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Dear Dr. Kehoe:

ETHYL GASOLINE CORPORATION

NATIONAL BANK OF TULSA BUILDING

ToLsAa, OKLAHOMA

This is a report of my investigetion of the dea

whose illness was diagnosed as lead polsoning and the case of

who has been informed by a Dr. Dresbach that he has lead poisoning.

To meke this report clearer and to prevent confusion in reading,

no attempt will be made to discuss or describe ‘condition in the general

report but a separate case history of the men is attached which is complete in

itself., Also attached are copies of the following:

L. A statement made by“to W. A, Tippit of the Aetna Insurance
Company and signed by him. .

B. A statement made by Bradley to Tippit.

C. A report by Dr. 0. S. Pyle of his examination « NN

D. Mr. W. R. Barnes' reoport to us on ”nd-

E. A report by Dr. R. A. Adams of his exeminatior B

“F. A list of names énd a‘aclldresseéw :of all conpanies end periies concerned

together with appropriate comment

showing their connection to the cases.

On Wednesday morning, July 16, Mr. W. R. Barnes, our Safety tngineer

-headquartering in Wichita Fells, Texas, telephoned this office. He advised us that

late the previous afternoon, during & routine call at the Anderson-Prichard refin-

ery in Cyril, Oklahoma, to mak9 & mixing installation inspection, he had been

informed by the superintendent of the death of one of their exﬁp_loyees, 2 -
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the attending phwsician, he bed had lead poisoning. |

We instructed Mr. Barnea to send us a report giving all the infor-
mation he had obtained. ‘l‘his was subsequently received and a copy is attached.
The ‘facts as then khown vere communicated to Mr. Kaley in New York by telephone
and to you in Cincinnati. _ >

' I left by plane at 1:00 P.M. on Wednesday for Oklahoma City where I

joined Mr. Barnes, who accompanied me during the investigation which‘ followed and
was present during the conversations which took place.

We called Mr. L. H. Prichard, President of Anderson—Prichard Refining
Corporation, end he advised us that while he knew in a general way of the circum-
stances surrounding the case, only Mr. George FH. Burruss, General Manager of
Refineries, and J. C. Bradley, refinery superintendent, knew all the details.
Mr. Burruss wes then out of town and Mr. Prichard suggested that we call Mr. Bradley
at tie refinery in Cyril and have him drive up to Oklahoma City that night to see
us. This was not found necessery as we plammed to be in Cy‘ril the following
morning. We called Mr. Bradley and made a nine o'clock eappointment for the
following morninge.

Mr. Prichard informed us that the Aetna Casualty Company had made an
investigation of the case for them. and sug;gestedvthat we Vc.allbon Mr. Ledbetter
of the E. R. Ledbetter Insiu‘ancevConpany, Aetne Agent. Mr. Ledbetter has written
a policy for Anderson Prichard w:Lth the Aetna Casualty Company. 'This is a stan-
dard policy covering employers' 11ability and workmen's compensatlon. While ’ ,
| —was sick and when 1t appeared that an attempt might be made to make a o
coxrpensation cage out of it, Mr. W. C. Tippit, en investigator for the clafun
department of the Aetne Casualty Company, checked 1nto the matter. He secu.red

statements from - and — and copies of ‘these are attached

hereto. Due to - sudden death, the Aetna people are no longer concerned

with the vorkmen's compensation angle, and will not be involved unless a suit is

filed against Anderson Prichard by the m.dow, in which case the employers' o

T3l 154+ walseov ml‘l annlv.
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 Mr. Ledbetter referred us to Mr, Ewing, head of the Aetna claim

E’department and the remainder of the afternoon was spent in his office. ur.

Tippit was called in and they gave us all the information which they had avail-

‘ ableo

. On Thursday morning we drove to Cyril where we interviewed Mr.
Bredley. He gave us his story of the case and when the use of -:m remov-
ing the eductor was brought to light, we pointed out that this was a &iolation of
our regulations in that we were not notified and an unapproved mén was used.
He admitted he knew this but used as an excuse the fact that about a year ago he
had called our Tulsa office when they wished to replece a broken gauge at the
blending plant and had been informed that it was not necessary to have our man
meke a speciel trip for this since the low pressure gauge on the gasoline line
and not a fluid line was involved. He felt that since the eductor was also on
the gasoline line, it was not necessary to call us. He was quickly straightened
out on this point end also on the guestion of using men around the Ethyl plant
who have not been approved by our lMedical Department. I do net anticipate that
we will have any future violations of this kind at Cyril.

