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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

15

16

18

20

21

AGC:ak
7-30-T73

Status

0il vapor exhaust system installed in June.

Preliminary design for new skim room scheduled for completion
by end of 1973.

Wheelabrator rebuilding now scheduled for completion by
October, 1973. Rubber bumpers on overhead trolleys also to
be installed by December, 1973.

Mufflers have been installed on air solenoid valves. Cast iron
chutes to be rubber lined by December, 1973.

Personnel exposure to be eliminated by shift reassignment.
Engineering approach to be developed by end of year.

Cleanout door on screw conveyor redesigned; to be installed
in August, 1973.

Preliminary design for discharge chute doors complete. RFA to
be submitted in September, 1973.
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Status of Remediai Action

Ident. Status

4 0il vapor exhaust system being installed; completion expected
by end of June.

12 New bag filters have since been installed.

13 A baffled chute is to be designed and installed for trial
by end of July.

15 Equipment ordered for Wheelabrator revision; completion
expected by end of August.

17 Preliminary engineering for fume control to be completed
during June.

18 Personnel exposure to be eliminated by shift reassignment.
Engineering approach to be developed in second half of 1973
with Pittsburgh Environmental Engineering.

20 Improper replacement of cleanout door on screw conveyor
causes leaks. Door seal and means of closure will be redesigned.

25 Exhaust fume collector use not mandatory during brief (1-2 min.)
engine operation.

30 High vapor readings indicate need to replace trichlorocethylene;
will be done immediately.

A. G. Clayton
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5-21-73
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Idant. Status

6 New Skim Room is being designed; frequent maintenance is
now required.

8 Revised work rules now require immediate cleanup when
work is interrupted.

10 No feasible control measures available; daily sweeping
is standard procedure.

12 New bag filters have been ordered.

15 Equipment ordered for Wheelabrator revision; completion
expected during third gquarter.

18 Initial engineering now in progress for dust collector
on conveyor.

20 Dust feeder air slide problems are affecting dust

collection; replacement by screw feeder to be complete
within next two weeks.

A. G. Clayton

ASC:ak
3-6-73
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident. Status

O~

Proposal for new skim room being developed;
RFA to be submitted in near future

3 Tighter control practices for handling of
mercury now being instituted

13 Experimental baffles being designed; instal-
lation to be complete during second quarter, 1973

15 Wheelabrator unit being redesigned for total
enclosure; overhaul to be cmmpleted during second
half of 1973

18 Initial work on dust collector for conveyor
provided for in 1973 budget

20 Dust leaks have since been corrected by
routine maintenance

JLre
1/23/73
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident. Status

15 Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement.
Completion may be delayed to second quarter, 1973.

21 Automation of mixer floor was cancelled. Evaluation of
other alternatives being made by Mechanical Engineering.

31 Engineering considering means of controlling flow of powder
to drums automatically.

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
11-17-72
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

o

15

18

20

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
10-24-72

Status

Mechanical Engineering evaluating problems and possible courses
of action.

Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement. Completion
expected during first quarter, 1973.

Practical means of dust collection for conveyor being sought;
included in 1974 capital expenditures forecast.

Mechanical and Process Engineering Departments attempting
to correct operating problems in new dust collector system.
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

L

11 and 12

13

15

18

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
9-18-72

Status

0il vapor exhaust system designed; to be installed by end
of this year.

Mechanical Engineering evaluating problems and possible
courses of action.

Problem being investigated; housekeeping and maintenance
to be improved.

Possible use of an enclosed chute being evaluated.

Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement.
Completion expected during first quarter, 1973.

Capital expenditure forecast for 1974 includes money for
dust collection system on conveyor. Practical means of
dust collection still being sought.
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Status of Remedial Action

Ident. Status

4 Control of cutting oil fumes to be attained with overhaul and
automation of Loma Saw and oil supply system by end of 1972.

6 Revision of skim reclamation system postponed pending company
development of improved system elsewhere.

8 Mercury has since been removed from sink. Importance of
thorough clean-up is being stressed to operators.

15 Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement.
Completion expected during first quarter, 1973.

20 New dust collector being installed now.

30 Dirty solvent is being replaced more frequently to reduce
excessive vaporization caused by buildup of grease in the
solvent.

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
8-18-72
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident. Status
2 Filter box was leaking; has since been replaced.
6 Revision of skim reclamation system postponed pending

company development of improved system elsewhere.
11 Housekeeping has been improved since survey.

15 Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement.
Completion expected during first quarter, 1973.

17 Request submitted to Maintenance Department to check
operation of exhaust system dampers.

18 Carbon cleaning machine modernization is planned in 1973;
some improvement expected in exhaust system.

20 New dust collector for butt crusher and related equipment
to be installed this quarter.

21 Alternative improvements to fume collection system being
considered by Mechanical Engineering.

30 High vapor levels result from buildup of grease in solvent.
Dirty solvent will be replaced more frequently to minimize
vaporization.

