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Special Libraries of New South Wales

. DEVELOPMENT
Bevelopments in wicnce and technoiogy
and (be growth of industry over the jas
- twenty years have been paraleled by the
growth of I Jibraries. in this world
wide tremt Austratia has not 1a behind
and New South Wales has playet her
part with the other states.
Betore Waorld War 11 there wete very

‘few special libraries In New South Waies

organized in accordance with stndant
practice. amt in che charge of trained Hbra-
rians. The marked improvement in specini
bibrary services is due not only ¢ the
developnent  of  LBhrwry 7~ constiousaess
among students and rescarch warkers but
also 10 A realization of the importance of a
well organiyet fibravy service biv admin.
istracion and management smi the greats
increased  facilities  for  cmining  of
1ibraviass,

The New South Wales Division of the
Specint Fibraries Secton is i touch with
avout eighav-five special Hbraries in the
Svidney ares. These fall fnto the following
cAtegorivs:

1. Libraries aumached 1o Stae or
Commanwealth Government De-
wuriments, inciuding CSILRO. 88

2 Libraries astached to insticutions

sntd feurned socitties . . 5
2 Yibrarles auachsd ta fadustriag
organiztions vt ee e ... BB
4. Libraries atrached to Bospitais s
STATE AND CGMMONIWWEALTH
DEPARTMENTS

In New South Walex, for some wme.
the stall of the state depanmenzal dibraries
has been pravided fram e staft of the
Public Librare of New South Walex This
provision of wuined staff has resulted in
the improvemem of librarv services and
entlections. Libraries exist in most govern-
ment departments dnd  mwention of the
special features of » few of the laracr anex
mayv e of interest.
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As well as providiag
she sxafl of ibe Deparunent of Public
Health, wis library is responsible for
}_mwsdizsg techeticu} and readeational books
ov the instications under the conwrol of
the Depariment, thas is, mental hespitals
wnd state haspitals. Book buying, process-
ing and caaloguing for these libraries is
done cengraily and the book stock i
exchanged 1o meet the varicus reguire

aenls of the nstitutions. Likewise the

library of e Child Welfare Deparimem
serves s varisus homes under the charge
of that Department,

A special Teature of the esliection of-
the Ebrary of the Depariment of Agricad-
wre i the emphasis placed on  seriuf
publicacions. A world-wide coverage i
Held of Bulerins issued hy departments of
sgricshiure. wniversities and agricuttud
voilepes wrl experiment Matians, This
hibriey provides services for branches m
Head Ofbee and for Libraries of apricalus
tal colicges aod research stations,

Fhe Bepariment of Educrtion Librarv.
we wedl wx pwowiding research facitities fox
the stall of departmentss at Head Office,
serves  haspectors and  afficers  stationed
throughout New South Wales. By exchange
arrangements  with  goverseas  elucation
susthorities a waluable collestion of curri-
onivm avcerinl i bedng buik up.

Other State Deparyments with hbraries
have their special features acconting
iieir particular subject fields. One of the
rpewest Ebraries is that of the Railwaws
Deparument, established in 1938, and it
sHows Promisc of becoming an important
research fibrary. The Electricits Commis
sior of New Sauth Wales, set up in June
1933, iv abo one of the newer apecint
Hbraries and is buildiag up 2 goad coliec-
tion in elecirical engineering and altied
wiehjecss.  An dinteresting feature i cheir
centrafized book buying, cataloming and
imlexing. which enalies the library ta give
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library iaio spacious new fves with
a three & booksrack. 'F;:moot%eaim
s classifiod by the Barnard Classification
which was originally devised for a simifar
-cotlection on topical melicine. Thiy s 2
joint project of the Copunonwealth Gow
ernment and oie Universdty of Sydney.

The Dental Hospital's dibrary contains
the Fisher Library’s eoliection on dentist
a3 well a3 thar of the Institunte of Denx
Research; it wuses Black's expansion for
dentat libraries of Deweys classification,
A coliection of texthooks provided by the
Sydney Univensity Dental Undergraduates

iation augments the resources of the
Hbrary,
NEWSPAFER LIBRARIES

The pewspaper tibraries sre #n invalu-
able source of infopmation’ for a world
witle coverage of current evems. Their
exceilent  imdexing  systemis wake such
information readily available, The main
Sydney newspaper dibraries are (e
combined fibrary for the “Svdney Morning

Rerald” and the "Sus™, and the libraries

aacled 1o e “Miver” amd the "Daily

Telegraph™.
BANKS AND INSURANCE
COMPANIES

In the economic held there are good
libraries attached 10 several banks and
insurance  companies.  These  provide
sources of sproiajized information not
atherwise availzble. Both e Common:
weaith Bank and the Rural Bank of New
South \Wales have coflections 10 serve the
needs ol their economic departments, and
are particalarly swong in  information
dealing with imernazional finance and
sconomic tresds in refation o Austraiian
development, Two of the major libraries
wrving  insurancs  companies arg those
antached ¢ the Australian Muwal Provi-
dengt Society asl the Mucual Life & Citirens
Assurance Company Lid,

HOSPiTAl LIBRARIES

Most of the large hospitdls  huve
technical library service. Prabablv ¢he best
known are those attached to the Royal
North $Shore, Sydney, and Prince Henry
Hospitals, These bbraries are distinc
from the Medical Records Libraries.

&8

industrizl and mediral

INDUSTRIAL LIBRARIES- - -

The largsst of special Hbraries are
those prévidzdgti?:‘ ?ndu:uial and commer-
cizl organizztions, Some of thae libraries
tiave heon esablished for many years and

their periedical holdings are most-¥uable - wmen

The lbrary of the i Colonial iSugar
Refning Cowmpany founded m;lmgais
ang af the nldest in Sydney, It cavers sha
fickds of pure and applied science #nd
technofogy. As the interests of ihis com-
Pm,f have developed in many directions
so the library Bas progressively expanded.
It ides informiation for members of
the CS.R. nization at the mills and
refineries and to subsidiary compunies.
The Hbrary of ‘The Commonweakth
Industrizl Gases Linnited was established
w 1941 Again the fiekls of interest are
pure and n;;llﬁicd scienee axl engintering
with parsicelar emplasis on mewliurgy,
ses. This Hbrary
provides servies for ali the Commoniveaith
Iulusiriad Gawes Branches in a8 states by
establishing  smuil  colleciions of  basic
books and periodicals, and by the isue
of # reguiar library bulleirin wnd sets ol
cards giving reforonces o articles  of
interest i corrent periodiczls,. The Aus-
tradizn  Gas Light Company, which is
eagaged in the manufacture and distribu.
uon Ol coal of wwn gas has the maost
comprehiensive  collaction  of  lirgrature
available in his field, including both
English and American journals. Ausurs-
fat  Paper  Manufacturers  Limited.
aithough its bead ofice Jibrury s in
Methourne, has 2 fourishing and well
orgrnizedt branch librare e fts Borxav
miil. The maia emphasis of its collection
s on the chenristry and technology con-
nenied with nev Rvelopments i the
manufactare of puip and paper. imperial
Clemicuf Indusiries of Australiz & New
Zexlawt Lamied, i another exanmpie of
x well prganized and well eguipped branch
library of which the heat office is in
Melbourns.

The Hbrary of the Svdney County
Councii Elecwricity Supplv iy probabiy the
oklest library cancerned with  electrical
undertakings. It circilates journals o all

APRIL. 1959

-~
d
Loy

e

|




