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P.O. Box No. 17, Oil Sites Road, Ellesmere Port, Wir ral, Merseyside L65 4H F

Registered Off ice:
20 Berkeley Square, London, W1 X 6 D T  
Registered No: 344359  
Registered - London

, Telegrams: O CT EL ELLPO RT  
Cables: O CTEL ELLESM ERE PORT

Telephone: 051-355 3611  
Telex: 629384

Your ref.
Dr .  R. A . Kehoe,  
Hi gh l and Tower s ,
Ap t . 1Ê0 4 ,
1071 Cel es t i a l  St r eet ,  
Ci nc i nna t i ,
Ohi o 45202,
U . S . A .

Thank  y ou so muc h f or  y our  l e t t e r  of  J une 28t h.  We hav e 
been v er y  muc h  i nv o l v ed  wi t h  t he " Cav t a t "  wh i c h s ank  f o l l owi ng  
a c o l l i s i on  t h r ee y ear ' s  ago about  f our  mi l es  of f  Ot r an t o  at  
t he heel  of  I t al y .  The s h i p was  c a r r y i ng  a c ons i gnmen t  of  
about  900 l ead a l k y l  dr ums  f r om Oc t e l  f or  de l i v e r y  t o Yugos l av i a .  
The s h i p  l i es  at  a dept h of  300 f t  and a l t hough  at  f i r s t  t her e 
was  no pub l i c i t y  f o l l owi ng  i t s  s i nk i ng,  i n t he l as t  t wo y ear s  a 
gr eat  deal  of  a t t en t i on  has  been pai d t o t he pos s i b l e  ef f ec t s  on 
ma r i ne  ec o l ogy  and t he human popu l a t i on  a l ong t he Ad r i a t i c  c oas t  
of  I t a' l y.  Mos t  of  t he p ub l i c i t y  o r i g i na t ed  f r om Ger many ,  t he 
ma i n  t heme be i ng t he danger  t o ho l i day  v i s i t o r s  t o t he I t a l i an 
Ad r i a t i c  ho l i day  r es or t s  and r e c o mme n d i n g  t hat  i t  wou l d  be s a f er  
f or  t he Ger mans  and Aus t r i ans  t o s pend t he i r  ho l i day s  at  home.

An a t t empt  was  made  about  a y ea r  ago by  a Yugos l av  s a l v age  
gr oup t o r a i s e  t he d r ums  f r om t he dec k .  They  wer e  not  adequa t e l y  
equ i pped  f or  t he j ob and t wo of  t he d i v er s  i nv o l v ed  v er y  near l y  
c ame t o an un t i me l y  end.  No f u r t he r  a t t empt s  wer e made  unt i l  
t h i s  y ea r  when a we l l  o r gan i s ed  I t a l i an  s a l v age  gr oup,  i n 
c on j u n c t i o n  wi t h  as s i s t a n c e  f r om Oc t el ,  went  i nt o ac t i on  about  
t hr ee-  mont hs  . ago.  So f ar  al l  t he dr ums  on t he dec k  hav e now 
been r ec o v e r e d  and a number  s c a t t e r ed  wi t h i n  t he i mmed i a t e  v i c i n i t y  
of  t he s hi p,  a moun t i ng  t o a t o t a l  of  about  470;  of  t hes e,  near l y  
20$ wer e f ound t o be l eak i ng  and about  4$ wer e  empt y .  Somet h i ng  
ov er  400 dr ums  r ema i n  i n t he hol d of  t he v es s e l  and no a t t empt  has  
y et  been made  t o l i f t  t hes e.  I t  i s t hough t  t hat  many  of  t hem 
hav e been s ev e r e l y  damaged but  t her e i s a r ea l  d i f f i c u l t y  pos ed 
i n r eac h i ng  t hem f r om t he po i n t  of  v i ew of  t he d i v er s .

