By Peter T. Chew
M WaAsINGTON, D.C.

yoars, coologtists have been warne

the dangers of PCB, a DDTlike

sole U.
¢ year voluntarily lniled the
] mm!cnl'l uses, But Jnst weck it was dls-
cldsed that millions of chickens possibly
tainted with the chemical have been mar-
Xeted in 10 Xastern and Southern states In
vecent weeks, :
© Government officlals say the amount
of PCB In the chickens was not beyond
aceeptabla levels. Nevertheless, that incle
dent could lead 0 further restrictions on
the use of the chemical. Rep. Willlam F.
] New Yorkue:mrnz. 1nst week lnﬁ'- :
that would all | g
BULR0 "Use of PCB in the United lectric (insulating) flulds,
tates. . :
The latest and moss serious csse of
contamination was discoversd In
arer Molly Farms Inaustries of
N.C., one of the world's larg- | = ~~ e g
rsial poultry " flar to that of nn’r tho powertul long-

‘lived ingecticide. Both are among the
*. group of chiorinated hydrocarbons that

lovels of PCB.

later taken over, by Al
veloping  valuable “iiwikstila

LU Y

". other things, birds' reproductive cycles.
m mc. l §wedish Mnloctu named

.Vearly 6,600,000 chickens g0 to remu‘ ¢
outlets in the 10 states every nwonth, It is !

birds shipped to market in the 10 states
since July 23, reports that nono of those -
tested have contained unacceptably high

e g e e

entar the food chaln and af{ect, among |

g sho kA I

: 3 p h on tainted with |

’ feots on :1.;:\':::‘ mm::.::“;“‘:nm‘n:"“’ “, PCB. The agriculture Departiviont, which - .
. the sole U.8. manufmciufor of has been cartying:on oxtenalve tesung of-

PCB s lhorlha-m for polychlorlnated
.- biphenyl, a family of chemical substances, to o
' discovered In tha late 1800s. In the early’ et
- 10368, Swann Chemieal Co., which was' : ’
began dae
uses  for
PCBy. They have sorved as ingredients in
corroston-reaistant palnts, Industrial ad- R
heslves, rubberiike sealants, and as a-- S

4 ‘Tne ohemical structute of PCB Is ame

M‘led as upon. nnd m more lmvl!y
chlorinated components have zrester tox-
lclty. No tolerance lmits have desn set
human-food supplies, and thelr cane
carclu-lng properties remain to de 6&
rmined.’*

. PCB ¢ in
xuh. nnd lnur in wild birds. Three years

) later, Robert W. Risebrough, a marine
o with the y of California
e ] discovered PCB in the pere-

peible environment for PCB, The sub-
luluo makes its way nuro nu'w‘h drain-

spillages, s
. mm.wnmnmnunbyuam
PCB also makes its way into the at-
through the

falcon, .
mnmuuynutuuunummn

nd the lixe. It -

sich a3 nr. R
brough, 88, :':a: 48
e Wiim! N.d?. !ua-mw p{n.g.
mmo bas argued that :::- chamis o

a0, the Actigmnt In WATEYd3 o s
that the is {¢ ia any usaze. - .
MT. Ryan also crudTEe T Aghictine .

Department and the FDA for nos Tevealing
details of the chicken contamization ustli’
uu w '!C‘:t aftar-the accldent wae

o

MONS 033570 -

>




