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Dear Dr. Kehoe:

This is a report of my investigation of the death o f* 

whose illness was diagnosed as lead poisoning and t he case of 

who has been informed by a Dr, Dresbach that he has  lead poisoning.

To make this report clearer and to prevent confusio n in reading, 

no attempt will be made to discuss or describe cond ition in the general

report but a separate case history of the man is at tached which is complete in 

itself. Also attached are copies of the following:

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

A statement made b y ^ B l ^ ^ ^ t o  W. A. Tippit of the Aet na Insurance 
Company and signed by him. .

A statement made by Bradley to Tippit.

A report by Dr. 0. S. Pyle of his examination of

Mr. W. R. Barnes’ report to us on JHM M P f e n d

A report by Dr. R. A. Adams of his examination o

A list of names and addresses of all companies and parties concerned 
together with appropriate comment showing their con nection to the cases,

On Wednesday morning, July 16, Mr. W. R. Barnes, our  Safety Engineer

-headquartering in Wichita Falls, Texas, telephoned this office. He advised us that 

late the previous afternoon, during a routine call at the Anderson-Prichard refin­

ery in Cyril, Oklahoma, to make a mixing installati on inspection, he had been 

informed by the superintendent of the death of one of their employees,

This man died last Sunday morning and, according to statements made fcy
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the attending physician, he had had lead poisoning.

We instructed Mr. Barnes to send us a report giving all the infor­

mation he had obtained. This was subsequently recei ved and a copy is attached. 

The facts as then known were communicated to Mr. Ka ley in New York by telephone

and to you in Cincinnati. "

I left by plane at lïOO P.M. on Wednesday for Oklaho ma City where I 

joined Mr. Barnes, who accompanied me during the in vestigation which followed and 

was present during the conversations which took pla ce.

We called Mr. L. H. Prichard, President of Anderson -Prichard Refining 

Corporation, and he advised us that while he knew i n a general way of the circum­

stances surrounding the case, only Mr. George H. Bu rruss, General Manager of 

Refineries, and J. C. Bradley, refinery superintend ent, knew all the details.

Mr. Burruss was then out of town and Mr. Prichard s uggested that we call Mr. Bradley 

at the refinery in Cyril and have M m  drive up to Ok lahoma City that night to see

us. This was not found necessary as we planned to b e in Cyril the following 

morning. We ceiled Mr. Bradley and made a nine o ’clo ck appointment for the 

following morning.

Mr. Prichard informed us that the Aetna Casualty Co mpany had made an 

investigation of the case for them and suggested th at we call on Mr. Ledbetter 

of the E. R. Ledbetter Insurance Company, Aetna Agen t. Mr. Ledbetter has written 

a policy for Anderson Prichard with the Aetna Casua lty Company. This is a stan­

dard policy covering employers' liability and workm en's condensation. While 

was sick and when it appeared that an attempt might  be made to make a 

condensation case out of it, Mr. W. C. Tippit, an i nvestigator for the claim 

department of the Aetna Casualty Company, checked i nto the matter. He secured 

statements from and copies of these are attached

hereto. Due to sudden death, the Aetna people are n o longer concerned

with the workmen’s compensation angle, and will not be involved unless a suit is 

filed against Anderson Prichard by the widow, in wh ich case the employers' 

liability policy will apply.
$004558" y-.-.-.- • -=
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■ = ; - lir. Ledbetter referred us to Mr. Ewing, he ad of the Aetna claim

department and the remainder of the afternoon was s pent in his office. Mr. 

Tippit was called in and they gave us all the infor mation which they had avail­

able.
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On Thursday morning we drove to Cyril where we inte rviewed Mr. 

Bradley. He gave us his story of the case and when the use of ̂ J p J | ^ i n  remov­

ing the eductor was brought to light, we pointed ou t that this was a violation of 

our regulations in that we were not notified and an  unapproved man was used.

He admitted he knew this but used as an excuse the fact that about a year ago he 

had called our Tulsa office when they wished to repl ace a broken gauge at the 

blending plant and had been informed that it was no t necessary to have our man 

make a special trip for this since the low pressure  gauge on the gasoline line 

and not a fluid line was involved. He felt that sin ce the eductor was also on 

the gasoline line, it was not necessary to call us.  He was quickly straightened 

out on this point and also on the question of using  men around the Ethyl plant 

who have not been approved by our Medical Departmen t. I do not anticipate that 

we will have any future violations of this kind at Cyril.

In discussing the case with Messrs. Ewing and Tippi t of Aetna and 

with Mr. Bradley, we pointed out that if parts kidne ys, liver, brain

and bone could be obtained, we would be glad to hav e our Medical Department 

make an analysis of them and this would definitely prove or disprove the presence 

of lead poisoning. All of these men agreed that in view of the widow's refusal 

to have a post mortem examination, it would be a se rious mistake to approach her 

to secure permission to obtain these specimens. And erson Prichard and the insur­

ance company have taken the attitude that the case is closed as far as they are 

concerned, since his death was in no way connected w ith his occupation or an 

accident sustained while on his job. They believe t hat for them to display fur­

ther interest would only agitate the situation and might cause her to file suit if 

she does not already intend to do so. This same rea soning would also apply to any 

attempt to secure some of the embalming fluid used by the funeral home. The
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Funeral Hone is closer to Mrs* to Anderson Prichard and they

would be sure to relay any information to her. Unde r the circumstances it was 

decided not to follow this angle any further.

