
ani first ond that's the guestion, which is in the news right
Dow of cutting down on the smount of asbes+os added to the city's
air by coatlrolling the scraying of asbestos insulation ot the
World Trade Center and other buildings.

We're taking this program in the middle of the hearings
on the new proposed requlatioms., which I understand it is the
firat time that any city agency in the United States proposed
such regulations. I'd .ike t0 open for comments to anybody who'd
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of view as a fiomiwmt, it is very significant that a step is being
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taken not after damage which has been shown to the comunity,

clear cut damage, althouch the medical history,as reqular listeners
to this program know in asbestos workers ias reaily disastrous.

One out of two asbestos workers will die of lung cancer due to

aspestos exposure in the Uuited States.

CFWICES 4 MEW YORK * DETROIT ¢ LOS AMGELES * WABWNGTON B € * BAN FRANCIBCD * NEW ENGLaND * Coruce O

7/



g

-2=-

But rather it's rally a preventive step. We do not know
any clear cut way, whether the several hundred tons of asbestos
added to the city's air if there was no control, would in the long
run actually take any toll on health.

We do know enough to be of course cancerned and cautious from
£hs zoigneifis naint of view. but rather than wait until the
gvide.nce is in that the community who breaths in the air might
;uffer. steps are being taken to not give them the chance to
become human guinea pigs.

This type of preventive approach to a problem is the sort
tgat must happen on all environmental issuce, of course, and is
unfortunately all tos rare znd the more common condition is waiting
unt1Y &%= A~ thet it comes in. Twenty yecars later, like DDT.

Or forty years later like asbstos workers.

I wonder if anybody here has any other specific pet problems
that they know of they'ad like vto see a similar approach adopted
in the caty - dealing with a city preblem.

DEn XENT: I think maybe we comment a little hit on the
@esi<stos Tathor than running away from it. The hearings were goiuy
on, in fact today we did have a member of the E.A.C. A person who
was on the program I believe the last program you had.~ Peter Gr;niss
was - unfortunately he couldn't attend tonight, because hc's
trying to looby for the Bax Associaticn 4o have them genAd a letter
to President Kixon condemaing his move into Caxmbodia and - here's
the faction who'd like to send a letter of support to Nixun.

He felt his effort weuld be very spent. But I know he did have -

he did go to these hearings and I know that there are otherx
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community groups that attend these hearings, speaking out in

favor of imposing restrictions vhich you mentioned on the use

of asbestos,

KAREN DUMONT: I think that - it is not necessary for us
to wait forty years to find out what happenc with asbestos,
because it's hsppend with so many other diseases that are -
that would e simiiac i Dpature.
evss in coal miners, in textile workers and sc forth is such,
that w= don't have to wait aromd again for something else to
happen.

Maybe we are learning.
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