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Cleveland ’ Adpril 1, 1547
X. E. Ven Btone

Chexlcal nchn

I hand you berewith two eoples of the
higtory of tiw Sherwin-Willians manufacture of chemiocals as
requested by the History Committes, Ino. in their letter eof
Octoder 24, 1945, You will remember at that time they asked
for 5,000 to 6,000 words eovering this phase of the lh-ma-
Tllians Cc-puv'c business.

In compiling tiis paper, I bawve used
data gathered over the years from various sourves inoluding
Measru. Kay, Doty, yourself, Holton, Scmmervills, Van Cleve
and maxy others in an endeavor to compile tlhwse fasts in o
readabls paper,

I am gratified that you reeently law
read oOver nnﬂ approved a rough copy. The present draft 4z a
oopy of what you last saw with a few very minor shanges.

I am sending sopy of this also to Nesars,
8tendel, Yan Cleve, Holtm and Miller, If you feel it would
be wall for me ¢o send this to others, please lot »e know, X
trust this paper will be found acoeptable ¢o Mr, W. J, NBals .
of the History Committes,
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THRE SERRWINeWILLIAMS COMPANY

Tor 80 yvary the Zberwin-Williaze Coupany has been serving the

bublie with Paints, Vernishes, lesquers, Insestioides, Chemiocals, ete,, of

" the highest quality,

In July, 1866, Benry A. Sherwin, then s young man 24 years old,
joined in partnerskip with Truwms Dunham selling White lead, Linseed 011, Colors,

" Brushes, Glass, ete, Then wery ttle vady-nixed or prepared paint was offered

-on the mrkes, Mixing paint sultadle for the job was pructioced énly by pro-

fesaional painters. ) .

D. R, Averill of Newdurg, & sudurb of Cleveland, in 1867 inveated
& resdy-mized paint which would mot settle in the package, Averill's patentsd
paimt 414 not settle, but unfortunsbely, he 41d ot use materials which would
sover or wear wll and Sherwin would have nothing to do with resdy-mixed palnt
of this kind, However, realising the possibilities of the prepared palnt busi-
ness, he voneluded §s leave his partuership with frunan Dunham and go into the

. manufasture of paints of kigh quality. .

' In 1870 he was joined by Edward P. Williaxs who had been part owner
of & glass menufasturing oawpany selling glass to Trwmn Dunham & Co. Sherwine
and Willicns beeams partnars under the mams of Sherwin-Williams azd Company,
starting with s modest sapital of §2,000, In 1834 this partnership beceme The
mm.--nuu- Ocmperty whieh has now developed into the great ocmpany with &
eapital and mxu of over 60 mlltons, - ,

' . b partoers semn developed plans to make paint and in 1873 dought
from The Standard ou Company an old cne-story eocper shop on the site of the

. present Cleweland plant. '
. Thelir first paint-making mao!inery eonsisted of one vuoend-h‘nd
Ptooe xill snd o putty ehaser, Thureugh sussessive plowing profits back into the
business and bringing im addivional espital, the manufeoturing facilities now
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: :.. hrough fastories at two differest points = warehousee in 42 sities,

P S

375 brenabes and dealers in every large eity in the United Btates. . . ... .ewe
fo more definitely eantrol the quality ef ingredients used in paints

offered te the pudlis, the Company entered into t& manufacture of um\ud oil,

white lead, lsaded sins, lithopans and pynthetis resins, These developments were

wnder the gensrnl management af Mr. George A, Martin, thea Manager of Auxiliaries

and who, in 1922'."50«- Presidsat. 7The present manufusture of white pigmente

and linseed oil ismnsged by Mr. 8. B, Coodidge.

The mmufasture of Carbemate of W n; undertaken in 1510, A
large plaxt for produsing 014 Duseh Process White lead was erested msking all of
the earbanate of lead used in the Company's paint products and White lesd 4in 041
supplied o the deslsr trade, This plant proved very succeseful and in 1920 a
Quisk~Prooess Plact was ereeted. This prooess has now extirely displaced the
slow 014 Dubeh Process. 4lso, a plant for the mamufacture of Red lead and Lithe
arge was added.,

leaded Zine

As the exberior houu paiznt xade by the oompany used large tonuage
of Oarbonate of Lesd uld Zine Ozide or Leaded Zino, it was decided to enter into
the manufasture of leaded Zine.