Through a casual remark, our discussion with Bradle y brought out the 

fact that ̂ J p ^ p | d i d  not carry any company insurance  and when asked why he did 

not, Bradley stated he believed the insurance compa ny had refused to issue him a 

policy. He gave us the name of the company and the examining doctor who lived 

close by in Cement, Oklahoma. We called on this doc tor, W. L. Dixon, and it 

developed that he had also treated for syphilis. Hi s records gave us

the dates and kind of treatment but we found it nec essary to call on R. W. Dozier, 

agent for the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance C ompany in Oklahoma City to 

learn the reasons given by the company for the poli cy rejection.

By this time Mr. Burruss had returned to Oklahoma C ity and we were 

able to review the entire situation with him. We al so discussed the general 

attitude of several of the refinery workers and spe cifically,'

is a distant relative of and works

in the yard and on the loading rack at the Anderson  Prichard refinery. He apparent­

ly want with; m |  °n -̂-eas'*: one ^-s trips to see Dr. Dresbach, and as he 

was having headaches, asked the doctor to examine h im. Dresbach reportedly said,

"If you work at the Anderson Prichard refinery you u ndoubtedly have lead poisoning, 

too." Dresbach examined and diagnosed the case as l ead poisoning. He

started to treat him but details of this treatment have not been determined.

Howard did not report this to his company but discu ssed it freely at the plant.

He did not take any time off because of this suppos ed illness.

Mr. Bradley heard rumors that another of the men at  the plant besides 

had lead poisoning and, through the grapevine, foun d out who it was. He 

immediately communicated this fact to the Aetna peo ple and they h a d ^ ^ | ^ ^  come 

to Oklahoma City on Wednesday, the day I was there,  for a medical examination.

This examination was made by Dr. R. H. Adams who fou nd no symptoms of lead poisoning.
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We did not see p j p p ^  either in Oklahoma City or at the refinery, 

t-aicing care to see that he did not learn of our p resence or interest in either his 

case or that did talk to Dr. Adams and a copy of hi s report to

the insurance company o n ^ ^ ^ i s  attached. The laborat ory reports are not in­

cluded since they had not yet come over from the la boratory, although Dr. Adams 

had discussed their findings by telephone.

In view of this examination, Mr. Bradley did not se em to feel that 

it would be wise for us to secure urine and blood s amples from ̂ p p |  since it 

would follow too closely examination and might indi cate that either the

company or the insurance people were still question ing his condition. . I suggested 

to Bradley that he talk and if he found him still w orried or dubious,

write me to that effect, giving the name of the doc tor they wished to secure the 

samples, and I would have you send containers and i nstructions to him. It could 

then be explained to that since he still was worrie d, they were having an

additional test made.

I discussed this with Mr.. Ewing of Aetna and he is i n entire accord 

with the suggestion. He was going to s e e p p J J P  on Fr iday in Cyril and agreed 

to write me after his visit, including in his lette r the laboratory reports on 

Howard which Dr. Adams did not get until after I lef t.

In his work, l̂as never k&d possibility of exposure t o

tetraethyl lead except in finished gasoline. Appare ntly p p ^ p p  before his 

death, agitated the whole question of handling lead ed gasoline and has convinced 

several of the men they might be poisoned. This sit uation was naturally not helped 

by Dr. Dresbach’s diagnosis of condition. Dr. Schradi n may remember that

a similar scare occurred at this same refinery a fe w years ago at which time he 

examined at least one man who thought he had been p oisoned.

In all of these contacts and discussions, care was taken to see that 

the name of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation and our interest in the matter does not

get back to Mrs. or anyone intimately acquainted wi th her. It was also

deemed wise to keep our knowledge of supposed troub le from him for the

Dr. R. A. Kehoe July 19, 1941



esent. No contact was made without the knowledge an d approval of either Mr. 

Prichard, Mr. Burruss, or Mr. Bradley. These men we re all advised that we had no 

intention of attempting to hide the fact that lead poisoning existed, if it did, 

and that we were willing and anxious to assist them  in determining whether it did 

exist.

As will be noted in the following case history of h is death

certificate will not be filed with the State Bureau  of Vital Statistics until 

August 10 and at that time the cause of death as st ated on it will be determined 

end communicated to you.

I will appreciate any suggestions you care to make regarding the 

securing of additional information or, of course, a ny criticism of the handling 

of the matter.

Dr. R. A. Kehoe July 19, 1941

lours very truly,

L. L. HÜXTAELE

LLHîEM 
Enclrs. (7)

/<£ 0004562
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• CASE HISTORY -  -

was born in February 1893• He has been employed 

by the Anderson Prichard Refining Corporation at th eir Cyril, Oklahoma, refinery 

as a pipe fitter for over ten years and was so empl oyed at the time of his death. 