In discussing the case with Messrs. Ewing and Tippit of Aetna and
with Mr. Bradley, we pointed out that if parts of’ kidneys, liver, brain
eand bone could be obtained, we would be glad to have our Medical Department
make an analysis of them and this would definitely prove or disprove the presence
of lead poisoning. All of these men agreed that in view of the widow's refusal
to have a post mortem examination, it would be a serious mistake to approach her
to secure permission to obtain these specimens.  Anderson Prichard and the insur-
ance company have taken the attitude that the case is closed as far e&s they a¥e
concerned, since his death was in no way connected with his occupation or en
accident sustained while on his job. They believe thzt for them to display fur-
ther interest would only agitate the situation and might caﬁse her to file suit if

she does not already intend to do so. This same reasoning would also apply to any
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‘v ﬁeisner neral Home is closer to Mrs.‘than to Anderson Prichard and they

ure to relay eny information to her. Under the circumstances it was

t to follow this angle e.ny further. |

o Through a oasual remark, our discussion with Bradley brought out the
fact that ’d:.d not carry any company insurance and when asked why he dia
not, Bradley stated he bel:.eved the insurance company had refused to issue him a
policy. He gave us the name of the company and the examining doctor who lived
close by in Ce:ﬁent, Oklahoms. We cailed on this doctor, W. L. Dixon, and it
developed that he had also treated (il for syphilis. His records gave us
the dates and kind of treatment but we found it necessary to call on R. W. Dozier,
agent for the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company in Oklahkoma City to
learn the reasons given by the company for the policy rejection.

By this time Mr. Burruss had returned to Oklahoma City and we were
sble to review the entire situation with him. We also discussed the general '_
attitude of several of the refinery workers and specifically, -

—is a distant relative of — and works
in the yard and oﬁ the loading rack at the Anderson Prichard refinery. He apparent-
1y went with:_ on at least one of his trips to see Dr. Dresbach, and as be
was having headaches, asked the doctor to examine him. Dresbech reportedly said,
nIf you work at the Anderson‘ Prichard refinery you undoubtedly have lead poisoning,
too." Dre bach exemmed_ and d;x.agnosed the case as lead po:.som.ng. He
started to treat h:Lm but aetails of this treatment have not been determlned.

Howard did not report th:.s to his compe;y but alscussed it freely at the plant.
He did not take any tn.me off because of th:Ls supposed illness.
Mr. Bradley heard rUmOY'S that gnother of the men at the plent besides
- had lesd po:.som.ng end, through the grapevine, found out who it was. He
immediately comlmmicated th:.s fact to the Aetna people and they had- come

to Oklahoma C:Lty on Wednesday, the day I was there, for a medical examination.
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This examnat:.on wes made by D_r. R. H.A Adams who found no symptoms of lead poisonings
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We did not see - either in Oklahoma City or at the refinery,
taking care to see that he did not learn ;of our presence or interest in either his
case or that of_ We did telk to Dr. Adams and a copy of his report to
the insurance company on- is attached. The laboratory reports are not in-
cluded since they had not yet come over from the latoratory, although Dr. Adams
had discussed their findings by teléphone.

In view of this examination, Mr. Bradley did not seem to feel that
it would be wise for us to securé urine and blood samples from- since it
would follow too closely or- examination and might indicate that either the
company or the insurance people were still questioning his condition. I suggested
to Bradley that he teik to- and if he found him still worried or dubious,
write me to that effect, giving the name of the doctor they wished to secure the
samples, and I would have you send containers and instructions to him, It could
then be explained t-o-‘that since he still was worried, they were having an
additicnal test made. ”

I cdiscussed this with Mr. Ewing of Aetna and he is in entire accord
with the suggestion. He was going to see- on Friday in Cyril end agreed
to write me after his visit, including in his letter the laboratory reports on
Howard which Dr. Adams dicd not get‘until after I left.

In his work,- has never had eny possibility of exposﬁre to
tetraethyl lead except in finished gasoline. Apparently - before his
death, agitated the whole question of handling lea;ied gasoline and has convinced
several of the men they might be poisoned. This situation was naturally not helped
by Dr. Dresbach's diagnosis of - condition. Dr. Schradin may remember that
a similar scare occurred at this same refinery a few years ago at which time he
examined at least one man who thought he had been poisoned.