31 Engineering Work Order in process to reduce dusting in packout are

Septic tank cleaned out soon after survey.

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
7-27-72

411082 0478
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

ON

15

15

18

30

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
T-12-72

Status

Control of cutting oil fumes to be attained with overhaul and
automation of Loma saw and oil supply system by end of 1972.

Revision of skim reclamation system postponed pending
company development of improved system elsewhere.

Alternative courses of action under consideration by Mechanical -
Engineering; none selected as yet.

Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement.
Completion expected during first quarter, 1973.

Carbon cleaning machine modernization is planned;
imp rovement expected in exhaust system.

Cause for high reading is being investigated.
Results will determine corrective action needed.

411082 0482
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

w

13

15

20

21

AGC:ak
5-12-72

Status

Revisions in the Loma saw and cutting oil supply system by
the end of 1972 are planned which will correct the problem.

Mercury has since been cleaned from sink.

New covers on order, expected delivery in July or August.
Effort being made to improve placement of covers.

Various possible remedies being considered by Mechanical
Engineering.

Wheelabrator modernization to include noise abatement. Completion
expected during first quarter, 1973.

New dust collector for butt crusher and related equipment to
be installed during 3rd quarter, 1972.

Alternative corrective measures being considered to improve
fume collection efficiency.
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.

13

15

18

20

21

Status

Revisions in the system by end of 1972 should correct the
problem.

New skim reclamation system being developed elsewhere;
improvement in exhaust to be incorporated.

Mercury has since been cleaned up.
Various possible remedies being considered.

Part of plant-wide noise control program being developed
by Engineering Department.

Carbon cleaning machine modernization is planned; improvement
expected in exhaust system.

New dust collector to be installed by end of June for butt
crusher and related equipment.

Current revisions to mix transfer equipment expected to
alleviate spillage, which is apparent source of fumes.

4./ Ceito

/

A. G. Clayton

4-27-72
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Due to delays in obtaining the information, the status of remedial action
will be reported with the March survey, which will be distributed within

approximately a week.

In order to avoid future delays in distribution of this report, I request
that department heads and others having responsibility for operation and
maintenance of the areas covered herein keep me informed of any plans or
progress toward solving the problems noted.

A. G. CLAYTON

AGC:ak
4-11-72
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Sta Action

Ident. Status
2 Design modifications to eliminate leaks are planned.

Door arch on Furnace 8 is scheduled to be repaired.

4 Revigions in the system by July 1 should correct
the oroublem.

Further adjustment of dampers to balance exhaust
are scheduled.

()Y

15 Repair of leaking air cylindera was scheduled during
February.
18 Exhaust hood damper to be adjusted.

Please update these statements, if appropriate.

A. G. Clayton

AGC:ak
2-29-7T8
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STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTION

Ident.
2

Iy

13

15

18

25

Status

Design modifications are planned to eliminate leaks.

Revisions in the system by July 1 should correct the
problem.

Dampers have since been adjusted to balance exhaust
between pit and main hood.

No action planned at present.

Elimination of bolt-up and unbolting stations should
improve noise levels somewhat. Repair of leaking air
cylinders would also help.

Exhaust hood damper to be adjusted. No practical exhaust
system available for conveyor. Respirators available to

workers.

Exhaust system will be installed.
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STATUS COF REMEDIAL ACTION

Lient. Status

a Aclancing of dazcers oetween pit =2nd .rsin exhzust kcods
snould i~grove fuze re-oval.

15 Moise reduction e:wected whea welded stub connection systen
installed (RFA apgsroved).

17 Collection systew instzllation was coupleted about :id-
Deceaber.

13 No practiecal dust collection system eviilable. Respirators
available but not mandstory.

2z J-4 exhaust hood has since been repaired.

25 RFA for new garage with exhaust cystem is being prevared.

A.G.C.

Jamiary 4, 1372
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Novemper 17, 1371

STATUS OF REMEDIAL ACTICN

Ident. Status

€ Extensive revision of pit exhaust system needed; no engineering
work requested as yet.

15 Noise reduction expected when welded stub connection system in-
stalled (RFA approved).

17 Collection system to be installed by ezrly December.

15) No practical dust collection systems evzilable.

13 ) Respirators availeble but not mandatcry.

20 Exhaust installed on crusher; dust collection system to be
added early in 1372.

22 Missing section of exhaust duct tc be installed in very near

future.