Apparently his work was satisfactory but he has the reputation of having been a 

radical, an agitator, and a trouble maker. He was c onstantly causing other 

workers to become discontented with their work, the ir pay, their hours, etc.

He is credited with being responsible for the forma tion of a C.I.O. union at the 

plant and while he held no union office, was suppos ed to be the backbone of the 

organisation. He was a heavy drinker. This did not affect his work as he re­

mained sober on the job but regularly every weekend  he became and stayed drunk.

His work as a pipe fitter consisted of running new lines, repairing 

old lines, and doing general maintenance work. He d id not regularly work around 

the Ethyl plant but according to his statement he " helped make some pipe fittings 

when the new line to the lead was changed" about th ree years ago. He evidently 

refers to the time when the blending plant was chan ged over from drum to tank 

car shipments since this was the last-change made t o the plant. The old drum 

line vms dismantled, burned and buried and a new ta nk car unloading line in­

stalled, on February 11, 1937, according to our offi ce records. Neither the

refinery records nor ours show the names of the men  on this job, which I observed.

According to Mr. J. V. Kicks, foreman in charge of the blending

p l a n t w a s  also used to free the eductor of an obstruction ab out two months 

ago. There is no record of the exact date and our c ompany was not notified. Ac­

cording to Hicks, was dressed in regulation clothin g for blenders, equipped

with a gas mask and rubber gloves. The line was thor oughly washed out with gaso­

line and there was no spill during the time the edu ctor was removed and a welding

- N 7095.01



HISTORY PAGE 2

d shoved through the jets to remove the obstruction .

Only one tank, which had contained leaded gasoline,  has been cleaned 

at the refinery in the last several years and this was observed by our L. R. Fleck.

burial. According to our records the last tank clea ned at Cyril was #100, a 

10,000 bbl. vertical tank cleaned on May 22, 194-0.

to tetraethyl lead, according to his own statement and to our records on the 

history of the plant. His normal work necessitated breaking lines and handling 

fittings which were on gasoline lines but all of th ese were in the finished gaso­

line systems about the refinery and his handling of  them was no different than 

that of all other pipe fitters at all other refiner ies. It will be noted that 

during the line changes at the blending plant and t he tank cleaning, our men were 

present and records show that nothing out of the or dinary occurred and there was 

no exposure, even if ̂ ^ p j ^ w e r e  used on the jobs. Th e cleaning of the eductor 

was done in violation of our instructions since we were not notified, but their 

foreman supervised the job and he states that no ex posure could have occurred.

Our regular sign warning against opening of fluid l ines without the presence of 

one of our men is wired on the manifold and has bee n there constantly since these 

signs were made available several years ago.

all by Dr. Wallace Leslie Dixon of Cement, Oklahoma.  The first started on October 

16, 1920, and was completed in November 1920. Accor ding to Dr. Dixon, his symp­

toms were so pronounced that treatment, consisting of five neo-arsethenimine 

shots, was started even before a blood test was mad e. The second series of treat­

ments was given in 1933 and consisted of six neo-arsethenimines and six me rcuries. 

A blood test was made at that time. In 1939 returne d to Dr. Dixon stating

Mr. Bradley states that was not used for this work although in his state-was

ment to the insurance company, claims he helped carry sludge to a pit for

These are the only times that could possibly have been exposed

was given three separate series of treatments for s yphilis,

KE 0004564
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he was feeling bad again and knew that it was his o ld trouble returning. He 

requested another treatment but refused a blood che ck stating it was not necessary 

since he knew what his trouble was. He was given tw o "neos" and one bismuth but 

did not return to finish the treatment.

On May 12, 1935 made application for |2,000 worth o f insur­

ance through the company's group policy for employe es which is written by the 

Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company. At tha t time a medical examination 

was required for this policy and Dr. Dixon was the examining physician, 

was refused the insurance. According to the Massach usetts Biutual records, 

refusal was on the basis of their confidential repo rt on his character and on the 

medical examination which showed a heart murmur, ra les on the posterior portion 

of the right lung, and an elevated blood pressure ( 14-0). This examination also 

indicated that he had a stiff right ankle apparentl y due to some previous fracture,

Mr. R. W. Dozier, agent for Massachusetts Mutual in  Oklahoma City, 

attempted to get some insurance for and was able to  offer him a policy a

short while later which did not require an examinat ion but he refused to take it. 

It is thought that he did have an old policy with t he Mid-Continent Insurance 

Company.

Refinery men at Cyril average 36 hours a week. This  is done by 

working five, eight hour days one week and four, ei ght hour days the next.

■ ^ w a s  always off on Sunday and Monday and on every other week, Sunday, Monday, 

and Tuesday.

