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Mention -building owriérs *
- cringe. They have visions of paying mil-
liofis" 10 remove asbestos from their build--
ings or multimillion dollar iawsuits from
anpbyeafwﬁuofcouumm
from the thin insulation material.
Bmmmldevdopmummymto
auhnontheuowrormoubmb&uoxm—
withthepnib—

bring tax relief to buikling owners in shat
state whose Buildings contain asbestos.
-—Bcal estate groups may mnpmt‘a

Dlvxdl(.lhme memdmtoﬂ-‘ommc
Inc., a Hayward-
ing firm.

I pletayummubams. Kahane &i7%.-
ﬂ&y\vﬂlhlvemawqumefnthn
aibesios will have to be dealt with eventu-

EASE érmsass'ros ISSUES

~—— air. More impetus for building owners to
- jeave astiestos undisturbed may come— - |

ally. Andunnybemuw?u‘r‘.”

. This policy has outraged some health
and union groups, who see it as a for-
muhforb\ﬁldusmdonmhmg;boux
“All s dang atall
levels," says Paul Safchuck, president of
the White Lung Association who says be
is also a victim of asbestosis, a fatal lung
disease. *'There is no such thing as safe
asbestos. It must all be removed.

The EPA maintains that this policy is
not a “do-nothing™ formula, but rather a
way i which 1o minimize the amount of
asbestos fibers that are released into the

from rules currently undergoing finai ;
rcvnewlnheOccupmonlISafaymd

mwncyuconndamgmugham-
borne asbestos fiber exposure limits.
OSHA’s 1986-tules, which lowered the
acceptable exposure limits from 2.0 asbes-
1os fibers per cubic centimeters to 0.2 .
fibers per cubic centimeter, were immedi-
“ately challenged in court by the building
and construction trades. Since then
OSHA has granted several exemptions
and has eased the standard to 1.0 fibers
per cubic centimeter in other cases.

Now.OSHA is considering rules that
would lower the overall exposure limit to
0.1 fibers per cubic centimeter. Those

Amatdmﬂy the health risk to most

Removal is often noc a buikding owaer’s
benmmofmmndueem

- building occupants also appears very low.

sions for the drawing up of asbestos

management plans.

Even though both the state and federal
regulations stress in-place asbestos man-
agement, building owners still face the
pmormorm«rdw
probiems and difficulties in selling asbes-
1

- tos<ontaminated property.
———  Asign of relief may have arrived in the

formof.eammndueduxreblufor

owners of buildings with asbestos. The
Mudlcomdeasonmﬂruseorm

meart 8 of dollars in savings in
property taxes on buildings with asbestos.
The case itself involved the S0-story,
2.5 million-square-foot One New York '
muhlmyuxrd'tfomh:bm
that the presence of asbestos lowered the !
market value of the building by adding
costs of up to 330 per square foot for
asbestos removal.
The New York state

"Hurley says that building owners in Cali-
l‘mumlikdytopmhl‘ornnuhrux

toth:OneNchkahahnldmg

Asbestos Lowers
the Tax Toll’

A New York State Supreme
Court judge recently reduced
the tax asscssment of 2 Map-
hacean office building. In part,
it was because of the presence
of asbestos 1o the structure. 2
" Judge Stanley Parpess cut 3
the assessment for One New
York Plazs for six tax yearsbya
total of $360 million. “The
pr:rpa}{ hu_-isnliﬁmf physi-
ca

GELES BUSTHESS MHA
RS, 199

0

178
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__the long run 10 manageasbesios on ite. rules, which gre expected to be released iy ioh impacts upon its market m
As if to-underscore this point.-some . carly 1992, mld also mandate auto- value. The problem of first —
= o regulators may be tightening their * matic inspections and asbestos enclosure magnitude is the existence of
- "uom .Alnsquhehkdythnthuewillbt policies for any. building demolition or asbestos throughout the build- 3
- in renovation. oo I gai
- kinown to confain asbestos,* says Gre OSHA heahth scientist Carol Jones says 76 220 f‘:‘:’”l ent reduc. fous
o Hudey an attorney with the-Irvine con- - that the tougher standands for ambient uwa“w”th'“:ﬁ"mtw on (=2
E S and environméntal Taw. firm of _sir’exposure should not impact buildings trulmthcmcemlo &:u‘ —
T Emes Bmwn% Gon-*This-by-itscil-colld—— where asbestos-i+-left undisturbed,- ““"“—"_T-‘. onding & Joel R Mgy ——€0—"""
prove very expensive,* there is an asbestos fiber leak. ercusn:ud\cltmmcy who [e o)
L TbeEPA.nndaao\:‘:ordq'_mde:;ie Whike the federal government remains argued the case while he waz
~whetber to revise ashesios regulations _ueduvmmnamfmllm~ with the law firm of Shea &
July 1. Curremly the EPA is undergoing. the most significant state legislation in Could.
L.!ﬂ}ﬁgi policy ﬁgﬁ-,wﬁsh!:_%hm asbestos management has been on the ‘According to the Wall Street
of o books for (wo years. AB M3 waspassed o s 0 R
i 2:&' the - .l;ﬂi:;:’mh atthe end of the 1988 legislative session (‘loeciaion will alms::im
Pisce"* downplayed the need to and W&%‘x‘:‘m& inspire owners sround the
" mp country to try the same route in
building contains asbestos to notily the an effort to lower assessments.

He noted, however, that low-
ering a building’s assessment
for tax purposes doesn’t ordi-
narily reduce the property’s
resale value since lower taxes

BEL ESTATE  goap) g0y

can make a property more at-
tractive thanitotherwise would
be.