} 411082 0514
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FROM A, G. CLAYTON T0 MEMORANDUM

ROCKDALE WORKS

November 1, 1371
CONFIDENTIAL

RE: INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE SURVEYS

Evaluation of areas inspected and application of Industrial Hygiene surveys
are being somevhat revised. We intend to continue pointing ocut problems but
also wvant to indicate corrective measures being taken. We have re-evaluated
criteria for Poor ratings in light of Occupational Safety and Health Act
standards. Some areas not directly affecting occupational health and safety
will be dropped from the survey report. The September survey was completed
before these changes were made. The revisions will be reflected in the

October survey.

Those of you who are responsible for operation or maintenance of areas rated
Fair or Poor are requested to attach a note stating what remedial action is
under way. These will be summarized in a statement attached to the.following

month's report to show that we are not ignoring our problems.

Poor ratings will appear only when OSHA standards are unquestionably being

violated. Examples would be chlorine detected in excess of 1.0 ppm or heavy
carbon dust or pitch fumes obviously exceeding the Threshold Limit Value. At
the same time, stronger emphasis should be put on upgrading situations rated
Fair, since they are the ones that generally ceuse complaints and potentially

may lead to an OSHA inspection.

The dump and sewage plant will be eliminated from the report. since they have

no direct effect on the working enviromment. Both will continue to be inspected.
The Engineering Manager will be notified of conditions at the dump requiring
attention A separate report on the sewage plant inspection will be routed to

those directly concerned.

Hopefully, these changes will enable the survey to be less an irritant to some and
more an aid to all in pinpointing and solving our environmental problems.

0. gt

A, G, CLAYTON

ce: T. B. Bonney - Pittsburgh

Cop'es routed to: (1) H. F. Chrisco (2) J. H. Greene
G. W, Hutton H. D. Franklin
H. A. Bower D. D. McGregor
E. B. Parker J. D. Shinn
J. H. Goldman A. G. Clayton
G. J. Myers C. H. Ross, Jr.

D. M. Nystrom
A. E. Menke
A. G. Clayton

_ Balcoa ‘

411082 0516
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A. G. CLAYTON MR. T. B. BONNEY

. HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT
ROCKDALE WORKS PITTSBURGH OFFICE

November 1, 1371

RE: INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE SURVEYS

Thank you for your constructive comments, via both Mr. Backenstose and your memo
of August 3. I would like to answer some of the questions in your memo.

It is my understanding that you and Mr., Semken established the locations, format,
and evaluation criteria some years ago. We have heretofore been reluctant to
change these, but are now doing so at your suggestion.

Since the survey is only & spot-check of conditions, we make no claim of repre-~
sentative determination of conteminants (e.g. detector tube readings of 012 in
the Ingot Plant). However, a review of several months'surveys should indicate
representative conditions. In the past, we arbitrarily assigned Poor ratings
where measured or subjectively estimated contaminant levels reached or exceeded
50% of the TLV.

While noise levels cannot be subjectively rated in decibels, the surveyor can

note whether any significant change has occurred from previously measured levels.
Perhaps, in areas where noise levels are normally high, the rating should be based
on the proportion of men wearing ear protection.

Several areas (potlining-mixer area, electrode cleaning, butt unloading and
crushing, end mixer-to-press conveyor. for example) will be improved by engineering
changes, RFA's for which have been written. Since the wheels of progress sometimes
turn slowly, improvement in their ratings are not soon to be expected. The state-
ment of remedial action to be added to future surveys will, I hope, document our
corrective program.

We will welcome any further comments you mey have regarding the surveys.
/wa-\«
A. G. CLAYTON

AGC:S

411082 0517
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FROM H. A. SEMKEN 10 . T. B. BONNEY ‘
) MEDICAL DEPARIMENT
ROCKDALE WORKS ’ PITTSBURGH OFFICE

April 24, 1969 Copy to: DrvM+O.Colwell_: RPittsburgh

Dr. L. ¥. Crzttey —Prttsturgh

"__
L9
CONFIDENTIAL

RE: INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE SURVEY

We are listing below comments on the items referred to in your letter of March 21,
as receiving less-than-favorable evaluations in our industrial hygiene survey re-

ports. As you will note, corrective measures are either contemplated or have been
taken to improve conditions in all of these areas and steady, deliberate progress

is being made in carrying out these plans.

Bath Crushing: Design of revisions of this equipment is about complete and
this project is almost to the RFA stage. It includes a revised dump station,
conveyors to mill, trensfer points, and more hooding on the belts and trans-
fer points. An evaluation will be made of the entire dust-collecting system
and additional capacity installed, if required.

Bath Crushing - Bag Filters: The frequent poor rating of this item is due
to this being e continuing maintenance and operating problem. Generally,
work orders have been requested to correct the situation at the time of the
survey. On one occasion we were out of bags for severasl weeks and on an-
other occasion the fan got out of balance and the new runner was shipped to
the wrong address by the vendor, which delayed the repair about two weeks.
In most cases, repairs have been made in Just a few days.