On Saturday night, April 19) 194-1, ̂ 0 0 ^  as usua^ wa s drink and 

got into a fight in a billiard parlor in Cyril duri ng which he was hit on the 

head by a billiard ball by a W. A. Griffin. This kno cked him unconscious but'"he 

was revived without calling a physician. He apparen tly suffered no ill effects 

and was back on the job on Wednesday, April 23, as that was one of his long week­

ends.

W. A. Griffin is a ne'er-do-well, whose father was a bootlegger and
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desired character in Cyril. His father has been run  out of town to Cement where . 

Fhe now operates a hotel and does bootlegging on th e side. W. A. Griffin apparently 

had no regular means of support, had no steady occu pation, and since the fight 

has left the state, reportedly for California.

continued to work steadily until June 10. According  to his 

statement, at 2:00 A.M. on that day (Tuesday) he ha d some sort of a spasm follow- . 

ed by a chill. He was home at the time and did not call a doctor that night but 

did go to Dr. H. V. Dresbach of the Oklahoma Mutual  Hospital Corporation in Chick- 

asha, Oklahoma, the next day. Dr. Dresbach treated him for a blood clot and he 

was under treatment for about two weeks. He returne d to work on June 2A (Tuesday) 

worked the usual five days that week and Wednesday a nd Thursday, July 2 and 3, of 

the next. July 1 was his regular day off. On July A he was seized with another 

spell and returned to Dr. Dresbach for treatment.

Apparently it was shortly after this second attack on July A that 

Dr. Dresbach decided ̂ ^ g f ^ j p n d  lead poisoning. J. C . Bradley's first knowledge 

that the case had been so diagnosed was on July 7 w hen Johnson made such a state­

ment to the night foreman at the plant who reported  it to Bradley. At that time 

p a s taking daily treatments from Dr. Dresbach at the h ospital in Chicka- 

sha which were evidently some sort of heat pads aro und his face. These treat­

ments left him so weak he spent the days in the hos pital, returning home each 

night. He reportedly had two such treatments each d ay.

Bradley called '^jjj^^^at the hospital the next day , July 8, but 

was informed by Dr. Dresbach that his patient was to o weak from one of the treat­

ments to talk on the telephone. During the conversa tion Dr. Dresbach informed 

Bradley that had lead poisoning as proved by the sy mptoms which were des­

cribed as "dropping of the head, muscular reactions , and fractioning (?) of the 

eyes." Dr. Dresbach was advised that should receive  the best of care and

was requested to call in a consultant which he refu sed to do. Word was left to 

have get in touch with Bradley when he returned to C yril.
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Bradley immediately reported the case to the Aetna people whose 

investigator, W. C. Tippit, interviewed at the hosp ital on July 9, and

secured a signed statement from him, copy of which i s attached. He also took a 

statement from Bradley and a copy of this is includ ed.

finally came into Bradley's office on July 10 and ar range­

ments were made to have him examined on the followi ng day by Dr. 0. S. Pyle of 

the Chickasha Hospital and Clinic. During this inte rview ^ ^ J d ^ i n f o r m e d  

Bradley that Dr. Dresbach had diagnosed the case as  lead poisoning but admitted 

that no blood or urine analyses had been made. Dr. Pyle examined Johnson on 

July 11. A copy of his report to Mr. Bradley is inc luded with this report. While 

he did not complete his study to the extent of dete rmining the cause of Johnson's 

trouble, he did make sufficient tests to enable him  to conclude that "based on 

history and physical examination, there is no evide nce to support a diagnosis of 

lead poisoning." ‘

returned to Dr. Dresbach for treatment on July 12. At 2:00 

P.M. on that day while at the Oklahoma Mutual Hospi tal and under Dr. Dresbach's 

care he had a stroke with a cerebral hemorrhage. On  learning of this, Bradley 

called Dr. Dresbach and again requested that they b e permitted to call in a 

consultant but Dr. Dresbach stated that this was un necessary since no one could 

do any more than he was d o i n g . ^ d ^ P ^  never recovered  from the stroke, remaining 

at the hospital until approximately 1:00 A.M. the n ext day, Sunday, July 13, when 

he died.

On Monday, July H ,  Bradley talked to the widow, tak ing along two 

written statements, one agreeing to a post mortem e xamination and the other refus­

ing to permit such an examination. She refused the post mortem and Bradley did not 

press the point.

The body was embalmed by the Reisner Funeral Home at  Fletcher, Okla­

homa, and was buried in the Cement Cemetery at Ceme nt, Oklahoma, at 3:00 P.M.

on July 17, 1911. The death certificate can be sign ed by either the doctor or the

HISTORY PAGE 5
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idertaker or both. It will not be filed with the Ok lahoma Bureau of Vital 

Statistics until August 10 and there is no way of d etermining who signed it or 

the cause of death shown thereon until that date.

At the time of his death, Johnson was 4.8 years old , married and had 

three step-children.

* * * * * * * *
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S T A T E M E N T

July 9, 1941

My name is X reside at Cyril, Okla. I am 48 years
I am employecHay the Anderson-Frichard Oil Corp. as  pipe fitter. 