In all of these contacts and discussions, care was taken to see that

the name of the Ethyl Gasoline Corporation and our interest in the matter does not

get back to Mrs. - or anyone intimately acquainted with her. It was also
. T PR : o i B R
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esent. No contact was mede without the knowledge and approval of either Mr.
Prichard, Mr. Burruss, or Mr. Bradley. _These men were all advised that we had no
intention of attempting to hide the fact that lead poisoning existed, if it did,
and that we were willing and anxious to assist them in determining whether it dicd
exist.

As will be noted in the following case history of - his death
certificate will not be filed with the State Bureau of Vital Statistics until
August 10 and at that tiﬁe the cause of desth as stated on it will be determined
end communiczted to you.

I will apprecizte any suggestions you care to make regarding the
securing of additional information or, of course, any criticism of the handling
of the matter.

Yours very tfuly,
L. L. HUXTAELE

LLH:EK
Enclrs. (7)
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- cass smsrors - - - Y
- was born in February 1893. He has been employed

by the Anderson Prichard Refining Corporation at their Cyril, Oklehoms, refinery

as 2 pipe fitter for over ten years and wzs so employed at the time of his desth.
Apperently his work was satisfactory but he has the reputation of having been a
radical, an agitator, and a trouble maker. He was constantly causing other
workers to become discontented with their work, their pay, their hours, etc.
He is credited with being responsible for the formstion of a C.I.0. union at the
olant =nd ﬁnile ke held no uwnion office, was supposed to be the backbone of the
organization. He was a heavy drinker. This did not affect kLis work as he re-
mained sober on the job but regulerly every weekend he became znd stayed drunk.
His work as a pipe fitter consisted of running new lines, repsiring
old lines, znd doing generel raintenance work. He did not regularly work around
the Ethyl plant but according to his statement bhe "helped make some pipe fittings
when the new line to the lead was changed" about three years ago. He evidently
refers to the time when the blending plant was changed over from drum to tank
car shipments since this was the last change made to the plant., The old drum
line was dismentled, burned end buried and a new tank car unloading line in-
stalled, on Februery 1ll, 1937, according to our office records. Neither the
refinery records nor ours show the names of the men on this job, which I observed.
According to Mr. J. V. Hicks, foremen in charge of the blending
plant-was also used to free the eductor of an obstruction about two months

ago. Teere is no record of the exact date and our company was not notified. Ac-

KE 0004563

cording to Hicks, - was dressed in regulation clothing for blenders, equipped
with a gas mask and rubber gloves. The line was thoroughly washed out with gaso-

line and there was no spill during the time the eductor was removed and a welding



HISTORY -— PAGE 2

d shoved 'bhrough the jets to femove the obstruction.

Only one tenk, which had ccntained leaded gasoline, has been cleaned
at the refinery in the last several years and this was observed by our L. R. Fleck.
Mr. Bradley states that - was not used for this work although in his stote-
ment to the insurance company, - claims he helped carry sludge to a pit for
burial., According to our records the last tank cleaned at Cyril was #100, a
10,C00 bbl. vertical tank cleaned on May 22, 1940.

These are the only times that - could possibly nave been exposed
to tetraethyl lead, according to his own statément and to our records on the
history of the plant. His normal work necessitated breaking lines and handling
fittings which were on gasoline lines but all of these were in the finished gaso-
line systems about the refinery and his handling of them was no different than
that of a1l other pipe fitters at all other refineries. AIt will be noted that
¢uring the line changes at the blending plant and thé tank cleaning, our men were
cresent and records show that nothing out of the ordinary ccecurred and there was
no exposure, even if ‘were used on the jobs. The clesning of the eductor
was done in violation of cur instructions since we were not notified, but their
foreman supervised the job and he states that no exposure could have occurred.

Qur regular sign warning against opening of fluid lines without the presence of
one of our men is wired on the manifold and has been there constantly since these
signs were made avaiiable several years ago.

_was given tb_ree separate series of treatments for syphilis,
21l by Dr. Wallace Leslie Dixon of Cement, Oklahoma, The first started on October
16, 1920, and was completed in November 1920. According to Dr. Dixon, his symp-
toms were so pronounced that treatment, consisting of five neo-arsethenimine
shots, was started even before a blood test was made. The second series of treat-
ments was given in 1933 and consisted of six neo-arsethenimines and six mercuries.