In 1904 ¢he Company bought the 0 & G Zino Oxide Company of Jép;m,

Mo, Thic epsvation was later moved to Coffeyville, Kans,., largely because of

1

the advantageous supply of Naturul gas, It was re-organized under ths naxe of i
Gsark Nining end fmelting Gampamy in 1906,

Mmny sdditions and izmprovemsnts have been made to keep paoe with re-

e

v

finements Iﬂ‘mlnl and insreased demand, lsaded Zins contalnaing differ-
en$ proportiems of lead Sulphate and 2ins Oxide are supplied to all 3-W Plants

e e

as well a8 to other sonsumers,
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Lithopone
"%e supply ¥he emormous quantity of Lithepane required fer flat wall

.J o~ e
S » ﬁ
Hie o '75..‘..“'-””“. and other similar. m‘ lhrdn-ﬁ.lum _Company sstablished s Idtho-

A L Y

e pane Plazk ia Chieege in 1917, Wls produood a very fiis product uhiubly oultes
to the exasting requiremsnts of high-grede interior wall paints. Cantinued in-
ersase in the demand fo.r J4ehepone le@ exseeded the capasity of the Chisage
Flant and & new plant was ervsted st Coffeyville in 1931, The sizs sulphate
o.eutat of Lithopone alse seuld be scaveniently ecnsolidated with the other aine
operstiens at that time, |

| | Linseed 011
In addision o the chemisal produsts mentionsd, the Compsny also
has deveted miak atbention to the mamufeeture and trestment of linseed oil. In
1902 a plant 4¢ erush fisx seed was erected in Cleveland, equipped with kydraulie
presses, later, a mmber of serew presses were sdded, ‘Beyond the produstien
(Y 4 hrg; Muu of ruw linseed ¢il, many refined ud treated oils are pro-
Gumed. 1bows 10 years ago when wung mt o1l besans 80 d1ff10.1¢ 40 proeurs be-

eause of the thnisq-hpcnn treubles, Ehervin-Wlliams Company was in the fore-
frout delkydrating saster cil as a substituse for tung oil in many varnishes.
This das been se mn{‘d 4hat it has greatly redused the eccasumption of tung
mous»mumu. : |
¥ tb Jresexs ﬁn, a solvent extrastion plant for the productlen
of uuod. mr. sad seys bdesn olls 18 being ervoted,
Synthetis Resins

" the Sherwin-Williams Company began the develepment of synthetie
veains {a 1928 ot Cloveland and by 1932 were making & substantisl quantity for
use in the veruishes and enansls prodused in their many paint and varnish ‘phnt-_.
Maviag sutgromn fasilities in Cleveland in 1933, the produstion of synthetie
resins was eddad sb Chieage, Ocnstrustio: of other plants is under wy a¢ Oak= !

Sl Y TSP
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.-V/ ‘ uumsmm The ca-p-qnn-u:.maaauunrsmu
«t?éi,m $a4 hamalin restas ed Tumisies £o7 See 13 Yoo sy patte and esamels
oﬂon‘ t- th bdn -d muu-m trade. Alse, o cmucn.bh quantity of
mnvunuhc sad Mhl are nu 40 sther smsomrs,
. ‘The lmlo-ui ot mbh-ﬁ.l resins was supervised tm ths bee
u.-.u‘ ulllr)r. de Ve lmmuwry reocantly whan he tnuhrudhh atten~
ﬁnhnnmhhouctoh swaoseded by J. Ao Arvia,

huhotuynhn. intermedistes, pigmnts and resins is

" sanaged ¥y 5o X Van Cleve whoss effice is o4 Xow York with Distriet Wanegirs
* at Cleveland, Chieage snd Saa Fransises,

y Lasquers

Sharily afeer the eless of WorM ﬁr I the Company undertook the
-m 4 u\mnﬂon hquu whieh were begimning 4o be used by the
m-nuu m Intensive veseareh developed e superior produst under the
name d Opox h 1922, This femd mueh favor for sutomobiles, fumiture, air-
arafy ond sany metal produsse, '

The denand grow nyuly nd in 1926 a eomplete plant devoted ex-
nuiwly TR ) -u:h&un of laequers was erveted at Chieago and the pro-
dustion of l.u\ur nhmh s nlu undertaken at the Company's plants in mny
other sitics, lh L & l' Yoz M ws the astive cup-rtnhnuzt ot thi- depart-
mact for —qi’snn ater susesedsd by Xr. 7. B, lang whe 1s now Supertntendent,

m ﬂﬂ.ﬂy of laequers = beth elear and pigmsnted, also under-
eoaters n‘ redosers were developed and are now being marksted, This represents
8 vory large preportian ef the protsstive and decorative ccatings sold by the
mm- Compaxny,
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e mm.a-mnn- Gw attained xu leading pum- iz ¢he