I have been so employed for the past 15 years. My d uties as a pipe 
fitter I do any and all work in the maintainance de pt. My work calls 
for everything from digging ditches to fitting pipe . About 3 yrs. ago 
I helped make some pipe fittings when the new line to the lead was 
changed. On an average of once a week I have to bre ak into a line that 
carries gasoline with lead. When I do this I usually  get my hands wet 
with the gasoline and too, the place where I usuall y do my work is not 
in the open. I have never helped sweep out a lead t ank, but I have 
helped carry the sediments from the tank to the pit  when it is busted.

The only two accidents I have ever received since w orking for 
Anderson & Prichard were in the nature of burns. I have never received 
any broken bones, bruises or other accidents.

I first noticed something was wrong about 2:00 A.M.  on June 10, 
1941. I began to jerk and draw. This lasted for 5 o r 10 minutes and 
was followed by a chill. I did not call a doctor} I did not go to work 
St was off about 15 days. I went to Chick&sha to the  hospital during 
that period of time. I then went back to work. I we nt to work and 
worked the last five days in June and two days in J uly. I had a second 
spell on July 4» 1941* After the second spell I ret urned to the hospital 
where I am now confined. When I first came to the h ospital I thought it 
was a blood clot because I had a fight about two mo nths before & received 
a very hard blow to my head. .

I am married & three step-children. I am getting $1 .04 per hour, 
for 36 hrs. per week.

(SIGNED)

^  0 0 G 4 5 6 9
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July 9, 1941

My name is J . C. Bradley. I am Superintendent of Re finery at 
Cyril. one of our employees and das been employed f or
at least 10 years. During the past 10 years he has been employed as 
a pipe fitter. His duties as pipe fitter require hi m to run new lines 
repair old lines and general, maintainance work, he  has not worked 
around the tanks or vats where lead is used, nor ha s he cleaned out 
any tanks when lead has been for the past year, Reg ulation equipment 
is used when the tanks are cleaned and the cleaning  is done under the 
supervision of Ethyl representative.

The first notice we had at the plant relative to an  injury or 
sickness in regard t o f l H | H H H f t w a s  approximately fou r weeks ago.
He had been in a f ight someone ‘hit him on the hea d with
a billard ball. About two weeks after the fight he began to have dizzy 
spells and fainted away. He was off about two weeks . He has been 
having dizzy spells since. He has been under the ca re of Dr. Despatch 
at Chickasha, Oklahoma. The doctor first thought ha d a
blood clot but now he seems to think he has lead po isoning^*He is 
still under the doctor’s care.

(SIGNED) J. C. BRADLEY

0004570
N 7095.03



Mr. J. C. Bradley 
Cyril, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Bradley

July 15, 1941

Re: Roy Johnson

The above person came to our Clinic on July 11, 194 1» At the request 
of Mr. Tippett of the Aetna Casualty Company I unde rtook a clinical 
study to determine the cause of this man*s complain ts. I was unable to 
complete this study due to his sudden and unexpecte d death. My findings 
are summarized below:

His chief complaint was progressive exhaustion and loss of weight ex­
tending over a period of five years. The loss of st rength was so great 
that for the- past year he was only able to do his work  with great diffi­
culty. He had lost about 25 pounds weight. In April, 1941, he sustained 
a blow on the head from a billiard ball which appar ently produced no ill 
effects. On June 10th, he was suddenly seized with a violent attack of 
trembling which lasted only a few minutes and was f ollowed by a chill.
This was followed by a feeling of extreme weakness.  He consulted a doc­
tor who prescribed for him. He rested for about" tw o weeks after this 
attack and although he did not feel well he returne d to work. He worked 
for a few days, and on July 4th experienced a simila r attack. He was re­
moved to a hospital in Chickasha where he was told that he had lead 
poisoning and received treatment for the relief of same. He stated that 
he lived in fear of another seizure as described ab ove. He stated that 
his health had always been good until five years ag o, that he had had no 
serious injuries or illnesses. About 25 years ago h e had a sore on his 
penis for which he was given three short courses of treatment during the 
next 20 years. He believes a blood test was made wh ich was positive, but 
was not certain about this.

Physical examination revealed a middle aged man who  appears chronically 
ill and exhausted. He obviously had lost considerabl e weight. He had 
no teeth. Physical examination was essentially negat ive except for an 
inequality in the size of his pupils —  the left pupi l being decidedly 
larger than the right. The reflexes were all hyper- active. X-rays of 
his chest and head revealed no disease or injury. L aboratory examinations 
were as follows: RBC 5,600,000; TOC 10,b00j Hb. 15. 5 gms. Sedimentation 
Rate 14 mms. per hour. Malta Feaver Agglutination ne gative. Kahn negative 
for syphilis. Differential blood count negative wit h no stippling of red 
cells. Urine and prostatic secretion negative. Bloo d pressure 116/93. _ '

I requested a neurological and cardiac study by Dr. Joyce but this was de­
clined. He agreed to return two days later for furt her study, but, of course, 
was unable to do so. My conclusion, based on his hi story and physical examina­
tion, is that there is no evidence to support a dia gnosis of lead poisoning.
My impression is that ths man was suffering from so me undetermined disorder 
of the central nervous system.