An attoruey for the city said 3t
thatafterreviewingthedecision 'SF =
the city would probsbly appeal. "S— =
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So\nets join-Ganadian asbestos program

Oﬁ”ers safely” “advice and training to Third World customers

!

. \,..1

AN AUSTEN . the former East Bloc, Ceation said.

"SOUTHAM HEWS . Bus he expects the nced for hatd curreacy aad the
N loss of captive casiem European markels will prompt
— "° - _OTTAWA — In a0 apparent.bid t0 prolect growing the Sovicts 10 look for new markets.

expon markets in the develuping.world, (he Canadian m\:""'“"h'{'." "‘“I b:‘:ﬂﬁf;‘;‘::;ﬂ“‘ direct comy éﬂ:“

ST

— wmuuuuuonlu(dy dis Sovict counterpan 108 5aid '3 in this country's inteseat (o help improve 2
T T Annouscedy h—l‘i the Ash their stand } il
= lmmmv-mm esseatially-cxpands a  Otherwisc, he argued, the Saviets may eatend their "
= propram rua by hc Caidisn gioup lof many year. uasale practices 10 other coustries aad catend the g
- " lcaltempis 1o boost asbesion sales by offeqing safety Dacklash against the cancescausing fibre. . R
— advice aad iraising (o customei, paricularty ia the Gratton admitied thal the so-called Imiernationsl &
=  developiag world. Famwarcmpuuuﬁpmtomcus é
H Jl[nu:nmnkly.lhumﬁlmhnkuhw As well, ke acknowledged. that fhe } s past =
- — A‘“ y." -Anstitute ' Michel- G effosts at improvement havie Glica falicn on def cars. §
- s offort to cxpand uug;:::mmw::mzmuu ’§
—devmmm ieouden-edby > Cannol have much'itmpact.” - -
9 Deipitc that, be s2id, it would be foolish for Canada i
r.l'.'y‘:KnuMlththfu:uM uru.hwullyndumumuaw £
_ hcre are caough problerms in deveioplng countries  S4{C ey ]
F— without us sllempting: ; fenis 10 incredse. He did suggest that lhmmmm 3
ST bt‘:‘immaumlhelhﬁ;l Mm:-mmx——!";:“““‘w‘““"‘ 2 on
“its wi Canadisw hat been concentrati =
= 'rh muugu':rr“’mu, the federalgovernment, am Third World mm‘:.m-&tuau e Unitcd -
— Fmv of QuebcC-and the aibestas indusiry. - States have plummcied 10 lest:than 70,000 sonacs from o
1 Allter sanouncing the deal,-Gration-scksowiedged 700,000 tonacs. Asia has bocoliie Canada’s mais custom- -
—- that Wsﬁxﬂum will be:to-introduce  er, taking 44 per cem of its asbesios cxports. P}
—— safaty 165 the Soviet Union itself. The U.S. Eavironmenatal Prosection Agency
B v jon will ban [=a]
X "Even in the Sovies Unidn they realizg if they dan't  all asbestos use by 1996 — a move the Asbestos fasti- —
. :z their acl, they won't have an:a¢1 for very hate, 'kfmnlwm-mwm-uciweanu
= . eation $8id at-3-news coafereace. ih coun. Asbcﬂamulkd‘fﬁqu‘lledm Eusope @
’ wuemsovmumnuﬁi_uamm: with G alt o
— largest asbesios producer it has raccly exponedbeyond  2sbestos bans.

ﬂEWYORK(AP)—AHmI tosptoblanunedndxfwem A:bem:summllmmo- company and ordered tens of

E u ursday approve to -ade compensate ¢ thousands of pending cases
it nm&mﬂiﬁzw ate the rial used widely from the Inte th ds of di

3 rhaul_of ‘the. _;_,;:m_-mﬂwnmme 18003 until the 19708, _~. _against-the dmmmd.‘rhn .

: - trost—fund 16 _speed _compensi—- i ; it in-— - -Weinstein'y ruling establishera- va‘fmenddmte&me

lion to tens of thoussnds of ‘ss-  dusiry snd some of our courts,” new method of payi

bestos-disease trapped Weinstem wrote.

in the nations biggest worker- . Thé class-action settlemient such cancer | achuved by combining all

= .';OJ-paroﬂnm" us, i Imnﬂi:wm:'t;embﬂ Sy dosorving claiants lindeehn. o T oo &

~In a .opin - U.S. na- t pay i action.

District Judye Jack Welnstei 3 S

‘anstein  tion’s:miain mechanism for. com-  according to the seventy of their  Legal peals are expected,
x -cally-for a:feuoml — pensating asbestos victims, de-  illnesses, abandoning -a“first- however.p as.the plan raises
- intervention to help end thedec~ ~pleted its cash lffer.'?xukm( come, first-served  that *sbout Weinstein's au-
==~ adcs-old lega! battle, which he inaccurate.-estimates of claims Mmmdmmhu% pm:gg
= ni:esnlve.mww”l n‘?‘he.m created in 1988 seﬁ.mierlhe ing, Man- Ilwyulalihoppo:edupemol.
- to 2 _Was in t

- The judge also predicted-thar as part of-Manville_Corp.'s ville will contribute an mmoml the

ﬁmﬂm

Thore companies beyond-the | ‘Teorganization. .
dozen “that_already have sought- , once the nation's larg- the

_*  bankruptcy protection would cst"producer and supplier 6f as- trust will be free to sefl 2 SLB  ‘att d class on
- _run out of money 10 moctasbes-  bestos_and-asbestos-containing  billion Manville bond to raise ﬁun&thnlewndﬁctual
— - tos lishilities. dation and - prodiicts,— souht bankruptcy more cash. ¢ ferences

“A. consalidation -]
,inmgohﬁmmdxm—mndnedbymmim lawsuits against the trust or the mechanism unfair. P
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