ETHYL CORPORATION

INTER-OFFICE
CORRESPONDENCE
TQ Drs Ve Hachle ADDRESS Hew York
FROM As Je Baldwin ‘ . ADDRESS Eastern Region

SUBJECT Alleged Leag Poisoning Case = “s. DATE March 20, 19L7

Yie are attaching hereto the entire file on the above subject case,
which includes the following —
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Enclse

Cover letiter rrom Stu Forbese

Lttorney Penrose Hertzlert!s lebter of Nerch 12, 19L7.
Statement of Irwin J. Yoder, dated Qctober 21, 19L6.
The Deading Hospital Operative Tecord, signed by John
Spannuth, dated July 26, 1916,

The Brym Mawr Hospital Clinical Laboratory Report
signed by lax M. Strumia, H.D., dated July 11, 19&6.
Letter to Penna. T. & Fo Hube Case Ins. Co., signed by
Co Ce Norton of Wilson Adjustment Bureau, dated
February 28, 19LT.

Very truly FOUurs,

» BALOWIN
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CORRESPONDENCE
TO Mr. M. A. Taylor ADDRESs New York
FROM . Forbes ADDRESS Philadelphia
1
SUBJECT Alleged Lead Poisoning Case DATE March 17, 1947

Attachad herewith please find the file con-
cerning an alleged lead poisoning case forwarded by
gy, Penrose Hertzler, attorney for the Pennsylvania
T. & F. ihut. Cas. Ing. Co. This insurance company is
handling a suit entered against the St. John's Cemetery

Comnanii_ ii iillagticn with the death of Mr.-

Ag you will recall I forwarded a preliminary
letter on the above a few days ago. It was my thought
thaet perhaps our Hedical Department can be of some
assistance to Mr. Hertzler. The case, in my opinion,
is a little bit silly but nevertheless Attorney Hertszler
will probably have to preduce an expert opinion on the
subject when the case is presented to the referee for
hearing.

Very truly your

Tl

S. FORBES

' ‘ D) waclusale)
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LAY OFFICES
zoo“naa‘u‘:‘rpnco STREET
POTTSVILLE, PA.

PENROSE HERTZLER.
E. MAC TROUTMAN

March 12, 1947

Stusrt Forbes, Assistant Division Manager
Bthyl Corporation

123 South Broad Street

Philadelphia 9, Pennsylvania

Dear ¥r. Forbes:

In re: -(Dec'd.) vs. St. Johnt's
Cemstery Company, Ince.

It was & pleasure to see you on lMonday last in re the
abovee.

We are enclosing nerewlth copy of the statement of ths co-
worker of the claimant's decedent, a copy of the operative find-
ings given by Dr. John Spannuth under date of July 26, 1946, a
copy of tne report of Dr. Strumia to Dr. liesharg of July 11, 1946
and a copy of the report of the investigator of February 28, 1947
for the reasson that it incorporatses the report of Dr. Relnhold
and the further report on the condltion of the claimant's decedent

by Dr. Spannuth subssquent to hils discharge from the hosplital on .

June 12, 1946.

Weo appreclate very much the courtesy you extended to us and
for your statement that your company willl bse glad to coopersate
and possibly can supply Dr. Kehoe as a witness for us in the
event we are unable to rule out the use of Ethyl gasoline and,
as we told you, at this date we are not prepared to do so because
the operator of the local station sold both Atlantic White and
Ethyl gasoline to the Cemstery Association, the latter presum-
ably for use in the truck operated by the claiment's decedent.

Very truly;ygurg,
7 A |
S As 1 LY :_«" Iy
‘\/aﬁmdgﬁb;?bu;“ﬁ/
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 Letween aaults and scaller Hraves, I do not know, but adult srsves were

o

Cctober 21, 1346

: . ]
, Irwin 5. Yoder, 172 N. 3ra 8t., Hamburg, Fa., state I am 52 years
I 2.€, marrie¢ awa enplo,ed by St. John's cemetery Co., Inc., Damburg,

