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Declining, Tests Show

By JAMES WELSIL
Star Btall Waller *

The Agriculture Deparlment
tod:\?‘ reported preliminary tost
vesults showing that chickens,
fed on contaryinuted fish meal in
a 10-state avea and now being
processed for retnil sale, do not
cortain Jovels of chemical resi-
ﬂue sufticient to haip the pub-

.
The jmplication of the initial
fost resulls is thal chickens on
the markel now may well be
safo—~although chickens sold in
June and catlior this month may
ot have been.

Millions of chickens were
foared Lainted afler the
discovery thay an indusirial
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m Chickens

chemieal,  polychlorinated bi-
phenyl or PCB, had been icaking
for more than two months inlo
fish meal sed at & plant in

| " Largest Grower

i Nolly Farms, the world's larg-
est poultry raiser, discoverod
something wrong with the way
¢ggs were hatching at its big
North Carolina  operation in’
mid-July and traced the problem
back 1o the fish meal plant in:
Wilminglon, Monsanto Corp., the.

|

North Carolina.

Agricullure officials launched
2 crash test progrom Inst Fri-
day, taking some 400 samples of
broilers, and also swine, at
sluu{;hlorhouscs throughout tho
Sontheast rogion.

With 137 of those pics now

fact of PCBs, also was:
{consulted. !

On July 16, Monsanto nolificd
the Food and Drug Administra-
tions of the trouble. FDA tests
over the next {wo days, a week-
end resulted in closing the Wil

reporied, Dr, Fred Fullerton,
chiel of Agriculture’s meal and
ipoultry inspection division, said
today thal traccs of PCB woro
found in the majorily of cascs.
But nonc of thc samples re-
vealed levels higher than that
declared tolerable by the Food
.and Drug Administration.

| rm{; lin;lll “x 5 r-m per mil-
lon of the chemical. .

. Fullerton said the highest
found in the currenl samples
tested so far was 1.4 parts per

million.

All but about 30 of the sam-
plos, however, showed some
itrace of the PCBs.

I"0f the 137 tests, 124 were
for poulry. The remaining 18
jwere for swine. The highest
level of PCBs found in the swine
samples was 1.3 parts por mil-

lion.

“We're hmath,il;:g ca’sw:l. l;ut
we're st watching closely for
Jhe rest of the test resulls,” he
-said. .

Lab reports on the other sam-

plos are expecled by tomorrow,
“The chemical leaked from a

officials of the problem on Jul
.19, a8 week ago Monday. Bn&%
was not untli a weck ago today,
that FDA was able lo supp{

Agriculture with a list of the 65
firms throughout the Southeast
where the conlaminated fish
meal had been sold,

Agriculture officials began the
hurry-up {esting program the
next day.

Throughout last weck and
much of this week, the depart-

ing glant. F)
Holly Farms told Agriculture

tion of up (o 800,000 tons of iced
for chickens, fowl and swinc.
This feed was capable in turn of
raising hundreds of mlilions of
chickens. .

The FDA tests July 17 skowed
PCB levels of 15 to 20 parts per
million in the fish meal al the
Wilmington plant.

Dilution occurred as the fish
meal became a small part of the

ichicken feed, but it was feared
that animals raiscd on the fcod

over. the course of weeks would
build up much higher Jevels of
the chemical in body tissues,

A campaign to recall the taint.’
cd fish meal has unly been frac-
tlgn:lly suecessful, acrording to

Of the 16,000 idns sent from
the plant, about 1,000 tons have
been returncd. Most of the re-
mainder can be presumcd to
have been used.

PCBs have been used for a'
number of ycars in & wide vurie-;
fy of indusirial and agriculiural
operations. Only in recent ycars
was it discovered that sipnifi-
cant amounts of the chemicals
bad been building up in the envi-!
ronment, ) 1

the problem, simply saying in a
ress announcement that some
sts were being run,
By yesurda{ Agriculture offi.
cials vere telling a fuller story
after news stories appeared that
Holly Farms had to kill about
77,000 chickens because they
1contained higher than tolerable
'PCB levels.

The 16,000 tons of fish meal
that were contaminated since;
April 30 were used in the produc-

hoat oxchanger into the fishi

moal over a 10-wock period

e
gioning about . Aprite, - . 1

ment sofl-pedaled the nature of J*
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