0 0 0 4 5
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Page 2 Mr» J. C. Bradley

Hoping that this information  
that circumstances prevented SOr  value to yo^ and regretting  

completion of our study, I remain g

Very truly yours,

/s/ OSCAR. S. PYLE, M.D.

OSPï KC .
CC Mr. Tippett

K'É' 0004572
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Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
July 15, 1941

Mr. L. W. Shank
Subjects Anderson-Prichard Oil Corporation, 

Cyril, Oklahoma

Dear Lous

This afternoon while I was at the subject company's  refinery to 
make a quarterly inspectio^I was informed by Mr. J. C. Bradley, superin­
tendent, that one of their employees, had died Sund ay
morning, July 1 3 , 4 E ^ f l ^ ^ 5 r  Drespack, Oklahoma Hospi tal at Chickasha, 
had told the man he had lead poison.

Mr. Bradley explained to me that got hit in the
head with a billiard ball about a month a^^anc^bout  three days follow­
ing the accident he went to Dr. Drespack at Chickas ha for treatment. At 
this time the doctor treated V N B M  for a blood clot at the base of the 
brain. Then according to Mr. Bradley the man had an  attack or stroke 
about two weeks later and returned to the same doct or, and this time the 
doctor diagnosed the case as lead poison and starte d treating Johnson 
accordingly. .

Mr. Bradley told me that when he got hold of this i nformation he 
called Mr. d H | ^ ^ k i n  and sent him to Dr. Pyle of the  Chickasha Hospital 
for examina^H^^ j r .  Pyle is not the regular doctor f or Anderson-Prichard 
but does some work for this company. Dr. Pyle told Mr. Bradley that 
Dr. Drespack of the Oklahoma Hospital in Chickasha was not recognized by 
doctors around Chickasha and was not reliable. He a lso informed Mr.
Bradley that ̂ m ^ ^ d i d  n°t have lead poison.

I was informed that I d r . ^ ^ H H ^ h a d  been able to work a bout nine 
days at the refinery from the ti m ^ o f t h e  accident an d his death. Accord­
ing to Mr. B r a d l e y ^  ye£rs of age and had been employed 
at the refinery abou^C^yearsT He was a foreman on t he pipe crew and 
had only worked at the blending plant on repairs two  different times 
according to Mr. Bradley.

Mr. Bradley informed me that M r . ^ m ^ B ^ i a d  another st roke Satur­
day and died Sunday morning July 13. He was^mcler t he care of Dr. Drespack 
of Chickasha.

Mr. Bradley stated that the insurance company tried  to get the 
widow to permit an autopsy but they were unsuccessf ul. He also stated 
that the widow had consented to sign the clearance papers.

I asked Mr. Bradley what work Mr.4Mflfcfc.had done at the blend­
ing plant and he informed me that sometime back he had helped dismantle 
the old drum plant manifold; and about two months a go he had worked on the 
Eductor of the new plant after it had been thorough ly washed with gasoline.

N 7095.05
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Mr. Bradley explained that his helper unflanged the  Eductor
to clean out the Jets with welding rod. Mr. Hicks, foreman at the blend­
ing plant, stated that the man wore proper clothing  and used gas masks 
and rubber gloves while doing the above work.

I asked why we were not notified concerning the wor k on the Eductor 
and was informed that several months ago their low pressure gauge was 
giving them some trouble and they notified our offi ce receiving instruc­
tions to fix same without a representative being pr esent. I was told that 
since the Eductor was in the same line as the conne ction for the low pressure 
gauge they concluded that they could go ahead and w ork on it using the same 
precautions.

I instructed Messrs. Bradley and Hicks to not have any work done 
on the manifolding of the blending plant without no tifying our Tulsa Office 
so that a representative can be present. There is a  warning placard on the 
manifold of this plant.

Mr. Bradley further stated that w h e n t f H f l H f ^  was ba ck at the 
refinery working he had told some of the men tna^ni ^ai lment was lead 
poison and of course alarmed some of them. Mr. Brad ley told me that they 
had a man named age 26, who has been employed with them
about three yeari^o^nn^Loaciing rack and on the yar d, who has complained 
of having deep headaches and he had gone to the Dr.  Brespack in Chickasha. 
When M r . ^ m ^ e x p l a i n e d  his work at the refinery the d octor told him he 
had lead poison. Hence, when Mr. Bradley got word o f this he called Mr.

' ■ H H ^ i n t o  his office and arranged for him to be exa mined by Dr. Pyle on 
Wednesday, July 16. - According to Mr.Bradley, Mr. . only handled
gasoline at the loading rack and had not been near the blending plant.