Tame, siuce April 1, ,“&5,‘as an assistant caretaxker, whicn consists
of xa¢utepduce of tue four cemeteries they operate; which includes the
L s, ete. At time I startedwork the man under whose
L ‘also preformed the same Ltype of work, was
o8 State St., Hamburg, Fa. He then was evidently
cbnc1tlon, anc e made no complalnts. Graves were
Sometime in April 1$46 we mowed the grass at the #1
ana Yeidenhammer using a hand mower.
; : manner. It took about two or two
to mow thise. fl' after this he. started to complain
goout iee11n~ k in his legs, and sort of broken down. Sometime in
Jure 1845 iy ekployer TUrned over to us for use a Powsar Cgerated Grave
diseer, which nad several attachments with it for digging cuttlnq,
tampilt. , etc. This is & one man operated mdcnlne, tne powpr beling by
sesoline, fuel, a low prage of gasoline being used as prescrlbea, it
Leine ixeq witin a porvion of oil. This gzsoline used.was a wilte in
color. . hnile tie fuel receptacle held abrut two quarts, only generally
te uart of fuel was in the “eceptacls et a time as not more tnan that
WaS neeCed for Tue brepdratlon of a yrave. The spark to fire tae one
;yarw slug, wes from a portib.e battevy. The tool attaciied to this digger
perutea Oy cemgpression. “hen a2 zrave cigginzg wss to be prepered,
scc¢ and first algéings were by hand, ihe ¢igger not Deing used until
became more cifficult. This dirger is handled entirely by hand.
snd for a snort while S crcrated it, woraing himself,
we votn operated it, worsing tosether, e used the dipzer only
1 size raves. This 1s termed a ftarcc zas Hammer. An acult
s oy feet Geep abcut 37 inches wide and 7 feet or better in
Graves were preprreC in the open, Lhe only exceztion belin. when
e wealner sucn ag rain ¢r snow was falling when a tent cover was
gireCleC over the rplace where grave was beling _repared wh.cn nad tne
glieg anc encs open. Tne high center was abcul six Ieet abeve surface
¢i.G tue sices about three or four off surface. This use of cover was
seicon, VNN Gic the laying cut of grave digging plans. Yearly,
TNEre wWere an average of 50 graves all tola, but now tihiat was ¢iviced
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in toe majority. At any time that I used this digger with

I felt no 111 effects from its use anté et nc time did Veldennani.er mase
cemy laint of or show any ill effects. § and I were the only

'w

€y ov@es cut cccasionally extra ewUlﬁu v 1Ted temgorarily to
a:sis WIleT: We WEI'e exira buey. The pr epcrcglcn cf an adult grave
consuneC an entire cay of eignt nours, and sometimes &an extra several
;curs, egpecially if the grave wes walled. Cur vorx weex is 55 days of
& urg. with the excegtion Leing; winen there are funerals on Saturcay
alterncons. (N cccaegicns several graves were prepared on successive

58+ Frow rirst time welcenhamuer complained of physical difficulties,

i.€ continueC to comrlain occasionally and cut down on his activiiy
Lut cace cut to work regulerly. He cdid not to me at any time incicate

'JF NN 1L 4 o0




‘imatement‘cf Irwin J. Yoder, continued ‘ s,

Sy AEess~clYy was by naming any disease. The last time tnat
R o ccicsteG in rep:ring a grave when the cascline
: i T o prepire the srave ¢l Lrs. Balthas seLwes
. B It was shortly after that tuat
cut te work anymore. I learned thal he had Leen
el in ferepart of .ay 1i46 then returned to iiis hone for a
1y, Chenl reacmititec end Gled there the latter part of July 1246.
1id not snow Just what hie disesse was. I visited
e, hen at Hospital during his first stay toere, but did
Yo him es nhe was having a bloed transfusion not discussing

i

o]

L oresC tids gtetement of 4 pages and is it correct?

/s/ Irwin J. Yecler
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THE READING ROSPITAL

s _ CPZRATIVE RECCED
lianes “ Date: 7-26-46
Coces: o
Freoperative diagnosis: ijerhemolysis. Splénic anemia.
rostoperative diagnosis: same.
Sur.eon: Dr. Aentscnler anesthetist: Dr. Eoodbfidge

Assistantis: Dr. Raodes, Dr. liatesko
anestuesia used: ‘Cyclopropane, ether cocain,

curare
Time operation began: 5:10 P.il.
Cprerations Srle nectomy

srcoss Fathological findings

Iypertropiny of tne spleen with hy Lernpmoly31q and very marked
secondary anemid.

Lperatlive procecure and suture material used.

.~ lett rectus incision wss weace. The patient was in a very serious

censrar concition with a hemoéiobinEﬁrouna £2% and tne red blood count
arcurnc 10C00. There was mursed pallsr to all tue structurec J'.ncludilﬁ.cr

tue Dowels. The gpleen wame abpcéut the size of a guart. T

li.ztec in four sections. It was atlached posteriorly with Sdﬁll flbrlllar
ascaesions but it was easily breugit into the wound and above the surface

¢I tae abdominal wall. Lelther tiie stomach nor the omentum nor the pancreas
vae ailacned to tne spleen. Ligation of the pedicle was periormed by the
cuployiment of stick ties of coromic #l cats ut. There was no bleeding of

)

any accoupt. The bleocd that was visible wae watlery. There was a small
accessory =pléen about 1" in diameter. This wss remeoved without
aizticuliy. The abdomen was closed in layers. -Chromic .2 was used in the

form of a running suture for thne JL,erltoneum.. Lne fascia wes closed with
a running suture of chrcmic #1 catgut. Approximately & retention sutures
wel'e employed. EanCage was applied. Fatient had three gints of blood on
tne table znd 10000 cc. of ncormal saline.

