-mo‘.n.. e VA o praP RIS S et e

PRAIN SO o

I Ql:nrpus @bnﬂtt@auer

£ weme e

% ,
Thu
Tt

rsday, February 26 1987“," -

PR

By Darla Morgan
* STAFF WRITER e X
—8un Exploratron and Production Co has been
} fined $9,000 for violating the Texas Clean Alr s 3
Act by failing to control asbestos emiissions”
-~while demohshmg 1ts Redﬁsh Bay plant near
a;Ingleside. . - :
-:'.Meanwhtle the Corpus Chnsn Independent
y.School District has’ discoveréd an asbestos- "
}wrapped prpe, about 50 feet long, at Miller Htgh
1 SChOOl . e iy
i .The Sun vrolatton occurred in June l R saxd
- Tom Palmer, director of the Texas Air Control
1Board regional office in Corpus ‘Christi. -5 - =
.Officials of Sun Exploration and Producuon
Co a Corpus Christi ﬁrm, could not be rcached
for comment ) .
- ,-The school district spent more than SlOO 000
.removmg asbestos’ at Ray High School in 1985 -
‘anid more than $300,000 in 1984 removing the -
?substance from ‘several other schools. Most re- -
acently,

s i

vy,

cently, the district found asbestos during reno- -
vatxons at Miller, said Abe Saavedra, assrstant
‘,supenntendent of support services for CCISD..

’,."The district, he said, is planning to remove
33 “the asbestos with 4 contractor certified i in asbes-
) ‘wtos temoval.: The asbestos-wrapped pipe is lo-
— 'éated .away from _ student exposure,_Saavedra
. Sald : o
;: Removmg the asbestos at Mlllel‘ should not”
: be

“'is much less surface : ‘area of asbestos, said Ray‘
_Brlyeu who oversees maintenance for CCISD. -
ne Exposure to high levéls of asbéstos fibers has
been linked by the federal Envrronmental Pro-"
tectton Agency .to .incréased mcrdence "of lung
T cancer, “asbestosis “and “other resprratory ‘ail-
—; ments. Asbestos is a mineral ised as msulatron
Zfor pipes and in burldmgs : -
‘¥.Federal law requires school drstncts to survey

tos is present in school butldrngs .

.,The CCISD completed its survey about three

«,years ago, and removed all asbestos vrsrble to
the survey team, Saavedra said.

“" Followmg those mspectrons asbestos was I

g moved from pipes and ceilings at Tom Browne

5"‘Hrgh School and Schanen Elementary School at.

| containing asbestos. :
W Slnce September TACB mspectors have in-o-

schools 1o determine how much, if any, asbes- B

“and Wynn Seale junior high schools; Miller -

‘A leler High Scbool pipe, about
: 50 feet long, bas been discovered

by CCISD to: be wrapped in “s:", i

bestos. o

e o

acostof$372881 L V,é:A:_.v{_

-.But, Saavedra added, as schools are remod-
eled or renovated, workers sometimes find as--
- bestos-covered pipes ‘or
. original inspection, as was the case at Mtller.

~“Very lrkely we wrll contrnue o drscover n
he said, ST

~v;A.—., TR ,-,

e ae

tiles “hidden ‘in the

= If the asbestos is not dlsturbed the emrssron *‘ )

level usually ‘is too low to pose.a danger to”

occupants of a buxldmg. But accordmg to the_' .
-EPA, if the asbestos is disturbed or’ broken up,-_'.

. w R TOS)

the released fibers can' pose a threat. -

The administrative fine at Sun’s Redfish Bay' '
.-plant occurred;. Palmer said, ‘because the ‘com- .
pany failed to notify the state” when asbestos -

“was discovered whrle dtsmantlmg the plant :

o “They had already stnpped alot of} the asbes- ;, g

tos out of there, and it was all over the ground ,

Palmer ‘said.

Ungler theTetas Cle; ;
mg or industrial plant rs‘demolrshed 5t more”
“than 260 feet of asbestos prp'

TACB

'al techmques be used, and that no vrsxble emis--
- sions of asbestos ﬁbers be “allowed durtng
removal transportatxon or d posal of matenals

'—"l'he statute also requrres that only wet remov— o

“:insulation : is- ""‘~"
early'as expensrve as at Ray because there. Mremoved advance notice must bé filed wi with, the

~'spected 41 sites where asbestos was bemg re-~ B

moved or abated, ‘Palmer said. - .
The $9,000 ﬁne ‘assessed agamst Sun Explora-

* tion"and Productron Co. is the only major ﬁne .

assessed this year, he said. .

" Palmer satd he has recommended that anoth-
-er fine be ‘assessed agamst another company for
*its handling of asbestos. e .

“That recommendatron "xs rn
now he sard - ’