A blood test was made at that time. In 1939- returned to Dr. Dixon stating

ve 0004564
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.t he was feeling bad again and knew that it was his old trouble returning. He
ssted another treatment but refused a blood check stating it was not necessary

> he knew what his trouble was. He was given two "neos" and one bismuth but

10t return to finish the treatment.

on ray 12, 1935 (I made application for $2,000 worth of insur—
ance through the company's group policy for employces which is written by the
lMassachusetts Mutusl Life Insurance Company. At that time a medical éxamination
was required for this policy and Dr. Dixon was the examining physiciean. -
was refused tie insurance. Accofding to the Massachusetts Mutual records,
refusal was on the basis of their confidential report on his character and on the
medical examination which showed a heert murmur, rales on the posterior portion
of the right lung, a2nd an elevated blood pressure (11.,_0). This examination also
indiceted that he hed a stiff right ankle apparently due to some previous fracture.

Mr. R. W. Dozier, agent for Massachusetts liutual in Oklahoma City,

attempted to get some insurance for - and was able to offer him a policy a
short while later which did not require an examination but he refused to tzke it.
It is thought that he did have an old policy with the Mid-Continent Insurance
Company.
Refinery men at Cyril average 36 hours a week. This is done by

working five, eight hour days one week and four, eight hour days the next. _

'was always off on Sunday and Monday and on every other week, Sunday, Monday,

and Tuesday.

On Saturday night, April 19, 1941, - as usual was drunk and
got into a fight in a billierd parlor in Cyril during which he was hit on the
head by a billiard bell by a W. A. Griffin. This knocked him unconscious‘l but"‘h;e
was revived without calling a physician. He apparently suffered no ill effectsv

and was back on the job on Vednesday, April 23, as that was one of his long week-

endse.

W. A. Griffin is a ne'er—do—well; whose father was a bootlegger and
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1 cherecter in Cyril. His father has been run out of town to Cement where.
>erates a hotel and does bootlegg‘ing on the side. W. A. Griffin apparently
sgular means of support, had no steady occupation, and since the fight
the state, reportedly for California.

,.continued to work steadily wntil June 10. According to his
stavemeut, at 2:00 A.M. on that day (Tuesday) he had some sort of a spasm follow-
ed by a chill. He was home at the time and did not call a doctor that night but
did go to Dr. H. V. Dresbach of the Oklahoma Mutual Hospital Corporation in Chick-
asha, Oklzhoma, the next day. Dr. Dresbach treated him for a blood clot and he
vas under treatment for about two weeks. He returned to work on June 24 (Tuesday)
worked the usual five days that week and Wednesday and Thursday, July 2 snd 3, of
the next., July 1 was his regular day off. On July 4 he wes seized with another
spell and returned to Dr. Dresbach for treatment. |

Apparently it was shortly after this seéond attack on July 4 that
Dr. Dresbach decided‘ad lead poisoning. J. C. Bradley's first knowledge
that the case hsd been so diagnosed was on July 7 when Johnson made such a state-
ment to the night foreman at the plant who reported it to Bradley. At that time
.vas taking daily treatments from Dr. Dresbach at the hospital in Chicka-
sha which were evidently some sort of heat pads around his face. These treat-
ments left him so weak he spent the days in the hospital, returning home each
night. He reportedly had two such treatments each day.‘

Bradley called -at the hospital the next day, July 8, but
was informed by Dr. Dresbach that his patient was too weak from one of the treat-
rents to talk on the teleohone. During thz conversation Dr. Dresbach informed
Bradley that‘ had lead poisoning as proved by the symptoms which were des-
cribed as "dropping of the head, muscular reactions, and fractioning (?) of the
eyes." Dr. Dresbach was advised that' should receive the best of care and

was requested to call in = consultant whlch he refused to do. Word was left to

have QU cet in touch with Bradley when he returned to Cyril.
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Brédley immediately reported the »case to the Aetna p=sople whose

ator, W. C. Tippit, interviewed -at the hospital on July 9, and

a signed statement from him, copy of which is attached. He also took a

+ from Bradley and a copy of this is included.

