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' '1“_1ntprested 1n Lcmmzntxng on the provosed standard should have done

- everage expnsurn tu asbesfos of 0 5 {1bers/cc The perm1ss1ble
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Dr. John Kilsheimer Yrom: ‘Dick Gruenbaum "//’/Pf’
lnuse lwated Be]ow R . . ... o .
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PSBESTOS o Date: December &, 1975

This mens is & fallww-up of the meoting you called on Pecember 3
to bring vuu to dute on Lthe present anf proposed asbestos standards
as wc?l ay how thsst stendards may uffori our future because of the

1arge volunes of vermiculite used which conta1ns the asbestos.

The OSHA Standards that weRefirst printed on May ?9, 1971 indicated
that 12 fibers/w) was the TLY for asbestos, A new slandard became
effective on July 7, 1972 which indicated that the maximum 8-hour
time-weighted average of asbestos fibers not exceed 5 fibers/cc.
This same standard indicated that effective July 1, 1976, the 8-hour
time-weighted-averasge asbestos Tibers concentrations will be lowered
to 2 fibersfoc. ' '

On Septenber 39; 1275 2 notice of proposed rule-making was published

“in the Feders) uegixter proposing to lower the B~hour time-weighted

5;andard 15 prppnsan a Nax1mum of 5 {1bersfcc ce111ng Persons

continqgé:f? )
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Based on our limited information rcgarding the ashestos concen-
. trations in our production facilities, 1 feel the July 1, 1976

standard can be mel; however, the fiew preposed standard of 0.5

fibers/oe wil) be very difficull if nol impossible to meet in

ovr Trionized production area.

Following is a history of the asbestos fibers in our vermiculite

as 1 know il -

I was first made aware of a possible asbestos problem in
our verniculite in late 1971 by Mr. Fred Eaton from K. R.
Grace Co. My contact ithrough Mr. Falon was- regarding some
d1scqs"_sion's conﬁ-eming a dry dust collection sysiem we

. vere about to iry on our vermiculite expanders. [ring
'eaﬂy 1972,-Y was in contlacl with Hr; Eaton on several

. omaswn%, agam regardmg the dust. coliection. Durinq

t-ach d1scuss1 un, the poas1ble aqbestos prob]em was mz»n'-'. LT e TH

'"-__tzonad hy Mr. Euton and fmaﬂy sugqeshnq that Y. R.

. s.amphng m our plant

" continued
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Mr. Laton, Mr. Eschenbach, Safcty Administralor, wnd WMr.
Kostie, Environmentalist from W, R. Grace, were granted
pérmission to visit our facilities on May 30, 1472.

During this visit, eighy ashostos §anmles were tuken in
the Trionived plant area, primarily in the expander area.
these samples were then snalyzed by V. R. Grace. Resuits
of these tests were 0 Lo 8.3 fibers/cc with a mean of 27,
I1.should be noted thal during this time four of the eight

expanders were in operation using only W. K. Grace ore.

After receiving the resu]is from W. R, Grace's analysis,

ii was Tclt that cyuipment should he purchased for per-
forﬂﬁpg our own sarplées.  Proper sampling equipment was
theﬁ.puvchased and again on March 8, 1973 eight samples
‘ﬁcre chiained and sent té'w. k. Grace for analysis. Six
expanders werc in operation during thesc tests, resuTts of _

o ,:{whwch ranged frum g g tu 8 8 f1bers/cc w1th a mean of

'f f1bers/cc.'“

ﬁé&é‘%est& 1nd1Cated that some extensmve :amp]1ng shou]d be

"

E'.done to see 1f any rea] prob]an areas aould he 1dent1f1ed

" continued
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' Thebefére, during the month of May 1973, 33 asbestos
samples vere 6btained, all of which wore sent to Q. k.
Grace fur analysis. These tests_w%ré taken while running
Trom one lo sﬂvén expanﬁer; Roqulte indicaled & low of
0.3 to a high of 59.3 fibers/cc with » mean of > 4. ltA
should be noted that some definile problem areas weré
identified during this sampling and operalional changes

were nade where the excessively high count was obtained.

Aftér Lhe above results wéfe analyred and discugsed, it
was decided that one of wur prime dusiing areas was lhe
sloner hoods which vas due'to inadequate dust collection.’
In follow=-up, a new bag house dusl collector has since
Been-ingial?ed to vent the stoner hoods., In addition, &
totaNy enclosed vibrating conveyor sysiem was insialled
for conveying the expanoed vcrm1cu]1tc from 5, 6, 7 and 8

_ expanders to the Rtorage bzns o ~,:f o B e

*:fhe f1rst qarm]1ng done 1n the expande: area since thc new
: T{quu1pment has been 1nstalled was-on Novenber 12, IG75 when

14 sarp]eq were obta1n(d These 14 sanv1?s have been qent

e re

continued

DOJ WRG 0217



e

Subject: -
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to U, R.Grace for anslysis, rcsulis of which are cxpecled
around December 20. 11 should be noled that approximatcly
X0 percent nf'tﬁé vermienlite used during Lthis sampling
period was Afvican with the remsining 50 percent being
from Libby, Montana. Six expanders were being used during

this testing.

Per'your_suggestion, 1 will be Tollowing-up on the following items:
1. Obiain additional asbeslios samﬁ]es Tor analysis by an
independent laborstory. John Kilsheimer will be

sending me 2 Tist of the Tgboralories suggested by 131

2. 1 will be checking with W. R. Grace in regard to what,
{f'anything, they have done or are planmning on doing

aﬁout the recenl proposed standards,

3. loCutc & laboratory that could analy/e the verm1cu11tc

Torr et

Fomc from d1fferent sources 1n regatd to f1ber content
-dR w(-l'l a'; typer\ of flhers lhl] then fcﬂ]ow up hy

19nd1nq scnmleq.to the labordtor1es for ana]vs1s

Posslble RS
5g .
. Al Ml cabas DEak Coask Wanb Olenn BE11 Hilleoass & John Kenpedv
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