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A 2800-yesrold Epyptifn

nuunmy has yielded evidence
indicating  that  Amecicans
may he absorhing 0 times
wmare deid than did the an-
cient Fpyplians, + -~

They may also bie shsorhing
2 times more cadminm, an-
other ol the heavy metals
used in indusiry today,

The findirigs serve as a dra-
matic Mustration of how
man's cnvironment has be-
come polluicd over the ages.

The Tummy wus donated to
the University Museum of the
Univosity of Pennsylvania in
1o by the late Join Wana.
makg, the auerehant,
‘Autppsics* Conducted

L§st May it was cut open at

thefmuseum, and Philadelphia
scigntists then began a serics
of j“autopsies™ on the vhal
organs.
‘e mummy  practically
hapnied everybody,” quipped
ng of the scicntists, Dr. Solo-
mon H#. Katz, assistant cura-
tor of physival anthropology
at the muscunt,

Carbon 34 tests Indicaled
that the mummy was the re-
wmains of a male in his middle
4iis wha lived during the 22d
Fgyptian Dynasty and died
around £92 B.C., plus or minus
80 vears.

This was around the time

Dr. Solomon il Katz

that King Solomon reigned in
Isracl.

Denial tests were performed
on the mummy hy Dr. Irving
M. Shapiro, assaciate profes-
sor of microbiology at the
University of Pennsylvania
Schoot of Dental Medicine.

The tests were sumewhat in-
conclusive. They were based
on the knowledge that traces
of metals and lead collect in
the teeth and bunes of human
beings over their lifespan,

In the case of the mummy,
testing by 2 method known as
anndic  stripping voltamelry
led 1o the discovery that lead
in its tecth measured con-
servatively at 1.7 parts per
million paris of tooth,

Small fndustries

. Today the lead content in
the human dentine (the princi-
pal mass of a tooth) has been
found fo measure 300 to 400
paris per million, depending
on the age of the person and
where he has lived.

“Since we have known thal
lead is useful,” Dr. Shapiro
said, “we have mined it all
over the world, It is spread
everywhere into our soil and
planis and into the air, This

accounts for the dramatic in-
crease of lead in cur teoth,”

. Mincrals Remain

On the ather lx' 1 the
mummy’s lifespan wds in an
era in which the ghanulac.
twring process confisted  of
local handerafts »fd  small
homie  indusiries, Jlaiversity
Muscum  archeolopfas  David
('Canner and Langf Rell said.
¥ren the smcuin;‘::

which yiclds lcadgas a bypro-
duct, was mnot practiced in
Egypt until 2 3 centuries
after the mugimy’s death,
they added.
Dr. Katz said thut toeth pro-
vide a wigue fuethod of mea-
suring i
Once death
tooth deeay

$ Process.

Miliman's stwdy was
on_with the coupera-
tion ¢f Dy, Baruch §. Blum-

chgel Zimmerman, assistant
prdiessor of patholopy at
Pefn’s medical school,

Wil Be Put Togetlier

bDr. Zimmerman found 2
decp bacterial decomposition
of the lungs. He also found
what he descrihed as a focal
area of calcification in the
lungs which may have been
either tuberculosis or & fungil
disease,

Further tests are being
made. Afterward the mummy
will he put together again and
returned to the muscum,
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HUD Accused””
Of Not Acting
On Lead Paint

Altorneys for the Citywlde
Coalition Againsi™ Childhood

Lead Paint ( Poisoni late
yesET iy asM Dis-’
trict Court to force the U.S

Depariment of Housing and
Urban Development to stop
selling or transferring proper-
ties until lead-based paint in
the properties is eliminated.
Last August jihe coalition,
represented byf attorney Ge-
orge D. Gould fof . Community
. Legal Services]filed a suit in
* federal court a king that lead -
paint be rentovg
Yesterday, hwever, Gould
in a p!mion, charged that
“HUD has ipgnqred the douc-
mentary evlderjm of the U..
Department of %ealth Educa-

[-%
b

tion ‘and Welfare on the sub-
ject of the haards of lead
paint.”

Gould's petition states fure
ther that the duty to eliminate
this health hazard mainly in
+ connection with small children

« has not been met by HUD.

| *if lead paint poisoning haz-
ards are not alleviated, chil-
dren will suffer irreparable
harm and injury resulting In
death, brain damage, mental
retardatinn, blindness and kid-
ney disease,” the petition
states,



