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Under the Duropcan Communities Programme for Actien on the environe
nment, the Commission haw just forwarded to the Council a proposal fer a
v dircctive which should makhce pessible the collection in the Comnunity of
a group of particularly noxious toxic compownls (PCBs) for the purposes of
Lregencrat ing ‘nu/ur drgtroyingm thene

The denger of FCBs

The PCBs (polychlorinated biphenyls) are a ~roup of synthetic substances
which are put to many uses. At the present time, they arc used particulirly
as liquid coolants, dielectric lignids in condensor:s ard transformers and
hydraulic liquids by reason of their excellent electrical insulteins propertics)
non-inflammabiiity and stability. The accidental distribution of PCBs throuch-~
out the cnvironment has been widespread since 1930, the time when they first
appearad on the market. Since that time, merc than half a millien tonnes have
been produced in the world. The Comnunity's ~nnual FCD consurmption is estimated
at 15,000 tonnes. Today, even though prrduction may have been slewed dovn,
the increase in pollution due to these compounds remains disquicting; they
are even found, for cxanmple, in ice at the North Pole.

In view of their non-biodegradability and their tendency to ~ccumulate
in living crranicme, PCBRs are very indidious, particularly where chironic
toxicity i concerned. A number of accidents have becn reported in recent
years, including the disease known as Yusho's discase (1968) in Japan, where
about a thousand subjects became contaminated.

Remulations on wastes

A presen', no Member State in the Commmnity has in force any specific
sct of reguiations on PCBz. The Commission's proposal comes within the implos
mentation of the Community's Programme for Action »n the Environnent, which
providey that action bLe initintcd in the fiecld of industrinl wasteg and conswicr
residues. For its part, the French Governncent, has just notificd the Cormission
of a draft Order on thc cvonditions of use of PCDs.

Thiz drnft directive is a first step in solving at Comrunity level problems
connccted_with toxie wastes. Within the next fuw weeks, the Commiscion will
present A report nan such wastes. This report nuy poxsibly be followed by a
proposal for - «dirrctive. In particular, a list of thuve wastes nicht be
drawn up.
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Initistives in the ficld of toxie wastes fort part of 1 whole saries of
actiona undertalen on the subjoeet of toxic wastes. A propesil for an outline
directive on bthis satber wan sent to the Couneil on 17 Geptoaber 1974 and the
work is procoeding, thic Curmincion boelticves, alony: feuit€el lines.  Thig outl%nc
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directive might be supplemented by specific mecasures for certain classns of
wastes. Apart from t xic wastes, it should be noted that, on the 7 November,

the Council adopted a directive on used oils. On & January, the Commiusion
forwarded "to the Council a programme on the management ond storage of radiocactive
wasics.

Mcasures propozod

Dispersive use (c.g., as plastifiers, as lubrication and cutting oils, or
mixed with pesticides) will no longer be permitted after the Council has adepted
the proposal for a dircctive which was forwarded to it by the Commissien asix
months ago, concerning. restrjctions on the.marketins and uee-of cortain
dangerous "2ubs€andss and preparations, | .

- =+ PheetCpY préposed by the Commission are designed to prohibit all discharging
.or dunping of thesc compounds. To thic end, lMember States are required to set

up or appnint Lodies which will havo cpecial regponsibility for the collection,
regencration and/or destruction of PCBs. Every threc ycars, each of the Member
Utatos will compile a report on the state of PCB.treatment in -its territory.

The necessary measures {or implementing the directive will be applicd
within a period of 24 months from the time of its notification.
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