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Dear Mr Leifer:

it  was good to hear from you on Friday] 1 hope that  we can work together — 
it  sounds l ike the Kehoe papers might  st rengthen your case, and learning 
about the mat erials you’ve uncovered wil l  help me. I’m writ ing my 
dissert at ion on indust rial air  pollut ion in the f i rst  decade or so af t er World 
War Two, through a case study of a disast er in two steel t owns near 
Pit t sburgh, the 1940 Donora smog. A lot  of big names in the asbestos,  
si l icosis,  and lead st or ies invest igat ed the Donora smog —for 

" Pennsylvania’s Department  of Health, the United St eelworkers,  the Bureau of
> Mines and Public Health Service,.the indust rial Hygiene Foundat ion, the

Ket tering Laboratory of Applied Physiology,  and on. Through looking at  t heir 
work, I hope to show' how indust ry and government let  such shoddy expert ise 
develop ( i t 's clear why —to keep air pollut ion from becoming a recognized 
cause of legal ly comperisible disease). Lot s of t el l ing anecdotes, and what  
looks l ike a conspiracy (what  sociologist s of knowledge would call the 
’’social negot iat ion of science") to dissociat e US Steel from responsibil i t y.  
The inj ury arid death smog cases were set t led out of court  in June 1951 
af t er Robert  Kehoe of the Ket tering assembled an al l -st ar  cast  of expert  
wit nesses to defend US Steel American Steel and Wire, including Anthony 
Lanza, Wesley CL Herneori, Phil Drinker, Hurd C Wil let t  (a founder of MIT’s 
Dept of Meteorology), and H. H. Schrenk (head of the Public Health Service's 
of f icial  invest igat ion into the smog, hired as the Indust rial Hygiene 
Foundat ion’s research director less than a month af t er publicat ion of the 
federal government 's report!). The more I can learn about lead, the more 
sense i can make of indust rial air  pollut ion research.

The resource I ment ioned over the phone Friday night  i s the Bay Area Air  
Pollut ion Cont rol Dist r ict  l ibrary. Art hur St ern ment ions the l ibrary in the 
second edit ion of his Ai r  Pollut ion manual (copyright  1968); i t ’s a f i le of 
about 18,500 art icles,  unpublished conference presentat ions, bibl iographies.
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and books on air  pollut ion,  st ret ching t rom the early l yoos to the midiy/ os 
(copyright  on the handwrit ten author and subj ect  indexes is 1958). in 
Philadelphia, the local technical inst it ut e (Drexel Universit y) has a 
relat ively complete, i f  dog-eared, microf i lm copy, wit h copies a dime 
apiece. There may be other copies around the count ry, and perhaps even an 
original l ibrary;  however, one can tell f rom the microf i lms that  it ems were 
copied all over the place (Stanford Research Inst it ute,  Taf t  Sanit ary 
Engineering Center, etc) so that  there may be no such thing as an original 
library. Came across two papers on lead poisoning from the Lead Indust ries 
Associat ion's Nov 15-16,  1948 conference in Chicago, marked "published by 
the L!A, 1948” in Proceedings of the Lead Hygiene Conference: one by GG 
Harrold and SF Meek, "Solubil i t y and part icle size in lead poisoning," (13 
pages) and a second by DR Johns, "The t reatment  of lead poisoning, past  and 
present ," (15 pages).

Anyways,  enclosed is a copy of the New York Times art icle that  ment ions 
your case, as well as a copy of the lat est  let t er I sent  to the Cincinnat i 
archivist  Bi l l ie Broaddus. As far as t ravel l ing t ime goes, the last  week in 
April  (next  week) and the week of May 20th look okay right  now. I look 
forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely)

Lynne P. Snyder 
(home) 215-386-5566 
(work) 215-898-4643
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