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I am cnelocing a copy of my trip report on the asbestos
meeting held in New Yori. ; '
Tnin meeting underlined the fact that digeaces due Lo

asbestos are no longer chiefly found in worlkers in asbestos
mines and textile mills where the riaics nave been recognized
and guarded against. The risis now are among the secondary
users, such as the manufacturers ‘eand installers, of ingulation,
but the risics are highest where the envircameantal conditions
are most difficult to control. Such Jobs as the ripping out
of old insulation or the mixing of the éry iagrcdients for
agbestos cement must result in the production of a dusty,
asbestos-contalining atmosphere. - In suen situations persenal,

~-welle-fitted, respiratory protective devices ace the mos:

elffective meana of praotecting the workars, . .
. The Du Pont Company spends tetweesn % €o 7 per cent of the
cost of new construction on insulating materials, mush of which
centzing asgbestoa. Roughly 260,000 pounds of pipe insulation
are used every year and approximately 7Q per cent of this
insulation 1s agbestos, With figures of this magnitude 1t 13
acT Qifficult to visualize a real nealth nazard existing Jjuss
in this one use of aabestos,

Because of the long time lag from Tirst exposure to

. diaznosis (the mean perled is zbout 40 rears), the potential
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reagiratory disease problem 1s liable to grow in size. This
13 particularly true of the nyion plants which are big uscrs
of esteatos inszuletion on their "Dowtherm" lines, a&l) of wiich
have been irdssalled in the last 26 yearsc. The compensation
aspeats of this wrodlem apeai: for L(heagelves and point to the
need for adequate pulmonary fuaction studieu on &ll workers
exposed vo a definite risk of respiratery damage.
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Asbestoes cxpoaure only higHlizhts a nced for ecloaer
attantlion to pulmonary function studies throughout the Company.
Claima are being made apoinst many companics on the basis of aa
alleged exposure to toxic materials in the air of tha voric
place and the subsequent develepment of pulmonary emphysecma or
gome: other c¢hrdnic pulmonary disease., AL this time the

- iacidence of chronic raspiratory discage is .second only to
cardicvascular disease in cases receiving disability allowances
through social cecurity, and about 7 pe> eceat of cdult males

. have becn diagnoscd az naviag pulmenary emphysema. If this

tread to making more claims continues and the number of persons
in & position to malte elaims contiinues to rise, the prohlem
could be a seriocus one for the Company. One anawer to this
problem is to know the pulmeonary function status of all -
employees in the same way that the hearing status of all
employeeds 18 documented. Without 2 beseline pulmonary function
evaluation the Company would be in & difficult position 1
chronic pulmonary disease 18 finmglly diangnosed ip an employec
to state that the wori environment played no part in its
causation. It i3 my beliel that for less money than would be
iavolved ia the losa of a2 single court suilt an eflcctive .
pulmonary function testing program can be set up and.opcrated

3 .'.

‘T ghall be glod to present a concreta proposal aleag -
these lines, .ot
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