_ finally came into Bradley's office on July 10 and arrange-
ments were made to have him examined on the following day by Dr. 0. S. Pyle of
tae Chickesha Hospital end Clinic. During this interview ({intornea
Bradley thzt Dr. Dresbach had diagnosed the case as lead poisoning but admitted
that no blood or urine analyses had been made. DIr. Pyle examined Johnson on
July 11. A copy of his report to Mr. Bradley is included with this report. While
he did aot complete his study to the extent of determining the cause of Johnson's
trouble, he did make sufficient tests to enmable him to conclude that "based on
history znd physical examination, there is no evidence to support a diagnosis of
lead poisoning.® ‘

—returned to Dr. Dresbsch for treatment on July 12. At 2:20
P.H. on that day while at the Oklahoma Iviﬁtual Hospital and under Dr. Dresbach's
czre he had & stroke with a cerebral hemorrhege. On learning of this, Bradley
called Dr. Dresbach and again reguested that they be permitted to call in a
consultant but Dr. Dresbach stated that this was wmecessary since no one could
do any more than he was doing.- never recovered from the stroke, remaining

at the hospital until approximately 4:00 A.M. the next day, Sunday, July 13, when

he died.
g On Monday, July 14, Bradley talked to the widow, taking along two
5:2 written statements, one agreeing to a post mortem examination and the other resfus-
§ ing to permit such an examination. She refused the post mortem and Bradley did not
g press the point.
hli The body was embalmed by the Reisner Funersl Home at Fletcher, Okla-

homa, and_ was buried in the Cement Cemetery at Cement, Oklahoma, at 3:00 P.M.

on July 17, 1941. The death certificate can be signed by either the doctor‘ or the
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;iﬁ dertaker or both.. It will not be filed with the Oklahoma Bureau of Vital

Statistics until AuguSt 10 and”thérexié no way of determining who signed it or
the cause of death shown thereon until that date.
‘ At the tlme of his death, Johnson was 48 years old, merried and had

three step-children.
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STAIEMENT

L~ — = L

July 9, 1941

My name is? I reside at Cyril, Okla. I am 48 years
of age. I am employed by the Anderson~Prichard Uil Corp. as pipe fitter.
I have been so employed for the past 15 years. My duties as a pipe
fitter I do any and all work in the maintainance dept. Ly work calls
for everything from digging ditches to fitting pipe. About 3 yrs. ago
I helped make some pipe fittings when the new line to the lead was
changed. On an average of once a week I have to break into a line that
carries gasoline with lead. When I do this I usually get wy hands wet
with the gasoline and too, the place where I usually do my work is not
in the open. I have never helped sweep out & lead tank, but I have
helped carry the sediments from the tank to the pit when it is busted.

The only two accidents I have ever received since working for
Anderson & Pricherd were in the nature of burns. I have never received
any broken bones, bruises or other accidents.

I first noticed something wes wrong about 2:00 A.M. on June 10,
1941. I begen to jerk end draw. This lasted for 5 or 10 minutes and
was followed by a chill., I did not call & doctor; I did not go to work
& was off about 15 days. I went to Chickesha to the hospitel during
that period of time. I then went back to work. I went to work and
worked the last five cdays in June and two days in July. I had a second
spell on July 4, 1941. After tne second spell I returned to the hospital
where I am now confined. Vhen I first ceme to the hospitel I thought it
was & blood clot because I had a fight about two months before & received
a very hard blow to my head. ‘

I am married & three step-children. I am getting $1.04 per hour,
for 36 hrs. psr week.

(szenen) <@
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STATEMENT

July 9, 1941

My name is J. C. Bradley. I am Superintendent of Refinery at
Cyril. is one of our employees and has been employed for
at least 10 years. During the past 10 years he has been employed as
a pipe fitter. His duties as pipe fitter require him to run new lines
repair old lines and general maintainance work. ke has not worked
around the tanks or vats where lead is used, nor has he cleaned out
any tanks when lead has been for tie past year. #Regulation equipment
is used when the tanks are cleaned and the cleaning is done under the
supervision of Ethyl representative.

The {irst notice we had at the plant relative to an injury or
sickness in regard to was approximately four weeks ago.
He had been in a fight co and someone hit him on the head with
a billerd ball. About two weeks after the fight he began to have dizzy
spells and fainted away. He was off about two weeks. He has been
heving dizzy spells since. He has been under the care of Dr. Despatch
at Chickasha, Oklahoma. The doctor first thoughtF Lad a
blood clot but now he seems to think he has lead pOiSonlng. te is
still under the doctor's care.

