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Daar Mr. Alderson, ‘

The Shirbuildl agulation

I hiva now baen able to congider the Sekiedule of asbestoals
cases from 1950 to 1957 which you sent to me recently, and the other
Schedulae in respect of cases prior to 1950 which Mr. Clogg sent to me.
The information contained in the Schednles is very hslpful and in cer-
taln respects it 13 quite $1Twminating. :

Praliminary Commantyg
@ | Dealing first with tha main Schaduls, 1.e, the cases from
1950 to 1957, the case of Maanan should be axeluded as he was never

cortifiad by the Mddieal Board and we d4d not admit that he had asbes~
- tosisy the claim by his widow waa settled ocut of Court for tastical

raasonsg.

Congequantly, in this Schednle there are fifteen cages to
bae congidered, but i1t is convenient to add to this Schedule the thrae
cases (included in the older Schedula) of men who were certified in
1649 and 1950, namely, Griffiths, Beaty and Smythe. We have thersfore
eighteen cases to consider, the dates of certiflcation ranging from

1949 to 1957,

’ : For stadistlieal purposes, I am at the moment entirely
exeluding the five cases shewn on the first page of the Scheduls of
old cases, as they requirs to be consldered separataly for reasons
mentioned below. The ease of W. J. Clarke shewn on the gocond page
should ba ignored, as he was not certified by the Medical Board.

P

Cagseg from 1 to

Wa have elghteen cases to consider, and I see that fourtaen
of them ware boiler ecversrs and four wers Spray oparators. Y enolose
a statistlcsl statement analysing these eightean cuses, I have.
prapared this so that in due counrse we can all consider what arguments
wa can put forvard to show that the risk of asbesiosis in shipgards (or
indeed anywhers else) 1s not an increasing risk, either among boiler -

- coverars or Spray operators. It would be helpful if you could hava
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G. Aldarson, Es3q. 4th Dacember 1957.

thia Statemant chsecked at Washinston prior to my visit later in thae
month. © 1% could also ba amplifiad if 4t 13 felt that any further:
available gtatistical information would be of assistance, in support

of our armuments. '

I feel that if wa can, 30 far as pessibles, ascertain and
agree the ralavant facts prior to my visit,.we can then deal more = _ .
afficiently with the Importan¥ quistions 57 the idrgmmsnis svailablg™ ™ ™
to us, the %aotical aspect genarally, and so on. :

Cages vrior £o 1949 .

Wa have %0 considsr the five casss appearing on the Scheduls
of old casas, namely, Coggan, Presland and Stephenson., Two of them
ware mainly engagsd 1n mixing asbestos composition, and ‘the third
{Stephenson) was engaged on rormal insulation work and occagional
nattress makings H4 wag primarily engaged on marine work, but Coggan
and Pregland, in Manchestar and London, wars I think engaged on land

work only.

. Thege ars three very old cases as the men were first employed
in the Industry in 1922, 1919 and 1909, and each of them therafore was
employed for a.substantlal pariod bafors ths Asbegtos Regulations cams
into operation in 1932. .Thair ssrviecs in faot seased in 1932 and 1933.
As they were certified so long ago, I propose to ignore them altogather,
as our main argument is that the risk of asbestosls 1s not increasing.

The other two cages, the Watlkdns father and son, are rather
different, and I propose similarly to ignore thenm.

Watlkdns senior, engaged apparently on land work only, was
employed in the Industry for twenty five years from 1925 to 1%46. Ha
was not certified in his l1ifetime, but the Medical Board, after his
death, certified that i1t was dus to agbestosls and tubsrculosis. He ™
vas employsd in the Industry for seven years btefore the coming into
affect of the Asbestos Regulations, i.a. before any statutory precau~
tlong existad. :

The case of Watldns junior was most unusual and unfortunats.
He was only employed by N.I.Co.Ltd. as an apprentics for two years (from
1942 to 1944) between the ages of 14 and 16, and his work was opening
fibre bags and mixing plastic. He died two years later, in 1946, and
the Post Mortem statad that the death was due to pulmonary tuberculosis
and to asbestosis, which was menticned as belng "early and. difficult %o
£ind", but the Medical Board later granted a Cartificate that the death
vas caused by agsbestosls accempaniad by tudberculosis,. Owing to ths
very short period of exposurs o any risgk, we wers at the time very
doubtful whethsr agbestosls was in fact one of the causes of deathe.
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G. Alderson, Bsqe 4th Decembe. 1957.

. In any event, these two employses wers not a.ngaga.'d‘qn
r:grine work at all, and ¥or cor prasent purpose I propose to 1znors
Sl : ' :

Zogaibls Cageg - - ' v A .
o Y e - : S g e et e e wrtela gt LR, e em,

.+ sascoe  Ag ghawn dn the Scheduley. ‘claims -have recanitly beén mada "

by four employees, namely, Saergeant, McCutcheon, Evans and Gallagher,

I should ba glad if I could be given some particulars about these

four employees, 1.a. their age, length of servies and so on, and the

type of work on which they have been employed.

Yours faitbfully,

g
/"’/-4- .

Bne.




