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‘State May Seek Ban

On Lake Contaminant

LANSING (AP) — The stats Depart-
ment of Natursl Ruvurnl may u-t
ban oo a ch
nant offictals say is turning up at
;:;mmn( Jevels” In Lake Michigan

The chemical is polychiorinated biphe-
nyl (PCB), used in household products
from handsoap te paper,

“It the Environmeatal Protection -

Agency is not In a position to act nation-
sily, we may have (o go to the Jegislature

“ industry. The sole U.S. manufacturer of
the product, Monsanto Chemical Co. of
St. Louls, agrosd Y5 WP prodiiclig the
chemical for certain industrial uses
which led to contamination.

“There were 39 industries uporuw
use of PCBs (in Michigan) last year,"
nid Tomey, “a whols lot mors thas

. When we followed #t up we
found l:cn- showing up in sl kinds of

PCBs are chemically associated with
DDT. When PCB was first unmasked as
a conlaminant in 1900 it was found tn

DNR.

Turney said the EPA may not be able
to act because of statutory limitstions on
ita authority.

Turney did not rule out the possibility
products containing PCB could be aliow-

US. Food and Drug Administration
seized some shipments of chubs. The
agwncy said PCB levels were “‘danger-
ously "

FDA limits are five parts per million,
but some of the chubs had as much a3 0
parts per milion.

Potentially barmful to humans are lev-
als of 30 parts per millisn.

Turney told the Natural Resources
Commission in a report Thursday the
situation is “alarming” because PCB
Jevels have remained the same or in-
creased since 1970, ratber than decreay-
ing as predicted.

The lcvel of most other mtlmlumv

has decressed, Turney

“In 1970, we feit we hd things under
control,” -he said. “‘We byttoned up all
the major discharges of PCBs.”

At that time, PCB was used mainly by

of up to 300 parts per mil-

In 1970, some mink ranchers fed their
animals salmon contaminated with PCB
and had trouble keeping young mlmuh
alive, sajd Turney.
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