Feuruary 5, 1974

Mr. Lavid Swauak

professor of [aw

The University of oOklahoua
63u Parrington Oval
Norman, Oklaioma 73069

Lear Mr. Swanx:

I am remiss in 10t having dnswered previously your letter of June 21, concerning
tne Noerr vs, Sitkin Company case, lavolviug the poisonin, of cattle by lead,
The facts in this case were investigated lairiy tuorougaly in establisaing the
followin, facts:

1. That cattle velonging to dr., anu Mrs. Noerr had ween poisoned by lead,

2. That the source vf tae lead residedu in the heavy countamination of forage on
the Noerr faruw from a nearby soelter (im.roperly uesigned anc equipped to protect
ajainst the escdpe into the air oi stack efifluents lrom the swelter).

A considerable amount of investijation established these facts beyond any reasonable
doubt and eventually (after a wholly uanecessary la;se of tiuse) « veruict was ~
rendered in favor of the Noerr's and damnuages were assessed o,4inst the Syfkin )
Company. i

I can site tue lepal man who nandled Lhe cuase. He was 3ir, .liert Hauck whose
auCress is 3 W. Market Street, lewistuwn, reansylvania 17u44. The c¢vitence in

this instunce wus noL as coun,.reunelusive in Certain res,ects as it might have been,
but it was, in my opiuion, sufiicient tu substantiate the iaCts in this suit.

MuCii wure Cuiizreliensive Gata =l nl Lave been, wvut it was, in wy 0;inilen, safificient
Lo substantiate the lacts in this sudt, MuCh nore com.renensive watad i utbt nave
teen obtained by earlier and more exiensive investigation, anu in a aore s«eptical
situation in a different court migatl well have been required to secure 4 ,usliive
verdict and wore eiavorate Cosim, Lul in tnis ingtance, I leilieve, ituat the verdict
was just and the costs were reasonably d4ssessedu,

It so happens that I cannot travel at .rescent because of un illness (a cerebral
hemorrhdje some MONLhs asu), anu I sSia.ly cannot accert thne responsivility four the
collection of =vidence anu the dewmonscration of tie facts obtaining iu your case.
It wight be that one of the otaer acabers of the starf of this LaLuratory would
carry out the necessary investagulion, It is very uoubtiui, I thinh, a5 to wnether
Mr. Houck would undertake the legal work.
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I wish to ajpolozize for this long delay in my re;ly, but my recovery from my
euvisode of illness has been somewhat delayed, and I'm afraid that I've been

less than enthusiastic in returning to the activities that characterized my
previous behawior in matters of this type. I trust that in so doin.g, I have not
been responsible for too long a delay in your efforts to represent your client
or clients., .nother investigator could have attended to this problem.

Cordially yours,

Robert 4, Kehoe, M.D.

professor Emeritus of

Occupational Medicine
RiK:wb
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