Yours veiy truly,

/s/ W. R. BARNES

KiT 0004574
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July 17, 1941

A etna Casualty 
Ramsey Tower 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Attention: M r.  H. E. Ewing

R e i t H H H H H i B  vs Anderson Prichard 
Address ï  i Cyril, Oklahoma Age 26

Dear Mr. Ewing:

I am submitting a report made of my physical examin ation and the 
reports of the laboratory referable to this mants co mplaints as shown 
in the history as follows. This examination was made  by me in my office 
July 16, 1941.

History
This young man tells me that for the last three mon ths he has 

had some headaches and his neck had been sore. He d id not see a doctor 
until about three weeks ago. It seems that he final ly ended up by seeing 
Dr. Dresbach at the Oklahoma Hospital in Chickasha,  Oklahoma who gave 
him a very slight examination and told him to ge‘t t he following pres­
cription, which he gave him, and he has been taking  this medicine since 
that time and has lost no time from work. I saw the prescription that 
Dr. Dresbach gave him and it was for a saturated so lution of potassium 
idodide, 10 drops three times a day. He tells me th at he was given a 
regular physical examination by Dr. Dickson who is t he company doctor 
at Cement, Oklahoma and passed it very satisfactory . But because of his 
headaches he has gone back to Dr. Dresbach for furth er examination. His 
neck hurt, his throat hurt and he is having quite a  good deal of trouble 
holding his head up. He now tells me that he has wo rked for the gasoline 
company for the past 10 years hut he has only worke d for Anderson Prichard 
about 2 1/2 years and during that time ha has worked  in the department 
with the Ethyl gasoline and he has been told that h e had lead poisoning 
by Dr. Dresbach. He also tells me that all the boys  that work down there 
in the Ethyl department have the same symptoms that  I have and "they are 
burying my best friend tomorrow, he died from lead poisoning."

Upon closer questioning I am unable to find any rea son why this 
man died of lead poisoning. It does seem that one o f his friends did die 
and that it had been diagnosed as lead poisoning by  some doctor in Chickasha, 
I think it was Dr. Dresbach. However, he had gone t o see Dr. McClure pre­
viously and Dr. McClure and Dr. Pyle in the Chickas ha Hospital told him that 
he did not have lead poisoning, when suddenly he di ed two or three days 
later after their examination and which was diagnose d by Dr. Dresbach as 
lead poistming. He says, all the boys in the plant down there that work 
in Ethyl are scared to death and think they all have  lead poisoning. I 
have been sent here as a"Guinea Pig" to find out wh ether I have lead 
poisoning or what is the matter with me.

K f  0004575
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H^ to r y
■ *“----  As stated before this man tells me that he has neve rhad any in­

juries of any kind. ! \

Complaints Today
1. Pain in the back of his neck.
2. At times it is difficult to hold my head up.

Physical Examination
Physical examination shows an unusually well develop ed white male  

who is 5» 10 1/2"  tall and weight 155 1/2 pounds, who walks into my exa m­
ining room without any disturbance in his gait and w ith no different history  
than I have listed in the first paragraph of this le tter. Careful examina­
tion shows the following:

Head &  Heck
Head-There are no prominences nor no depressions. Th e scalp is  

covered with an abundance of black hair. -
Eyes-The pupils are round and equal, react to light an d accomoda­

tion. There is no limitation of extra-occular eye m ovement. There is no  
drooping of the lids. .

Nose-Negative. There is no growth or discharge.
Ears-Negative. There is no growth or discharge. .
Mouth-The teeth need dental care very badly. There i s no evidence  

of a lead line in the gums. ‘
Tonsils-This man has very badly infected tonsils. The y are very  

much larger than normal and both tonsils ooze a great  amount of pus upon  
slight pressure.

Neck-There is no stiffness of the muscles of the ne ck. There  
is no limitation of movement of the neck in any dire ction. There is no  
soreness of the neck upon deep palpation. There are  no objective findings  
referable to discomfort in the neck. He can more his  head and neck in any  
direction with no apparent discomfort. . '

Upper Extremities
The upper extremities are equal in size and shape an d length. There  

is a small scar on the anterior surface of the righ t wrist which he said  
was caused by the removal of a wart by his father whe n he was a child. Other­
wise, there is no other pathology or loss of functi on.

Chest. ' -; ■’;V: =■ . / ' v ;- ‘ y  : :  ’ ’ ■
This man has full and equal expansion. There are no  abnormal breath  

sounds. The skin over the chest and trunk is covered with many small skin  
blotches which I am of the opinion is due to the fact that this man has been  
taking potassium idodide and he now has an idodide rash.

Heart . ■ . ' '' ' ' . ■
The heart is in normal position, there are no thril ls, murmurs, or  

hypertrophy. The rate is 80. His blood pressure 136/80.

Abdomen
The abdomen is well developed, well muscled, no scar s, no masses and  

no tenderness.

. - K£ 0004573 ‘ '
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Hernia
This nan does not hare a hernia. *

Genitalia
Negative.

Rectum
Negative.

Back V . ■ / . . . ■ : '
The back is veil developed. There is no limitation of  movement or  

any subjective symptoms of a back injury.

Lower Extremities
The lower extremities are equal in size, shape and l ength, He has  

good muscle tone. There is no loss of function.