I  mus t  admi t  I  was  one of  t hos e who di d n o t ” c ons i de r  t hat  
t he r emov a l  of  t he dr ums  was  es s en t i a l  f or  t he p r o t ec t i on  of  
ma r i ne  ec o l ogy  or  human l i f e.  St ud i es  of  f i s h and of  Cr us t ac ea  
wi t h i n  t he i mmed i a t e  v i c i n i t y  of  t he s h i p  hav e s hown t hat  t her e has
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not  been any  adv er s e  e f f ec t .  La r ge ar e^ asJof  t he s hi p and many
of  t he dr ums  wer e f ound t o be c ov er ed  ¿i ny Cr us t ac ea, t h i s  des p i t e  
t he f ac t  t hat  l ead had l eak ed  out  f r om about  20% of  t he dr ums .
The s o l ub i l i t y  of  t he l ead a l k y l  c ompounds  i s of  a v er y  l ow 
or der s  wi t h t he TEL about  2 ppm and TML about  10 ppm,  and we di d 
not  t h i nk  t hat  any  e f f ec t s  woul d  be obs er v ed.

I n 1966 a s h i p  was  wr ec k ed  i n a s t o r m on r oc k s  about  300 
y ar ds  of f  t he s hor e i n Cape Town.  I t  was  c a r r y i ng  190 dr ums  as 
dec k  c ar go,  of  wh i c h  on l y  32 dr ums  wer e  r ec ov er ed ;  t he r ema i nde r  
d i s appea r ed  and no s i gn of  t hem has  ev er  c ome t o l i ght .  The 
ar ea was  p r o l i f i c  i n s he l l  f i s h,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  l obs t e r s  and i n'  
t he f i r s t  f ew y ear s  f o l l owi ng  t he i nc i den t  no ev i denc e  was  f ound 
of  t hes e hav i ng  been a f f ec t ed.  We be l i ev e  t hat  t he dr ums  and 
any  f r ee TEL wer e e v e n t u a l l y  depo s i t e d  i n t he Cape Town bay  wher e 
t hey  d i s appea r ed  i n t o t he s and and s i l t  about  a mi l e  of f  s hor e.

The r ec ov e r y  of  t he dr ums  f r om t he " Cav t a t "  has  been an 
ex pe n s i v e  oper a t i on  so f ar ,  and of  c our s e  wi l l  be ev en mor e so 
i f  way s  and means  can be dev i s ed  f or  t he i r  r ec ov e r y  f r om t he 
hol d.  The v a l ue of  t he c ar go i s  f ar  ou t we i ghed  by t he c os t  of  
t he oper at i on,  but  as t he pub l i c  and po l i t i c a l  p r es s u r es  wer e 
c ons i der ab l e ,  I  hope t hat  i t  may  be c o ns i de r ed  t o hav e been 
wor t h  whi l e.

We k new t hat  Cous t eau  had been i n t ouc h wi t h  Et hy l  
Cor po r a t i on ,  as we had i n f o r ma t i on  of  t h i s  f r om Gar y  Ter  Haar  
ea r l y  i n t he y ear .  As y ou s ay  i n y our  l e t t er ,  hi s  i n t e r es t  
was  p r i n c i p a l l y  c onc e r ned  wi t h  hi s  own agg r an d i z e ment  and I  
d o n ’ t  be l i ev e  t hat  he had any  r ea l  k nowl edge  of  t he p r ob l em or  
any  en l i gh t ened  c onc er n  f or  t he mar i ne  env i r onment .

I  hope t hat  t hes e  c omment s  wi l l  g i v e y ou s ome i dea as t o 
what  has  been go i ng on.  I  am pr e t t y  c er t a i n  t hat  t he l ead al k y l  
manu f a c t u r e r s  i n t he USA hav e been k ept  i n f o r med  of  t he r ec ov er y  
and pr ogr es s .

Anne and I  hav e not  y et  s o l d our  hous e but  we hav e s omeone 
who i s v er y  i n t e r es t ed  and I  t h i nk  we may  e f f ec t  a s a l e by t he 
mi dd l e  of  nex t  mont h.  We hav e nowher e  el s e i n v i ew at  pr es ent ,  
so I  t h i nk  i t  wou l d  be wi s e f or  t he t i me be i ng t o addr es s  y our  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o me at  t he of f i c e.  " When we hav e a new addr es s ,
I  s ha l l  l e t  y ou k now of  t hi s .

Pl eas e  gi v e Lgc i l e  our  v er y  bes t  wi s hes .

Ki ndes t  r egar ds ,

Your s  s i nc er e l y ,


