Dr.

Victor Brito, Creole Petroleum Corp.
. Caripito, Venezuela

UU13324

KE

N14848




b e e et A A e 4

ugripito, Venezuelsa.
Attention: Dr. Agustin LaCorb

-t

‘eayr Lr. LaCorbs

I have your letter of February 13, to vhich I am very glad
to reply.

With respect teo the booklet which you requested, I am asking
wr. ..1lsso~-Gill to forward to you the necegsary booklet,
Logetnexr with coples of vaxious artlcles that have been
translated into Upanish. These articles give rather full
Inyormation on ithe provblems vwhich are to be met and on the
siznificance of the various opportunitles for lead exposure.

+ mignt supplcment vhat has been sald and written vwith a few
commente glving the resulis of our experience over & consalder-
svlc perlod of years in this Ileld of activitles.

¥irst, let me polnt out to you that the mixing of Ethyl Fluld
with gasolline can be & very dangerous procedure. In the early
swages of the work in this country attempts were made to do

1t in s variety of wvays that introduced considerable hazard
intce ihe vork of quite a number of pecple. For this reason,

ve altemplted to bring all ¢f the hazards under control by the
careful standardization of equipment and procedure and by
careful instruction of all personnel engaged in this work.

“he resuli was the establisbment of the present regimen, which
includes the construction of mixing plants in accordance with
carefully wvorked out speciflcations, and the issuance of
regulations for every operation involved in the work. It is
proper.to say that if this equivment is installed properly, if
it is kept in perfect condition, and I1f it ls operated in
strict accordance with the regulations, there will be no
aifficulty. However, recognlzing that there would be an
Inevitable tendency otherwlse to relax the precautionary measures,
ve have sebt up & routine of medical selection and reexamination
of personnel, with two ideas in mind. First, we consider it
necessary to select comparatlvely young healthy individuals for
this work, making sure also by talking with them and instructing
themsthat they are reasonably sensible, reliable individuals,
vho belng Informed of the dangers, would wish to protect them=
selves by dolng thely work carefully and correctly. Second,
the reexaminations should sexrve to pick up evidences of lcad
abzorption, thereby demonstrating to the physician that the
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representatives of Assoclated Ethyl, we could hope to maintain
entirely safe condlitions in these plants. So far in this country
we have baen able to accomplish thls purpose admirebly, as we
nave not had a single case of tetraethyl lead polsoning in
connection with these operations. Morecver, up to the time of the
sutbreak of the war we had no éifficulties in plants under the
supervision of Asscoclated Ethyl. VWhat has happened since, except
in ihe western Hemisvhere, 1t 1ls very difficult to determine.

I have atsempted to keep in touch with all of the medical men
engazed in this work, and I have wished all of them to communicate
with me from time to time, especlally 1f anything occurred of an
unusual charscter. ‘herefore, I trust you will avall yourself

of the copporiunlty to wvrite to me again on any pnase of this
subzject that may concern you in any vay.

I should not fail in this letter to call your ailention Lo one
very Ilmportant hazard, namely, that assoclated wiith the cleaning
cr repairing of gasoline tanls Iin vwhich lesded gauoline has lLeen
ritved or stored. The opportunities for lend exposure in connece-
clon with this work may be very considerable, for reasons vhich
are discussed in one of the articles and which sre far oo
involved to deal with In & letter of thls sort. We have developed
regulations In conneotlon with the cleaning of these tanka, and
avery pessible safeguard should be thrown around thils activity

Lo the end that the insiructliconsz issued for the nurpose of
cleaning these tanks wlll be followed in complete detall. It is
roasible that persons engaged In this kind of work without suitae-
ble protection may be fatally polsoned, even though their total
expopure vwithin the tank may be very brief. Therefore, no
exception should be made in connectlon with tanks that have been
used for the storage of leaded gasoline. '

I trust you will not have the opportunity of seelng any cases of
tetraethyl lead polsoning. However, I wlsh to call your attention
to the fact that from the clinlical point of view this type of
polsoning bears no resemblance to the ordinary forms of so-called
chronlc lead poisoning. You will be well advised, therefore, to
study the papers that have been published on this type of poison=-
Ing. As I indicated above, 1f you do not have such papers, Mr.
Iisso~G1ll will see that you e&re supplled with them.

‘8incerely yours,

~obert A. Kechog, M. L.
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