Srcnge count: None : :
Lrains: None Signature of operator:
John Epannuth-
T

KE 0016417




‘I:J.: D \..{‘I .nuri.-q 1"—CCTI ,'&I.r
i : Clinical Laboratory
Bryn nawr, Fa.
pé

LAX Lee Strumia . July il, 1946
Lirector

Tle ge @» eHArPS
heacing wospital
West Aeacing; Pa.

b
®

Dear Doctior Leharg:- . '
Wl .-; axe &4, arpears to have had no

illnesses save tyghoid at tue age of six. He has teen in excellent
nealih until the presept illness. Iiis flrst admission to the
'ospizal vwas on 5/7,46. &t that time he had complained for three
weexks of vweakness and shortness of breath. Ten days before admis-
sion we noticed jaundicej he nsd no weight loss. Cn adaission

in tne hospital ne had Jauncice and received rlght transfusions.

g

IL was LVV_Q =zt one time tiial tne urea nitrogen in the blood was
4U e . % and on aamiesion wie hemozlobin was Z2%. The fragility
cf erythrocytre wae aecreased (oebdn at .5 ana w s complete at
.cc) andé tue serum bilirubin was elevated (2 mg. on cne occasion).
€ was cisclar-ed on 6,15/ with 2 nemozlobin of 52 and readmitted
o thne 23rd with a similar complaint.. At this tirMe he had a serum
biilirubin of 4 az. and the red cell fragility began at .5 and was

cin.lete &t .4. e had a severe reaction to a transfusiocn and
Lie ne mo.lobin was lower after tune transfusion ithaen beiore:

Tills peatient appears to aave tafen no medicine snd has had no
exgosure 1o cuemicals witn tue possible exception of exposure Lo
Léuts Wnis point is at least do.btful. Exposure to gasoline fumes
in thne open woes not appear to be sufficient to cause lead poisoning.
..Cwever, tne report of Dr. Zeinhold on the blood lead content, will
clear tnis point. With these findings and an enlarged spleen, the
alagznosis of newclytic anemia I feel is Jjustified.

I feel that it will be most essential to give thiQ patient only
nn compatible blood and I would therefore immediately type this
patient as well as the prospective donors. leou;d.alqo recomnend
1a1 in view oi tie 1act that this patient has great tendency to

wolysies and that since you use plain citrate as oreservative, I
l&CGm“enu that you use only L1lood stored for ncot more than 48 hours.
I wisih also t0 recommenc that a biological test be carried out before
vacn transfusien. For this purpose give the patient about 100 ce. of
vlooc and co a serum bilirubin Lh&rQlStElj before and three hours
aiter treinstusion. If there is no eharp increase in the serum
bilirudin level, you mey xive the rest of the blood slowly.

Ll

KE 0016418



The kxicney function of this patient should ve carefully
wtualeo ginCe Laere is & good” OOSSlDllle of damage frcm previous
newolytis crisis. A sflenectomj, I belleve, is acvisable eince it is
Tie only way we& know to cneck hypernemolysis. The patient's serum
bilirucvin and urobilin should be checked daily. Almost invariably
a s_.ontaneous remission occurs when the serum bilirubin drops o
rcrmal or uear normal and the urobilin excretion sreatly diminiskes.
AT thie tine the patient soould be transfused every Gay and when the
uemoglobin is 13 gme or better, proceed witn the- splenectomy.

erewitin enclosed plsasce find report of L ne differential blood

counte. The retlcuiocyte preparation was not satisfactory but the
reticulocytes apresr to be greatly incregsed.

I will =ppreci: te very much if you keep me acquainted with the
¢ccirge c¢f thils patient.

Litn best regerds ana luanxks for tne opgportunity to see this
in.fr“st ny, case, I am

Very sincerely yours,

Nax . Strumia, i.0.