(SIGNED) J. C. BRADLEY

KE ONNAm ™~
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Mr., J. C. Bradley
Cyril, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Bradley: - Re: Roy Johnson

The above person came to our Clinic on July 11, 1941. At the.request

of Mr. Tippett of the Aetna Casualty Company I undertock a clinical
study to determine the cause of this man's complaints, I was unaple to
complete this study due to his sudden and unexpected death. My findings
are summarized below:

His chief complzint was progressive exhaustion and loss of weight ex-
tending over a period of five years. The loss of strength was so greati
that for the past year he was only able to do his work with great diffi-
culty. He had lost about 25 pounds weight. In April, 1941, he sustained
a blow on the head from a billiard ball which apparently produced no ill
effects. On June 10th, he was suddenly seized with a violent attack of
trembling which lasted only a few minutes and was followed by a chill,
This was followed by a feeling of extreme weakness. He consulted a doc-
tor who prescribed for him. He rested for about two weeks after this
attack and slthough he did not feel well he returned to work. He worked
for a few days, and on July 4th experienced a similar attack. He was re-
moved to a hospital in Chickashe where he was told that he had lead
poisoning and received treatment for the relief of seme. He stated that
he lived in fear of another seizure as described sbove. He stated that
his health had elways been good until five years ago, that he had had no
serious injuries or illnesses. About 25 years ago he had a sore on his
penis for which he was given three short courses of treatment during the
next 20 years. He believes a blood test was made which was positive, but
was not certain sbout this.

Physical exsmination revealed a middle aged man who appears chronically
i1l and exhasusted. He obviously had lost considerable weight. He had

no teeth., Physical examination was essentially negative except for an
inequality in the size of his pupils - the left pupil being decidedly
Jarger than the right. The reflexes were all hyper-ective. X-rays of

his chest and head revealed no disease or injury. Laboratory examinations
were as follows: RBC 5,600,000; WBC 10,b00; Hb. 15.5 gms. Sedimentation
Rate 1/ mms. per hour. Malta Peaver Agglutination negative. Xahn negative
for syphilis. Differentisl blocd count negative with no stippling of red
cells. Urine and prostatic secretion negative. Blood pressure llé/?&.hn'

I requested a neurclogical and cardiac study by Dr. Joyce but this was de-
clined. He agreed to return two days later for further study, but, of course,
was unable to do so. My conclusion, based on his history and physical exemina-
tion, is that there is no evidence to support a diagnosis of lead poisoning.

My impression is that ths man was suffering from some undetermined disorder

of the central nervous system.
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Page 2 — Mr. J. C. Bradley

Hoping that this information may be of some value to you and regretting
that circumstances prevented completion of our study, I remain

Very truly Yyours,
/s/ OSCAR s. PYLE, M.D.

0SP:EC .
CC Mr. Tippett

KE 0004:
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| ¥ o Oklahome City, Oklahoma
_— July 15, 1941

Mr. L. W, Shank
Subject: Anderson-Prichard 0il Corporation,
Cyril, Oklahoma

Deer Lou:

This afternoon while I was at the subject company's refinery to
meke & quarterly inspection I was informed by Mr. J. C. Bradley, superin-
tendent, that Mr. one of their employees, had died Sunday
morning, July 13, or Drespack, Oklahomz Hospital at Chickasha,
hed told the man he had lead poison.

Mr. Bradley explained to me that ? got hit in the

heed with a billiard ball about a month ago and about three days follow-
ing the accident he went to Dr. Drespack at Chickasha for treatment. At
this time the doctor treated WINEEE® for a blood clot at the base of the
brain. Then according to Mr. Bradley the man had an attack or stroke
about two weeks later and returned to the same doctor, and this time the
doctor diagnosed the case as lead poison and started treating Johnson
accordingly. ,

Mr., Bradley told me that when he got hold of this information he
called Mr. in and sent him to Dr. Pyle of the Chickasha Hospital
for examina " . Pyle is not the reguler doctor for Anderson-Prichard
but does some work for this company. Dr. Pyle told Mr. Bradley that
Dr. Drespack of the Oklazhoma Hospital in Chickasha was not recognized by
doctors around Chickasha and was not relisble. He also informed Mr.
Bradley that did not bhave lead poison.

I was informed that Mr.qmad been able to work about nine
days at the refinery from the time of the accident and his death. Accord-
ing to Mr. Bradley as 49 years of age and had been employed
at the refinery about L> years. He was a foreman on the pipe crew and

had only worked at the blending plant on repairs two different times
according to Mr. Bradley. “

Mr. Bradley informed me that Mr.wad another stroke Satur-
day and died Sunday morning July 13. He was er the care of Dr. Drespack
of Chickasha.

Mr. Bradley stated that the insurance company tried to get the
widow to permit an autopsy but they were unsuccessful. He also stated
that the widow had consented to sign the clearance papers.

