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BY MIKE LAVELLE

CHICAGO~"0ne of the men in the asbestos
workeys' unign, before ha died, used to walk

++ ‘hackwards. I had never seen this before uniil

1 began to cate for ashestos workers, You may
wonder why ashestos workers walk hack.

1 wards. They don't always walk backwards. It
< is only going upstaivs, They are so short of

breath that alter two steps they have 1o uit
dowri, 1t I easler to go up a fight of stairs
backwards than walking up. 1t is & terrible
way lo dfe”

| . That is from Dr, Irving SelikoFs lestimany

Tefore the Senate Labor Commiltee In supe
-port of the Ocoupatioral Safety and Health

: oAk

. Asbestos iz a mineral composed of waxy

. white fibers, not unlike dental floss in appeat-
4 aiee Asbeslos, a mineral found in serpentine

vock, is virtually indestructible, is resistant 1o

1 beat, cold and most chemicals. 1t does nat de-

cay or cortode, Thggh stiong, ashestos {ibers
are 5o soft and flexible that they can be spun
ind woven like cotton, No maiter how i i

* crushed, smaller and smaller fibers result
"7 Ashestos has an estimated 3,000 industrial

uses, among them ngulation for space rock-

. ¢ts, roof shingles, siding, packing, gaskets, en-
* gine blankets, brake [ining, mufflers, building
*eonstruction and insulation, home furnish-

ings, drapes, rugs, floors, celling tiles, pot-

. holders, oven lining,

Ashesios has heen called the magie mineral
of the 20th century and, a5 3 measure of the
ugly side of Industelal progréss, it even has a
disease ramed aftey it; ashestcsls,

. The disease results from breathing in the
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Liny asbestos particles, It is a crippling, often
fatal Jung disease similat tn coal miners' black
lung, merked by coughing, shoriness of
treath, and 2 searring of lung tissue revealed
in X rays,

Ashestosis was fits( reported in medieal
terature in 1007 by an English doctor, Indi-
vidual cases have been reported in the United
$tates and Great Britain ever since,

Over the vears the U.S, government has
Tecommended 2 series of safe ashestas expo-
sure levels, each lower than the previous feve
¢l, Tet 129 of the deaths of workers at Johns

Mike Lovelle, @ hot pipe bender, wriles

“tbaul bluscollor affeirs for the Chirage

Tribune,

Manville Corp. (the largest U.S. producer of
ashestos) betwean 1039 and 1972 resulted
Nom aghestasls.

Eliminatimg all esposure I technically fea
sible, but for the moment no pressure for this
seemts {0 be coming fromt ynions or gavern.
ment.

There seems to he a hit of economic black-
mall in the asbestos manufacturers' claim
{hat if Lhey are pressed 1o end all exposure
they would be left with two options—move to
a more favorable lahor climate or automate
the existing plants, In cither event, warkers
are in what, is {ast becoming a deadly work-
end-health bind, struggling lor industrial
safely. Industry's response fo their dilemma
tekes the form of thraatening their jobs,

Except for & growing corps of dedicated

doctors, cience seems lo be & netural observ.

er. Jf there ave any governmen, union or in-
dustry crash programs ta.change the ashestos
industry hazards, I'm either ignorant of them
ar (hett dministrators are doing a lousy job
of advertising their efforls.

The iffieulty in spreading {he message of
occupational hazards is that much of it i ¢t
mulative and undiamalic, A vietim of a ing
digease isn't dencing ane day and dead the
next. 1t s 3 very slow, painful process not un
like cancer, One could, In fact, call asbestos a
form of industriat cancer,

Selikof did a study of 632 asbestos workers
with 20 ar more years of exposute and found
{heir death vate {0 ha 23% grester than other
workers 1 a similar age hrackel, The effects
of ashesins are sammed up best by & worker
who said:

"At tighttime T can't sioep. 1t just seems
Iike I'm sore ail over. Now [ éven get paits in
the chest and downithe Yack and everyihing,
Ny wife don't sleep with me. T eough too
much atnight, 'm 43 2nd J se) like 75"

Seme progress s being made; ashestos
workers, who previously could not look i
their own X vays, now can do sq through their
1970 coniract with Johns Manville, Before
then the company woyldn't give any valid
medical information at all

Even that is a new departare [rom the
bread-and-butter contracts of the 'S0s, aecord.
ing to one union afficial: “We wese awate of
asbestosis then, 1 couldn't help but notice it
527 people die from it However, the time for
2ction wasn't ripe in the 'S0z,

Well, s tipe mow. Ripe, hell, T say it
festering,
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