,Junt -and - Chsuleal Indusiry. shrough mu:m:rucm mmumw. ’

Er. Benry A. Shervin starting ia 1866 was the President ﬁ.hun.l Maneger wn=
+i1 1896, 1a that year he appoisted Mr. Walter X. Gettinghan us Genersl Maneger
after his suseessful mmnagement of the capuw'o Canadixa ‘hd.uu.

In 1909 Nr, Sherwin retired as Ohairms of the Mdmnﬁou
and Mr, Oottinghss was appointed %0 the Presidensy, M s e M wrilder,
building on the sound foundation 1ald down by the founders. )

| During lr, Cottinglan's adninistration the h(cmu was greatly ex=
panded until when be retired fruom the Presidensy and beeams Chalrman of the Beard
in 1922, tbe busisess had growa 40 & voluws 25 tizes as b 83 in 1096 when he
beocaxe the guiding fores. This gread expansion ineluded aequisition of the
Lewis Berger & Soms Lwd,, of london, England and the establislmeut of maomfar-
turing brenobes in gustralia and Bew Zealmé snd offiess and warehousas in many
other oities, thus greatly dsveloping the export business. Also, during that
period the Detroit White lead Works eand Martin-Sencur Co,, of Chisage were
brought into the Shmu-m organisation,

Ur, George A, Martin sucessded ss President in 1922 after & vide
experiense as manager «f the ssverul fuctories predusing Wiite lead, Lesded
Zino, Lnseed 011, s¥s., sad further dovelopment in the many :..;.a‘.. predusing

vun.hb, quw. stes Bs greatly sxpanded the muufesturing tumun
and was mwwum establishasnt of the plants hm, Ouday
Busnos Aires, Argentine; and 8a0 Paulo, Brusil.. He added 4¢ the Sherwin~Wllicns
organisstion tde businssses of Aems White lead and Color Cempazy of Debroly, |
Lowe Brothers Company st Daybon, Jokn Lusas Cowpany at Phlladslphis and the W, w.
lawrense Oompany of Pittsburgh. Mir. Martin was & greas laader, ;gmwé
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Page 19 | f
men and brought imto the organization many mesn whs &4re now %0p axseutives, Dure )
ing his sdniniskration the business \redled up to the tims he retired as Mp
»an of the Beard in Deeemder, 1940,

) - Be was suseseded ws Preeident by ir. Artimr N, Steulsl whe hl e
¢rom up in the ranks aad threogh & wide experiense anang wthar Suties dirested
tie sales of dres, lntermsdistes and dry eclers mad ehemieals. |

Under the guldanes of Kr. Sheudel, te mmuuq mmthl of
the Company have been greatly extended and now embruse 42 wareheuses, abouts 375
dranches in leading eitiee all ever the United lht.n and ewer 150,000 m-.u
ortlsts, Also, msny new produsts Imwe deen intredused !.nlaun‘ suth L{teus as
a scaplete 1ine of household peliches aad waxes = alse DDT inseet repellext 2,4-D
Tesd Killer and Bug Plaster. Alvady wder Nr, Steudel's adls management the | ;- -
business has inereased mrSﬂli.nu b beesme Presidet uxsno-m-'um
tohlmunu of The th-rvtn—lunun Coxpany approashes saou-mm-.

of the first m . ' N
Be guided the Musiness bzrtnc the diffieuls war p-rlcl 1941-45 -

supplying enormous Quantities of psum, varzishes, hoqmu, nnl s eanslder-

able m-bor of ohenicals for military use. Alse, the Oc-pw managed & -x-u

leadizg plany for the ‘War Departmemt,
m:mwtyctpodnm‘mnthd:uMlMothu‘c-

perienes and at the elose of 1945 there were over 13,000 smployees ot whom

1,020 tad completed 25 years 1a the Campany’s service. Since the begimming _

of the buua.l, 1,538 !'l_n'urnd for 25 ysars or longer, 55 scmplebed .50 P

years 4n the S;w. sarvios, 8 of shom are still aetive, : ‘
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