Dr. J. . Gertsr

Heal th cvommilssioner
Crermont County :
District Board of Health
batuv o, Onio '

Deur Poctor Certer:

I heve yvour letter of
April 1st concerning & case of a man who died, con
whea & diagnosls of lead poisconing had bkeen mude.

ke lsad centent of the
varnish, a3 glven in thals instance, 13 t00 lcw to have
caused even Low grads lead poiscning, end 1t certainly
couid noi have produced fatal lead poisoning. It is
concaivable, of course, that fthe man had someée other

-exvosure to lead-in the course of his occcupstion, out

1f his work conslisted solely or prinarily of working

with varnish under the conditions described 1in your

letter, i vidink it is fair ic say that occupational

lead poisoning was not responsible Lor his daauh. Une
wonders what the actual conditicn was and whether in this
instance the man could have been exposad to toxic vapors
from the solvent, such as, {or cxample, Denzol. Benzol '
is not ordinarily used in this way, so that benzol poison=-
ing would be a comparatively improbable cause of the death.
On the other hand, i1f it seems reasonably certain that the
man developed an illness from his job, it would be necessary

to examine carefully Into any and all possible exposures

in order to determine what was the cause of his 1llness.

I repeat that if the information which you have given me

is correct, it could not have boen lead poisoning, and

in the absence of adequate clinical data, it would be
difficult to arrive at a diagnosis. Wrist drop, as the
expression 1is frequently used, may mean a variety of
things. The expresasicn " swollen blue gums" does not

convey the idea that there was a lead line. "Blue nall
beds" are an indication of cyanosis and suggest either

some circulatory difficulty, or the absorption of some
material which, like aniling produces a gsneral cyanosis.
If any more information on this case is available, I should
be glad to give you my boasat judgment concerning its meaning.
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Ag to the variations in the lead
intake of different people, and 1ts pcssible relation-
ship te lead poisecning, I may say that lead poisoning

" in adults in the genéral population is excéedingly
-“rare, and it is quite unli _that any non-occupational

: If it seens probabla that this man
died of some. polsoning which arose out of his occupation,
it would be wise to.- investi ate the conditions under which
gs great “wdll as possible
_ f?ﬁMmtswtofm%eﬁaktm
handled. Lhe only aﬂternat‘,e to - this, 80 far as I can
see, 1f the question of Lead‘poisoning can really De
seriou&ly considereﬂ, ig to 5xhume the bady and make

; '3 which will ﬁemo‘ the distribut¢on of the
qu&nbbties of lead in the _esm

Sincerely yours,

RAK:1is Robert A, Kshoe, M.D.
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