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BELL ASBESTOS MINES LTD, ‘w=r

THETFORD MINES, QUEBEC ova;
CANADA ::gz'ﬂﬁt

April 26th, 1940,

Mr, 0.8.Bell,
Kingzston Gorse Houee,
Kingston Gorse,

neer littlehampton,
Sussex, England,

Dear Mr. Belliw

) Reference was made in our last Board minutes
to a mesting of the Producers with the Minister of labor mnd the
Workmen's Compensation Commission in Quedbec, relative to oocoupational
disease lLegislation,

In this oconnection, md as a matter of intereat,
I enoloae herewith oo of Memorandum prepared by Mr. Vandiver Brown,
who heads Johns-Manville's legal department in New York,
Yours very truly,

BELL ASBESTOS MINES LTD,
Enclaosure
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MERORANDIM . 4/18/40

QUEBXQ_QCOUPATEONAL DISEASK LroISLATION

Meotings were hold in the Chateau Frontena
Quedeo City on Thursday evening and Friday moraning, a:. gg::% tgo v
following were presenti . .

Mr, B8mith, of Bell Mines

Mr, MoCalium of Asbestos Corporation
Mr, MoCammon of Johnson's Mines

Mr. H.K.8herry, Dr. R.H.Otevenson
and Mr,., Vandiver Brown of Canadian
Johns-Manville,

The meetings Wore held as a preliminary to a meeting on
Friday at noon with Mr, Roochette, Minister of Labou
the recently-eleoted Goddout admfniatratlon. r and Mlnu. under

The meeting with the Minister of labor aend
but produstive of the following informations Mines was brief

1. Amondment of the Workmen's Compensation A
it rolat;- toh:nduat.rlal discases 1, z:ﬂ::t:olyt:: :;.
program for t ourrent session of
Asseably. t§o legislative

2, The exast nature of the changes whiogh
is n:: ye:hknown. :a tgo Cabinet has n:tl}'o:;d.:l:::.:o
oconsider the question due to the
more important business, pressure of other md

3. Minister Rochette stated he antioipa -
.ation 6f the smendments during thopvzzqk g;bimfgg;ﬁ”" °
end stated that, onoe the Adminietration had agreed ux':on
the form the amendments should take, they would be put
through promptly, The only contingency whiob might defeat
action at the ourrent session was the possidbility of a
sudden adjournment to Thwary the Duplessis opposition in

a possidble effort to prolon, the se
reasons, v ssion for political

- Mr, Rochette referred us to Commission
the Workaen's Compensation -Commiassion for mm.‘:.";:‘fﬁ:rﬁ:tﬁ:. of
the proposed changes 10 bo submittod to the Cabinet for its sonsideration,

The Minister personally arrangzed an appointament
3.30 o'olook in the afterncon, ~ith Mr. 8uarpe for

© The group representing the asbeatos
following information from Gommissioner Blurp.,““" received the
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le The present law will be ohanged by either (a) adopting
the Ontario law and sochedules in toto or (b) by enacting
a law subatantielly similar to the New York law relating
to 8iliocosis,

8+ In either ocase the definition appearing in the present
law whioch treats 1 fidrosis resulting from asbostos
dust as a form of siliocosis will be eliminated, The
Commissioner assured us that the only dust disease to
be covered by the new law was silicosis; that asbestosis
would definitsly not be covered but that {f the asbestos
miners desired it to be covered he would ve glud to have
it inoluded,

Commissioner S8harpe was advised the asbestos miners preferred
that asbestosis npt bo covered or otherwise referred to in the Aot,
Their interest was in sseing that if {t were included it be separ=
atoly listed,

The decision of the asbestos mining group was based upon the
following oonsiderations:

(a) There having been no cmses of d1sadbility or death resulting
from asbestosis, there 1s no neocsssity from the employees'
point of view of having the disease made oompoensable)

{b) No "racket" having developed in oonneotion with Common Law
actions, there {s no need from the employers' point of
view {n having the disease made compensable; and

(6) The listing of the disease by name would point so definktely
in the direotion of the asbestos mining industry as to
render it prodable many groundless olaims would be riled,

4
Commissioner Sharpe himself suggested that from the Industry's
point of view {t would be greferable to watoh the operation of the
new silicosis law for a year or two and then decide whether {t was
desirable asbestosis de similarly covered,

Contrary to the impressions previously entertained by the Legal
Department, the only diseases whioh are compensabdble are those whioch
are listed in the schedule, The Commissioner himself so stated and I
read the opinion of a prominent Montreal law firm which was to the
sane effect, As a matter of faot, it is of interest to note that the
agitation for emendment oomes from the eld mint group which was
dissatisfied because only "{nfesticus lllieo.io'n?thst 1s, silicosise .
aceompanied by tuberoulosis) is compensable under the present law,
Quie loft them open to vomwon Law aotions in ocases where tuberculosis
was not prosent, R
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Mr, SBherry, who aoted as Ohairman of the Cormnittee .
which met with Mr. Rochette and Commissioner Sharpe, is to be - ‘e

provided with a oopy of the
arter it becomes avajiladble
fidential matter,

proposed bill as prompt

Iy

as possidle

for distribution and ceases to be a oon-

Vandiver Brown
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