Conveyor Belt from Mixers: An Engineering Work Order to install a satis-
— factory hood over the open section of the belt conveyor has been issued.
"7- This is presently in the design stage.

Blacksmith Shop: A forced draft fan has been installed in the exhaust stack
of the hood over the forge.

We are also listing below comments on areas, not mentioned in your letter, which
frequently receive only a fair or poor rating.

Fume from Alcuplate Washer Dipping: We are investigating the use of a ther-
mostatically controlled pot to prevent overheating of the joint compound and
to cut down on the emission of objectfionable fume.

Potroom AtmSephere: Our worst problem is in Lines 5 and 6 where we do not
have edequate draft to tolerate bed covers or fan downtime. This problem
should be corrected when the R-398 unit is complete on Line 5.

Mold Repair Room Degreaser: Doors are being fabricated to close off most
of the opening while the equipment i{s in use. This should help prevent the
escape of fumes into the building. Also, additional heaters have been or-
dered so that the solvent can be heated with a lover temperature on the
heating elements and prevent local overheating.

411082 0635
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Mr. T. B. Bonney— Page 2 April 24, 1369
¢

—

Wheelabrator: Although we are looking into methods of further decreasing
the noise level of this unit, nothing materisl has been done. This unit

is, however, only a part of & general noise level problem in the entire
rodding operating area.

If you have any comments or questions, please let us know.

SR

H. A. SEMKEN
HAS:S

411082 0636
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H. A. SEMKEN T

ROCKDALE WORKS —ROCKTLE-WORKS

September 21, 1967 Copy to: Dr. L. V. Cralley, Pittsburgh
CONFIDENTIAL

RE: _INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE COMMITTEE MEETING

The Industrial Hygiene Committee met on September 20 with the following present:

H. A. Semken, J. H. Greene, C. H. Meyers, and B. D. Cockrell.

Occupational Exposure Cases: None were reported to the Mﬁ&m July

-

and August. . o s

F. level: The fluoride content of vegetation within a 2 - 3 mile radius of the
Plant averaged 10 ppm in May, 17 ppm in June, and 15 ppm in July. Rainfell in

the above months amounted to 4.42 inches s +00 inch, and 2.18 tnches respectively.

Monthly Industrisl Hymiene Survey: A systematic, monthly, survey of problem areas

and harardous materials was begun in August. A copy of the report is circulated
to interested personnel and it is hoped that all departments will investigate and

correet unsafe conditions as soon as possible thereafter.

Potrogm Atmosphere: As noted in the monthly report, haze conditions in the potrooms
continue to be normal. Placement of covers is generally good but the condition of
covers has been getiing worse. Some new covers have been made and repair of older

ones 1s being accelerated, which should improve this condition.

Scrubber System: Third guarter sampling and analytical work is complete but re-

sults have not, as yet, been evaluated.

Beth Crushing in Bldg. 37: This ares is very dusty. The flaps on the hood over

the erushed bath receiver peed replacing. Some dust is leaking thru the nev bag

filter. The bags should be replaced where necessary. J. H. Greene and M. D. Cotton
¥

will bandle.

411082 0712



Mr. H. P. Chrisco September 21, 1967 Page 2.

¥heelabrator §{n Rodding Room: The noise level i{n the area of the bar cleaning
Wheelabrator 18 quite high. The rubber sleeves between the air cylinder support
and the top of the feed funnel (Wheelabrator part No. 199155) need replacing to
suppress the noise level. This should be & regular maintenance ftem. M. D. Cotton

vill check.

-

Carbon Flant Mixer Area: The eonveyor cover is open vhare mm!eo ?he con~
veyor, resulting in dense fumes in this area. M. D. mﬂu‘w %0 eee 1if

conveyor is open due to construction activities. MR

Pracco Collector: This system is operating poorly again and we are checking to see
vhat it would take to put it in good operating condition. If repairing the system

isn't practical, the pneumatic conveying system should be re-evaluated.

Dryer EStack Clean-up: Messrs. Hittner and Pussell vwill visit Rockdale on September 25
and 26 to establish objectives and eonsult with varicus equipment vendors who may have
potential solutions for the problem. The following progrem has been proposed to

. P{ttaburgh Enviromsental Engineering: (1) Continue the services of Professor Harris
tovard the end of developing a lignite filter that could be tested at approximately
31000 gfm. (2) Reinstate a wet scrubber testing program to evaluate performance ratings.
(3) Re-establish the objectives of the program and prepare testing and installation

schedules. (4) That our RFA 684 be reconsidered as & means of solving our dryer stack

problem.

H. A. SEMKEN

HAS:S

File copy routed to: G. W. Hutton
H. A. Bover -
B. D. Cockrell :
C. H. Meyers ‘ . —

H. D. Franklin
J. H. Qreene
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