S/ b
E1C o

KE 0016419
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Reading, Penna..
February 28; 1947

Penna. Te & Fe ute Cas. Ins. Co.
325-:33 South 18th Street
Harrisburg, Fenusylvania

Gentlemens=-
RE: Claim #148030 - d/a ?7/4¢
vs. St. gohn's Cemetery Co.
cur file F17146

Referring to Attornej Hertzler's letter of Cctober 14, 1c46,
scdressea to your Lir. Foor, be advised that we believe we have

coverea all the suggestions as concerns the investigation of

this matter. In regard to Doctor Spannuth and Doctor J. G. ieharg, we
feel that both of these doctors were more or less giving ug the

"prush off" at various times when we called on them. However, we

have finally been successful in having a short discussion with

Boctcr Je Ge. meharg, :amburg, Pennsylvania. Doctor ieharg steted that
he wae summoned to tie home of this claimant on February 4, 1944¢,

and his professional opinion was that the clalmant WaS suffering with
an defarently bad case of anemia. The doctor confessed that the lieiden-
Daamer Temily is known in their community &as belnc a "peculiar" type of
ramlly. Ie states thatl they were on-the “tlght" side as far as
finances zre ccncerned. The doctor was of the opinion that this was

a case bevmnc his hendling, and since he realized the peculiarities

of the | family, and did not want them to condemn him at

a later caue Lor what he termed "the lack of profesgional ability," he
persuaded them to 2llow the claiment to be admitted to the Reading
Hospitale. At this time, the Dector called Doctor Spannuth into
censultation. The file will show that the claimant was discharged
from the Hospital, and then later he was readmitted. At the time of
this last readmittance to the Hospital, the claiment's spleen was
removed, and following this, the. claimant died.

Doctor leharg states that he did not even have the thought that tais
cleimant suffered from lead poisoning. He states that Doctors Strumia
ana Spannuth, the former of the Bryn Iawr Labecratory, discovered the
presence of lead. A Doctor John G. Reinhold, of the Phllaeelphla
Generzl I ospital, Philadelphia, Pennsylvaniaj; was also in on this
latter procedure. Doctor Lieharg states that the only nistory he
could obtain as concerns this claimant veing in contact with lead,
nad to dc with the claimenit using the grave digger, which digger was
operated by gasoline. He states that all further guestioning brought

KE 0016420
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Fage &
siut mladuol St. Jgohn's Cemetery Co. Feb

february 28, '47

no evigence of lead p01son1n5 being connected with tae cialmant's
ULIVate lite. - Shen we intormed the doctor of the fact that the
fuel used in the grave digger was a ¥white gas," which contained no
lead; it was. uulte apperent thatl he was considerably flabbergasted.
=] questlonea uocnor hery concernlng Doctor stru ] ‘

&
tne difierential blooa.COunt, and tne doctor stated that he was of

the opinion that this report was part of the “oqpltalls Records.
Doctor i.eiharg tien showed us two papers he had, which he permitted

ws to copy. Cne was from Doctor Reinhold, Ph. D, and was on stationery
oi the I: laaelynla ‘General Hospitaly Eullacelphla, Pennsylvanla.

This report was nct oatea, out did contain the following informations

T fcund 0.087 ng. per liten of urlne (as lead). This
is a high normal of slightly high figure depending upon
thie output of urine during the /4 hour period in
question. Since it xeprequnts & single determination, no
conclusive significance can be assigned to it."

/s/J.G. Reinhold, Ph.D

It is Toctor ileharg's opinion that this report was mace on the basis
of urine which was furnicred to Doctor Heinhold, during the
claimsnt's secona stay at the Hospital.

»g ccncerns Doctor Spannuth. Ve realize your need of information
irod this doctor, and we can assure you tihat we telephoned this
coctor's cifice many times and also mate several personal visits
2t nis oifice. ‘e could never get any further than speaxing to
nis nurse, wgpo also acts as nis secretary. Ve realize the fact
et tieie doctor is a very busy man, and all of his worx is done
vy appointment only. lowever, we feel that the doctor considers
lieeli so important, that an 1nvest1bator, in his opinion, is
IOtnlu@ but a nuisance. We have sat in the doctor's office many
times ior more than an nour at a time, in hopes of gaining an
interview with the doctor through his nurse. However, we have
never been successful in having an interview. e even had his
nurse ask him when 1t would be a good time to see him. e told
tne nurse that we would be willing to call on the doctor at any
time thet would be convenient to him, elther morning, afternoon,
or nionht. <till we have not had his cooperation. it one time,
the nurse was tcld by the coctor to inform us that "all the records
gpean for tiiemselves.!

by
-

e informed the nurse that there were ceveral other matters that we
woula like to Giscuss with tne doctor regarding this case, which
matters were not discussed in the records. ¢Cn one or two occasions,
tiiis doctor half-heartedly made appointments, and when we attempted
10 Keepr them, the doctor always feound himself unable to Keep the
32001ntm9nt. :