Reflexes
All deep reflexes are equal and not exaggerated.

Laboratory .
The laboratory findings are attached in triplicate.  All findings

in the laboratory of the blood and urin are negative  for lead.. 6

Conclusion
This man has no signs or symptoms either objective or subjective  

referable to lead poisoning. This was confirmed by t he laboratory findings.  
My suggestion was, have ’this tonsils removed and th at would relieve most of  
his complaints. *

‘ This man has no history or complaints of a classic al case of lead  
poisoning of which we associate abdominal cramps an d muscle spasms. As  
stated, I believe that this man will recover from h is mental condition and  
the pain in the neck by the removal of his tonsils.

RHA:rr

Very truly yours,

/s/ ROB»T. H. ADAMS, M.D.

04577 4
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V ■ ■■• • û.•T' '■  .•ji-r

Cement- Cemetery: Tn Cement, Oklahoma. . Is used jo intly by Cyril ana Cement since
- .. , i >♦  .•» - .v ' - •*.•••«'•'  >•• • ■ :• -t

Cyril has"̂ no cemetery^of- their own. buried in thi s cemetery on . July

| sfr-vr*
*  *i-:

. ; :

^ 4 ,W

17, 1941/,  at 3:00.P.M  ̂ ' • V
\ » , - ' • ' *  *'i> ,r'.f ' •v!i' f-w . * " ' '

j-o * - 1 V; 'v ,%  '  L is * «.7,/rZr jT  ̂ •>‘v v , • ■ .- .•.- . . . •  ..... -a.

4'*'  " " ~ • Chibkasha Hospital and Clinic; *. Located at 620 Choctaw Street in Cnickasha, Oklahoma".

^  - '  ' '' <*
; 4 ••:• . An■ narentlv, a r eoutabla? hosoi t a l Pvie is on the staff'and Johnson was examined * %

-. •: . .•/ • ivofe^

y cH
y-

h Æ

' '¿1

- 0 $  if y r*?{ * y '»J



K
E

 
0

0
0

4
5

7
9

Page 2

r -•

V 8.“ ~

Association-according to Doctors Maras and Dix on and has the rep utati on of being
- __________

a -quack. He'is the man who diagnosed i lln ess as l ead poisoning ,

-> * fv " ■ -■ • ' . ■
treated him for such, and was in att endance at the time of his death.

Hersche l,Duk e Ewing; Head of the l oca l claim d epartment of the Aetna Cas ualty 

Company. Offices on the second f l oor of the Ramse y T ower in Ok la homa Cit y.

Deceased. Was a resident of C yri l, Okla homa, and was empl oyed 

as a pipe fitter at the Anderson Prichard Refiner y in Cy ri l until his death.

5. R. Ledbetter Ins urance Compan y: Maintains offices on the second f l oor of the 

Ramsey T ower in Ok la homa Cit y. Agents for the Aetna Affi liat ed Companies , w ho 

wrote Anderson Prichard's emp l oyer's liability and w orkmen's compensation po licy 

wit h that compan y.

Massach us etts M utual Lif e Ins urance Coraaan y; H ome office in Springfie ld, Massa­

chusetts. Ok la homa Cit y office in the First Nationa l Building . Have written a 

gro up lif e ins urance po licy f or Anderson Prichard emp l oyees.

Okla homa Mutual H ospita l C orporation! Located at 1320 I owa Street in C uickas ha, 

Okla homa. A corporation with not too good a rep utati on -whose members contrib ut e 

a stip ulat ed s um p er year which entit l es them and their fami li es to free medica l 

examinations , t reatments , and ca re. S upp osed ly r un by a busin ess man for profit 

who a ls o has ,a simila r organization in Shawnee , Okla homa. It is reported that the 

t urnover of doctors at Chickasha is more rapid than t he usual tu rnover of c l erks 

in a b usin ess organization and that he is not too partic ula r as to the q ualifica­

ti ons of doctors he hires. Dr. Dresbach is the present ph ysician in att endance 

and this , islt he hospita l; w h e r e w a s  treated and died.

L. H. Prichard; President of the Anderson Prichard Refining Corporation and the 

Col-T ex Refining Compan y. A resident of Ok la homa Cit y wit h offices in the Ramse y 

Tower. - .

Dr. Oscar S. p yl ei Ph ysician c onnected with the Chickasha Hospita l and Clinic w ho

a

%9=J

examined ’J ohnson j ust two'  da ys' b efore his death at the req uest of the Aetna Cas ualty
■ - --  - 1 ‘ . . .  ■ -
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■  which emba lm ed

eràg  Home: Located at F l et'cher , Okla homa. Undertaking estab lis hment 

and s up ervised his b uria l .

W ^ a T c .  Tiop lt r  Investigator for the Ok la homa Cit y claim d epartment of the Aetna 

' ■ Casualty  C ompany . Office on the second f l oor of the Ramse y T omer in Ok la homa Cit y .

-;{• -* -* -* *  &■ *
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