I asked Mr. Bradley what work Mr.‘had done at the blend-
ing plant end he informed me that sometime back he had helped dismantle
the old drum plant manifold; and sbout two months ago he had worked on the
-Eductor of the new plaent after it bad been thoroughly washed with gasoline.
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iradley explained that QJJJfanc nis helper unflanged the Eductor
To ciean out the jets with welding rod. Mr. Hicks, foremen at the blend-
ing plant, etated that the men wore proper clothing and used gas masks
and rubber gloves while doing the above work.

I asked why we were not notified concerning the work on the Eductor
end was informed that several months ago their low pressure gauge was
giving them some trouble and they notified our office receiving instruc-
tions to fix same without a representative being present. I was told that
since the Eductor was in the seme line as the connection for the low pressure
gauge they coucluded that they could go zheed and work on it using the same
precautions.

I instructed Messrs. Bradley and Hicks to not have any work done
on the manifolding of the blending plent without notifying our Tulsa Office
so that 2 representative can be present. There is a warning placard on the
manifold of this plant.

lir. Bradley further stated that WhenE was back at the
refinery working he had told some of the men s ailment was lead
poison and of course alarmed scme of them. Mr. Bradley told me that they
had & men namedm age 26, who has been employed with them
about three years on tne loading rack and on the yard, who has compléined
of having deep headaches and he had gone to the Dr. Drespack in Chickasha.

When Mr. explained his work at the refinery the doctor told him he
had lead polson. Hence, when Mr. Bradley got word of this he called Mr.

?into his office and arranged for him to be examined by Dr. Pyle on

ednesday, July 1l6. - According to Mr.Bradley, Mr. has only handled
gasoline at the loading rack and had not been near the blending plant.

Yours very truly,

/s/ ®. R. BARNES
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P July 17, 1941

A etna Casualty
Ramsey Tower
Oklehoma City, Okla.

Attention: Mr. H. E. Ewing

Re: YR v Anderson Prichard
Address: i Cyril, Oklahoma Age 26

Dear Mr. Ewings

I am submitting a report made of my physical examination and the
reports of the laboratory referable to this man's complaints as showm
in the history as follows. This examination was made by me in my office
July 16, 1941.

History
This young man tells me that for the last three months he has

had some headaches and his neck had been sore. He did not see a doctor
until about three weeks asgo. It seems that he finally ended up by seeing
Dr. Dresbach at the Oklahoma Hospital in Chickesha, Oklahoma who gave

him a very slight examination and told him to get the following pres-
cription, which he gave him, end he has been teking this medicine since
that time and has lost no time from work. I saw the prescription that

Dr. Dresbach gave him and it was for a saturated solution of potassium
idodide, 10 drops three times a day. He tells me that he was given a
regular physical examination by Dr. Dickson who is the company doctor

at Cement, Oklahoma and passed it very satisfactory. But because of his
headaches he has gone back to Dr. Dresbach for further examination. His
neck hurt, his throat hurt end he is having quite a good deal of trouble
holding his head up. He now tells me that he has worked for the gasoline
company for the past 10 years but he has only woried for Anderson Prichard
about 2 1/2 years and during that time he has worked in the department
with the Ethyl gasoline and he has been told that he had lead poisoning
by Dr. Dresbach. He also tells me that all the boys that work down there
in the Ethyl department have the same symptoms that I have and "they are
burying my best friend tomorrow, he died from lead poisoning.™

Upon closer questioning I am unable to find any reason why this
man died of lead poisoning. It does seem that one of his friends did die
and that it had been diagnosed as lead poisoning by some doctor in Chickasha,
I think it was Dr. Dresbach. However, he had gone to see Dr. McClure pre-
viously and Dr. McClure and Dr. Pyle in the Chickasha Hospital tolé him that
he did not have lead poisoning, when suddenly he died two or three days
later efter their examination and which was diagnosed by Dr. Dresbach as
lead poisnning. He seys, 21l the boys in the plant down there that work
in Fthyl are scared to death and think they all have lead poisoning. I
have been sent here as a"Guinea Pig" to find out whether I have lead
polisoning or what is the matter with me.
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1. Pain in the back of his neck. -
2. At times it is difficult to hold my head up.

Physical Examinetion - R
Physaical examination shows an unusually well developed white male

who is 5! 10 1/2" tall and weighs 155 1/2 pounds, who walks into my exam—
ining room without any disturbance in his gait and with no different history
than I have listed in the first paragra.ph of this 1etter. Careful examina-
tion shows the following.

