October 23, 1968

George F. Kirby, Pa.D,., Presiueut
Etihyl Corporation

P.0O. Box 1466

Batoo Rouge, lLa. 70321

¥t nas ccecurred to we tiiat you would be keealy iaterested i. koowiny the status of
tae 1uvestiation coiceraed with a tolerable level of lcad in the general atmusprere,
esvecially at teds time when the goal of the work is near at hand., I sihall have to
sit dow: witi all of the data obtained during the past several yeurs duri.. which
tiiis nas been the point of attack, and see what I can cone up with., Tiois cun be doue
waile tae observations on our preseunt experimental subject {(who is out of phase with
the schedule through no fault of his owa) are beiny completed., Tuere is litlle

doubt 1. my mind that ais behavior will follow closely the gpatiern oi the performance
shown in the uresent report,

Tiis cbviously sketcny report was prepared at tie request oi br, Plancey wuo had to
Teport to & committee of 4.P.X. and the results uad to be pdcked up Jjusit wiere ithey
were. The latter are quite suificient, however, to reveil the important cutcome of
the exneriment. I have sent copies of the report, incowmplete as it is to o nuaber

of the persous most conceruned in Ethyl Corporation, duPont and lead. Industries
..ssociation.

I shali be goinyg to Holland, by way of London, 4t the cud of November, to pariticiuic
{by invitation) in a Symposium in imsterdam with a4 number of outstandir: EBuropesa

men iu the field of Occupational Healtn, in which standurds and vractices iu the
lead-using trades will be the subject. 4 report is to be prepared Ffor presentuation
to the International sssociaticn for Occupational Healih at the Bixteenth Conuress in
Tokyo in September of 1968, I have no doubt that there will be discussion of the
stundard for the general atmosphere. 1've been askea to discuss the papers being
presented (which have been sent to me) in sowme detail ant to prepare a record (later)
of umy comments. It is an opportunity that I would not wisin to miss,

While in ILondon, I shall weet with Bevan and others, and Dr, Barry has asked me to
visit the plants in Chesnire to follow-up & LIt on wy last visit., I am pleased, of
course, to do this.

I would not like to anticipate the outcome of a critical and statistical examination
of the information obtained from these experiments by predieting what the "tolerable
lgvel” - that is the precise number that emerges from the data alone - will he, hut

I think there will be @ basis in theory that will emerge, snd tnat this can be
tuilored further, to some degree, by physiological considerations. as you may know,
I've been exceedingly reluctant to offer guesses, as 4 substitute for reasonably fimn
experimental evidence, on this highly inportant watter, If a number for load comes
Llojsically out of the experimental data, it will be the first exauple of such an event.
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George F. Kirby, Ph.D
Puge 2
October 23, 1368

In view of the concluding salutation of your last letter, I am happy to tell you
that I had a thoroughly deligitful vacation in which not the least important factor
was marvelous fishing and riding beautiful trails on norseback, The best fishing,
of course, was the farthest away on the trails,

Sincerely,

Robert A, Kehae, M.D.

Professor Emeritus of

Qccupational Medicine
RaK:wp

enclosure

P.3. I have not forgotten the sequel to my original report to you. I hope to set
at it shortly,
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