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D e a r  D r .  Kehoe:

T h a n k  you v e r y  m u ch  fo r  the  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  copy of  the  
H a r b e n  L e c t u r e s  s e n t  in r e p l y  to M is s  W ebb 's  l e t t e r .  It h a s  b e e n  of 
t r e m e n d o u s  he lp  to h e r  w o rk  in o u r  p r o g r a m .  H o w e v e r ,  M iss  Webb who 
i s  a g r a d u a t e  s tu d e n t  wil l  be  r e t u r n i n g  to s c h o o l  in the  fa l l ,  t h e r e f o r e  I 
a m  w r i t i n g  in r e p l y  to y o u r  i n t e r e s t  in o u r  l ead  p o iso n in g  s tudy .

In y o u r  l e t t e r  you in q u i r e d  a s  to the  a s p e c t  of l ead  
p o i s o n in g  in which we w e r e  i n t e r e s t e d .  O u r  p r e s e n t  i n t e r e s t  c e n t e r s  
a r o u n d  le ad  p o iso n in g  in c h i l d r e n  in the St. Louis  a r e a .  We wish  to l end  
a s s i s t a n c e  to n e ig h b o rh o o d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and r e l e v a n t  a g e n c i e s  i n t e r e s t e d  
in the d e tec t io n ,  t r e a t m e n t ,  and  p r e v e n t i o n  of l e a d  p o iso n in g  in ghe t to  
a r e a s .  H o w e v e r ,  we e v e n tu a l ly  hope to s t a r t  r e s e a r c h  in d e t e r m i n i n g  
the hea l th  e f f e c t s  of  e x p o s u r e  to low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  l e ad .

It is  o u r  hope to s t a r t  a s c r e e n i n g  p r o g r a m  u s ing  h a i r  
a s  the  s a m p l e  fo r  a n a l y s i s  a c c o r d i n g  to the  Kopito  m e th o d .  Wre would l ike  
to con t inue  the  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e r n in g  the  s u i t a b i l i t y  of h a i r  a s  a s a m p l e  
f o r  m a s s  s c r e e n i n g  and the  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  v a lu e s  ob ta ined  in th i s  a n a l y s i s .  
We would c e r t a i n l y  a p p r e c i a t e  any  op in ions  o r  s u g g e s t i o n s  you m a y  have  
t o w a r d s  th is  end. I m e t  with you b r i e f l y  in New Y o r k  a t  the  A i r  P o l lu t io n  
C o n t r o l  A s s o c i a t i o n  M ee t ing  and p o s e d  th i s  r e s e a r c h  p o s s i b i l i t y  to you. 
H o w e v e r ,  a t  th a t  t i m e  we w e re  not ab le  to t a lk  in g r e a t  d e t a i l  and thus  you 
only in d ic a te d  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  of th i s  l ine  of r e s e a r c h .  T h e r e f o r e ,  any
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su g g e st io n s  you m ay have co n cern in g  th is  would be m o st h e lp fu l. It m ay  
be p o s s ib le  that we could sen d  for  you la te r  th is  fa ll to sp eak  w ith  our  
group. Would you be in ter e sted ?

In a recen t com m u n ication  with D r. A gn es L a ttim er , 
C hairm an o f the C hicago C om m ittee  A gain st L ead P o iso n in g  and a 
p ed ia tr ic ia n  at M ich ael R e e se  H o sp ita l, a lea d  poison  c a se  w as brought 
to m y attention  w hich I thought you m ay be able to  help  in  in ter p r e tin g .
The patien t is  a four y ea r  old  fem a le  who w as adm itted to M ich ael R e e s e 's  
M andel C lin ic  on Ju ly  6, 1969. Two blood sa m p les  an alyzed  for lead  
both gave v a lu es  o f 413 m g % lea d . The ch ild  had sym p tom s o f v o m itin g  
and s lig h t co n stip a tion , but no n eu ro lo g ic  sym p tom s w ere  ev id en t. When 
trea ted  with ca lc iu m  v e r s in a te , the ch ild  ex cr e ted  2. 6 m g o f lea d  in the  
u rin e in the f ir s t  24 h o u rs . T h ere is  a h is to r y  o f p ica , h ow ever  when the 
ch ild  w as sc r e e n e d  l e s s  than a y e a r  ago, th ere  w as no ev id en ce  o f e lev a ted  
blood lea d . Dr. L attim er  i s  in ter e sted  in why th ere a re  no n eu ro lo g ic  
sym p tom s with such  a high blood le v e l .  We would lik e  your opinion on 
th is  c a s e .
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