columbus, Onio
3/30/35

L am a grqduate student of Ohio State
Iniversity working in the department of Hort-
iculture,  On I'ay 7th I am to make a radio
t3lk on the present status of the sprey residue
nroblem esnecially on apples, This talk is
ziven in Jonnectlon with our fruit school of
the nir. |

Tear

sir:

I have been informed that much work
hos been carried out on spray residue at the
1ledical College of Cincinnati, I would 1lik
if DOSSlbqe, to have some accurate and rellable
inform “tlau concerning tne seriousness of snray

residue with regard to the consuners' health

and Just w the heslth is affected, e do not
want to my inform either the growers or the
consurers |as to thé seriousness of swnray residue.
nrovwers Lqe reluctant to installing washing
equi;men+}tnuq sur information must he hased on
f~¢t not 4neories,

any informnation will be greatly apprec-

Sincerely yomrs,
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b have not

i due problem
lead intske of
pcise studles
hve no results
biones However,
status of this
B literature

b3 one

L problem
point out

n the Departe
issible quane
1 or in food

ince for lead

is about 2#1/2 p.p.m. and that for arsenic 1s about 1 p.p.m.

Any fruits or vegetables which are found by

the agent of

this department to be in excess of these tolerances in ine

torstats commerce are condemned and destroyede.

As to the

tolesranceas themselves, they have been established as a
result of the Judgement of a group of experts who nave

definits oplonions on this subject.

Undoubbtedly the best

Judgement of these men has been exercised in eatablishing

the Lolerances.

Unfortunately, however, there 1s no present
sound scilentifle basls for theaes tolerances,

Judgement has

been arrived at on the basis of indireet observations and

on the basis of analogles from animal observations.

We do:

not lnow precisely whether the tolerances should be lower
than they are or whother they might with safety be considerably

highers. On the other hand it is quite well
fruita, and particularly apples, as they arm

kncown that meny
picked from the

trses have on their surfaces quantities of lead and arsenic

very much in excess of the btolerance,

The quantihies may
be elght or ten times more than the tolerance permits,

This

meana, of eourse, that there these materials are destined for
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