Head & Neck - ‘
: Hezd-There are no prominences nor no depressions. The scalp is

covered with an abundance of black hair.

Eyes-‘l‘he pupils are round and equal, react to light and accomoda~-
tion. There is no limitation of extra-occular eye movement. There is no
drooping of the lids.

Nose~-Negative. There is no growth or dlscharge.

Ears-Negative. There is no growth or discharge.

Mouth-The teeth need dental care very badly. There is no evldence
of a lead line in the gums.

Tonsils-This man has very badly infected tonsils. They are very
much lerger than normal and both tonsils ooze & great amount of pus upon
slight pressure. -

Neck-There is no stiffness of the nmscles of the neck. There
is no limitation of movement of the neck in any direction. There is no
soreness of the neck upon deep palpaticn. There are no objective findings
referable to discomfort in the neck. He can move his head and neck in any
direction with no apparent discomfort.. :

Upper Extremitios - | | |
The upper extremities. are equal in size and shape and length. There

is a small scar on the anterior surface of the right wrist which he said
was caused by the removal of a wart by his father when . he was a child. Other~

wise, there is no other pathology or loss of function. o

. S _ere are no abnormael breath.
~sommds. The skin over the chest and trunk is covered with many small skin
blotches which I em’of the opinion is due to the fact that this man has been
teking potassium idodide and he now has an idodide rash,

Heart ‘ :
The heart is in normel position, there are no th:cills s murmurs, or
hwpertrophy. The rate is 80. }I_ie _blood pressu;_'e 136/80.

Abdomen ' s , . S
The abdomen is well developed, well muscled, no acars , DO masses and B
Bo tenderness. v o ‘ S




Rectum

Negetive;
Back o e co _
: The back is well developed. There 1s mno limitation of movement or
any subjective symptoms of & back injury. o .

Lower Extremities E
The lower extremities are equal in size, shape and length, He has -
good muscle tone. There is no loss of function. '

Reflexes L L
‘ All deep reflexes are egual and not exaggerated.

Laboratogx
The laboratory findings are ‘attached in triplicate. ‘A1l findings

in the laboratory of the blood and urin are negative for lead.

Conclusion ‘

This man has no signs or symptoms either objective or subjective
referable to lead poisoning. This was confirmed by the laboratory findings.
My suggestion was, have *“his tonsils removed and that would relieve most of
his compleints.

This man has no history or complaints of a classical case of lead
poisoning of which we associzte abdominal .cramps and muscle spasms. As
stated, I believe that this man will recover from his mental condition and
the pain in the neck by the removal of his tonsils.

Very_truly yours,

- /s/ ROB't. H. ADAMS, M.D.
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,r such, und ‘was in attendance at ftie time of his aeath.

Herschel‘Duke Ew1ng,, Head of the local claim department of the Aetna Casualty

Company. Offlces on tne second floor of the Hamsey Tower in QOklahoma City.

— Deceased. Was a resideat of Cyril, Oklshoma, =ng was employed

as a pipe fitter at the Anderson Prichard Refinery in Cyril until his deatii.

R. Ledbetter Insurance Company: Maintains offices on the second floor of tie
Ramsey Tower in Qklehoma City. Agents for the fetna Affilisted Compenies, vwho
vrote Anderson Prichardt!s employer's liapility

=nd worxmen's compensation policy

with that company.

:iassachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Compsay: Eome office in Springfisld, Hassa-

chusetts. Oklahoma City office in the First dational Bullaling. Have written a

group life insurance policy for Anderson Prichard employses

TEOe

Okxlahoma Mutual Hosvital Corporation: Located at 1320 Iowa Street in

Cuicicasha,
QOkiszhoma. A corporation with not too good s reputnticn whose members coatribute
a sti‘ulated sum per year which entitles them and their families to free nmedical
exam,natlons, treatments, and care. Supposedly run by a business men for profit

who also has a 51m11ar organlzatlon in Shawnee, QOklahoma. It is reported that the

tarnover of doctors at Chlckasna is more rapld than the usual turnover of clerks

1n a buszness organlzation and that he 1s not too particular as to the gualifica-
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Casualty Company.

%K Investlgator for the Oklahoma City claim depar

%  PAGE 3

Located at Fletcher, Oklahoma. Undertaking establishment

tment of the letna

Qffice on the second floor of the Remsey Tower in QOklahome Clty.