A

Since tiie recent correspondence incdicates that tne referee's hearing
is drawing near, we have still continued in an effort to hiave a

2 Ao do
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discussion with this doctor, but up to the present writing, we
nave not been aocle to interview him. %e will continue with
him. FranKly, if we do not accomplish our mission shortly,

it would zppear to us thet an 1nterv1eW‘w1th this doctor is
practically out of the cuestlon. It would then appear- to us
that some unusual strategy would have to bDe followed in an
effort to see him. Ve know Tll well, that if we ever would

te able to talk with hiam, that we woulu never be able to obtain
a statement from nlm.

as concerns, Doctor Strumia's report of the differential Hood
count and all the laboratory findings on this claimant, be
aav1sea that we have reguested the Record Librarian, to furnish
ues with this 1anrmmt10n, but in this matter, we have had no
COOuGP&thH« The claimant's widow gave us written permission

LC obtain such 1nformatlon. For your information, we‘endeavored
to contact both the hospital record librarian and

Doctor Spannuth on February 27, 1947, but as stated before,

we were not successful.

58 ceoncerns Lir. Foor's letter of February 21, to which was

attached a copy cf attorney Hertzler's letter addressed to

.I'e Foor under date of February 17, 1047, be advised tha

L. Yoder, who worked with the deceased, stated that to his

vest ncwledge, only white gas was used at all times. Ir. Yoder
states he never filled the fuel compartment, but he was sure

what colored gasoline was never useq, since the insured was
instructed never to use anything but white gas when operating the
srave digger. In this respect, we refer you to our report in which
we stated that we called at the gasoline station where all of the
sas that was used by tioe insured was purchased. We indicated in our
re_ort that this station informed us that he only gas taken away
from tne station in containers, was the white gas, which was
supposed to contain no lead. The other type of gas sold to the
insured was Atlantic White Flash, which gas was put into the
insured's trucke.

W zettlemoyer of the insured, while checking through his
records, founc that ¥rs. BDalthaser died On.Ayfll 11, 1t46, and
was buried on April 1€, 1246. While there is no record as to
tiie exact date tihel her grave was prepared, it naturally would
iigve been between those two dates. Iir. Zettlemoyer states that
ne aoes not believe thie grave would have been prepared on the
cate of tinis lady's death, and surely it would not have been
preparec on the date that she was buried. He states that most
likely ti.e grave was prepared on April 15 S which day was a
.onday,; and which was a day and a half prior to the burial.

0016422
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. in $£148030 St. John's Cemetery Co. . February 28,

is concerns the toird paragraph of Attorney Ilertzler's letter,
we are assuming th:t_someone representing your Company in
fﬂlL&CGlLﬂld, Fennsylvania, is obtaining tae information as
covers Doctor Strumia and Doctor Reinhold. In answer %o the

roae b wonetner the. patlent was. sent to Do ‘
Docter Relnnol\, be &dvised that we °~e confid nt tngt the
iment's speclitens only were sent 1o
attenpting to discover what type of vessel was ucea to send
tnese siecimens and we dre attempting to do thiis in such a
woy whicn will not be a lead to tre other side.-

ie ‘assure you tiat we are truly putting forward our best
eficrts to get the information which you are requesting
varouszh Attorney Hertzler. Cne cf our representatives w1ll
e in rottsv1lle, Fennsylvania, during the week of karch &, 1947,
and if by that time, we nave not developed ail the information
that we are after; we will have & conference with Attorney
Certzler, and possibly by this conference, we will work out some means
woereby these loose ends csn be gathered together, so that pverytnlns
will be in sunape Tor the rcferee's hearing.

Tne report which Doctor kieharg had in his possession which was
from Loctor Spannutn and winich was not dated, concerned the claimant
arter he was qischarged from the Hospital follow1ng his first visit.

rne claimant was first discharged on June 12, 1946. Ve gquote
vils revort:
"Zes improved nicely since administration of cal-
cium lucovate anG hematimic agents Calcium ziven
on besis of suspected lead p 1scn125 (us=d a hammer in
nis work powered by &aqollne) Had a trensfusion on
June 8, 184€. Blood count on uuno 10 showed 55 Hbg.
& C.25 r b c - getting calcium gluccvate gr. Xt tia
and ferrous sulpnmte gr. 3t 1 b. Belleve calcium admini-
stration can be stopped if milk - 1 gt. cdaily is used
for a time." .
/s/Spennuth
e snall keep you advised of all developments as they occur.
Very truly yours,
WILS (N ADJUSTEENT BURTAU
C. C. Norten

Cis/neg
ce: attorney renrose Hertzler
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